
chicago style student examples
chicago style student examples are crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication in a wide range of disciplines. Understanding and applying the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) correctly can significantly enhance the quality of student papers,
research projects, and dissertations. This comprehensive guide delves into various aspects
of Chicago style, providing clear explanations and illustrating key principles with
practical, student-focused examples. We will cover essential elements such as citation
methods (notes-bibliography and author-date), formatting guidelines for different types of
sources, and best practices for presenting academic work. By examining these chicago
style student examples, learners can gain a solid foundation for producing polished and
credible scholarly documents, whether they are tackling essays, theses, or research
papers.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide
that provides detailed instructions on writing, citing, and formatting academic papers.
Published by the University of Chicago Press, it offers guidance on grammar, punctuation,
manuscript preparation, and, most importantly for students, citation. Its flexibility makes
it adaptable to various academic fields, particularly in the humanities and social sciences,
though its principles are broadly applicable.

CMOS is known for its detailed approach, covering everything from the proper use of
apostrophes to the intricate requirements of citing a diverse range of sources. For
students, mastering Chicago style is not just about adhering to rules; it's about learning to
present research and ideas clearly, accurately, and ethically. This involves understanding
how to properly attribute sources to avoid plagiarism and how to structure a paper for
maximum readability and impact.

When to Use Chicago Style
The decision to use Chicago style often depends on the specific academic discipline, the
institution, or even the individual professor's preference. While traditionally strong in
history, literature, and the arts, its influence extends to sociology, anthropology, and
religious studies. Many universities and journals within these fields mandate or
recommend the use of CMOS for its thoroughness and clarity.



Students should always check their course syllabi or consult with their instructors to
confirm which citation style is required. If Chicago style is specified, it's essential to
understand which of its two primary systems will be used, as this significantly impacts
how sources are cited within the text and in the bibliography or reference list.

The Two Chicago Citation Systems: Notes-
Bibliography vs. Author-Date
Chicago style offers two distinct systems for in-text citation, each serving different
scholarly conventions. The first, the notes-bibliography system, is prevalent in the
humanities. The second, the author-date system, is more common in the sciences and
social sciences. Understanding the fundamental differences is key to applying either
system correctly.

The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources
directly within the text, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the paper listing
all sources consulted. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations within the text,
typically consisting of the author's last name and the year of publication, and a reference
list at the end. Students must be aware of which system they are expected to use for their
assignments.

Chicago Style Student Examples: Notes-
Bibliography System
The notes-bibliography system is characterized by the use of superscript numbers placed
after the relevant information in the text. These numbers correspond to a note (either a
footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote at the end of the paper) that provides the
full citation details. A comprehensive bibliography then lists all sources cited in the notes,
alphabetized by author's last name.

Footnotes/Endnotes in Notes-Bibliography System
When a student first cites a source in a note, the citation is usually in a more complete
format. Subsequent citations of the same source are typically shortened. Here are some
common examples:

First Note for a Book: 1 Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the
Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1995), 23.

Subsequent Note for the Same Book: 2 Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 78.

First Note for a Journal Article: 3 Judith Butler, "Performative Acts and Gender
Constitution: An Essay in Phenomenology and Feminist Theory," Theatre Journal 40,
no. 4 (1988): 525.



Subsequent Note for the Same Journal Article: 4 Butler, "Performative Acts,"
530.

Note for a Website: 5 National Park Service, "History of the Statue of Liberty,"
accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/statue-history.htm.

Bibliography in Notes-Bibliography System
The bibliography is an alphabetized list of all sources cited in the notes. The format for
bibliography entries differs slightly from footnotes/endnotes, particularly in punctuation
and the order of elements. Here are corresponding examples:

Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Translated by Alan
Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books, 1995.

Butler, Judith. "Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in
Phenomenology and Feminist Theory." Theatre Journal 40, no. 4 (1988): 519–31.

National Park Service. "History of the Statue of Liberty." Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/statue-history.htm.

Chicago Style Student Examples: Author-Date
System
In the author-date system, sources are cited directly within the text using parenthetical
references. These typically include the author's last name and the year of publication,
often followed by a page number if a specific part of the source is being referenced. A
reference list at the end of the paper contains full bibliographic information for all sources
cited.

In-Text Citations in Author-Date System
In-text citations are concise and aim to direct the reader to the full entry in the reference
list. Page numbers are crucial for direct quotations or paraphrased specific ideas.

Citation for a Book: (Foucault 1995, 23)

Citation for a Journal Article: (Butler 1988, 525)

Citation for a Website: (National Park Service, n.d.) - "n.d." is used if no
publication date is available.



When the author's name is part of the sentence, only the year and page number (if
applicable) are needed in parentheses.

Foucault argues that the prison system emerged as a disciplinary mechanism (1995,
78).

According to Butler, gender constitution is a performative act (1988, 530).

Reference List in Author-Date System
The reference list is an alphabetized compilation of all sources cited in the text. The
format for each entry is similar to that of the bibliography in the notes-bibliography
system, but the order of elements might vary slightly depending on the source type.

Foucault, Michel. 1995. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Translated by
Alan Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books.

Butler, Judith. 1988. "Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in
Phenomenology and Feminist Theory." Theatre Journal 40 (4): 519–31.

National Park Service. n.d. "History of the Statue of Liberty." Accessed October 26,
2023. https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/statue-history.htm.

Formatting Your Paper in Chicago Style
Beyond citations, Chicago style also dictates specific formatting guidelines for academic
papers to ensure consistency and professionalism. These include margins, font choices,
spacing, and the presentation of headings and other structural elements.

General Formatting Requirements
Adhering to standard formatting guidelines makes a paper easier to read and navigate.
For most student papers, the following are recommended:

Margins: 1-inch margins on all sides.

Font: A readable, standard font such as Times New Roman or Arial, usually in 12-
point size.

Spacing: Double-spacing throughout the entire document, including block
quotations and the bibliography/reference list.

Page Numbers: Typically placed in the upper right-hand corner of each page,



starting with the first page of the text.

Title Page: While not always required by CMOS, many instructors prefer a title page
with the paper's title, the student's name, the course name, the instructor's name,
and the date.

Headings and Subheadings
Chicago style provides guidance on how to structure papers using headings and
subheadings to organize content logically. The specific styling can vary, but generally,
major sections are clearly delineated.

Main Sections: Often centered or left-aligned, sometimes in bold or all caps,
depending on preference and context.

Subheadings: Usually left-aligned, in a smaller font or different weight (e.g., bold
italic), and used to break down main sections into smaller, manageable topics.

The goal is to create a clear hierarchy of information that guides the reader through the
argument or analysis presented in the paper.

Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style
Examples
Students will encounter a wide variety of sources, and Chicago style provides specific
formats for each. Mastery of these formats is essential for accurate and complete
citations.

Books
Whether a single-author book, an edited volume, or a book with multiple authors, the core
elements remain similar.

Single Author Book (Notes-Bibliography): 1 Edward Said, Orientalism (New York:
Pantheon Books, 1978), 49.

Single Author Book (Bibliography): Said, Edward. Orientalism. New York:
Pantheon Books, 1978.

Edited Book (Notes-Bibliography): 2 Immanuel Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, ed.
and trans. Paul Guyer and Allen W. Wood (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1998), 105.



Edited Book (Bibliography): Kant, Immanuel. Critique of Pure Reason. Edited and
translated by Paul Guyer and Allen W. Wood. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1998.

Journal Articles
Citing journal articles accurately is vital for academic research, as they are a cornerstone
of scholarly discourse.

Journal Article (Notes-Bibliography): 3 Michel de Certeau, "The Practice of
Everyday Life," Representations 1, no. 1 (1983): 4.

Journal Article (Bibliography): de Certeau, Michel. "The Practice of Everyday
Life." Representations 1, no. 1 (1983): 3–14.

Journal Article with DOI (Notes-Bibliography): 4 Donna Haraway, "A Cyborg
Manifesto: Science, Technology, and Socialist-Feminism in the Late Twentieth
Century," Simians, Cyborgs, and Women: The Reinvention of Nature (New York:
Routledge, 1991), 149, doi:10.1093/0195114906.001.0001.

Journal Article with DOI (Bibliography): Haraway, Donna. "A Cyborg Manifesto:
Science, Technology, and Socialist-Feminism in the Late Twentieth Century." In
Simians, Cyborgs, and Women: The Reinvention of Nature, 149–81. New York:
Routledge, 1991. doi:10.1093/0195114906.001.0001.

Websites and Online Sources
The dynamic nature of online content requires careful attention to detail when citing.

Website with Author (Notes-Bibliography): 5 Mary Elizabeth Williams, "Can We
Talk About the Internet?" Salon, October 25, 2023,
https://www.salon.com/2023/10/25/can-we-talk-about-the-internet/.

Website with Author (Bibliography): Williams, Mary Elizabeth. "Can We Talk
About the Internet?" Salon, October 25, 2023.
https://www.salon.com/2023/10/25/can-we-talk-about-the-internet/.

Website without Author (Notes-Bibliography): 6 "The History of the Printing
Press," Britannica Online Encyclopedia, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.britannica.com/technology/printing-press.

Website without Author (Bibliography): "The History of the Printing Press."
Britannica Online Encyclopedia. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.britannica.com/technology/printing-press.



Other Common Sources
Chicago style also covers various other materials that students might use in their
research.

Newspaper Article (Notes-Bibliography): 7 John Doe, "Local Council Approves
New Park Initiative," Chicago Tribune, October 26, 2023, sec. B.

Newspaper Article (Bibliography): Doe, John. "Local Council Approves New Park
Initiative." Chicago Tribune, October 26, 2023, sec. B.

Dissertation (Notes-Bibliography): 8 Jane Smith, "The Impact of Technology on
Higher Education" (PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2022), 75.

Dissertation (Bibliography): Smith, Jane. "The Impact of Technology on Higher
Education." PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2022.

By consulting the official Chicago Manual of Style or reliable online resources based on it,
students can find specific formatting guidelines for almost any type of source they
encounter in their academic pursuits. Consistent and accurate citation builds credibility
and demonstrates respect for the work of others.

---

FAQ: Chicago Style Student Examples

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system in
Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-
bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the author-date system
uses parenthetical citations (author, year, and page number) directly in the text. Both
systems require a comprehensive list of sources at the end of the paper.

Q: Which academic disciplines typically use the Chicago
Manual of Style?
A: Chicago style is most commonly used in the humanities, such as history, literature, art
history, and philosophy, as well as in some social sciences like sociology and anthropology.
However, its application can vary based on specific institutional or departmental
requirements.



Q: How do I cite a source for the first time versus
subsequent times in the notes-bibliography system?
A: The first time a source is cited in a note (footnote or endnote), the citation is complete,
including all relevant publication details. For subsequent citations of the same source, a
shortened form is used, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and
the page number.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in the notes-
bibliography system?
A: The bibliography serves as an alphabetized list of all sources that have been cited in the
notes of the paper. It allows readers to easily locate the full publication information for
each source consulted and provides a comprehensive overview of the research
undertaken.

Q: When should I include page numbers in the author-
date system's in-text citations?
A: Page numbers should always be included in parenthetical citations when you are
quoting directly from a source or when you are paraphrasing or summarizing a specific
idea or passage that can be precisely located.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style if there is no
clear publication date?
A: If a website lacks a publication date, you should use "n.d." (for "no date") in place of the
year in both the in-text citation and the reference list entry. Additionally, you should
include the access date for the website.

Q: What are the basic formatting requirements for a
paper written in Chicago style?
A: Generally, papers in Chicago style should have 1-inch margins, be double-spaced
throughout (including the bibliography/reference list), and use a standard 12-point font
like Times New Roman or Arial. Page numbers are typically placed in the upper right-hand
corner.

Q: How do I format a block quotation in Chicago style?
A: Block quotations, typically those of five or more lines, are formatted by indenting the
entire quotation 0.5 inches from the left margin. They should be double-spaced, and the
period at the end of the quotation precedes the citation number (for notes-bibliography) or
the parenthetical citation (for author-date).



Q: Is it necessary to consult the official Chicago Manual
of Style, or are online guides sufficient?
A: While online guides can be helpful for quick references and common examples, the
official Chicago Manual of Style is the definitive source. For complex citation questions or
to ensure complete accuracy, consulting the latest edition of the manual is highly
recommended.

Chicago Style Student Examples

Chicago Style Student Examples

Related Articles
chicago style visual referencing style chicago
chicago style quoting copyrighted material
chief legislator executive branch role

Back to Home

https://www.chem.study/textbooks-033/chicago-style-student-examples.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-033/chicago-style-visual-referencing-style-chicago.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-033/chicago-style-quoting-copyrighted-material.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-033/chief-legislator-executive-branch-role.pdf
https://www.chem.study

