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Chicago Style Social Science Footnotes Examples

Chicago style social science footnotes examples are crucial for academic
integrity, clarity, and proper attribution in scholarly works. This
comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of employing the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) for footnotes, specifically within the social
sciences. We will explore the fundamental principles of footnote citation,
detailed examples for various source types, and best practices for seamlessly
integrating these citations into your research papers, dissertations, and
journal articles. Mastering these examples will enhance your writing's
credibility and ensure adherence to academic publishing standards.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
author-date system and the notes-and-bibliography system. For social science
disciplines, the notes-and-bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes or
endnotes, is frequently preferred. This system allows for more detailed
annotations and explanations within the text without disrupting the flow of
prose, a benefit highly valued in complex social science arguments. Footnotes
serve a dual purpose: to provide precise source information and to offer
supplementary commentary or elaboration.

The decision to use footnotes over endnotes often depends on the specific
requirements of the journal, publisher, or academic institution. Footnotes
are generally considered more convenient for the reader as they appear at the
bottom of the page where the reference is made, eliminating the need to flip
to the end of the document. This immediate access to source information can
significantly improve the reader's ability to verify and engage with your
claims.



Essential Components of a Chicago Style
Footnote

A well-constructed Chicago style footnote, when citing a source for the first
time, typically includes several key pieces of information. These components
ensure that the reader can easily locate the original source. The order and
inclusion of these elements can vary slightly depending on the source type,
but the core information remains consistent. Precise adherence to these
details is paramount for accurate academic citation.

Basic Footnote Structure

The general structure for a first-time footnote citation in Chicago style
includes the author's name (first name then last name), the title of the work
(italicized for books and articles within edited collections, roman for
journal article titles), publication information (city of publication,
publisher, year for books), and the specific page number(s) being referenced.
For subsequent citations of the same source, a shortened form is used,
typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page
number.

Superscript Numbers and Placement

Footnote numbers are inserted into the text as superscript numerals
immediately following the punctuation of the sentence or clause they refer
to, or after a quotation. They are typically numbered sequentially throughout
the document. The corresponding footnote itself appears at the bottom of the
page, preceded by a matching superscript number. This visual connection is
critical for the reader to follow the citations.

Footnotes for Books: Examples and Variations

Citing books is a common requirement in social science research. Chicago
style provides clear guidelines for citing various types of books, whether
they are monographs, edited volumes, or translations. Understanding these
nuances is essential for accurate attribution.

First Reference to a Book

When citing a book for the first time in a footnote, include the author's



full name, the book's title in italics, followed by the publication
information (place: publisher, year), and then the specific page number(s).
For example:

e 1. Pierre Bourdieu, Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of
Taste (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1984), 12.

Note that commas separate the elements within the publication information,
and the page number follows the publication year, separated by a comma.

Subsequent References to a Book

For any subsequent references to the same book, a shortened form is used.
This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the
title (italicized), and the page number. If the author has only one work
cited, the title can often be omitted, but it's good practice to include it
for clarity, especially in longer works.

e 2. Bourdieu, Distinction, 55.

If citing a different work by the same author, the shortened title becomes
more critical to distinguish between them.

Edited Books and Chapters

Citing an edited book or a chapter within an edited book requires slightly
different formatting to acknowledge the editor(s) and the specific chapter
author. For a chapter in an edited volume, the footnote will list the chapter
author, followed by the chapter title, then "in," followed by the book title,
the editor(s), and the publication details.

e 3. Michel Foucault, "What Is an Author?" in Language, Countermemory,
Practice: Selected Essays and Interviews, ed. Donald F. Bouchard
(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1977), 124-141.

If you are citing the entire edited book and not a specific chapter, you
would list the editor(s) first, followed by the book title and publication
information.



Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style
Footnotes

Journal articles are a cornerstone of social science research, and Chicago
style offers specific formats for their citation within footnotes. Accuracy
in citing these sources is vital for acknowledging the contributions of
scholars in the field.

First Reference to a Journal Article

For the first citation of a journal article, include the author's full name,
the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, the
volume and issue numbers, and the year of publication, followed by the page
number(s). The journal title is typically followed by a comma, and then the
volume and issue information.

e 4. Erving Goffman, "On Face-Work: An Analysis of Ritual Elements in
Social Interaction," Psychiatry: Journal for the Study of Interpersonal
Processes 18, no. 3 (1955): 213-231.

Note the use of quotation marks for the article title and italics for the
journal title, distinguishing it from book titles.

Subsequent References to a Journal Article

Similar to books, subsequent citations of a journal article use a shortened
format. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened article
title in quotation marks, and the page number. Again, if the author has

multiple articles cited, the shortened title is crucial for differentiation.

e 5. Goffman, "On Face-Work," 215.

Web Resources and Digital Content: Footnote
Examples

The digital age has introduced a wide array of online sources, from websites
and blog posts to digital archives and datasets. Chicago style provides
guidelines for citing these materials, though the exact format can be more
fluid due to the evolving nature of online content.



Websites and Online Articles

When citing a webpage or an online article, aim to provide as much
identifying information as possible. This includes the author (if available),
the title of the specific page or article, the website's name, the
publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL. Crucially,
include the date you accessed the material, as web content can change or
disappear.

e 6. "The Power of Social Networks," Pew Research Center, last modified
May 15, 2022,
https://www.pewresearch.org/social-networks/2022/05/15/the-power-of-soci
al-networks/.

If an author is not listed, begin with the title of the work. If no specific
publication date is available, use the date the website was last updated or
an approximation like "accessed [date]." The date of access is always
important for online sources.

Online Books and Reports

When an entire book or report is available online, and you are citing it in
that format, the citation will resemble a book citation but will include the
URL and access date. If you are citing a print book that also has a digital
version, you would typically cite the print version unless the digital
version is the only one you consulted or has significant differences.

e 7. Robert Putnam, Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American
Community (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2000),
https://www.examplebookurl.com/bowling-alone.

It's important to check if the online version is a direct facsimile of the
print version or if it includes additional or different content.

Other Common Source Types in Social Science
Footnotes

Social science research often draws from a variety of sources beyond
traditional books and journal articles. Understanding how to cite these less
common, yet equally important, materials is key to a thorough academic paper.



Interviews

When citing an interview you conducted, provide the interviewee's name, the
type of interview (e.g., "personal interview," "email interview"), the date
of the interview, and the location if it was in person. If the interview is
recorded or transcribed and accessible, you may include that information as
well.

e 8. Jane Doe, personal interview, March 10, 2023.

¢ 9. John Smith, email interview, April 5, 2023.

Government Documents and Reports

Government publications, such as reports from agencies or legislative
documents, have specific citation formats. Generally, include the issuing
agency, the title of the document, and the publication date. For legislation,
include the act name and its codified law number.

e 10. United States, Congress, Joint Economic Committee, The Effects of
Automation on Labor Markets: A Report, 117th Cong., 2nd sess., 2022.

Conference Papers and Presentations

Citing conference materials involves identifying the author, the title of the
paper or presentation, the name of the conference, its location, and the
date. If the paper has been published in proceedings, you would cite it as a
chapter in an edited volume.

e 11. Maria Garcia, "Algorithmic Bias in Social Media," paper presented at
the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, San
Francisco, CA, August 12, 2022.

Formatting and Placement of Footnotes

The visual presentation of footnotes is as important as their content for
maintaining a professional and readable document. Chicago style provides
specific guidance on how footnotes should appear at the bottom of the page.



Line Spacing and Indentation

Footnotes are typically single-spaced within each note, with a double space
between separate notes. The first line of each footnote is usually indented,
with subsequent lines of the same note aligning with the beginning of the
first line. This formatting helps distinguish individual notes clearly.

Page Breaks

When a page break occurs, footnotes should ideally stay with the page they
are referenced on. If a footnote is particularly long and spans across pages,
the first part appears at the bottom of the first page, and the continuation
appears at the top of the next page, preceded by a note indicating it is a
continuation. However, most word processing software can manage this
automatically with proper settings.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

While Chicago style is detailed, certain common errors can detract from the
professionalism and accuracy of your work. Awareness of these pitfalls can
help you avoid them.

Inconsistent Citation Format

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistency in formatting. For example,
using different punctuation for similar sources or varying the order of
elements within a footnote. Regularly consulting the CMOS or reliable style
guides for social science footnotes examples can prevent this.

Missing Essential Information

Failing to include crucial details like page numbers, publication dates, or
URLs can make your citations incomplete and unhelpful to the reader. Always
double-check that all necessary components for the source type are present.

Over-reliance on Secondary Sources

While secondary sources can be valuable, excessive reliance without



consulting primary sources can weaken an argument. When citing secondary
sources that discuss primary material, it is best practice to consult the
primary source directly if possible and cite it appropriately. If you must
cite the secondary source's interpretation, clearly indicate that.

Incorrect Use of Idem, Eadem, Ibid., and Op. Cit.

These Latin abbreviations are largely discouraged in modern Chicago style in
favor of shortened citations. While understanding their meaning might be
useful for older texts, their use in new academic writing is generally
considered archaic and can lead to confusion. Stick to the shortened citation
format for all subsequent references.

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes
and endnotes in Chicago style?

A: In Chicago style, footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
reference is made in the text, while endnotes are collected at the end of the
document, chapter, or book. Both systems use superscript numbers in the text
to link to the corresponding note.

Q: When should I use a shortened citation versus a
full citation for a source in Chicago style
footnotes?

A: A full citation is used for the first mention of a source in your
footnotes. All subsequent references to that same source use a shortened
citation, typically consisting of the author's last name, a shortened title
of the work, and the page number.

Q: How do I cite a source that has multiple authors
in Chicago style footnotes?

A: For two authors, list both names in the footnote (e.g., John Smith and
Jane Doe). For three or more authors, list the first author's name followed
by "et al." (e.g., John Smith et al.).

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website with no



author listed?

A: If a website has no author, begin the footnote with the title of the
webpage or article. Follow this with the name of the website, the publication
date (if available), and the URL, along with the date you accessed the
material.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location in
footnotes for sources like government reports or
online documents?

A: The publisher's location is generally required for books and published
conference proceedings. For government reports, the issuing agency and report
number are often more critical. For online documents where a formal publisher
is not apparent, focus on providing the website name, author, title, and
access information.

Q: How do I cite a source that I accessed only
online, even if 1t exists in print?

A: If you consulted the online version of a source, you should cite it as an
online source, providing the URL and access date, in addition to other
relevant bibliographic information. If a print source has a digital
counterpart, and you are only referencing the print version, cite it as a
print source.

Q: What are the rules for citing an edited book
where I am referencing a specific chapter?

A: When citing a chapter from an edited book, list the chapter author's name,
the chapter title (in quotation marks), followed by "in" and then the book
title (italicized), the editor(s)' names, and the publication details of the
book.
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