
chicago style social science thesis
citation
chicago style social science thesis citation is a cornerstone of academic integrity in
fields like sociology, political science, anthropology, and psychology. Mastering its
nuances ensures that your research is credible, your arguments are well-supported, and
your work adheres to the rigorous standards expected in higher education. This
comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of Chicago style for social science theses,
covering both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems. We will explore essential
elements such as in-text citations, bibliography formatting, and common source types
encountered in social science research, providing clear examples and detailed
explanations to help you navigate this crucial aspect of academic writing. Understanding
these citation principles is vital for avoiding plagiarism and effectively communicating
your scholarly contributions.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Social Science Theses

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide
used across many academic disciplines, including the social sciences. Its adaptability
allows researchers to choose between two distinct citation systems: the author-date
system and the notes-bibliography system. Both systems aim to provide clear attribution
for all sources used in a thesis, enabling readers to locate and verify the information
presented. For social science theses, adhering to CMOS ensures that your research is
presented in a professional, organized, and academically sound manner, which is crucial
for the credibility and impact of your work.



Why Chicago Style is Prevalent in Social Sciences

The social sciences often involve a broad range of source materials, including empirical
studies, historical documents, theoretical texts, and qualitative data. The Chicago Manual
of Style’s flexibility accommodates this diversity, offering robust guidelines for citing
everything from journal articles and books to interviews and archival materials. Its
emphasis on clarity and ease of use makes it a preferred choice for many scholars and
institutions in fields where nuanced interpretation and extensive evidence are paramount.

Key Principles of Chicago Style Citation

Regardless of which system you choose, the fundamental principles of Chicago style
remain consistent. These include providing complete and accurate bibliographic
information for all sources, clearly indicating when ideas or words have been borrowed
from others, and ensuring that your citations are formatted consistently throughout your
thesis. The goal is to facilitate scholarly discourse by making it easy for your readers to
trace the origins of your ideas and evidence.

The Two Citation Systems in Chicago Style

Chicago style offers two primary systems for citing sources within academic writing. Each
system has its own advantages and is often preferred by different disciplines or even
individual instructors based on their specific needs and traditions. It is essential to know
which system your department or advisor requires for your social science thesis.

Author-Date System Explained

The author-date system, as its name suggests, places the author’s last name and the
publication year directly within the text of your thesis. This system is common in the
natural and social sciences. It allows readers to quickly identify the source of information
without needing to consult footnotes or endnotes, making it particularly useful for
dissertations and theses where a large volume of research is presented.

Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The notes-bibliography system utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources. When a piece
of information is referenced, a superscript number is placed in the text, corresponding to a
note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the chapter or thesis (endnote). A
bibliography, listing all cited sources alphabetically by author, is also included at the end
of the thesis. This system is often favored in the humanities but is also widely used in
social science disciplines, especially when extensive quotations or complex textual analysis
is involved.



Author-Date System: In-Text Citations and
Reference Lists

When you opt for the author-date system for your Chicago style social science thesis
citation, you will employ a specific method for integrating source information directly into
your prose. This system prioritizes immediate source identification, allowing readers to
quickly see where an idea originates from.

Formatting In-Text Citations

In the author-date system, in-text citations typically include the author's last name, the
year of publication, and sometimes a page number. For example, a citation might appear
as (Smith 2020) or (Smith 2020, 45) if a specific page is being referenced. If the author's
name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page number are needed in
parentheses, such as "As Smith argues (2020, 50)...". When citing multiple works by the
same author in the same year, the publication year is followed by a lowercase letter (e.g.,
2020a, 2020b).

Constructing the Reference List

The reference list, placed at the end of the thesis, contains full bibliographic details for
every source cited in the text. Entries are arranged alphabetically by the author's last
name. The format for each entry varies depending on the source type (e.g., book, journal
article, website). This comprehensive list allows readers to easily locate and consult the
original works.

Notes-Bibliography System: Footnotes/Endnotes
and Bibliographies

The notes-bibliography system offers a different approach to Chicago style social science
thesis citation, relying on superscript numbers to link text to detailed notes and a
comprehensive bibliography. This system is often preferred for its ability to incorporate
explanatory material within the notes themselves.

Creating Footnotes and Endnotes

Each time you refer to a source in your text, you insert a superscript number. This number
corresponds to a note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document
(endnote). The first time a source is cited, the note provides a full bibliographic entry.
Subsequent citations of the same source use a shortened form, typically including the
author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.



Compiling the Bibliography

Similar to the author-date system, the notes-bibliography system requires a bibliography
at the end of the thesis. This bibliography includes all sources cited in the notes, arranged
alphabetically by author's last name. The formatting for bibliographic entries is generally
more detailed than in the shortened notes, providing complete publication information for
each item.

Common Source Types in Social Science Research

Social science research often draws from a diverse array of materials, and Chicago style
provides specific guidelines for citing each. Accurately citing these varied sources is
critical for maintaining scholarly integrity.

Citing Books

Books are a fundamental source in social science. For a single-author book, the basic
format in a bibliography is:
Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher.

For example:
Durkheim, Émile. 1938. The Rules of Sociological Method. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.

If citing an edited book, the editor is listed first. For a chapter in an edited book, the
author of the chapter is listed first, followed by the chapter title and then the book
information.

Citing Journal Articles

Journal articles are crucial for presenting current research findings. The standard format
in a bibliography is:
Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Month/Season): Page numbers.

For instance:
Putnam, Robert D. 2000. "Bowling Alone: America's Declining Social Capital." Journal of
Democracy 6, no. 1 (January): 65–78.

Citing Websites and Online Resources

The digital age has made online resources indispensable. When citing a webpage:



Author Last Name, First Name (if available). Year. "Title of Webpage." Name of Website.
Last modified Date (if available). Accessed Date. URL.

An example:
Pew Research Center. 2023. "Social Media Use in 2023." Last modified November 15,
2023. Accessed December 1, 2023. https://www.pewresearch.org/social-media-use-2023.

Citing Interviews and Personal Communications

Direct engagement with individuals through interviews or other communications is
common in qualitative social science. For an interview, you would typically cite it in the
notes or bibliography with the interviewee's name, the date, and the nature of the
interview. Personal communications are usually cited in the text or notes but not included
in the bibliography.

Citing Government Documents and Reports

Government publications are a rich source of data and policy analysis. Their citation
format can vary, but generally includes the issuing agency, title, publication date, and any
report or document numbers.

Formatting Your Chicago Style Bibliography

The bibliography is a critical component of any Chicago style social science thesis citation.
It serves as a comprehensive catalog of all the sources consulted and utilized in your
research, providing readers with the necessary details to locate these materials
themselves. Proper formatting ensures consistency and professionalism.

Alphabetical Order and Entry Structure

All entries in your bibliography must be arranged alphabetically by the author's last name.
If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by its title (ignoring initial articles like "A,"
"An," or "The"). Each bibliographic entry is structured to provide essential publication
details, starting with the author's name and proceeding through the title and publication
information.

Consistency in Punctuation and Spacing

Consistency in punctuation, capitalization, and spacing is paramount. For instance, book
titles are italicized, while article titles are placed in quotation marks. Commas, periods,
and colons must be used according to CMOS guidelines. Pay close attention to the specific



rules for each element of the citation, such as the use of abbreviations for journal volumes
and issues.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency in Citations

Maintaining accuracy and consistency in your Chicago style social science thesis citation
is not merely a matter of following rules; it is fundamental to the credibility of your
research. Errors or inconsistencies can undermine your authority and confuse your
readers.

Double-Checking Bibliographic Details

Before submitting your thesis, meticulously review every bibliographic entry. Verify that
author names are spelled correctly, publication years are accurate, titles are precisely as
they appear in the original source, and page numbers are correct. Small errors, if
repeated, can create a significant problem.

Uniform Application of Citation Style

Whether you are using the author-date system or the notes-bibliography system, ensure
that you apply the chosen style uniformly throughout your entire thesis. This includes in-
text citations, footnotes/endnotes, and the bibliography. Inconsistency in formatting, such
as using different citation styles for different types of sources, can be distracting and
unprofessional.

Utilizing Citation Management Software

For extensive theses, citation management software (like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote)
can be an invaluable tool. These programs help organize your sources, generate
bibliographies in various styles (including Chicago), and insert citations into your
document, significantly reducing the risk of manual errors. However, always proofread the
output to ensure it meets the specific requirements of CMOS.

Final Considerations for Chicago Style Social
Science Thesis Citation

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style social science thesis citation requires diligence
and attention to detail. By understanding the two primary systems and applying their
principles consistently, you can ensure your research is presented with the utmost clarity
and academic rigor.



The choice between the author-date and notes-bibliography systems often depends on
disciplinary conventions and personal preference, but either system, when applied
correctly, will serve to bolster the integrity of your thesis. Familiarize yourself with the
specific requirements of your institution and department, as these can sometimes dictate
minor variations within the broader CMOS guidelines.

Ultimately, effective citation is about more than just following a set of rules; it's about
demonstrating respect for the work of others and enabling your readers to engage
critically with your research and its foundational sources. A well-cited thesis is a
testament to a scholar's thoroughness and commitment to intellectual honesty.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the author-
date and notes-bibliography systems in Chicago style for
social science theses?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text. The author-
date system uses in-text parenthetical citations (e.g., Smith 2020, 45), while the notes-
bibliography system uses superscript numbers in the text that correspond to footnotes or
endnotes containing citation information.

Q: When should I use page numbers in my Chicago style
in-text citations for a social science thesis?
A: You should use page numbers in your in-text citations whenever you are quoting
directly from a source, paraphrasing a specific idea, or referring to particular data or
evidence from a specific page or range of pages.

Q: How do I cite a book with two or three authors in
Chicago style for my social science thesis bibliography?
A: For books with two or three authors, list all authors in the bibliography, separated by
commas, with "and" before the last author's name. For example: Smith, John, Jane Doe,
and Robert Johnson. Year. Title. City: Publisher.

Q: What is the rule for citing multiple works by the
same author in the same year in Chicago style for a
social science thesis?
A: When citing multiple works by the same author published in the same year, you must
append lowercase letters (a, b, c, etc.) to the year in both the in-text citations and the
bibliography. The order of the letters is determined by the alphabetical order of the titles
of the works.



Q: How should I cite a journal article that has been
published online and also has a print version in my
social science thesis bibliography?
A: For online journal articles with a DOI (Digital Object Identifier), you should prioritize
the DOI in your citation. The format would generally be: Author Last Name, First Name.
Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue: Page numbers. doi:XX.XXXX/XXXXXX.
If no DOI is available, use the URL of the article on the journal's website or a stable
archive, along with the access date.

Q: Can I include sources in my Chicago style
bibliography that I only consulted but did not directly
cite in my social science thesis?
A: No, the bibliography should only include sources that you have actually cited within the
text of your thesis. A list of all consulted sources, whether cited or not, is typically called a
"Works Consulted" list and is less common than a bibliography.

Q: What is the correct way to format a citation for a
government report in Chicago style for a social science
thesis?
A: The format for government reports can vary, but generally, you would list the issuing
agency as the author, followed by the title of the report, the report number (if applicable),
the place of publication, the publisher, and the year. For example: United States.
Congressional Budget Office. 2022. The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2022 to 2032.
Washington, DC: Congressional Budget Office.

Q: How do I handle citations for sources that have no
clear author or publication date in Chicago style for my
social science thesis?
A: If a source has no author, begin the citation with the title of the work. If a source has no
publication date, use "n.d." (for "no date") in place of the year. This applies to both in-text
citations and bibliographic entries.
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