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The Chicago Style for Scholarly Articles: A Comprehensive Example

chicago style scholarly article example is a critical element for academics
seeking to publish their research in a clear, consistent, and authoritative
manner. Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) ensures that your
scholarly work is presented professionally, making it accessible and credible
to your target audience. This article will delve into the nuances of this
widely respected citation and style guide, offering a practical, in-depth
exploration of its application in scholarly writing. We will cover essential
aspects such as the structure of a Chicago style article, proper citation
methods, formatting guidelines for various elements, and best practices for
maintaining consistency. Understanding these principles is paramount for any
scholar aiming to contribute effectively to their field.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Academic Articles

The Chicago Manual of Style, often abbreviated as CMOS, is a widely adopted
style guide in humanities, social sciences, and some natural sciences. Its
flexibility, particularly the choice between Notes-Bibliography and Author-
Date systems, makes it a favored choice for many academic disciplines. For a
scholarly article, adopting a consistent citation style is not merely a
formality; it is integral to scholarly integrity, allowing readers to trace
the origins of ideas and verify information. This section will explore the
fundamental principles that underpin Chicago style and its relevance in the
academic publishing landscape.

The primary goal of any style guide, including CMOS, is to ensure clarity,
consistency, and accuracy in written communication. In a scholarly article,
this translates to a uniform presentation of research findings,
methodologies, and theoretical frameworks. Authors are expected to
meticulously follow the guidelines to avoid ambiguity and to present their



work in a manner that is readily understood by peers and specialists in their
field. Understanding the underlying philosophy of CMOS—its emphasis on
clarity and reader comprehension—is the first step toward mastering its
application.

The Two Systems: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date

Chicago style offers two distinct systems for citation, and it is crucial for
authors to know which system their target journal or publisher requires. The
Notes-Bibliography system is prevalent in history, literature, and the arts.
It uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for citations and includes a
comprehensive bibliography at the end of the article. The Author-Date system,
more common in the social sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations
(Author Year) and is also accompanied by a reference list.

Choosing the correct system is vital for the submission process. The Notes-
Bibliography system allows for more extensive commentary within the notes
themselves, which can be beneficial for elaborating on specific points or
providing background information without disrupting the main text's flow.
Conversely, the Author-Date system offers a more concise in-text citation,
often preferred for disciplines where quick referencing is paramount and the
narrative of the article is the primary focus.

Core Components of a Chicago Style Scholarly
Article

A scholarly article prepared in Chicago style typically comprises several key
sections, each with specific formatting and content requirements.
Understanding these components ensures that the article is well-organized and
adheres to academic publishing standards. From the title page to the
appendices, every part plays a role in presenting the research effectively.

Title Page and Abstract

While not always explicitly required by CMOS for every submission type, a
formal title page is standard for many scholarly articles. It should include
the article's title, the author's name, their institutional affiliation, and
contact information. Following the title page is typically an abstract, a
concise summary of the article's content, usually between 150 and 250 words.
The abstract should briefly state the research question, methodology, key
findings, and conclusions, acting as an enticing overview for potential
readers.



Introduction and Literature Review

The introduction sets the stage for the entire article, introducing the
topic, stating the research problem or question, and outlining the article's
scope and significance. It should engage the reader and clearly articulate
the study's purpose. A literature review often follows, critically examining
existing scholarship relevant to the topic. This section demonstrates the
author's understanding of the field and establishes the context for their own
research, highlighting gaps or areas where their work will contribute new
insights. Proper citation within this section is paramount to acknowledge the
work of others.

Methodology, Findings, and Discussion

The methodology section details the research design, data collection methods,
and analytical techniques used. This transparency is crucial for the
reproducibility and validity of the research. The findings section presents
the results of the study, often using tables, figures, or descriptive
statistics. The discussion section interprets these findings, relates them
back to the research question and existing literature, and explores their
implications. This is where the scholar analyzes what the results mean and
their broader significance.

Conclusion and Appendices

The conclusion summarizes the main arguments and findings of the article,
reiterates the study's contribution to the field, and may suggest avenues for
future research. It should provide a sense of closure without introducing new
information. Appendices, if necessary, contain supplementary material that is
too extensive or detailed for the main text, such as raw data, detailed
survey instruments, or lengthy tables. These are clearly labeled and referred
to within the main body of the article.

In-Text Citation Methods in Chicago Style

Effective in-text citation is a cornerstone of academic integrity and is
meticulously detailed in the Chicago Manual of Style. Whether employing the
Notes-Bibliography system or the Author-Date system, precise referencing is
essential to give credit to sources and allow readers to locate them easily.
This section will explore the mechanics of each system as applied within the
body of a scholarly article.



Notes-Bibliography System: Footnotes and Endnotes

In the Notes-Bibliography system, citations are typically handled through
superscript numbers placed in the text after the relevant phrase, sentence,
or clause. These numbers correspond to either footnotes (appearing at the
bottom of the page) or endnotes (collected at the end of the article, before
the bibliography). The first time a source is cited, the note provides full
bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same source can be
shortened, often using the author's last name, a shortened title, and the
page number. This system allows for extensive explanatory notes alongside
factual citations.

For example, a first citation in a footnote might look like this:

1. John Smith, The History of Scholarship (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

A subsequent citation to the same work would be:

2. Smith, History of Scholarship, 112.

Author-Date System: Parenthetical Citations

The Author-Date system utilizes parenthetical citations directly within the
text. This format typically includes the author's last name, the year of
publication, and, when quoting directly or referencing a specific point, the
page number. The parenthetical citation follows the material it supports,
usually placed before the final punctuation mark. This method is favored for
its conciseness and ease of integration into the narrative, allowing readers
to quickly identify the source of information without interrupting their
reading flow as significantly as full footnotes might.

An example of a parenthetical citation would be:

(Smith 2020, 45).

If referring to the work generally without a specific page, it would be:

(Smith 2020).

The Bibliography or Works Cited Page

Regardless of whether the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system is used, a
comprehensive list of all sources consulted and cited within the article is a



mandatory component. This section, called either a bibliography or a works
cited list, provides the full bibliographic details for each source, allowing
readers to locate and consult them. The format and order of entries are
strictly governed by Chicago style, ensuring consistency across all academic
works.

Formatting a Bibliography

The bibliography is typically alphabetized by the author's last name. Each
entry begins with the author's last name, followed by their first name. Book
titles are italicized, while article titles are enclosed in quotation marks.
For books, key publication details include the place of publication,
publisher, and year. For articles, details include the journal title
(italicized), volume and issue numbers, and the page range of the article.
Specific formatting for different source types (e.g., journal articles,
books, websites, dissertations) is detailed in the Chicago Manual of Style.

Here is an example of a book entry in a bibliography:

Smith, John. The History of Scholarship. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2020.

And an example of a journal article entry:

Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Academic Publishing." Journal of Scholarly
Communication 15, no. 2 (2021): 180-205.

Works Cited vs. Bibliography

While often used interchangeably, there's a subtle distinction in Chicago
style. A "Works Cited" list typically includes only the sources that were
actually cited within the text. A "Bibliography," on the other hand, can
encompass all sources consulted during the research process, even those not
directly cited in the final article. For most scholarly articles, the "Works
Cited" format is more common, reflecting only the direct references made
within the paper.

Formatting Specifics for Scholarly Articles

Beyond the citation system, Chicago style dictates specific formatting
conventions for various elements within a scholarly article. Adhering to



these guidelines ensures a professional presentation and contributes to the
article's overall readability and credibility. This includes aspects such as
headings, tables, figures, and the treatment of specific types of
information.

Headings and Subheadings

Scholarly articles often employ a hierarchical system of headings and
subheadings to organize content and guide the reader. While CMOS does not
prescribe a rigid numbering system for headings, clarity and consistency are
paramount. Common practice involves using distinct levels of formatting
(e.g., bolding, different font sizes, capitalization) to differentiate
between main sections, subsections, and sub-subsections. The use of Roman
numerals or Arabic numerals for section numbering is also an option, but
consistency is key.

A typical heading structure might include:

I. Main Section Title (e.g., centered, bold, all caps)

A. Subheading (e.g., left-aligned, bold)

1. Sub-subheading (e.g., italicized, left-aligned)

Tables and Figures

Tables and figures are essential tools for presenting data and visual
information clearly within a scholarly article. Chicago style requires
specific formatting for these elements. Tables should be clearly labeled with
a number (e.g., Table 1) and a descriptive title. Column and row headers
should be concise and informative. Figures, which include charts, graphs, and
images, are also numbered sequentially (e.g., Figure 1) and accompanied by a
caption that explains the content. Source information for both tables and
figures must be provided, either in the caption or in a note below the
element.

For a table, the structure might be:

Table 1
Student Enrollment by Department, 2022

(Table content with clear headers and data)

Note: Data compiled from institutional records.



Quotations and Punctuation

Chicago style provides detailed guidance on incorporating quotations from
source materials. Short quotations (generally under five lines of prose or
three lines of poetry) are integrated directly into the text, enclosed in
quotation marks. Longer quotations are set off as block quotes, indented from
the left margin, and do not use quotation marks. Punctuation in relation to
citations is also specific: periods and commas generally follow parenthetical
citations, while semicolons and colons precede them. Question marks and
exclamation points go inside the closing quotation mark if they are part of
the quoted material, and outside if they apply to the entire sentence.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style can be challenging, and several
common pitfalls can undermine the professionalism of a scholarly article.
Awareness of these potential issues is the first step toward ensuring a
polished and accurate submission. By focusing on consistency and careful
review, authors can significantly reduce the likelihood of errors.

Inconsistent Citation Styles

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistency in applying the chosen
citation system (Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date). This can manifest as
variations in the format of in-text citations, footnotes, endnotes, or
bibliography entries. To avoid this, meticulously follow the chosen system
for every source and every instance. Using citation management software can
help maintain uniformity, but manual checks are still essential.

Incorrect Punctuation and Capitalization

Errors in punctuation, particularly around citations, and inconsistent
capitalization of titles and headings can detract from a scholarly article's
credibility. For instance, mistakenly placing periods or commas outside of
quotation marks, or failing to italicize book titles, are common mistakes.
Diligent proofreading and a close adherence to CMOS guidelines on these
specific points are crucial.



Ignoring Publisher-Specific Guidelines

While the Chicago Manual of Style provides comprehensive guidelines, many
academic journals and publishers have their own specific requirements or
preferred variations. It is imperative to consult the author guidelines
provided by the target publication and adapt your manuscript accordingly.
These guidelines often supersede or supplement general CMOS rules, especially
concerning manuscript formatting and submission procedures.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Adherence

Mastering Chicago style for scholarly articles is an ongoing process.
Employing best practices throughout the writing and revision stages can
ensure accuracy and maintain a high standard of academic presentation. These
practices go beyond simply following rules; they involve a mindset geared
towards clarity and scholarly rigor.

Utilize the Latest Edition of CMOS

The Chicago Manual of Style is regularly updated to reflect evolving language
conventions and scholarly practices. Always refer to the most current edition
of the manual for the most accurate and up-to-date guidelines. Older editions
may contain outdated information, which could lead to errors in formatting
and citation.

Create Style Sheets

For lengthy or complex projects, consider creating a personal style sheet.
This document can record specific decisions made regarding formatting,
capitalization, hyphenation, and the treatment of particular terms or
abbreviations. This ensures consistency across the entire article, especially
if multiple authors or editors are involved.

Proofread Meticulously

After completing the manuscript, undertake a thorough proofreading process
specifically focused on Chicago style compliance. Read through the article
multiple times, dedicating each pass to checking a different aspect: in-text
citations, bibliography formatting, headings, punctuation, and general
consistency. Having a colleague review the manuscript with a focus on style
adherence can also be invaluable.



Regularly Consult CMOS

Do not rely solely on memory. Keep a copy of the Chicago Manual of Style
readily accessible and consult it whenever you encounter a question or are
unsure about a particular convention. Familiarity grows with repeated use,
and proactive consultation prevents errors before they become ingrained in
the text. Understanding the rationale behind the rules will also enhance your
ability to apply them correctly.

Q: What is the primary purpose of the Chicago Manual
of Style in academic writing?
A: The primary purpose of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) in academic
writing is to ensure clarity, consistency, and accuracy in the presentation
of scholarly work, enabling readers to easily understand and verify the
information and sources used by the author.

Q: Can you explain the difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago
style?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-
text citations and concludes with a bibliography, common in humanities. The
Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations (Author Year) within the text
and is followed by a reference list, more common in social sciences.

Q: How should I format an in-text citation for a
direct quote in the Chicago style Author-Date
system?
A: In the Author-Date system, a direct quote in Chicago style includes the
author's last name, the year of publication, and the specific page number in
parentheses immediately after the quote, for example: (Smith 2020, 45).

Q: What is the significance of the bibliography or
works cited page in a Chicago style article?
A: The bibliography or works cited page provides a comprehensive list of all
sources referenced in the article, allowing readers to locate and consult the
original material. It is essential for academic integrity, giving credit to
authors and enabling further research.



Q: How are block quotations handled in Chicago style
scholarly articles?
A: Block quotations, typically longer than four lines of prose or three lines
of poetry, are set off from the main text by indenting them from the left
margin. They do not use quotation marks and are typically preceded by a
colon.

Q: What are the key elements to include in a
bibliography entry for a book in Chicago style?
A: A bibliography entry for a book in Chicago style generally includes the
author's full name, the title of the book (italicized), the place of
publication, the publisher, and the year of publication.

Q: Are there specific rules for citing electronic or
online sources in Chicago style?
A: Yes, Chicago style provides detailed guidelines for citing various
electronic sources, including websites, online articles, and databases. Key
information includes the author, title, website name, publication date, and a
URL or DOI, along with an access date if the content is likely to change.

Q: How do I ensure consistency when using Chicago
style in a lengthy scholarly article?
A: To ensure consistency, it is recommended to use the latest edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style, create a personal style sheet for specific
formatting decisions, and meticulously proofread the document, perhaps with
dedicated passes for different stylistic elements.
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