
chicago style results section conclusion

chicago style results section conclusion serves as a critical juncture in academic and professional writing,
often dictating the impact and clarity of presented findings. This comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of
crafting an effective results section conclusion within the Chicago Manual of Style framework. We will
explore its fundamental purpose, essential components, best practices for presentation, and common pitfalls to
avoid. Understanding how to effectively summarize and interpret your data is paramount for communicating
your research outcomes persuasively and accurately, ensuring your work resonates with its intended audience.
This article will equip you with the knowledge to master this vital aspect of scholarly communication.
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Understanding the Purpose of the Chicago Style Results Section
Conclusion

The conclusion of the results section in a Chicago style document is not merely a summary; it is a strategic
distillation of your most significant findings. Its primary purpose is to provide readers with a clear, concise,
and memorable overview of what the data has revealed, without introducing new information or interpretation
that belongs in the discussion section. This section acts as a bridge, solidifying the reader's understanding of
the empirical evidence before they delve into its broader implications.

Effectively concluding the results section helps to reinforce the credibility of your research by highlighting the
concrete outcomes. It ensures that the core discoveries are easily accessible and understandable, serving as a
reference point for the subsequent analysis and interpretation. A well-structured conclusion in this context
guides the reader through the landscape of your data, emphasizing the most salient points discovered through
your methodology.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Results Section Conclusion

A robust conclusion to the results section typically encompasses several key elements designed to effectively
summarize the data presented. These components work in tandem to provide a holistic yet focused recap of the
empirical evidence gathered.

Restatement of Major Findings

The most crucial aspect is to briefly reiterate the principal findings directly derived from your data analysis.
This should not be a verbatim repetition of every statistic but rather a high-level summary of the most
significant outcomes. For instance, if you found a statistically significant correlation between two variables,
this would be clearly stated here.

Highlighting Trends and Patterns

Beyond individual data points, the conclusion should draw attention to any overarching trends or patterns
that emerged. This could involve noting consistent directions of effect, unexpected anomalies, or convergent
evidence from different analytical approaches. Identifying these broader movements within the data provides a



more profound understanding of the results.

Confirmation of Hypotheses (If Applicable)

If your research was guided by specific hypotheses, the conclusion of the results section should clearly
indicate whether the data supports or refutes these initial predictions. This direct link between your research
questions and the empirical evidence is vital for demonstrating the progress of your inquiry. It’s important to
state this factually, based solely on the data.

Reference to Key Visualizations

While the detailed explanation of figures and tables belongs in the main body of the results section, the
conclusion can briefly reference them as support for the summarized findings. For example, a sentence might
state, "As evidenced in Figure 3 and Table 2, the observed trend was particularly pronounced." This helps to
anchor the summary in the tangible evidence presented.

Best Practices for Presenting Your Findings

To ensure your results section conclusion is as effective as possible, adhering to certain best practices is
essential. These guidelines help to maintain academic rigor, clarity, and reader comprehension.

Maintain Objectivity

It is imperative that the conclusion remains strictly objective, presenting only what the data directly shows.
Avoid introducing any interpretation, speculation, or discussion of implications. These elements belong in a
separate discussion section, preserving the integrity of the results.

Use Clear and Concise Language

Employ straightforward language, avoiding jargon where possible or explaining it clearly if necessary. The
goal is to make your findings accessible to a broad audience within your field. Short, impactful sentences are
often more effective than long, complex ones.

Organize Logically

Structure the conclusion in a logical flow that mirrors the presentation of your results. Often, this means
starting with the most significant finding and then moving to secondary but still important outcomes. This
sequential approach aids reader comprehension and retention.

Ensure Consistency

The information presented in the conclusion must be entirely consistent with the detailed findings reported
earlier in the results section. Any discrepancies can undermine the credibility of your entire study.



Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Several common mistakes can detract from the effectiveness of a Chicago style results section conclusion.
Being aware of these pitfalls can help you steer clear of them in your own writing.

Introducing New Data or Analysis

One of the most critical errors is presenting new data, statistics, or analytical methods that were not
previously discussed. The conclusion should solely summarize what has already been presented and analyzed.

Over-interpreting or Discussing Implications

Shifting into interpretative or argumentative territory too early is a frequent mistake. The results section is
for reporting facts; the 'why' and 'so what' are reserved for the discussion.

Vagueness or Lack of Specificity

A conclusion that is too vague fails to adequately summarize the findings. While conciseness is key, it should
not come at the expense of important detail regarding the outcomes.

Repetitive Phrasing

Simply repeating sentences or phrases from the main body of the results section without synthesizing them into
a coherent summary can make the conclusion feel redundant rather than conclusive.

Integrating Results with Discussion

The conclusion of the results section acts as a seamless transition to the discussion. It provides a firm
foundation of reported findings upon which the subsequent analysis and interpretation can be built. While
distinct, these sections are intrinsically linked.

The results section, and its concluding summary, presents the empirical evidence, answering the "what" of your
research. The discussion section then takes this evidence and addresses the "why" and "so what." A well-
articulated results conclusion ensures that the discussion section has a clear and unambiguous starting
point, allowing for a more focused and impactful exploration of the study's significance and limitations.

Ensuring Clarity and Conciseness

Achieving clarity and conciseness in your Chicago style results section conclusion involves careful word
choice and strategic organization. Prioritize impact and accessibility.

To ensure conciseness, review your drafted conclusion and identify any redundant words or phrases. Can a
complex sentence be simplified? Can a single word replace a phrase? Furthermore, focus on the most impactful
findings. If certain results are tangential or less significant, they may not need to be re-emphasized in the
conclusion.

Clarity is achieved through direct language and a logical flow. Each sentence should contribute meaningfully
to the overall summary. Reading your conclusion aloud can often help identify awkward phrasing or areas
that are difficult to understand. The goal is to leave the reader with a clear and confident understanding of
your study's core discoveries.



FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary purpose of a conclusion in the results section of a
Chicago style paper?
A: The primary purpose is to provide a concise summary of the most significant findings derived from the data
analysis, without introducing new interpretations or implications. It solidifies the reader's understanding of
the empirical evidence presented.

Q: Should I introduce new statistical data in the results section
conclusion?
A: Absolutely not. The conclusion should only summarize data and findings that have already been presented
and discussed in the main body of the results section.

Q: How does the conclusion of the results section differ from the overall
conclusion of the paper?
A: The results section conclusion is a brief summary of empirical findings. The overall paper conclusion
typically synthesizes the entire study, discussing implications, limitations, and future research directions,
drawing upon both the results and their interpretation.

Q: Can I discuss the implications of my findings in the results section
conclusion?
A: No, discussions of implications, interpretations, and the broader meaning of your findings belong in the
discussion section, not the conclusion of the results section.

Q: What are some common formatting considerations for a results section
conclusion in Chicago style?
A: While Chicago style has general formatting guidelines, for the results section conclusion, the emphasis is on
clear, objective language and logical organization. Ensure consistency with the rest of the document's
formatting.

Q: How can I ensure my results section conclusion is objective?
A: Stick strictly to reporting what the data shows. Avoid any subjective language, personal opinions, or
speculative statements about the meaning or impact of the findings.

Q: Should I always include a concluding sentence or paragraph for the
results section?
A: Yes, a concluding summary for the results section is highly recommended to provide a clear takeaway for
the reader and to smoothly transition into the discussion.



Q: What is the role of figures and tables in the results section conclusion?
A: The conclusion can briefly reference key figures and tables to support the summarized findings, but it should
not present new visuals or re-explain them in detail.
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