CHILD LABOR IN US REFORM ORGANIZATIONS INDUSTRIAL
REVOLUTION

CHILD LABOR IN US REFORM ORGANIZATIONS INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION MARKED A DARK PERIOD IN AMERICAN HISTORY,
CHARACTERIZED BY WIDESPREAD EXPLOITATION OF YOUNG WORKERS IN BURGEONING INDUSTRIES. AS FACTORIES AND MINES
BECAME CENTRAL TO THE ECONOMY, CHILDREN, OFTEN AS YOUNG AS FIVE, WERE SUBJECTED TO GRUELING HOURS, DANGEROUS
CONDITIONS, AND MEAGER W AGES. THIS STARK REALITY IGNITED A POWERFUL RESPONSE FROM VARIOUS REFORM
ORGANIZATIONS, DEDICATED TO ERADICATING THIS INJUSTICE. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF CHILD
LABOR DURING THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION IN THE UNITED STATES, EXAMINES THE PIVOTAL ROLES PLAYED BY REFORM
ORGANIZATIONS, AND EXPLORES THE LASTING IMPACT OF THEIR EFFORTS ON LABOR LAWS AND SOCIETAL ATTITUDES. WE wiLL
INVESTIGATE THE SPECIFIC INDUSTRIES WHERE CHILD LABOR WAS PREVALENT, THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC FORCES DRIVING ITS
EXISTENCE, AND THE STRATEGIES EMPLOYED BY REFORMERS TO ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE.
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THE INDUSTRIAL RevoLUTION AND THE RISE ofF CHILD LABOR

THE PERIOD SPANNING ROUGHLY FROM THE LATE 18TH CENTURY THROUGH THE MID- 19 TH CENTURY, AND EXTENDING INTO THE
EARLY 20TH CENTURY IN THE UNITED STATES, WITNESSED A SEISMIC ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION KNOWN AS THE
INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION. THIS ERA WAS DEFINED BY TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS, PARTICULARLY IN MANUFACTURING,
WHICH LED TO THE MECHANIZATION OF MANY PROCESSES PREVIOUSLY DONE BY HAND. FACTORIES, MILLS, AND MINES
PROLIFERATED, CREATING NEW EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES BUT ALSO DRASTICALLY ALTERING THE NATURE OF WORK AND
FAMILY LIFE. THE RELENTLESS DEMAND FOR CHEAP LABOR TO FUEL THESE BURGEONING INDUSTRIES MADE CHILDREN AN
ATTRACTIVE, AND TRAGICALLY, READILY AVAILABLE WORKFORCE.

ECONOMIC PRESSURES ON FAMILIES, COUPLED WITH A LACK OF ADEQUATE EDUCATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SOCIAL SAFETY
NETS, PUSHED MANY CHILDREN INTO THE LABOR FORCE OUT OF SHEER NECESSITY. PARENTS OFTEN RELIED ON THEIR CHILDREN’S
MEAGER EARNINGS TO MAKE ENDS MEET, ESPECIALLY IN IMPOVERISHED URBAN AREAS AND IN AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITIES
TRANSITIONING TO INDUSTRIAL ECONOMIES. THE PREVAILING SOCIETAL ATTITUDES ALSO PLAYED A ROLE;, WORK WAS OFTEN
SEEN AS CHARACTER-BUILDING FOR CHILDREN, AND THE CONCEPT OF CHILDHOOD AS A DISTINCT PERIOD OF DEVELOPMENT AND
EDUCATION WAS NOT AS FIRMLY ESTABLISHED AS IT IS TODAY. THIS CONFLUENCE OF FACTORS CREATED A FERTILE GROUND FOR
THE WIDESPREAD EXPLOITATION OF CHILD LABOR.

THE PLIGHT oF YOUNG W/ ORKERS IN AMERICAN INDUSTRIES

THE NATURE OF CHILD LABOR DURING THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION WAS VARIED, BUT UNIFORMLY GRIM. CHILDREN WERE
EMPLOYED IN A MULTITUDE OF SECTORS, EACH PRESENTING ITS OWN UNIQUE SET OF DANGERS AND HARDSHIPS. THEIR SMALL
STATURE AND NIMBLE FINGERS WERE OFTEN CITED AS ADVANTAGES FOR SPECIFIC TASKS, MAKING THEM PARTICULARLY VALUABLE
IN INDUSTRIES LIKE TEXTILES, WHERE THEY COULD REACH INTO COMPLEX MACHINERY TO FIX THREADS OR CLEAN ROLLERS.
HO\X/EVER/ THESE SAME SMALL HANDS AND BODIES WERE VULNERABLE TO THE UNFORGIVING MECHANICAL ENVIRONMENT.

THE SPECIFIC INDUSTRIES THAT HEAVILY RELIED ON CHILD LABOR INCLUDED:

e TEXTILE MILLS: OPERATING SPINNING MACHINES, LOOMS, AND OTHER EQUIPMENT.



CoAL MINES: W/ ORKING AS “BREAKER BOYS” TO SEPARATE COAL FROM SLATE AND ROCK, AND AS “TRAPPERS” OPENING
/
AND CLOSING MINE VENTILATION DOORS.

® (GLASS FACTORIES: HANDLING HOT GLASS AND ENDURING EXTREME TEMPERA TURES.

AGRICULTURE: PERFORMING ARDUOUS FARM TASKS, ESPECIALLY DURING HARVEST SEASONS.
o GARMENT FACTORIES: SEWING AND FINISHING CLOTHING IN OFTEN POORLY VENTILATED SWEATSHOPS.

® NEWSBOY AND BOOTBLACK OCCUPATIONS: \W ORKING LONG HOURS ON CITY STREETS.

THE WORKING CONDITIONS WERE OF TEN DEPLORABLE. CHILDREN FACED LONG HOURS, SOMETIMES 12 To 16 HOURS A DAY,
WITH MINIMAL BREAKS AND VERY LITTLE PAY. FACTORIES AND MINES WERE FREQUENTLY POORLY LIT, INADEQUATELY
VENTILATED, AND FILLED WITH DANGEROUS MACHINERY LACKING SAFETY GUARDS. ACCIDENTS WERE COMMON, LEADING TO
SEVERE INJURIES, DISFIGUREMENT, AND EVEN DEATH. MANY CHILDREN SUFFERED FROM CHRONIC RESPIRATORY ILLNESSES DUE TO
INHALING DUST AND FUMES, AND PHYSICAL DEFORMITIES FROM THE REPETITIVE AND STRENUOUS NATURE OF THEIR TASKS.

Key RerForM ORGANIZATIONS AND THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS

THE PERVASIVE EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN EVENTUALLY GALVANIZED A POWERFUL COUNTER-MOVEMENT. A DIVERSE ARRAY OF
REFORM ORGANIZATIONS EMERGED, DRIVEN BY A MORAL IMPERATIVE TO PROTECT THE NATION'S YOUTH AND A GROWING
UNDERSTANDING OF THE DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS OF CHILD LABOR ON INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETY. THESE ORGANIZATIONS,
COMPOSED OF SOCIAL REFORMERS, PHILANTHROPISTS, RELIGIOUS LEADERS, AND CONCERNED CITIZENS, EMPLOYED VARIOUS
STRATEGIES TO COMBAT THE ENTRENCHED SYSTEM OF CHILD LABOR.

PROMINENT AMONG THESE REFORM EFFORTS WERE:

o THe NATIONAL CHILD LABOR ComMiTTEE (NCLC): Founpep IN 1904, THe NCLC BECAME ONE OF THE MOST
INFLUENTIAL AND SUCCESSFUL ORGANIZATIONS DEDICATED TO ENDING CHILD LABOR. THEY CONDUCTED EXTENSIVE
RESEARCH, PUBLISHED REPORTS, AND LOBBIED TIRELESSLY FOR FEDERAL AND STATE LEGISLATION.

e THE CHILDREN'S AID SOCIETY: ESTABLISHED EARLIER IN THE 19TH CENTURY, THIS ORGANIZATION FOCUSED ON
IMPROVING THE LIVES OF IMPOVERISHED CHILDREN, OFTEN THROUGH PROVIDING THEM WITH EDUCATION, VOCATIONAL
TRAINING, AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADOPTION OR PLACEMENT IN FOSTER HOMES, THEREBY DIVERTING THEM FROM THE
LABOR MARKET.

e THe WoMen's CHrISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION (W CTU): WHILE PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON TEMPERANCE, THE W CTU
ALSO TOOK UP THE CAUSE OF CHILD WELFARE, INCLUDING ADVOCATING AGAINST CHILD LABOR AS PART OF THEIR
BROADER SOCIAL REFORM AGENDA.

® | OCAL AND REGIONAL REFORM SOCIETIES: NUMEROUS SMALLER, LOCALIZED GROUPS EMERGED IN INDUSTRIAL CENTERS,
W ORKING DIRECTLY WITH EXPLOITED CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES, AND RAISING PUBLIC AW ARENESS WITHIN THEIR
COMMUNITIES.

THESE ORGANIZATIONS ACTED AS VITAL CONDUITS FOR CHANGE. THEY METICULOUSLY DOCUMENTED THE HORRIFIC REALITIES OF
CHILD LABOR, GATHERED EVIDENCE OF ITS NEGATIVE IMPACTS ON CHILDREN’S HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND MORAL DEVELOPMENT,
AND USED THIS EVIDENCE TO SWAY PUBLIC OPINION AND PRESSURE LAWMAKERS. THEIR WORK WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN SHIFTING
THE NATIONAL DISCOURSE FROM ONE OF ACCEPTANCE OR INDIFFERENCE TO ONE OF URGENT REFORM.



STRATEGIES AND T ACTICS OF THE CHILD LABOR REFORM MOVEMENT

THE CHILD LABOR REFORM MOVEMENT EMPLOYED A MULTIFACETED APPROACH TO ACHIEVE ITS OBJECTIVES. RECOGNIZING THAT
LEGAL AND SOCIETAL CHANGE WAS NECESSARY, REFORMERS ENGAGED IN A \WIDE RANGE OF ACTIVITIES, FROM GRASSROOTS
ACTIVISM TO HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL ADVOCACY. THEIR METHODS WERE OFTEN INNOVATIVE AND PERSISTENT, REFLECTING THE
URGENCY OF THEIR MISSION TO RESCUE CHILDREN FROM EXPLOITATIVE LABOR CONDITIONS.

KEY STRATEGIES AND TACTICS INCLUDED:

e PuBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS: REFORMERS UTILIZED NEWSPAPERS, PAMPHLETS, PUBLIC LECTURES, AND PHOTOGRAPHY
TO EXPOSE THE HARSH REALITIES OF CHILD LABOR TO THE BROADER PUBLIC. PHOTOGRAPHS, IN PARTICULAR, LIKE THOSE
TAKEN BY LEWIS HINE, SERVED AS POWERFUL VISUAL EVIDENCE OF THE SUFFERING OF CHILD LABORERS.

e LoBBYING AND PoLITIcAL ADvocAcY: ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE NCLC ACTIVELY LOBBIED STATE LEGISLATURES AND
THE U.S. CONGRESS FOR THE PASSAGE OF CHILD LABOR LAWS. THEY PROVIDED RESEARCH, TESTIFIED AT HEARINGS, AND
MOBILIZED PUBLIC SUPPORT TO INFLUENCE LEGISLATIVE DECISIONS.

e | EGAL CHALLENGES AND ENFORCEMENT: REFORMERS WORKED TO ESTABLISH AND ENFORCE LAWS THAT SET AGE LIMITS,
MAXIMUM W ORKING HOURS, AND SAFETY STANDARDS FOR CHILD W ORKERS. THEY OFTEN FACED SIGNIFICANT OPPOSITION
FROM INDUSTRIALISTS WHO ARGUED THAT SUCH REGULATIONS \WOULD HARM BUSINESS.

e SociAL WOoRK AND WELFARE PROGRAMS: SOME ORGANIZATIONS FOCUSED ON PROVIDING DIRECT AID TO CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES, OFFERING EDUCATION, SHELTER, AND ALTERNATIVE OPPORTUNITIES TO PREVENT CHILDREN FROM ENTERING THE
\W ORKFORCE.

e PrROMOTING COMPULSORY EDUCATION: A SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE REFORM STRATEGY WAS ADVOCATING FOR AND
IMPLEMENTING COMPULSORY EDUCATION LAWS, WHICH ENSURED THAT CHILDREN ATTENDED SCHOOL RATHER THAN
WORKING, THEREBY INCREASING THE DEMAND FOR CHILD LABOR.

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THESE STRATEGIES VARIED, AND THE PATH TO REFORM WAS FRAUGHT WITH CHALLENGES, INCLUDING
POWERFUL INDUSTRIAL LOBBIES AND DEEPLY INGRAINED ECONOMIC PRACTICES. HO\X/EVER, THE SUSTAINED EFFORTS OF THESE
ORGANIZATIONS GRADUALLY BUILT MOMENTUM FOR CHANGE.

LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES AND LASTING IMPACT

THE TIRELESS ADVOCACY OF REFORM ORGANIZATIONS EVENTUALLY TRANSLATED INTO SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE PROGRESS.
W/HILE THE JOURNEY WAS LONG AND OFTEN MET WITH LEGAL AND POLITICAL SETBACKS, THE CUMULATIVE IMPACT OF THEIR
EFFORTS FUNDAMENTALLY RESHAPED LABOR LAWS AND SOCIETAL NORMS IN THE UNITED STATES. EARLY VICTORIES WERE OFTEN
AT THE STATE LEVEL, WITH INDIVIDUAL STATES ENACTING THEIR OWN CHILD LABOR REGULATIONS.

A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN THE FEDERAL FIGHT AGAINST CHILD LABOR CAME WITH THE PASSAGE OF THE KEATING-OWEN ACT IN
19 16. THIS FEDERAL LAW PROHIBITED THE INTERSTATE SALE OF GOODS PRODUCED BY FACTORIES EMPLOYING CHILDREN UNDER
14 oR THOSE WORKING MORE THAN EIGHT HOURS A DAY, OR AT NIGHT. WHILE THIS ACT WAS LATER DECLARED
UNCONSTITUTIONAL BY THE SUPREME COURT, IT MARKED A CRUCIAL STEP IN ASSERTING FEDERAL AUTHORITY OVER CHILD
LABOR. SUBSEQUENT ATTEMPTS AT FEDERAL LEGISLATION, INCLUDING THE CHILD LABOR TAX LAW oF 1919, ALSO FACED
JUDICIAL CHALLENGES.

HoWEVER, THE PERSISTENT EFFORTS OF REFORMERS AND THE CHANGING SOCIAL CLIMATE LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE FAIR
LABOR STANDARDS ACT (FLSA) ofF 1938. THIS LANDMARK LEGISLATION, PASSED AS PART OF PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D.
RooseVELT'S NEw DEAL, FINALLY ESTABLISHED A FEDERAL MINIMUM AGE FOR EMPLOYMENT, LIMITED WORKING HOURS FOR
MINORS, AND SET STANDARDS FOR HAZARDOUS OCCUPATIONS. THE FLSA REMAINS A CORNERSTONE OF FEDERAL LABOR LAV,
PROVIDING ESSENTIAL PROTECTIONS FOR YOUNG WORKERS TO THIS DAY.



THE LASTING IMPACT OF THE CHILD LABOR REFORM MOVEMENT EXTENDS BEYOND MERE LEGISLATION. |T FOSTERED A SOCIETAL
UNDERSTANDING THAT CHILDHOOD IS A PERIOD FOR EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT, NOT EXPLOITATION. |T ESTABLISHED THE
PRINCIPLE THAT SOCIETY HAS A RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT ITS MOST VULNERABLE MEMBERS. THE LEGACY OF THESE REFORM
ORGANIZATIONS SERVES AS A POWERFUL REMINDER OF THE IMPORTANCE OF ADVOCACY IN DRIVING SOCIAL PROGRESS AND
ENSURING THE WELL-BEING OF FUTURE GENERATIONS.

CHALLENGES AND CONTINUED RELEVANCE

DESPITE THE SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES, THE FIGHT AGAINST EXPLOITATIVE CHILD LABOR WAS NOT ENTIRELY
ERADICATED BY THE MID-20TH CENTURY. THE LANDSCAPE OF CHILD LABOR HAS EVOLVED, AND WHILE THE OVERT INDUSTRIAL
EXPLOITATION SEEN DURING THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION IS LESS PREVALENT IN DEVELOPED NATIONS LIKE THE UNITED STATES/
NEW FORMS OF CHILD LABOR AND EXPLOITATION CONTINUE TO EMERGE. | HESE CAN INCLUDE AGRICULTURAL WORK THAT
CIRCUMVENTS LABOR LAWS, HAZARDOUS DOMESTIC LABOR, OR ENGAGEMENT IN ILLICIT ACTIVITIES.

MODERN CHALLENGES TO PROTECTING CHILD WORKERS INCLUDE THE COMPLEXITIES OF GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAINS, \WHERE
OVERSIGHT CAN BE DIFFICULT, AND THE IMPACT OF ECONOMIC DOWNTURNS THAT CAN PUSH VULNERABLE FAMILIES TO RELY ON
THEIR CHILDREN'S EARNINGS. FURTHERMORE, UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCES OF WHAT CONSTITUTES “CHILD LABOR” VERSUS
PERMISSIBLE “YOUTH EMPLOYMENT” REQUIRES ONGOING VIGILANCE AND ADAPTATION OF LEGAL FRAMEWORKS. THE RISE OF THE
GIG ECONOMY AND INFORMAL LABOR SECTORS ALSO PRESENTS NEW CHALLENGES FOR REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT.

THE HISTORY OF CHILD LABOR IN THE US DURING THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION AND THE SUBSEQUENT REFORM MOVEMENTS
PROVIDES INVALUABLE LESSONS. |T UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF STRONG REGULATORY BODIES, CONTINUOUS PUBLIC
ENGAGEMENT, AND ROBUST LEGAL PROTECTIONS. THE VIGILANCE DEMONSTRATED BY EARLY REFORM ORGANIZATIONS REMAINS A
CRITICAL MODEL FOR ADDRESSING CONTEMPORARY ISSUES OF CHILD EXPLOITATION, ENSURING THAT THE GAINS MADE ARE
SUSTAINED AND EXPANDED TO PROTECT ALL CHILDREN.

Q: WHAT WAS THE PRIMARY MOTIVATION FOR CHILD LABOR DURING THE INDUSTRIAL
RevoLuUTION IN THE US?

A: THE PRIMARY MOTIVATION FOR CHILD LABOR DURING THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION IN THE US WAS ECONOMIC NECESSITY
FOR FAMILIES AND THE DEMAND FOR CHEAP LABOR BY INDUSTRIALISTS. FAMILIES STRUGGLED TO MAKE ENDS MEET, AND
CHILDREN'S W AGES, HOWEVER MEAGER, WERE OFTEN CRUCIAL FOR SURVIVAL. FACTORY OWNERS AND MINE OPERATORS SOUGHT
OUT CHILD LABOR BECAUSE THEY COULD PAY THEM LESS THAN ADULTS AND OFTEN VIEWED THEM AS MORE PLIABLE AND LESS
LIKELY TO ORGANIZE FOR BETTER WORKING CONDITIONS.

QI How DID REFORM ORGANIZATIONS GATHER EVIDENCE OF CHILD LABOR ABUSES?

A: REFORM ORGANIZATIONS GATHERED EVIDENCE THROUGH METICULOUS RESEARCH, SURVEYS, AND DIRECT OBSERVATION.
|NVESTIGATORS, SOCIAL WORKERS, AND PHOTOGRAPHERS LIKE LEwIs HINE VISITED FACTORIES, MINES, AND FIELDS TO
DOCUMENT THE CONDITIONS CHILDREN WORKED IN, THE INJURIES THEY SUSTAINED, AND THEIR OVERALL HEALTH AND
EDUCATIONAL NEGLECT. THIS FIRSTHAND EVIDENCE, OFTEN ACCOMPANIED BY POWERFUL PHOTOGRAPHS, WAS CRUCIAL FOR
SWAYING PUBLIC OPINION AND LEGISLATIVE BODIES.

Q: \WHAT WERE SOME OF THE MOST DANGEROUS INDUSTRIES FOR CHILD LABORERS?

A: SOME OF THE MOST DANGEROUS INDUSTRIES FOR CHILD LABORERS INCLUDED COAL MINES, WHERE CHILDREN \WORKED AS
BREAKER BOYS AND TRAPPERS IN HAZARDOUS ENVIRONMENTS; TEXTILE MILLS, WHERE THEY OPERATED DANGEROUS MACHINERY
AND WERE EXPOSED TO DUST AND FUMES;, AND GLASS FACTORIES, WHERE EXTREME HEAT AND MOLTEN GLASS POSED SIGNIFICANT
RISKS.



Q: How pib THE NATIONAL CHILD LABoR CoMMITTEE (NCLC) DIFFER FROM EARLIER
REFORM EFFORTS?

A: THe NATIONAL CHILD LABor CommiTTeE (NCLC), FOUNDED IN 1904, WAS A MORE CENTRALIZED AND PROFESSIONALLY
ORGANIZED BODY COMPARED TO EARLIER, OFTEN MORE LOCALIZED OR ISSUE-SPECIFIC REFORM EFFORTS. THE NCLC FOCUSED
HEAVILY ON NATIONAL ADVOCACY, CONDUCTING EXTENSIVE RESEARCH, PUBLISHING INFLUENTIAL REPORTS, AND LOBBYING FOR
FEDERAL LEGISLATION, WHICH WAS A SIGNIFICANT STEP BEYOND THE STATE-BY-STATE APPROACH THAT CHARACTERIZED MUCH
OF EARLIER REFORM W ORK.

Q: \WHAT CHALLENGES DID REFORMERS FACE IN PASSING CHILD LABOR LAWS?

A: REFORMERS FACED SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES, INCLUDING POWERFUL OPPOSITION FROM INDUSTRIALISTS AND BUSINESS LOBBIES
WHO ARGUED THAT CHILD LABOR LAWS WOULD HINDER ECONOMIC GROWTH AND INFRINGE ON PARENTAL RIGHTS.JUDICIAL
CHALLENGES WERE ALSO A MAJOR HURDLE, WITH THE SUPREME COURT STRIKING DOWN EARLY FEDERAL CHILD LABOR LAWS,
NECESSITATING A LONG AND ARDUOUS PROCESS TO ESTABLISH FEDERAL AUTHORITY OVER THE ISSUE.

Q: How pID THE FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT OF 1938 IMPACT CHILD LABOR IN THE
usS?

A: THe FAIR LaBOR STANDARDS AcT (FLSA) oF 1938 WAS A LANDMARK PIECE OF LEGISLATION THAT SIGNIFICANTLY
CURTAILED CHILD LABOR IN THE US. |T ESTABLISHED A FEDERAL MINIMUM AGE FOR EMPLOYMENT, SET LIMITS ON THE WORKING
HOURS FOR MINORS, AND PROHIBITED THE EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN IN HAZARDOUS OCCUPATIONS. THIS ACT PROVIDED A
FOUNDATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK THAT HAS PROTECTED YOUNG WORKERS FROM EXPLOITATION FOR DECADES.

QI \WHAT IS THE RELEVANCE OF THE HISTORY OF CHILD LABOR REFORM TODAY?

A: THE HISTORY OF CHILD LABOR REFORM IS HIGHLY RELEVANT TODAY AS IT HIGHLIGHTS THE ONGOING NEED FOR VIGILANCE
AGAINST CHILD EXPLOITATION. |T PROVIDES LESSONS ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ADVOCACY, THE IMPORTANCE OF STRONG
LEGAL PROTECTIONS, AND THE NEED FOR SOCIETAL AWARENESS TO PREVENT THE RECURRENCE OF SUCH ABUSES IN NEW FORMS,
WHETHER DOMESTICALLY OR GLOBALLY. |T REMINDS US THAT PROGRESS IS OFTEN HARD-WON AND REQUIRES CONTINUOUS
EFFORT.
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