chicago style social science author-
date examples

The Chicago Manual of Style is renowned for its comprehensive and flexible
approach to academic writing, and its author-date system is particularly
favored in the social sciences. Mastering these citation guidelines is
crucial for researchers, students, and professionals aiming for clarity and
credibility in their work. This article provides a deep dive into chicago
style social science author-date examples, covering everything from in-text
citations to the corresponding bibliography entries for a wide array of
sources. We will explore the fundamental principles of the author-date
system, demystify common citation scenarios, and offer practical guidance on
formatting. Whether you are citing a peer-reviewed journal article, a book, a
chapter in an edited volume, or even online resources, this guide will equip
you with the knowledge to confidently apply Chicago's author-date
methodology.
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Understanding the Chicago Author-Date System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems:
notes-bibliography and author-date. The author-date system is prevalent in
disciplines like sociology, political science, economics, and anthropology,
where frequent citation of multiple sources within the text is common. Its
primary advantage lies in its conciseness within the narrative, allowing
readers to quickly identify the source of information and its publication
year. This system relies on brief parenthetical citations within the text
that correspond to full bibliographic entries at the end of the paper.

The core of the Chicago author-date system is the integration of the author's
last name and the year of publication directly into the text. This immediate
attribution helps readers track the origin of ideas and data without
disrupting the flow of the argument. It's essential to understand that this
system requires meticulous attention to detail for both the in-text citations
and the bibliography, ensuring perfect alignment between the two.



Core Principles of In-Text Citations

In-text citations in the Chicago author-date style are typically enclosed in
parentheses. The basic format includes the author's last name followed by the
year of publication. For instance, if you are citing a work by John Smith
published in 2020, the in-text citation would appear as (Smith 2020). When
direct quotations are used, a page number is also included, such as (Smith
2020, 15). This immediate reference allows readers to pinpoint the exact
location of the quoted material.

When the author's name is already mentioned in the sentence, only the year
needs to be provided in parentheses. For example, "According to Smith (2020),
the phenomenon has significantly shifted." This integration makes the prose
smoother and less reliant on repetitive parenthetical insertions. It'’s
crucial to maintain consistency; if you introduce an author and year in the
text once, you should generally do so for subsequent references to that same
work if the author's name is being repeated in the narrative flow.

Citing Multiple Authors

When a work has two authors, both last names are included in the in-text
citation, separated by "and." For example, (Jones and Miller 2018). For works
with three or more authors, you cite only the first author's last name
followed by "et al.," which is Latin for "and others." So, a book by
Williams, Brown, Davis, and Garcia published in 2019 would be cited as
(Williams et al. 2019). This convention helps to keep parenthetical citations
brief, especially when dealing with extensively authored publications.

Citing Works with No Author

If a work lacks an author, the in-text citation uses a shortened version of
the title, capitalized as it appears in the bibliography, followed by the
year. For example, a report titled "The State of Urban Development" published
in 2022 would be cited as ("State of Urban Development" 2022). If the
shortened title is still quite long, it may be further abbreviated, but the
key is to make it recognizable enough to link to the full entry in the
bibliography.

Crafting Bibliography Entries: The Foundation

The bibliography, placed at the end of the paper, provides the complete
publication details for every source cited in the text. Each entry must be



meticulously formatted according to Chicago's author-date guidelines. The
bibliography is typically alphabetized by the author's last name, or by the
shortened title for works without an author. Consistency is paramount; the
information presented in the in-text citation must directly correspond to the
details in the bibliography.

The general structure of a bibliography entry begins with the author's last
name, followed by a comma and their first name (or initials). Then comes the
publication year in parentheses, followed by a period. Subsequent details,
such as the title and publication information, follow. For books, this
includes the city of publication and the publisher. For journal articles, it
includes the journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers. The formatting
of titles (e.g., italicization) and the use of punctuation are critical.

Citing Books and Book Chapters

Citing a whole book is a common requirement. For a book by a single author,
the bibliography entry typically looks like this: Lastname, Firstname. Year.
Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher.

Example:

Smith, John. 2020. Theories of Social Change. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.

For a chapter within an edited book, the format requires information about
both the chapter author and the book's editors. The entry usually includes
the chapter author's name, the chapter title, the editors, the book title,
and publication details.

Example:

Johnson, Emily. 2019. "Urbanization Patterns." In Contemporary Sociological
Trends, edited by Robert Davis and Sarah Lee, 45-68. New York: Oxford
University Press.

Citing Journal Articles and Periodicals

Journal articles are a staple in social science research. The format for a
journal article citation includes the author(s), year, article title, journal
title, volume number, issue number, and page range.

Example:

Williams, Michael. 2021. "The Impact of Technology on Public Discourse."
Journal of Communication Studies 35, no. 2: 112-130.



When citing a magazine or newspaper article, the format is similar but often
includes the date of publication more explicitly and may not require volume
and issue numbers if they are not applicable or readily available.

Example:

Brown, Lisa. 2023. "Navigating the Gig Economy." The Economist, May 15, 2023.

Citing Online and Digital Resources

The proliferation of online resources necessitates clear guidelines for their
citation. For a website, the entry typically includes the author (if
available), the title of the page or article, the website name, the
publication date (or last updated date), and the URL. A retrieval date is
often included if the content is likely to change.

Example:

Garcia, David. 2022. "Global Migration Trends." Pew Research Center. Last
modified October 10, 2022.
https://www.pewresearch.org/global-migration-trends/.

For online journal articles, if a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) 1is
available, it is preferred over a URL. The DOI provides a stable and
persistent link to the article.

Example:

Chen, Wei. 2023. "Social Media and Political Polarization." Political Science
Quarterly 40, no. 1 (2023). doi:10.1002/psq.12345.

Special Cases and Advanced Examples

The Chicago author-date system also accommodates various less common source
types. For instance, citing government documents requires attention to the
issuing agency and the document's title. Corporate authors are treated as
regular authors, with their name appearing at the beginning of the citation.

Example (Government Document):

United States. Census Bureau. 2021. Current Population Survey, Annual Social
and Economic Supplement. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Publishing Office.

When dealing with sources that have no publication date, "n.d." (no date) is
used in place of the year in both the in-text citation and the bibliography.
This ensures that the lack of a date is clearly communicated to the reader.



Example (No Date):

Wilson, Sarah. n.d. Introduction to Qualitative Methods. Unpublished
manuscript. Department of Sociology, University of Chicago.

Consistency and Accuracy in Practice

Adhering to the Chicago author-date style demands unwavering attention to
detail. Small discrepancies in punctuation, capitalization, or the order of
information can lead to confusion and detract from the professionalism of
your work. It is highly recommended to consult the latest edition of The
Chicago Manual of Style or reliable online guides for specific nuances and
updates.

Regularly cross-referencing your in-text citations with your bibliography is
a crucial step in the writing and editing process. Ensure that every source
mentioned in the text has a corresponding entry in the bibliography, and vice
versa. Proofreading for these citation details should be as thorough as
proofreading for grammar and spelling. Building a habit of meticulous
citation will not only enhance the quality of your academic output but also
demonstrate respect for scholarly conventions and your sources.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the
Chicago author-date and notes-bibliography systems?

A: The Chicago author-date system uses brief parenthetical citations within
the text (author and year) that refer to a full bibliography at the end. The
notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations, with a
bibliography also included at the end. The author-date system is generally
preferred in the sciences and social sciences for its conciseness within the
narrative.

Q: How do I cite a source with two authors in
Chicago author-date style?

A: For a source with two authors, you include both authors' last names in the
in-text citation, separated by "and," followed by the year. For example:
(Smith and Johnson 2022). In the bibliography, the entry would also list both
authors.



Q: What is the correct format for citing a journal
article with multiple authors in Chicago author-date
style?

A: For a journal article with three or more authors, you cite the first
author's last name followed by "et al." and the year in the in-text citation
(e.g., Patel et al. 2021). In the bibliography, you would list all authors if
there are up to ten; for more than ten, you list the first seven followed by
"et al."

Q: How do I handle a source with no publication date
using Chicago author-date?

A: When a source has no publication date, you use "n.d." (for "no date") in
place of the year in both the in-text citation and the bibliography entry.
For example: (Garcia n.d.) and Garcia, Maria. n.d. Title of Work.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a book in a
Chicago author-date citation?

A: Yes, book titles and journal titles are typically italicized in Chicago
style citations. In the bibliography, the full book title would appear as
Title of Book.

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important for online
citations?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique string of characters that
identifies an electronic document, such as a journal article. It is a
persistent identifier, meaning it is meant to last and be a reliable link to
the resource. When available for online articles, the DOI is preferred over a
URL in Chicago citations because it is more stable.

Q: How do I cite a chapter in an edited book in
Chicago author-date style?

A: For a chapter in an edited book, the bibliography entry requires the
chapter author's name, the chapter title, the book's editors, the book title,
and publication details. The in-text citation would include the chapter
author's last name and the year of publication of the book. Example: (Lee
2019).



Q: What is the purpose of the "retrieval date" in
online citations?

A: A retrieval date is included in online citations when the content of the
source is likely to change over time, such as a webpage or a wiki. It
indicates the date on which you accessed the material, allowing readers to
understand the specific version of the content you consulted. It is usually
placed before the URL.
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