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Chicago style what to include in conclusion is a crucial final step in academic and professional writing,
ensuring your work leaves a lasting and impactful impression. A well-crafted conclusion in Chicago style
doesn't merely summarize; it synthesizes key arguments, reiterates the thesis in new terms, and often offers a
forward-looking perspective or a call to action. Understanding the nuances of this style is paramount for
students and researchers alike, as it guides the structure and content of this vital section. This article will
delve into the essential components of a Chicago style conclusion, offering detailed guidance on how to
effectively wrap up your paper, from restating your thesis to providing final thoughts that resonate with
your audience. We will explore the purpose of a conclusion, common pitfalls to avoid, and specific elements
that contribute to a strong, persuasive closing.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style Conclusion

The primary purpose of a conclusion in Chicago style is to provide a sense of closure for the reader. It’s where
the author brings together all the threads of the argument presented in the body of the paper and offers a final
perspective. A strong conclusion should reinforce the significance of the research or argument, leaving the
reader with a clear understanding of the paper's contribution to the broader conversation. It acts as the final
opportunity to persuade your audience, solidify your position, and demonstrate the full scope of your
analysis. More than just a recap, it’s a synthesis that elevates the preceding discussion.

A conclusion in Chicago style is not merely a formality; it’s an integral part of the argumentative structure.
It allows you to remind the reader of the core problem or question you set out to address and how your
paper has provided a comprehensive answer. The effectiveness of your entire paper hinges, to a significant degree,
on how well you conclude. Therefore, dedicating sufficient time and thought to this section is an investment in
the overall impact and perceived quality of your work.



Key Elements to Include in Your Chicago Style Conclusion

When approaching the conclusion section of a paper written in Chicago style, several key elements are
indispensable. These components work in concert to create a powerful and memorable closing. Neglecting any
one of these can diminish the overall effectiveness of your argument and its lasting impression.

Restating the Thesis Statement

A critical component of a Chicago style conclusion is the restatement of your thesis statement. However, this
is not a simple repetition. The thesis should be rephrased in a new and engaging way, reflecting the knowledge and
insights gained throughout the paper. It should serve as a reminder of the central argument you have been
developing, but now it carries the weight of your supporting evidence and analysis. Think of it as presenting the
core idea from a different angle, demonstrating your mastery of the subject.

The rephrased thesis should be integrated seamlessly into the flow of the conclusion, often appearing early in
the section. It acts as an anchor, grounding the reader and reinforcing the main point of your entire endeavor.
The goal is to show how the journey through your paper has validated and deepened the initial assertion.

Summarizing Main Arguments

Following the rephrased thesis, a concise summary of your main arguments is essential. This involves briefly
touching upon the key points and evidence presented in the body paragraphs. The summary should highlight how
each of these arguments contributed to supporting your thesis. It's important to avoid introducing new
information or evidence in the conclusion; instead, focus on synthesizing what has already been discussed.

This summary acts as a roadmap for the reader, reminding them of the logical progression of your ideas. It
reinforces the structure of your paper and demonstrates that your argument has been thoroughly supported.
The key is brevity and clarity, connecting each summarized point back to the overarching thesis.

Synthesizing Information

Beyond simply summarizing, a robust Chicago style conclusion synthesizes the information presented. This means
showing how the various pieces of evidence and arguments connect and interact to create a larger picture. It
involves demonstrating the coherence and interconnectedness of your ideas, rather than just presenting them in
isolation. Synthesis reveals the deeper meaning and implications of your findings.

This synthesis can involve drawing parallels between different aspects of your argument, highlighting patterns,
or revealing underlying principles that tie your research together. It’s about demonstrating a holistic
understanding of the topic and how your individual points contribute to a comprehensive understanding.

Offering Final Thoughts or Implications

A truly impactful Chicago style conclusion goes beyond summarizing and synthesizing by offering final
thoughts or exploring the broader implications of your research. This could involve suggesting avenues for
future research, discussing the practical applications of your findings, or commenting on the significance of
your argument within its broader field. It’s an opportunity to leave the reader with something to ponder.

These final thoughts should be directly related to the arguments you have presented. Avoid introducing
entirely new topics or making unsupported claims. The aim is to extend the reader's understanding and encourage
them to consider the long-term relevance and impact of your work.



Avoiding Common Conclusion Mistakes

To ensure your Chicago style conclusion is effective, it is vital to avoid certain common pitfalls. One
frequent mistake is introducing new information or arguments that have not been previously discussed. The
conclusion is a place for reflection and summation, not for presenting novel ideas. Another error is simply
repeating the introduction or thesis verbatim without any rephrasing or added depth.

Furthermore, ending with an apology or expressing uncertainty about your findings can undermine your
credibility. Conclusions should project confidence and conviction. Finally, concluding with a weak or abrupt
statement that doesn't provide a sense of closure can leave the reader feeling unsatisfied.

Crafting a Strong Closing Statement

The closing statement of your Chicago style conclusion is your last opportunity to make a lasting
impression. It should be memorable, impactful, and clearly articulate the ultimate takeaway of your paper. A
strong closing can reiterate the importance of your thesis in a compelling way, offer a thought-provoking
final observation, or provide a sense of resolution that resonates with the reader. It’s where you can leave
your audience with a sense of the significance and value of your research.

When formulating your closing statement, consider its tone and its ability to connect with the reader on a
deeper level. It should feel like a natural culmination of your argument, reinforcing your expertise and the
thoroughness of your investigation. A well-crafted closing statement ensures that your paper concludes
with authority and leaves a definitive mark.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary function of a conclusion in Chicago style writing?
A: The primary function of a conclusion in Chicago style writing is to provide a sense of closure, synthesize the
paper's main points, reiterate the thesis in a new light, and leave the reader with a lasting impression of the
argument's significance.

Q: Should I introduce new information in my Chicago style conclusion?
A: No, you should absolutely not introduce new information, evidence, or arguments in your Chicago style
conclusion. The conclusion is for summarizing, synthesizing, and offering final reflections on what has already
been presented.

Q: How do I effectively restate my thesis in a Chicago style conclusion?
A: To effectively restate your thesis, rephrase it using different wording and sentence structures than in your
introduction. This restatement should reflect the insights and evidence you have developed throughout your
paper, demonstrating how your argument has been proven or deepened.

Q: Is it acceptable to simply summarize the body paragraphs in a Chicago
style conclusion?
A: While summarizing the main arguments from the body paragraphs is crucial, a strong Chicago style
conclusion goes beyond mere summarization. It involves synthesizing these points, showing how they connect and



contribute to the overall thesis, and often offering broader implications.

Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when writing a Chicago style
conclusion?
A: Common mistakes to avoid include introducing new information, repeating the introduction verbatim, being
overly apologetic or uncertain, and ending abruptly without a clear sense of closure.

Q: How long should a Chicago style conclusion typically be?
A: The length of a Chicago style conclusion can vary depending on the overall length and complexity of the
paper, but it should generally be proportionate to the introduction and body. It should be long enough to
adequately summarize and synthesize without being overly lengthy or repetitive.

Q: Can a Chicago style conclusion offer recommendations for future
research?
A: Yes, offering recommendations for future research is a common and effective way to conclude a Chicago
style paper, especially in academic contexts. It demonstrates an awareness of the ongoing nature of scholarly
inquiry and the potential for further exploration of the topic.

Q: How can I ensure my closing statement is impactful?
A: To craft an impactful closing statement, ensure it is concise, memorable, and reinforces the central message
of your paper. Consider ending with a strong, thought-provoking statement that emphasizes the significance or
broader relevance of your findings.
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