
chile us consular services
The United States Embassy in Chile provides a comprehensive range of consular services to
U.S. citizens residing in or visiting the country, as well as to Chilean citizens seeking
services related to the United States. Understanding these services is crucial for navigating
legal requirements, emergencies, and administrative processes while abroad. This article
will delve into the specifics of what U.S. consular services in Chile entail, covering
everything from passport and visa assistance to notarial services and emergency support.
We will explore how to access these vital resources, the types of assistance available, and
important considerations for both U.S. and Chilean nationals. Whether you're planning a
trip, living in Chile, or have family or business ties, this guide will equip you with the
knowledge to effectively utilize the U.S. consular services in Chile.
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U.S. Citizen Services in Chile

The U.S. Embassy in Santiago is the primary point of contact for American citizens living in
or traveling to Chile. These services are designed to protect and assist U.S. nationals in
accordance with U.S. law and international agreements. The consular section at the
embassy is staffed with trained professionals dedicated to ensuring the welfare and rights
of U.S. citizens abroad. This includes a wide array of services, from routine administrative
tasks to critical emergency support.

Passport Services

One of the most frequently utilized consular services is passport assistance. U.S. citizens in
Chile can apply for new passports, renew existing ones, or report a lost or stolen passport.
The process typically involves submitting a completed application form, recent passport
photos, proof of U.S. citizenship, and a valid government-issued identification. It is



advisable to start the passport application or renewal process well in advance of any travel
plans, as processing times can vary. The embassy provides detailed instructions on its
website for all passport-related applications.

Consular Report of Birth Abroad (CRBA)

For U.S. citizens who have children born in Chile, the Consular Report of Birth Abroad
(CRBA) is a crucial document. This report serves as a formal U.S. birth certificate and is
essential for U.S. citizens to transmit their citizenship to their children. To obtain a CRBA,
parents must be U.S. citizens, and the birth must be registered with Chilean authorities. The
application process requires proof of the child's birth, the parents' identities and U.S.
citizenship, and evidence of the physical presence of the U.S. citizen parent(s) in the U.S.
prior to the child's birth. This service ensures that children born abroad to American citizens
are recognized as U.S. nationals from birth.

Notarial Services

The consular section of the U.S. Embassy in Chile offers notarial services for documents
that will be used in the United States. This includes the notarization of signatures on
affidavits, powers of attorney, and other legal documents. It is important to note that U.S.
consular officers can only notarize documents that are in accordance with U.S. law. They do
not provide legal advice or perform notarial acts for documents intended for use in Chile or
other countries. Applicants should bring the document to be notarized, along with valid
identification and any required witnesses.

Emergency Services for U.S. Citizens

In situations of crisis, natural disaster, or significant civil unrest, the U.S. Embassy provides
emergency assistance to U.S. citizens. This can include helping citizens who have been
arrested, are victims of a serious crime, are victims of domestic violence, or are
experiencing a medical emergency where local facilities are inadequate. The embassy can
also assist in locating family members in emergency situations or facilitating the
repatriation of remains in the event of a death. U.S. citizens are strongly encouraged to
register their travel plans with the U.S. Department of State's Smart Traveler Enrollment
Program (STEP) to receive critical information during emergencies.

Assistance to U.S. Citizens in Distress

Beyond immediate emergencies, the consular section assists U.S. citizens who find
themselves in distress due to unforeseen circumstances, such as a lost or stolen passport
while traveling, a serious illness, or financial difficulties that prevent them from returning
home. While the embassy cannot provide financial assistance, it can help citizens connect



with resources, such as local legal counsel, medical providers, or organizations that may
offer financial aid. They can also facilitate communication with family members in the U.S.
to arrange for financial support.

Voting Assistance

U.S. citizens residing abroad have the right to vote in U.S. federal elections. The U.S.
Embassy in Chile provides information and assistance to help eligible citizens exercise this
right. This typically involves guidance on registering to vote absentee and obtaining
absentee ballots. Consular staff can explain the process and provide the necessary forms,
often through the Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). Encouraging voter participation is a
key aspect of consular outreach to the American expatriate community.

Services for Chilean Citizens

While the primary focus of U.S. consular services is assisting U.S. citizens, the embassy also
plays a vital role in facilitating travel and immigration for Chilean citizens wishing to visit or
relocate to the United States. This involves processing various types of U.S. visas and
providing information about immigration policies.

U.S. Visas for Chilean Citizens

The U.S. Embassy in Santiago handles the processing of nonimmigrant and immigrant visa
applications for Chilean citizens. The specific type of visa required depends on the purpose
of travel, whether it is for tourism, business, study, or permanent residence. The application
process generally involves completing an online application form, paying a fee, and
attending an interview at the embassy.

Immigrant Visas

Immigrant visas are for individuals who intend to live permanently in the United States. This
category includes visas for family members of U.S. citizens and Lawful Permanent
Residents, as well as employment-based visas. The process for immigrant visas is typically
initiated by a U.S. citizen or permanent resident petitioner through U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) and then moves to the National Visa Center (NVC) before the
applicant is scheduled for an interview at the embassy in Santiago.

Nonimmigrant Visas



Nonimmigrant visas are for temporary stays in the United States, such as for tourism (B-2
visa), business (B-1 visa), or study (F-1 visa). The criteria for obtaining a nonimmigrant visa
include demonstrating nonimmigrant intent, meaning that the applicant intends to return to
Chile at the end of their authorized stay. Applicants must prove strong ties to their home
country, such as employment, family, and property. The interview at the embassy is a
critical step in assessing these qualifications.

Information on Studying in the U.S.

The consular section also provides information for Chilean students interested in pursuing
higher education in the United States. This includes details on obtaining student visas (F-1),
understanding the requirements of U.S. educational institutions, and the application
process. While the embassy does not select students or schools, it guides applicants
through the visa procedures necessary for their academic pursuits.

Other Consular Functions

Beyond the core services for U.S. citizens and visa processing for Chilean citizens, the
consular section performs a variety of other important functions. These may include
assisting U.S. military personnel and their families, providing information on adoption
processes, and facilitating services for victims of international child abduction. The consular
team is a multifaceted resource addressing a wide range of needs for individuals with U.S.-
related legal and administrative matters.

Fee Information and Payment

Most consular services come with associated fees, which are set by the U.S. Department of
State. These fees cover the cost of processing applications for passports, visas, and certain
notarial services. Payment methods and accepted currencies are usually detailed on the
U.S. Embassy's website. It is crucial to check the current fee schedule and payment
instructions before visiting the embassy, as these can be subject to change.

Contacting U.S. Consular Services in Chile

For specific inquiries or to schedule appointments, it is essential to contact the U.S.
Embassy in Santiago directly. The embassy's official website is the most reliable source for
up-to-date information on operating hours, required documentation, appointment
procedures, and contact details. In case of a genuine emergency affecting a U.S. citizen
outside of business hours, there are emergency contact numbers provided for immediate
assistance.
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FAQ about Chile US Consular Services

Q: What is the primary role of U.S. consular services in
Chile?
A: The primary role of U.S. consular services in Chile is to provide assistance and services to
U.S. citizens living in or visiting the country, and to process U.S. visa applications for
Chilean citizens. This includes passport issuance, emergency support, notarial services for
U.S. citizens, and facilitating lawful entry for non-U.S. citizens.

Q: How can a U.S. citizen renew their passport in Chile?
A: U.S. citizens in Chile can renew their passports by submitting a completed renewal
application form (DS-82), their most recent U.S. passport, new passport photos, and the
required fee to the U.S. Embassy in Santiago. It is recommended to check the embassy's
website for the most current requirements and appointment procedures.

Q: What should a U.S. citizen do if their passport is lost
or stolen in Chile?
A: If a U.S. passport is lost or stolen in Chile, the citizen should immediately report it to the
U.S. Embassy in Santiago. They will need to fill out a form to report the loss or theft (DS-64)
and apply for a replacement passport (DS-11). It's advisable to have a copy of the lost
passport and identification readily available.

Q: Can U.S. consular services in Chile provide legal
advice to U.S. citizens?
A: No, U.S. consular services in Chile generally cannot provide legal advice to U.S. citizens.
They can, however, provide a list of local attorneys who provide legal services in English.
U.S. citizens facing legal issues are strongly encouraged to consult with a qualified legal
professional.

Q: What types of visas are available for Chilean citizens
wanting to travel to the U.S.?
A: Chilean citizens can apply for various types of U.S. visas, including nonimmigrant visas
for temporary stays such as tourism (B-2), business (B-1), or study (F-1), and immigrant
visas for those intending to reside permanently in the U.S. The specific visa category
depends on the purpose of travel.



Q: How does a Chilean citizen apply for a U.S. visa at
the embassy in Santiago?
A: The process typically involves completing the online visa application form (DS-160),
paying the visa application fee, scheduling a visa interview at the U.S. Embassy in Santiago,
and attending the interview with required documentation. The embassy's website provides
detailed instructions for the application process.

Q: What emergency services does the U.S. Embassy in
Chile offer to U.S. citizens?
A: In emergencies, the U.S. Embassy can provide assistance such as helping U.S. citizens
who have been arrested, are victims of a serious crime, are in the hospital, or are facing
other life-threatening situations. They can also assist with medical emergencies,
repatriation of remains, and in locating family members during crises.

Q: Are there fees associated with U.S. consular services
in Chile?
A: Yes, most U.S. consular services, including passport applications, visa processing, and
some notarial services, have associated fees. The specific fee amounts and accepted
payment methods are available on the U.S. Embassy in Santiago's official website.

Q: How can I find the most up-to-date information on
U.S. consular services in Chile?
A: The most reliable source for current information, including services offered, required
documentation, appointment scheduling, and fees, is the official website of the U.S.
Embassy in Santiago, Chile. They also provide contact information for specific inquiries.

Q: What is a Consular Report of Birth Abroad (CRBA)
and why is it important?
A: A Consular Report of Birth Abroad (CRBA) is an official document issued by a U.S.
embassy or consulate abroad that establishes the citizenship of a child born outside the
United States to U.S. citizen parent(s). It serves as proof of U.S. citizenship and is essential
for obtaining a U.S. passport for the child and for future legal matters.
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