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Understanding Chicago Style Visual
Referencing: A Comprehensive Guide
chicago style visual referencing format chicago is a crucial element for
scholars, students, and researchers working with visual materials within the
renowned Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). Properly citing images,
illustrations, tables, and other visual aids ensures academic integrity,
avoids plagiarism, and allows readers to locate and verify the sources of
visual information. This guide will delve into the intricacies of the Chicago
style visual referencing format, covering essential components, specific
examples for various visual types, and the nuances of in-text citations and
bibliographical entries. Understanding these principles is vital for anyone
presenting academic work that incorporates visual elements according to
Chicago's established guidelines.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Visual Referencing

The Chicago Manual of Style, in its 17th edition, provides comprehensive
guidelines for academic writing, including the often-complex area of visual
referencing. The core principle behind any citation style, including Chicago,
is to give credit to the original creator and to provide enough information
for your audience to find the source material themselves. For visual



materials, this means detailing not just the creator and title, but also the
medium, date of creation, and publication or collection where it can be
found. Adhering to the Chicago style visual referencing format chicago
ensures that your work is presented professionally and ethically.

The Importance of Proper Citation for Visuals

Failing to properly cite visual materials can have serious consequences,
ranging from accusations of plagiarism to a loss of credibility. Visuals are
a form of intellectual property, and their creators deserve to be
acknowledged. Furthermore, clear and consistent referencing allows readers to
critically engage with the visual evidence presented in your work. They can
assess the context, authenticity, and relevance of the image or graphic by
being able to trace it back to its origin.

Key Differences from Textual Citations

While the underlying principles of attribution are the same, referencing
visual materials in Chicago style often involves additional details compared
to citing a book or article. For instance, the medium of the visual (e.g.,
photograph, painting, digital image) and its physical or digital location are
paramount. The distinction between an original work and a reproduction is
also crucial, influencing how the citation is constructed.

Essential Components of a Visual Reference

A complete Chicago style visual reference, whether for an in-text note or a
bibliographical entry, typically includes several key pieces of information.
These components work together to create a clear and unambiguous
identification of the visual source. Understanding these elements is the
first step to mastering Chicago style visual referencing format chicago.

Creator or Author

This is the individual or entity responsible for creating the visual work.
For photographs, it's the photographer; for paintings, the artist; for
illustrations, the illustrator. If the creator is unknown or difficult to
ascertain, you may use the title of the work or the name of the institution
that holds or published it.



Title of the Work

This is the official title of the artwork, photograph, illustration, table,
or graph. If no title is readily available, you may create a descriptive
title, often enclosed in brackets or parentheses, to identify the visual.

Date of Creation or Publication

This refers to the date the visual was originally created. If the visual is a
reproduction, you might also include the publication date of the source where
you found it.

Medium and Dimensions (if applicable)

For original artworks or unique visual pieces, specifying the medium (e.g.,
oil on canvas, watercolor, digital) and dimensions can be important for
context. For reproduced images, this information might be less critical but
is often included in detailed bibliographical entries.

Publisher, Collection, or Repository

This indicates where the visual can be found. It could be a museum, a
gallery, a specific book, a website, or an archive.

Access Information (for online visuals)

For digital images, providing the URL and the date of access is essential, as
online content can change or disappear.

In-Text Citations for Visual Materials

Chicago style offers two primary systems for in-text citations: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. For visual materials, the
notes-bibliography system is more commonly used and often preferred for its
flexibility. This system involves numbered notes that correspond to entries
in a bibliography.



Using Footnotes or Endnotes

When you refer to a visual in your text, you will typically insert a
superscript number. This number corresponds to a footnote at the bottom of
the page or an endnote at the end of the document. The note will contain the
necessary citation information for the visual. The Chicago style visual
referencing format chicago emphasizes clarity and conciseness in these notes.

Brief Citation in Notes

The initial note for a visual will usually provide a more complete citation,
while subsequent notes referring to the same visual can be shortened. This
ensures that readers have immediate access to key details without repetitive
lengthy information.

Example of In-Text Citation (Notes-Bibliography
System):

Let's say you are discussing Van Gogh's "Starry Night."

In your text:
The swirling brushstrokes in Van Gogh's masterpiece evoke a sense of cosmic
energy.1

In your footnote/endnote:
1. Vincent van Gogh, The Starry Night, 1889, oil on canvas, Museum of Modern
Art, New York.

Bibliographical Entries for Visual Materials

The bibliography at the end of your work provides a comprehensive list of all
sources cited, including visual materials. The entries for visuals in a
Chicago style bibliography follow a structured format to ensure consistency
and completeness. This section is critical for the Chicago style visual
referencing format chicago.

Format for Visual Works

Bibliographical entries for visual works aim to provide all the necessary
information for retrieval. The exact format can vary slightly depending on
the type of visual, but the core elements remain consistent.



Order of Information

Generally, the order in the bibliography is: Creator's Last Name, First Name.
Title of Work. Date of Creation. Medium. Collection or Publisher, Location.
Access information (if applicable).

Example of Bibliographical Entry:

Vincent van Gogh, The Starry Night. 1889. Oil on
canvas. Museum of Modern Art, New York.

Specific Examples of Chicago Style Visual
Referencing

Applying the general principles to specific types of
visual materials requires attention to detail. The
Chicago style visual referencing format chicago
adapts to the nuances of each medium.

Citing Images and Photographs

When citing a photograph or a digitized image, it's
important to note the photographer if known, the
title of the photograph, the date it was taken, and
where it was accessed.

Original Photograph

In-text note:



The striking portrait captured the subject's
resilience.1

Footnote/Endnote:

1. Ansel Adams, Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico,
1941, gelatin silver print, Collection of Ansel
Adams, Yosemite Valley, CA.

Bibliography:

Adams, Ansel. Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico. 1941.
Gelatin silver print. Collection of Ansel Adams,
Yosemite Valley, CA.

Online Image

In-text note:

The architectural rendering showcased innovative
design principles.2

Footnote/Endnote:

2. "Grand Central Terminal Facade Rendering," circa
1910, architectural drawing, The New York Public
Library, accessed July 20, 2023,
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/123456789.

Bibliography:



"Grand Central Terminal Facade Rendering." Circa
1910. Architectural drawing. The New York Public
Library. Accessed July 20, 2023.
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/123456789.

Citing Figures and Illustrations

Figures and illustrations often appear within books
or articles. The citation should reflect both the
illustration itself and the source publication.

Illustration within a Book

In-text note:

The intricate diagram clarified the complex
biological process.3

Footnote/Endnote:

3. Ernst Haeckel, "Radiolaria," illustration in Art
Forms from the World of Nature, 1904, in The Art of
Life: Scientific Photographs, ed. Werner Kirstein
(Munich: Prestel, 2002), plate 7.

Bibliography:

Haeckel, Ernst. "Radiolaria." Illustration in Art
Forms from the World of Nature. 1904. In The Art of



Life: Scientific Photographs, edited by Werner
Kirstein, plate 7. Munich: Prestel, 2002.

Citing Tables and Graphs

Tables and graphs present data visually. The
citation should identify the source of the data and
the creator of the presentation.

Table from a Report

In-text note:

The economic indicators showed a significant
upturn.4

Footnote/Endnote:

4. U.S. Census Bureau, "Table 3: Population Growth
by Region, 2010-2020," in United States Demographic
Report, 2021, 45.

Bibliography:

U.S. Census Bureau. "Table 3: Population Growth by
Region, 2010-2020." In United States Demographic
Report, 45. 2021.



Citing Maps and Diagrams

Maps and diagrams require careful description to
identify them accurately.

Historical Map

In-text note:

The map depicted the territorial claims of the era.5

Footnote/Endnote:

5. "Map of the United States and Territories,"
engraved by J.B. Allen, published by S. Augustus
Mitchell, 1855, Library of Congress, Washington,
D.C.

Bibliography:

"Map of the United States and Territories." Engraved
by J.B. Allen. Published by S. Augustus Mitchell,
1855. Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Special Considerations for Visual Referencing



Beyond the standard formats, there are several
specific situations that require careful attention
within the Chicago style visual referencing format
chicago.

Creative Commons and Public Domain Images

Images licensed under Creative Commons or those in
the public domain still require attribution, though
the specifics might differ. Always check the terms
of the license. For public domain images, stating
that it is in the public domain and providing the
source is often sufficient.

When to Cite Visual Materials

You must cite any visual material that is not your
own original creation. This includes:

Images you have found online.

Photographs taken by someone else.

Illustrations, diagrams, charts, and graphs
created by others.

Works of art reproduced in your text.



Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Visual Referencing

Researchers often make mistakes when citing visuals.
Being aware of these common errors can help you
avoid them.

Failing to include all necessary components
(creator, title, date, source).

Inconsistent formatting between
footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography.

Incorrectly citing online images without access
dates or URLs.

Assuming a visual is in the public domain without
verification.

Confusing the date of creation with the date of
publication of a reproduction.

Mastering the Chicago style visual referencing
format chicago is an ongoing process that requires
diligence and attention to detail. By understanding
the core principles, adhering to specific formats
for different visual types, and being aware of
common pitfalls, you can confidently and ethically
incorporate visual materials into your academic
work.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing an
image in the Chicago style and a traditional text
source?

A: The primary difference lies in the additional
details required for visual referencing, such as the
medium of the visual, its dimensions (if relevant),
and its specific location (physical or digital
repository). While both require attribution of
creator and title, visuals necessitate a more
granular description to pinpoint the specific
artwork or graphic.

Q: Do I need to cite images that I found on Google
Images?

A: Yes, absolutely. Regardless of where you find an
image, if it is not your own creation, you must cite
it. Google Images is a search engine; it does not
own the copyright to the images it displays. You
will need to trace the image back to its original
source and cite it accordingly, including the URL
and access date for online images.

Q: How do I cite a figure or table that is directly
reproduced from another book or journal article in
my Chicago style paper?



A: You will cite it as a reproduction. Your in-text
note and bibliography entry will include information
about the original creator and work, as well as the
source publication where you found it. For example,
you would credit the original artist or author of
the table, and then provide the book or journal
title, editor or author, publisher, year, and page
number where you encountered it.

Q: What if the creator of a visual work is unknown?

A: If the creator of a visual work is unknown, you
can begin your citation with the title of the work.
In some cases, especially with historical artifacts
or anonymous art, you might use the name of the
institution or archive that holds the work as the
primary entry point if a title is also absent or
insufficient for identification.

Q: How should I handle images that are licensed
under Creative Commons in Chicago style?

A: For Creative Commons images, you still need to
provide attribution. The specific requirements will
depend on the particular Creative Commons license.
Generally, you should credit the creator, mention
the license type, and provide a link to the source.
Always check the specific CC license for detailed
attribution instructions.

Q: Is it always necessary to include dimensions for



visual references in Chicago style?

A: Including dimensions is typically reserved for
original artworks or unique visual pieces where the
physical size is a significant aspect of the work or
its context. For reproductions of images,
illustrations, or tables found in publications,
dimensions are usually not included in the citation.

Q: What is the difference between a brief and a full
note for visual materials in the Chicago notes-
bibliography system?

A: The first time you cite a visual in a note, you
provide a full citation containing all essential
information. Subsequent notes referring to the same
visual can use a shortened form, typically including
the creator's last name and a shortened title, along
with the page number if applicable.

Q: Can I use a photograph I found on a personal
blog?

A: Yes, but you must cite it. Treat the blog post
like any other online source. You would cite the
blogger as the author, the title of the blog post or
the image itself, the blog's name, the publication
date, and the URL with the date you accessed it.
It's always best to try and find the original source
of the image if possible.



Chicago Style Visual Referencing Format Chicago

Chicago Style Visual Referencing Format Chicago

Related Articles

chicago style quote plagiarism
chicago style research paper formatting
readability
chicago style social science paper template

Back to Home

https://www.chem.study/textbooks-033/chicago-style-visual-referencing-format-chicago.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-033/chicago-style-quote-plagiarism.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-033/chicago-style-research-paper-formatting-readability.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-033/chicago-style-research-paper-formatting-readability.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-033/chicago-style-social-science-paper-template.pdf
https://www.chem.study

