chicago style social science citation
examples

Introduction to Chicago Style Social Science Citation Examples

chicago style social science citation examples are crucial for academic integrity and
clear communication within disciplines like sociology, political science, anthropology, and
economics. Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) in these fields ensures that your
research is properly attributed, allowing readers to easily locate your sources and verify
your findings. This guide provides a comprehensive overview of how to cite various sources
according to the Chicago style, focusing on the author-date system, which is prevalent in
the social sciences. We will delve into the intricacies of citing books, journal articles,
websites, and other common materials, offering clear, actionable examples to help you
navigate this essential aspect of scholarly writing. Understanding these citation principles
will enhance the credibility of your work and contribute to a robust academic discourse.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Social Sciences

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: notes-bibliography and
author-date. While both are supported, the author-date system is overwhelmingly preferred
and commonly adopted in the social sciences. This preference stems from its efficiency in
tracking sources within the text and its direct linkage to a comprehensive bibliography at
the end of the work. This system is particularly useful for disciplines that often engage with
a broad range of empirical data and theoretical frameworks, where quickly identifying the
origin of a claim is paramount.

Adhering to the author-date system in social science research offers several key
advantages. It allows readers to immediately understand the source of information by
glancing at the parenthetical citation within the text. This makes it easier to follow the flow
of argumentation and to assess the weight and relevance of the evidence presented.
Furthermore, a well-formatted bibliography, a direct counterpart to these in-text citations,
provides a clear and organized list of all consulted materials, facilitating further research for
your audience.



Author-Date System: The Core of Chicago Social
Science Citations

The author-date system, as used in the Chicago Manual of Style, relies on parenthetical in-
text citations that include the author's last name and the year of publication. This method is
distinct from the notes-bibliography system, which uses footnotes or endnotes. For social
science research, the author-date approach streamlines the citation process and enhances
readability by minimizing interruptions in the narrative flow. The accompanying
bibliography then provides the full details of each source cited.

The fundamental principle is to provide enough information in the in-text citation to direct
the reader to the full entry in the bibliography. This typically includes the author's surname
and the publication year. When citing specific passages, page numbers are also included.
This concise yet informative approach ensures that the author's work is properly
acknowledged without disrupting the reader's engagement with the content. The consistent
application of this system is key to maintaining academic rigor.

Citing Books in Chicago Style

Citing books is a fundamental skill for any social science researcher. In the author-date
system, the bibliography entry for a book typically includes the author's last name, first
name, publication year, title of the book (italicized), and publication information. The in-text
citation will then consist of the author's last name and the year of publication.

Single-Author Book

For a book written by a single author, the bibliography entry follows a standard format. The
author's name appears with the last name first, followed by their first name. The publication
year is enclosed in parentheses. The title of the book is italicized, and the location of the
publisher followed by the publisher's name completes the entry.

e Author, A. A. (Year). Title of book. City, State: Publisher.

For example:

e Smith, John. (2021). The Dynamics of Urban Inequality. Chicago, IL: University of
Chicago Press.

Book with Multiple Authors

When citing a book with two or three authors, list all authors' names in the bibliography



entry. For books with four or more authors, list the first author followed by "et al." in the
bibliography, but list all authors in the note if using the notes-bibliography system. For the
author-date system's bibliography, Chicago prefers listing all authors up to ten; for more
than ten, the first author is followed by "et al."

e Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of book. City, State: Publisher.

e Author, A. A., et al. (Year). Title of book. City, State: Publisher. (For 4+ authors, with
the first author listed)

For example:

e Davis, R. L., Miller, S. K., & Chen, P. (2020). Global Social Movements and Their
Trajectories. New York, NY: Oxford University Press.

Edited Book

Edited books require specifying the editor(s) rather than an author. The bibliography entry
will list the editor's name(s) followed by "ed." or "eds." after their name(s). The title of the
book remains italicized.

e Editor, E. E. (Ed.). (Year). Title of book. City, State: Publisher.

e Editor, E. E., & Editor, F. F. (Eds.). (Year). Title of book. City, State: Publisher.

For example:

e Garcia, M. A. (Ed.). (2019). Perspectives on Political Polarization. London, UK:
Routledge.

Chapter in an Edited Book

When referencing a specific chapter within an edited book, the citation needs to include the
chapter author, chapter title, book editor(s), book title, and publication details. This
provides a precise reference to the specific contribution within the larger work.

e Chapter Author, C. C. (Year). Title of chapter. In E. E. Editor & F. F. Editor (Eds.), Title
of book (pp. page numbers). City, State: Publisher.

For example:

e Johnson, L. M. (2022). The impact of technology on democratic processes. In M. A.



Garcia (Ed.), Perspectives on Political Polarization (pp. 112-135). London, UK:
Routledge.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style

Journal articles are a cornerstone of social science research, and their proper citation is

vital. The author-date system in Chicago style requires specific formatting for these entries
to ensure clarity and ease of retrieval.

Journal Article with Page Numbers

The standard format for a journal article in the author-date system includes the author(s),
year of publication, article title, journal title (italicized), volume number, issue number, and

page numbers. The journal title is often followed by a comma and then the volume and
issue information.

e Author, A. A. (Year). Title of article. Title of Journal, Volume(lssue), page numbers.

For example:

e Williams, K. J. (2023). Understanding social stratification in the digital age. Sociological
Review, 45(2), 201-225.

Journal Article with a DOI
If a journal article has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), it should be included in the citation.

DOls provide a persistent link to the article, making it easier for readers to find. The DOl is
typically placed at the end of the citation, often as a URL.

e Author, A. A. (Year). Title of article. Title of Journal, Volume(lssue), page numbers. DOI:
XXXX

For example:

e Brown, P. D. (2022). The influence of media narratives on public opinion. Political
Science Quarterly, 137(1), 55-78. DOI: 10.1002/psq.12345



Citing Websites and Online Resources in Chicago
Style

The internet has become an indispensable source of information for social scientists. Citing
websites and online resources requires careful attention to detail, including the author (if
identifiable), publication date, title, and the URL. When an author or publication date is not
readily apparent, the citation should reflect this absence.

Web Page with Author and Date

For a webpage with a clearly identified author and publication date, the citation format is
similar to other sources, with the inclusion of the URL and the date accessed.

e Author, A. A. (Year, Month Day). Title of webpage. Retrieved from URL

For example:

e Lee, S. Y. (2023, March 15). The evolving landscape of remote work. Retrieved from
https://www.example.com/remotework

Web Page without Author or Date

When author and/or date information is unavailable, the citation should proceed with the
available information, often starting with the title of the webpage. The date accessed is
always crucial for online sources, as content can change or disappear.

e Title of webpage. (n.d.). Retrieved Month Day, Year, from URL

For example:

e Global poverty statistics and trends. (n.d.). Retrieved October 26, 2023, from
https://www.worldbank.org/povertystats

Citing Other Common Social Science Sources

Social science research often draws from a variety of sources beyond books and journal
articles. Proper citation for these materials is equally important for maintaining academic
integrity.



Government Documents

Government reports and publications are frequently used in social science research. The
citation format typically includes the issuing agency, the title of the document, and
publication details.

e |ssuing Agency. (Year). Title of document. Report Number (if applicable). City, State:
Publisher.

For example:

e U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. (2022). Statistical Abstract of
the United States. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office.

Dissertations and Theses

Academic dissertations and theses represent significant original research. When citing
them, it's important to identify the author, year, title, and the institution from which it was
awarded, along with the type of document (e.qg., PhD dissertation, Master's thesis).

e Author, A. A. (Year). Title of dissertation (PhD dissertation or Master's thesis).
Institution Name, Location.

For example:

e Chen, L. (2021). The psychological impact of social media on adolescent self-esteem
(PhD dissertation). Stanford University, Stanford, CA.

Conference Proceedings

Presentations and papers delivered at academic conferences are valuable sources.
Citations should include the author, year, title of the paper, name of the conference, and
location or publication details of the proceedings.

e Author, A. A. (Year, Month). Title of paper. Paper presented at the [Name of
Conference], City, State.

For example:

e Rodriguez, J. M. (2020, June). Analyzing voting patterns in local elections. Paper
presented at the Annual Conference of Political Scientists, Boston, MA.



In-Text Citations in Chicago Style

In the author-date system, in-text citations are brief and appear within the body of your
text. They serve to acknowledge the source of information immediately and direct the
reader to the full citation in the bibliography. The general format is the author's last name
followed by the year of publication. If you are quoting directly or referring to a specific
passage, you must also include the page number(s).

When the author's name is mentioned in the text as part of your sentence, you only need to
include the year in parentheses immediately following their name. This integration makes
the citation feel more natural within the flow of your writing. For instance, "As Foucault
(1979) argued, power operates in subtle and pervasive ways."

If the author's name is not mentioned in the sentence, both the author's last name and the
year of publication are enclosed in parentheses. For example, "The concept of social capital
has been widely debated in recent years (Bourdieu 1986)." When referring to a specific
point or quote, include the page number(s) after the year, separated by a comma. For
example: (Bourdieu 1986, 24).

For sources with no identifiable author, use a shortened version of the title in place of the
author's name, enclosed in quotation marks if it's an article or chapter title, or italicized if
it's a standalone work like a book or report. For example: ("The Future of Work" 2023) or
(Global Trends Report 2022).

Bibliography Formatting in Chicago Style

The bibliography, which appears at the end of your paper, provides a complete alphabetical
list of all sources cited in your work. It is crucial for allowing your readers to locate and
consult your sources. Each entry must be meticulously formatted according to the Chicago
Manual of Style guidelines for the author-date system.

Entries are arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If a source has no author, it
is alphabetized by the first significant word of its title. The first line of each entry is flush
with the left margin, and subsequent lines are indented. This hanging indent format makes
it easier to scan the list for specific authors or titles.

Consistency is key. Ensure that all elements of each citation—author's name, year, title,
publication details—are present and correctly formatted for every source listed. A well-
organized and accurately formatted bibliography enhances the professionalism and
credibility of your research paper, demonstrating a commitment to scholarly standards.

Here are some general principles for bibliography formatting:



Alphabetize entries by author's last name.

Use a hanging indent for each entry (first line flush left, subsequent lines indented).

Italicize titles of books, journals, and other standalone works.

Use quotation marks for titles of articles, chapters, and other parts of larger works.

Provide complete publication information as applicable to the source type.

When citing multiple works by the same author, list them chronologically by
publication year.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between the Chicago
notes-bibliography and author-date systems for social
science research?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and presented in the
reference list. The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for
citations and a bibliography at the end. The author-date system, preferred in social
sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year) and a bibliography at the end,
which lists sources alphabetically.

Q: When should | use page numbers in my Chicago style
in-text citations for social science papers?

A: You must use page numbers in your Chicago style in-text citations whenever you are
quoting directly from a source or paraphrasing a specific idea that is tied to a particular
passage. This allows readers to locate the exact information within the source document.

Q: How do | cite a website in Chicago style if there is no
author listed?

A: If there is no author listed for a website, you begin the citation with the title of the
webpage in italics, followed by the publication date (or "n.d." if no date is available), and
then the retrieval date and URL.

Q: What is the correct way to format a book title in a
Chicago style bibliography for a social science paper?

A: In a Chicago style bibliography for social science papers using the author-date system,
book titles should always be italicized. For example: The Structure of Scientific Revolutions.



Q: How do | cite a journal article with multiple authors
in the Chicago author-date system's bibliography?

A: For journal articles with up to ten authors, list all authors' last names and first initials in
the bibliography entry. For articles with more than ten authors, list the first author followed
by "et al."

Q: Is it acceptable to use abbreviations for publishers in
Chicago style social science citations?

A: Generally, no. Chicago style typically requires the full name of the publisher, not
abbreviations, unless the abbreviation is the official name of the publishing entity.

Q: How should | handle a source that has been
translated into English when citing in Chicago style for
social sciences?

A: When citing a translated work, you typically include the original author's name, the
publication year of the translation, the title of the translated work (italicized), the
translator(s)' name(s), and the publication information for the translated edition. The in-text
citation will still use the original author and the year of the translation.

Q: What is the purpose of the retrieval date for online
sources in Chicago style?

A: The retrieval date for online sources in Chicago style is essential because online content
can be updated or removed without notice. The retrieval date indicates when the author
last accessed the material, providing context for the information presented and allowing
readers to understand that the source may have changed since it was consulted.
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