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Chicago Style Works Cited Examples for
Students: A Comprehensive Guide
Chicago style works cited examples for students are essential for academic
integrity and proper attribution. Navigating the complexities of the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) for your bibliography can seem daunting, but this
comprehensive guide aims to demystify the process. We will explore the
fundamental principles of creating a Works Cited page in Chicago style,
covering various source types from books and journal articles to websites and
interviews. Understanding how to format these entries accurately ensures that
your research is credited correctly and allows your readers to easily locate
your sources. This article will provide clear, actionable examples and
explanations to help students confidently build their bibliographies,
enhancing the credibility and professionalism of their academic work.
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Formatting Your Chicago Style Works Cited Page

Tips for Effective Chicago Style Citation

Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS)

The Chicago Manual of Style, often abbreviated as CMOS, is a widely
recognized style guide used in various academic disciplines, particularly in
the humanities and some social sciences. It offers two distinct citation
systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For most
undergraduate and graduate student papers, the Notes-Bibliography system is
more common, where in-text citations are handled through footnotes or
endnotes, and a comprehensive Works Cited or Bibliography page is provided at
the end of the document. The Author-Date system, while also supported by
CMOS, is more prevalent in the sciences and social sciences, using author and
publication year in parenthetical in-text citations.

Regardless of which system is employed, the principles of accurate and
consistent citation remain paramount. The goal of any citation style,
including Chicago, is to provide clear attribution to the original sources of
information, ideas, and direct quotations. This prevents plagiarism,
strengthens the author's credibility, and allows readers to verify the
information or explore the topic further by consulting the original works.
Familiarity with the general structure and common variations within CMOS is
crucial for producing polished academic work.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Works Cited
Entry

A well-formatted Chicago style Works Cited entry, whether for the Notes-
Bibliography or Author-Date system, generally includes several core pieces of
information, though the order and punctuation may vary depending on the
source type. These essential elements help identify and locate the source.
Key components typically include the author's name, the title of the work,
publication information such as the publisher and year, and for articles or
chapters, the publication where it appeared (e.g., journal name, magazine
title) along with relevant page numbers.

For publications where a single author is credited, the name is usually
presented with the last name first, followed by a comma, and then the first



name. In cases of multiple authors, the first author's name is inverted, and
subsequent authors are listed in normal first name-last name order. Titles of
standalone works like books are italicized, while titles of shorter works
within a larger publication, such as articles or chapters, are enclosed in
quotation marks. The publisher's name and the year of publication are
critical for books, while for periodicals, the journal title, volume and
issue numbers, and date are important. Websites require specific attention to
URLs and access dates.

Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style
Works Cited Examples

Mastering the formatting of different source types is fundamental to creating
an accurate Chicago style Works Cited page. Each medium presents unique
challenges and requires specific conventions. The following sections provide
detailed examples for the most frequently encountered sources in academic
research.

Books

Citing a book in Chicago style is a common requirement. For a single-authored
book, the entry typically begins with the author's last name, followed by
their first name, the title of the book in italics, the place of publication,
the publisher's name, and the year of publication. If there are multiple
authors, the first author's name is inverted, and subsequent authors are
listed in normal order. For edited volumes, the editor's name is used in
place of the author's, often with "ed." or "eds." following their name.

Example: Single Author Book

Smith, John. The History of American Literature. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2020.

Example: Two Authors Book

Adams, Jane, and Robert Johnson. Modern Urban Planning. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2018.

Example: Edited Book

Chen, Mei, ed. Contemporary Asian Philosophy. London: Routledge, 2021.



Journal Articles

Journal articles are a staple in academic research. The Chicago style for
journal articles requires the author's name, the title of the article in
quotation marks, the title of the journal in italics, the volume number, the
issue number, the year of publication, and the page range. For articles
accessed online, a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or URL is typically
included, along with an access date.

Example: Print Journal Article

Davis, Sarah. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse."
Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (2019): 112-130.

Example: Online Journal Article with DOI

Garcia, Maria. "Climate Change Adaptation Strategies in Developing
Nations." Environmental Policy Review 12, no. 4 (2022): 345-362.
doi:10.1080/12345678.2022.1234567.

Websites

Citing websites can be complex due to the variability of content and
structure. A typical Chicago style entry for a webpage includes the author or
organization responsible for the content, the title of the specific page in
quotation marks, the name of the website in italics, the publication or last
updated date (if available), and the URL. It is also crucial to include the
date you accessed the page.

Example: Webpage with Known Author

Lee, David. "Understanding Quantum Physics." Science Explained Today.
Last modified March 15, 2023.
https://www.scienceexplainedtoday.com/quantum-physics. Accessed October
26, 2023.

Example: Webpage by an Organization

World Health Organization. "Global Health Trends 2023." WHO Website.



Published January 10, 2023. https://www.who.int/health-trends/2023.
Accessed October 26, 2023.

Newspaper and Magazine Articles

Articles from newspapers and magazines follow a format similar to journal
articles but with specific details for these periodicals. Include the
author's name, the title of the article in quotation marks, the name of the
newspaper or magazine in italics, the date of publication, and the page
number(s). For online articles, include the URL and access date.

Example: Newspaper Article

Miller, Kevin. "Downtown Revitalization Project Underway." The City
Chronicle, September 20, 2023, A1, A4.

Example: Magazine Article (Online)

Nguyen, Linh. "The Future of Renewable Energy." Innovate Magazine,
August 2023. https://www.innovatemagazine.com/renewable-energy. Accessed
October 26, 2023.

Interviews

Interviews, whether conducted by the author or published by others, need to
be cited. If you conducted the interview, include the interviewee's name, the
type of interview (e.g., "Personal interview," "Telephone interview"), and
the date it took place. If you are citing a published interview, include the
interviewer's name, the interviewee's name, the title of the interview (if
any), the name of the publication where it appeared, and the date and page
numbers or URL.

Example: Personal Interview Conducted by Author

Rodriguez, Carlos. Personal interview. October 15, 2023.

Example: Published Interview



Anderson, Sarah. Interview by David Chen. "Navigating the Digital
Landscape." Tech Insights Quarterly, November 1, 2022, 45-52.

Chapter in an Edited Book

When citing a specific chapter from a book that has an editor and other
contributors, you list the chapter author first, followed by the chapter
title in quotation marks. Then, you include "in" followed by the book title
in italics, the editor's name(s), and then the page numbers for the chapter.
The publication information for the entire book follows.

Example: Chapter in an Edited Book

Patel, Ravi. "The Rise of Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare." In
Innovations in Medical Technology, edited by Anya Sharma, 155-178.
Boston: Academic Press, 2021.

Conference Proceedings

Citing papers or presentations from conference proceedings requires careful
attention to the authors, the title of the paper, the title of the
proceedings (if distinct), the name of the conference, the location, and the
date of the conference, along with the page numbers. If the proceedings are
published as a book or journal issue, the format will adapt accordingly.

Example: Conference Proceeding

Kim, Ji-hye. "Sustainable Urban Development Models." In Proceedings of
the International Conference on Urban Planning and Design, held in
Vancouver, BC, June 10-12, 2020, 231-245.

Dissertations and Theses

When citing dissertations and theses, you typically provide the author's
name, the title of the work in italics, the type of document (e.g., "Ph.D.
dissertation," "Master's thesis"), the university that granted the degree,
and the year of completion. If the work is available online through a
database like ProQuest, include that information.



Example: Dissertation/Thesis

Williams, Emily. The Socioeconomic Impact of Renewable Energy Policies.
Ph.D. dissertation, University of California, Berkeley, 2019.

Formatting Your Chicago Style Works Cited Page

The Works Cited page in Chicago style is a crucial element of your academic
paper. It should be placed at the end of your document, typically starting on
a new page. The heading "Works Cited" should be centered at the top of the
page. Each entry should be single-spaced within the entry, with a double
space between entries. Crucially, Chicago style employs a hanging indent for
each entry, meaning the first line of each citation is flush with the left
margin, and all subsequent lines are indented.

Alphabetize the entries by the author's last name. If a source has no author,
alphabetize it by the first significant word of the title, ignoring articles
like "A," "An," and "The." Ensure consistency in punctuation, capitalization,
and the use of italics or quotation marks as per the specific entry type. A
well-formatted Works Cited page not only demonstrates adherence to academic
standards but also enhances the readability and professional appearance of
your research paper.

Tips for Effective Chicago Style Citation

Effective citation in Chicago style goes beyond just understanding the rules;
it involves developing good research habits. Always keep track of your
sources as you find them, noting down all the necessary bibliographic
information immediately. This proactive approach saves significant time and
effort later. Utilize citation management tools, if available, to help
organize your sources and generate bibliographies, but always double-check
their output for accuracy.

When in doubt about a specific source type or formatting nuance, consult the
official Chicago Manual of Style or reliable academic writing resources. Pay
close attention to the specific requirements of your instructor or publisher,
as there can be minor variations or preferences. Consistency is key; once you
establish a format for a particular source type, apply it uniformly
throughout your Works Cited page. Proofreading your bibliography carefully is
as important as proofreading the body of your paper to catch any errors in
punctuation, spelling, or formatting.

Remember that the primary purpose of citation is to give credit where credit



is due and to enable your readers to find the information you used. By
meticulously following Chicago style guidelines for your Works Cited entries,
you uphold academic integrity and enhance the scholarly value of your work.
This detailed approach ensures your research is both credible and easily
verifiable.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago
style?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end. The Author-Date system
uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author, Year, Page) and a reference
list at the end. Most humanities fields prefer Notes-Bibliography, while
social sciences and sciences often use Author-Date.

Q: How do I cite an edited book in Chicago style if
it has multiple editors?
A: For a book with two or three editors, list them all in the citation,
inverting the first editor's name and using normal order for the rest,
followed by "eds." If there are four or more editors, cite the first editor's
name followed by "et al." (and others).

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website with no
clear author or publication date?
A: If there is no specific author, use the organization or website name. If
there is no publication or last updated date, use "n.d." (no date) in place
of the date. Always include the URL and the date you accessed the page.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers for online
journal articles?
A: Yes, if the online journal article provides page numbers (which most do,
often corresponding to the print version), you should include them in your
citation. If it's a web-only article without pagination, omit page numbers
but ensure the URL is correct.



Q: How do I format the Works Cited page in Chicago
style for a book with a subtitle?
A: You include the subtitle after the main title, separated by a colon. For
example: The Main Title: The Subtitle. Ensure proper capitalization for the
subtitle according to Chicago style rules.

Q: What if I cite multiple works by the same author
in my Chicago style paper?
A: In the Works Cited list, when you have multiple entries by the same
author, you list them alphabetically by title. For subsequent entries after
the first one, you can use three em dashes (—) followed by a period in place
of the author's full name to indicate repetition.

Q: Is it acceptable to use online citation
generators for Chicago style?
A: Online citation generators can be helpful starting points, but they are
not always perfectly accurate. It is crucial to cross-reference their output
with official Chicago style guidelines and manually verify every detail to
ensure correctness, especially for complex source types.

Q: How do I cite a government document in Chicago
style?
A: Citing government documents can vary. Generally, you would start with the
government body responsible (e.g., Department of Education), followed by the
title of the document, publication information (like report number), and
publication details. Refer to the CMOS for specific government publication
formats.
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