
chicago style what not to include in conclusion

chicago style what not to include in conclusion is a critical aspect of academic and professional writing,
ensuring that your final thoughts are impactful and adhere to established scholarly standards. A well-crafted
conclusion reinforces your main arguments, provides a sense of closure, and leaves a lasting impression on
your reader. However, it's equally important to understand what should be omitted to maintain clarity,
conciseness, and academic integrity. This comprehensive guide delves into the common pitfalls and
essential elements to avoid when finalizing your Chicago style paper, focusing on what not to include in
your conclusion to achieve optimal results. We will explore areas such as introducing new information,
excessive summarization, apologies, and unsubstantiated claims, providing clear guidance for writers at all
levels.
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What Not to Introduce in Your Chicago Style Conclusion

Introducing New Arguments or Evidence
One of the most crucial rules for a Chicago style conclusion, or any academic conclusion for that matter, is
the strict prohibition of introducing entirely new arguments or evidence. Your conclusion is meant to
synthesize and reflect upon what has already been presented and discussed throughout the body of your
paper. Bringing in novel ideas or data at this late stage can confuse the reader and undermine the
coherence of your entire work. It suggests that you either forgot to include this important information
earlier or that your original argument was underdeveloped. Instead, focus on reinforcing the points you
have already thoroughly explained and supported.

The role of the conclusion is to bring together the threads of your research and analysis. If a new point is
crucial, it should have been integrated into the main body of the text with appropriate evidence and
discussion. Attempting to shoehorn it into the conclusion feels like an afterthought and can detract from the
polished presentation of your research. Therefore, when drafting your concluding section, resist the
temptation to present any information that has not already been a part of your established discourse.



Overly Specific Details or Minor Points
While your conclusion should provide a satisfying sense of finality, it is not the place for minute details or
tangential points that were perhaps mentioned briefly in the body of your paper. These specifics have
already served their purpose within the context of your broader arguments. Reintroducing them in the
conclusion can make your closing seem cluttered and unfocused. The conclusion should operate at a higher
level of generalization, summarizing the overarching significance of your findings rather than re-
examining minor elements.

Think of your conclusion as the panoramic view after a detailed tour. You don't point out every single
pebble on the path again; instead, you highlight the overall landscape and the journey's impact. Similarly,
in your writing, the conclusion should reiterate the main thesis and its implications without getting bogged
down in the minutiae that have already been explored. Focus on the forest, not the individual trees, at this
stage.

The Pitfalls of Excessive Summarization in Conclusions

Restating Every Single Point
While a degree of summarization is essential in a conclusion, simply restating every point made in the
body of your paper in a mechanical fashion can lead to a redundant and uninspired ending. This approach
often feels like a checklist of your arguments rather than a thoughtful synthesis. Readers have just spent
considerable time with your detailed explanations; they do not need to be read each one back to them
verbatim or in the same order. The goal is not repetition but reinforcement and elevation.

A more effective approach involves rephrasing your key arguments in a new light, emphasizing their
interconnectedness and overall contribution to your thesis. This shows a deeper understanding and allows
the reader to see how the various pieces of your research fit together to form a cohesive whole. The
essence of your points should be captured, not their every utterance.

Lack of Synthesis or Insight
A conclusion that merely summarizes without offering any synthesis or new insight fails to leave a
meaningful impact. Synthesis involves drawing connections between your points, highlighting the
overarching significance of your research, and explaining why your findings matter. If your conclusion
reads like a mere regurgitation of facts and arguments, it misses an opportunity to demonstrate the full
value of your work. A strong conclusion elevates your discussion beyond the sum of its parts.

Consider what broader implications your research holds. What are the unanswered questions that your
work might inspire? What is the ultimate takeaway message you want your reader to remember?
Providing this level of thoughtful reflection transforms a simple summary into a powerful concluding
statement that resonates with the reader and solidifies the importance of your contribution to the field.



Avoiding Apologies and Weakening Statements

Apologizing for Limitations or Lack of Scope
It is unprofessional and counterproductive to apologize for perceived limitations in your research within
the conclusion. Phrases such as "While this paper could not cover X..." or "Due to space constraints, I was
unable to explore Y..." weaken your argument and can make your work seem incomplete or inadequately
researched. Your research should stand on its own merits, and any acknowledged limitations should ideally
have been addressed proactively within the body of the paper if they were significant.

If there are indeed areas for future research or acknowledged constraints, they should be presented
constructively as opportunities for further study rather than as excuses for what was not achieved. The
conclusion should convey confidence in the research presented, not insecurity. Focus on the strengths and
contributions of your work, rather than drawing attention to its potential shortcomings in a way that
undermines your credibility.

Using Tentative or Uncertain Language
A conclusion should present your findings and arguments with a degree of confidence. Employing
tentative language, such as "I think," "it seems," "perhaps," or "maybe," can undermine the authority of your
research and dilute the impact of your conclusions. Your research and analysis should lead to firm
assertions, supported by the evidence you have provided. The reader expects a definitive statement of your
position and findings at the end of your paper.

Ensure that your language reflects the strength of your evidence and the rigor of your analysis. Replace
weak qualifiers with more assertive phrasing where appropriate. For example, instead of "It seems that the
data suggests...", consider "The data clearly indicates..." or "My findings demonstrate...". This shift in
language conveys a more authoritative and confident stance, reinforcing the validity of your work.

The Danger of Unsubstantiated Claims and New Evidence

Making Bold Claims Without Prior Support
Introducing unsubstantiated claims in your conclusion is a significant error in academic writing. Any
assertions made in the conclusion should be directly supported by the arguments and evidence presented
throughout the body of your paper. If you make a new, unsupported claim at the end, it will appear to the
reader as an assertion lacking any foundation, thereby weakening your overall credibility and the impact of
your conclusion.

The conclusion's role is to solidify and extend the implications of your already established arguments. It
should not be a platform for introducing entirely new assertions that have not undergone the process of
evidence-based reasoning and discussion. Ensure that every statement in your conclusion can be traced



back to the substantive content of your paper.

Presenting New Evidence or Citations
Similar to introducing new arguments, presenting new evidence or citations in your conclusion is a
violation of the fundamental structure of academic writing. All evidence that supports your claims should
be integrated and discussed within the main body of your paper, with proper citations. Adding new
evidence at the conclusion stage suggests a lack of thoroughness in your research and presentation. It can
also create an impression of a rushed or incomplete effort.

The conclusion should draw upon the evidence already presented to reinforce the significance of your
findings. It is not the venue for discovering or introducing further supporting material. If you find yourself
wanting to include additional evidence, it is best to revisit the body of your paper and integrate it where it
logically fits, rather than appending it to the conclusion. This ensures that your arguments are consistently
and comprehensively supported throughout your work.

Maintaining Focus: What to Exclude for a Stronger Finish

Repetitive Phrasing and Redundancy
While some reiteration of key ideas is necessary for reinforcement, verbatim repetition of sentences or
phrases from the body of your paper in the conclusion should be avoided. This can make your conclusion
feel unoriginal and lazy. The goal is to rephrase and synthesize, offering a fresh perspective on your main
points, rather than simply copying and pasting. Strive for elegant restatement that reinforces without being
monotonous.

A strong conclusion uses different language and a more concise structure to echo the core messages of your
paper. This demonstrates a mastery of your subject matter and an ability to communicate complex ideas
efficiently. Avoiding direct repetition ensures that your conclusion adds value by offering a refined and
synthesized overview.

Irrelevant Anecdotes or Personal Opinions
Unless your paper is explicitly a personal narrative or a reflective essay where such elements are
permitted and clearly framed, personal opinions and irrelevant anecdotes have no place in a Chicago style
conclusion. Academic writing demands objectivity and evidence-based reasoning. Introducing personal
beliefs or tangential stories can detract from the seriousness and credibility of your research. The focus
should remain on the objective analysis and implications of your work.

Your conclusion should be professional and scholarly, reflecting the research and analytical rigor of your
paper. Stick to the implications of your findings and their broader significance within the context of your



field. Avoid any content that might be perceived as subjective or not directly related to the core arguments
you have meticulously developed.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of a conclusion in Chicago style?
A: The primary purpose of a conclusion in Chicago style is to summarize the main arguments, reinforce the
thesis statement, and provide a sense of closure to the reader. It should also offer a final thought on the
significance or implications of the research presented, without introducing new information.

Q: Can I introduce a new, related idea in my Chicago style conclusion?
A: No, you should not introduce a completely new idea in your Chicago style conclusion. The conclusion is
for synthesizing and reflecting on what has already been discussed. If an idea is crucial, it needs to be
integrated into the body of the paper.

Q: Is it acceptable to apologize for the limitations of my research in the
conclusion?
A: It is generally not advisable to apologize for limitations in your Chicago style conclusion. Instead, focus on
the strengths of your research and present any acknowledged limitations as opportunities for future study,
rather than as excuses.

Q: How much summarization is too much in a Chicago style conclusion?
A: Excessive summarization that merely restates every point verbatim or in the same order can be
detrimental. A good conclusion synthesizes key ideas, showing their connections and overall significance,
rather than simply listing them again.

Q: Should I include citations in my Chicago style conclusion?
A: Typically, you should not introduce new evidence or citations in your conclusion. All supporting
evidence and their corresponding citations should be present in the body of your paper. The conclusion
draws upon this existing support to reinforce your thesis.



Q: What kind of language should I use in a Chicago style conclusion?
A: You should use confident and assertive language in your Chicago style conclusion. Avoid tentative
phrases like "I think" or "perhaps," and instead use language that reflects the strength of your evidence and
analysis, such as "The findings demonstrate..." or "This research indicates...".

Q: Can I offer personal opinions in my Chicago style conclusion?
A: Unless your paper is a personal reflection or an essay where such elements are explicitly permitted,
personal opinions are generally not appropriate for a Chicago style conclusion. The focus should remain on
objective analysis and the implications of your research.

Q: What is the best way to end a Chicago style paper?
A: The best way to end a Chicago style paper is with a strong, conclusive statement that reinforces your
thesis and leaves the reader with a clear understanding of your research's importance and its broader
implications. It should feel complete and satisfying, but not abrupt.
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