
chicago style titles of works

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides comprehensive guidelines for citing and formatting

various elements of written work, and its rules for chicago style titles of works are particularly important

for maintaining consistency and clarity. Whether you are writing a book, an essay, a journal article, or

a website, understanding how to properly style titles is crucial for academic and professional credibility.

This article will delve deeply into the nuances of chicago style titles of works, covering the distinctions

between major and minor works, the capitalization rules, and the application of italics versus quotation

marks. We will explore how to handle titles of books, articles, chapters, poems, songs, and even film

and television episodes, ensuring you have a thorough grasp of this essential stylistic component.
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Understanding Major vs. Minor Works in Chicago Style

The distinction between major and minor works is fundamental to applying Chicago style titles of works

correctly. This categorization dictates whether a title should be italicized or enclosed in quotation

marks. Generally, major works are considered stand-alone publications or significant creations that are

typically published independently. Minor works, conversely, are parts of larger works or shorter, self-

contained pieces that are usually published within a larger publication. Understanding this hierarchy is



the first step in mastering Chicago's approach to titles.

Major works encompass a broad range of creative and intellectual output. These are the primary

entities that readers engage with as distinct creations. Think of them as the overarching creations that

house smaller, distinct components. The importance of correctly identifying a work as major or minor

cannot be overstated, as it directly impacts its presentation on the page and in bibliographies, ensuring

adherence to established scholarly and publishing standards.

Capitalization Rules for Chicago Style Titles of Works

Chicago style employs what is known as "title case" for the capitalization of titles. This means that all

principal words in a title are capitalized, while articles (a, an, the), conjunctions (and, but, or, for, nor,

so, yet), and prepositions (of, in, on, at, to, for, with, etc.) are generally lowercased unless they are the

first or last word of the title or subtitle. This rule applies to both major and minor works, although the

treatment of the title itself (italics vs. quotes) will differ.

Principal Words in Title Case

Principal words include nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. These are the words that

carry the primary meaning of the title. For example, in the title "The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,"

"The" is capitalized because it is the first word, "Adventures" is capitalized as a noun, "of" is

lowercased as a preposition, "Huckleberry" is capitalized as an adjective modifying Finn, and "Finn" is

capitalized as a proper noun. This consistent application of title case ensures that titles are presented

uniformly.



Exceptions to Title Case Rules

There are a few key exceptions to the title case rules. As mentioned, the first and last words of any

title or subtitle are always capitalized, regardless of their grammatical function. This ensures that titles

have a clear beginning and end visually. Additionally, some style guides or specific publishing houses

may have their own stylistic preferences for certain types of words, but following the core CMOS rules

is the standard for general academic and professional writing.

Italicizing Titles: When and Why

Italics are used in Chicago style to denote works that are considered major and self-contained. The

primary purpose of italicization is to distinguish these larger, independent works from their constituent

parts or from shorter pieces that are part of a larger whole. It serves as a visual cue to the reader,

signaling that they are encountering the title of a significant, stand-alone publication.

Italicizing Major Works

The general rule of thumb in Chicago style is to italicize the titles of books, periodicals (journals,

magazines, newspapers), websites, databases, and other standalone publications. This includes

novels, collections of essays or short stories, plays, films, television series, albums, and works of art.

The consistent use of italics for these types of works helps to create a clear hierarchy and avoids

confusion with smaller components within them.



For instance, when referencing a novel, the title of the novel itself would be italicized. If you were

discussing a chapter within that novel, the chapter title would be treated differently. This distinction is

crucial for accurate citation and for guiding the reader through the structure of your references.

Using Quotation Marks for Titles

Quotation marks, in contrast to italics, are reserved for the titles of shorter works that are considered

parts of larger wholes. This convention helps to differentiate these smaller, contained works from the

major works in which they are published or presented. The use of quotation marks clearly signals that

the titled item is a component rather than an independent entity.

Quoting Minor Works

Titles of articles in journals, magazines, or newspapers; chapters in books; essays; poems; short

stories; songs; and individual episodes of television or radio programs are typically enclosed in

quotation marks. This applies whether the source is in print or online. For example, a specific article

within a magazine would have its title in quotation marks, while the title of the magazine itself would be

italicized.

The use of quotation marks for these shorter pieces is a convention that enhances readability and

helps to clarify the relationship between the specific piece being referenced and the larger publication

it belongs to. It’s a subtle but significant distinction in how titles are presented.



Styling Titles of Books and Other Major Works

Titles of books are a prime example of major works in Chicago style. When you refer to a book in your

text or list it in a bibliography, its title must be italicized. This rule extends to the full title and any

subtitles. For example, if you are discussing "The Great Gatsby," the title would appear as The Great

Gatsby.

Periodicals and Websites

Similarly, the titles of periodicals such as academic journals, magazines, and newspapers are

italicized. This applies whether you are referring to the entire publication or a specific issue. For

example, The New York Times or Nature would be italicized. Websites and online databases are also

treated as major works and their titles should be italicized.

Other Major Works

Other types of major works that require italicization include plays, films, television series, albums, and

longer musical compositions like symphonies. When citing these, the full title of the work should be

italicized. For example, a reference to the film "Parasite" would appear as Parasite.

Styling Titles of Articles, Chapters, and Other Minor Works



Titles of articles published within journals, magazines, or newspapers are enclosed in quotation marks.

For instance, an article titled "The Future of Artificial Intelligence" published in Scientific American

would be presented as "The Future of Artificial Intelligence" in Scientific American. This distinction

between the article's title (in quotes) and the journal's title (in italics) is critical.

Chapters and Essays

When referring to a chapter within a book or an essay within a collection, the title of that specific

chapter or essay is placed within quotation marks. For example, if you are referencing "The Cask of

Amontillado," a short story by Edgar Allan Poe found in a collection titled Tales of Mystery and

Imagination, the short story's title would be presented as "The Cask of Amontillado" within Tales of

Mystery and Imagination.

Poems, Songs, and Short Works

Shorter creative works such as individual poems, songs, and short stories are also treated as minor

works. Their titles are enclosed in quotation marks. For example, the poem "The Raven" would be

written as "The Raven." Similarly, a song like "Bohemian Rhapsody" would be presented as

"Bohemian Rhapsody." This rule ensures that these distinct creative pieces are properly identified

within the larger contexts in which they might appear.

Specific Title Formatting Scenarios

There are several specific scenarios that require careful attention when applying Chicago style titles of



works. These include how to handle titles within titles, the formatting of subtitles, and the treatment of

foreign language titles. Adhering to these detailed rules ensures absolute precision in your academic

and professional writing.

Titles Within Titles

When a title contains another title, the inner title should follow its own capitalization and punctuation

rules. If the inner title is of a major work (e.g., a book within a book title), it is italicized. If it is a minor

work (e.g., an article within a book title), it is placed in quotation marks. For example, a book titled My

Life with "The Great Gatsby" would italicize the book title and put the inner book title in quotation

marks, following the pattern of outer being major and inner being minor. However, if the inner title is

itself a major work being referenced, then the standard rules for nesting apply, with the inner major

work being italicized.

Subtitles

Subtitles in Chicago style are treated similarly to the main title. They are capitalized according to title

case rules and are typically separated from the main title by a colon. If the subtitle is part of a major

work, it is italicized along with the main title. For instance, a book titled Chicago Manual of Style: The

Essential Guide to Style and Usage would have both "Chicago Manual of Style" and "The Essential

Guide to Style and Usage" italicized.

Foreign Language Titles



Foreign language titles are generally treated the same way as English titles, following Chicago's

capitalization and punctuation rules. However, if a foreign language title is not commonly understood

by an English-speaking audience, it may be beneficial to provide an English translation in parentheses

immediately following the original title. For example, La Bohème (The Bohemian).

The Role of Titles in Academic and Professional Writing

Correctly formatting chicago style titles of works is not merely an aesthetic choice; it is a critical

component of scholarly integrity and professional communication. Accurate title formatting contributes

significantly to the clarity, credibility, and readability of any written document. It demonstrates attention

to detail and a commitment to established academic conventions.

When readers encounter your work, they expect to be able to easily identify the sources you are

referencing. The consistent application of rules for italics and quotation marks, along with precise

capitalization, helps to guide them through your arguments and evidence without confusion. This

adherence to stylistic norms signals that your work is well-researched and professionally presented,

enhancing its overall impact and authority. Mastering these stylistic elements ensures your writing is

both effective and authoritative.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between italicizing and using quotation

marks for titles in Chicago style?

A: In Chicago style, italics are used for titles of major works that are standalone publications, such as

books, journals, websites, films, and albums. Quotation marks are used for titles of minor works that

are parts of larger works, such as articles in journals or magazines, chapters in books, poems, short



stories, and songs.

Q: When are articles in newspapers considered major or minor works

in Chicago style?

A: Articles in newspapers are generally considered minor works, so their titles are enclosed in

quotation marks. The newspaper itself, as a periodical, would have its title italicized.

Q: How should I capitalize a title that has a subtitle in Chicago style?

A: Both the main title and the subtitle are capitalized using title case, meaning all principal words are

capitalized, and articles, conjunctions, and prepositions are lowercased unless they are the first or last

word of the title or subtitle. They are separated by a colon. For example, The Lord of the Rings: The

Fellowship of the Ring.

Q: Are television show titles italicized or put in quotation marks in

Chicago style?

A: Titles of television series are considered major works and are italicized, for example, Game of

Thrones. However, individual episodes of a television series are considered minor works and their

titles are placed in quotation marks, for example, "The Winds of Winter."

Q: What is the rule for capitalizing prepositions in titles according to

Chicago style?

A: Prepositions in Chicago style are generally lowercased unless they are the first or last word of the

title or subtitle, or if they are of four letters or more and function as a preposition but are sometimes

considered conjunctions or adverbs in specific contexts. However, the most common rule is to

lowercase prepositions of three letters or fewer.



Q: How do I format the title of a website in Chicago style?

A: The titles of websites are considered major works in Chicago style and should be italicized. For

example, Wikipedia or The New York Times Online.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a chapter in a book when citing it?

A: No, the title of a chapter within a book is considered a minor work. Therefore, it should be enclosed

in quotation marks. The title of the book itself would be italicized. For example, "The Birth of Tragedy"

in The Birth of Tragedy and Other Writings.

Q: What if a title I need to cite is in a foreign language?

A: Foreign language titles are formatted according to Chicago's rules for capitalization and punctuation.

If the title is not commonly understood by an English-speaking audience, providing an English

translation in parentheses after the original title is recommended. For example, Le Petit Prince (The

Little Prince).
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