chicago style thesis citation examples

chicago style thesis citation examples are crucial for academic integrity and
proper scholarly communication. Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) for citing theses and dissertations can be a complex
task for students and researchers alike. This comprehensive guide delves into
the core principles and provides practical examples for both the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems. We will explore how to correctly format
citations for different types of theses, including those accessed online and
in print, and discuss common pitfalls to avoid. Understanding these citation
formats ensures your work is credible and respects the intellectual property
of others, making your research accessible and verifiable.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Theses

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that
offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the
Author-Date system. Both systems are designed to provide clear and consistent
attribution of sources. When citing theses and dissertations, the fundamental
principles remain the same, but the specific elements required for each
citation format can vary. It's essential to identify which system your
institution or publication requires before you begin citing your sources.

The choice between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems often
depends on the academic discipline. Humanities fields, such as literature,
history, and art history, commonly favor the Notes-Bibliography system, which
uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive
bibliography at the end. Conversely, social sciences and some natural
sciences often prefer the Author-Date system, which employs brief in-text
citations with author and date, followed by a reference list.

The Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text



Citations

In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are typically presented
as numbered footnotes or endnotes. When you refer to information from a
thesis or dissertation for the first time, you will create a full note.
Subsequent references to the same source will use a shortened note format.
The key is to provide enough information within the note so that the reader
can locate the full entry in the bibliography.

First Note for a Print Thesis

The initial note for a physical thesis or dissertation follows a specific
structure. You'll need to identify the author's name, the title of the thesis
(italicized), the type of degree pursued (e.g., PhD dissertation, Master's
thesis), the university granting the degree, and the year of publication.
Page numbers are crucial for pinpointing the exact location of the
information cited.

e First Name Last Name, "Title of Dissertation" (PhD diss., University
Name, Year), page number(s).

Shortened Note for a Print Thesis

After the first full note, subsequent references to the same work can be
significantly abbreviated. This streamlined format helps avoid redundancy in
your notes while still guiding the reader to the correct source. Ensure the
shortened note includes enough identifying information to distinguish it from
other sources in your notes.

e Last Name, "Shortened Title," page number(s).

First Note for an Online Thesis

Citing theses accessed online requires additional information, such as the
database where it was found or a stable URL. This allows readers to access
the digital version of the thesis if they wish to consult it directly. The
structure is similar to a print thesis, with the addition of digital access
details.



e First Name Last Name, "Title of Dissertation" (PhD diss., University
Name, Year), accessed Month Day, Year, database name or URL.

Shortened Note for an Online Thesis

Similar to print theses, online theses also benefit from shortened notes
after the initial full citation. The key is to retain enough detail to
identify the source unambiguously. If the thesis is from a well-known
repository or database, that information can be helpful even in a shortened
note.

e Last Name, "Shortened Title," page number(s), database name or URL.

The Notes-Bibliography System: Bibliography
Entries

The bibliography, which appears at the end of your paper, provides a
comprehensive list of all the sources you have cited. Each entry in the
bibliography should be complete and formatted consistently. For theses and
dissertations, the bibliography entry is quite similar to the first note but
often omits page numbers unless a specific chapter or section is being
referenced repeatedly.

Bibliography Entry for a Print Thesis

The bibliography entry for a print thesis includes the author's full name,
the italicized title of the thesis, the type of degree, the university, and
the year of completion. The format ensures that anyone can locate the
original document if needed.

e Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation." PhD diss., University
Name, Year.



Bibliography Entry for an Online Thesis

When citing an online thesis, you must include the source where it was
accessed, whether it's a specific academic database or a direct URL. This
provides the essential path for retrieval. The year of access is also
important for online resources that might be updated or removed.

e Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation." PhD diss., University
Name, Year. Accessed Month Day, Year. Database Name or URL.

The Author-Date System: In-Text Citations

The Author-Date system, prevalent in many social science disciplines, relies
on brief in-text citations that include the author's last name and the year
of publication. These parenthetical citations are placed within the text,
usually at the end of a sentence or clause, and are directly linked to the
full bibliographic information provided in the reference list.

In-Text Citation for a Print Thesis

For a print thesis cited using the Author-Date system, the in-text citation
is straightforward. You include the author's last name followed by the year
the thesis was completed. Page numbers can be included if you are referring
to specific material.

e (Last Name Year)

e (Last Name Year, page number)

In-Text Citation for an Online Thesis

When citing an online thesis in the Author-Date system, the in-text citation
typically remains the same as for a print version: (Last Name Year). The
specific access details are reserved for the reference list. This keeps the
flow of your text uninterrupted.



The Author-Date System: Reference List Entries

The reference list, analogous to the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography
system, contains full bibliographic details for all sources cited in the
text. The entries are typically alphabetized by the author's last name. The
formatting for theses and dissertations is designed to clearly identify the
nature of the work and its origin.

Reference List Entry for a Print Thesis

The reference list entry for a print thesis includes the author's last name
and first initial, the year of publication, the italicized title of the
thesis, the type of degree, and the university. This structure provides all
necessary information for locating the original document.

e Last Name, First Initial. Year. "Title of Dissertation." PhD diss.,
University Name.

Reference List Entry for an Online Thesis

For online theses, the reference list entry expands upon the print format by
including information about where and when the thesis was accessed. This
might be the name of the database or a direct URL, along with the date of
access.

e Last Name, First Initial. Year. "Title of Dissertation." PhD diss.,
University Name. Accessed Month Day, Year. Database Name or URL.

Citing Theses and Dissertations: Specific
Scenarios

Beyond the standard formats, several specific scenarios might arise when
citing theses. Understanding how to handle these variations ensures accuracy
and completeness in your academic work. These can include citing work from
different degree levels or theses that are part of a larger collection.



Master's Theses vs. PhD Dissertations

While the general principles of citation remain consistent, the designation
of the degree is important. A Master's thesis would be noted as "Master's
thesis" instead of "PhD diss." The author, title, university, and year remain
the core components.

Theses Available Through Institutional Repositories

Many universities maintain online institutional repositories where theses and
dissertations are archived. When citing from these repositories, you should
provide the repository name and a stable link or DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) if available, in addition to the other standard information.

Unpublished Theses

If you are citing a thesis or dissertation that has not been formally
published or made available through a database, you will need to indicate
this. The citation will reflect that it is an unpublished manuscript, along
with the date it was completed and the institution.

e Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation." Unpublished PhD diss.,
University Name, Year.

Common Challenges and Best Practices

Many students encounter challenges when citing theses, often related to
identifying all the necessary components for a correct citation or
understanding the nuances between different access methods. Paying close
attention to detail and consulting the official Chicago Manual of Style are
the best strategies for overcoming these hurdles.

Ensuring Accuracy of Details

Double-checking author names, titles, university names, and publication years
is paramount. Small errors can lead to difficulties for readers trying to
locate your sources. It's also crucial to verify that the degree type (e.g.,
PhD dissertation, Master's thesis) is correctly identified.



Consistency in Formatting

Maintaining consistency in your citation style throughout the entire paper is
vital. Whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography system or the Author-Date
system, adhere strictly to the chosen format for all your sources, including
theses and dissertations. This uniformity enhances the professionalism and
readability of your work.

When navigating the requirements for citing academic works, particularly
theses and dissertations, precision in formatting is key. By familiarizing
yourself with the examples and principles outlined in the Chicago Manual of
Style, you can confidently attribute your sources and contribute to scholarly
discourse with integrity. Understanding the distinctions between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems ensures you meet the specific demands of
your academic context, making your research robust and credible.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a
print thesis and an online thesis in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in the inclusion of access information. For
online theses, you must provide details about where and when it was accessed,
such as a database name or a URL, which is not required for print versions.

Q: Do I need to italicize the title of a thesis in
Chicago style?

A: Yes, the title of a thesis or dissertation is always italicized in Chicago
style, whether it appears in a note, bibliography, or reference list.

Q: How do I cite a thesis if I only read a specific
chapter?

A: When citing a specific chapter, you should include the page numbers for
that chapter in your note or reference list entry. For the Notes-Bibliography
system, this is done in the footnote/endnote; for the Author-Date system,
page numbers can be appended to the in-text citation.



Q: What if the thesis I'm citing doesn't have a
publication year?

A: If a thesis lacks a publication year, you should use the abbreviation
"n.d." (no date) in place of the year in your citation. Ensure this is done
consistently for all sources lacking a date.

Q: Should I include the name of the advisor in my
Chicago style citation for a thesis?

A: No, the Chicago Manual of Style does not typically require the inclusion
of the thesis advisor's name in standard citations. The focus is on the
author, title, institution, and date.

Q: How do I shorten a note for a thesis if the
author has written multiple works?

A: If an author has multiple works cited, the shortened note should include
the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page
number. If the author has multiple works with similar shortened titles, you
may need to use a slightly longer title to distinguish them clearly.

Q: Can I use a DOI instead of a URL for an online
thesis?

A: Yes, if a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is available for an online

thesis, it is generally preferred over a URL as it provides a more stable and

persistent link.
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