chicago style research paper citation
examples

chicago style research paper citation examples are fundamental to academic integrity
and scholarly communication, ensuring proper attribution and allowing readers to trace
sources. Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) can be
challenging, especially when encountering various source types like books, journal
articles, websites, and even unpublished materials. This comprehensive guide will
demystify the process, providing detailed examples for both the note-bibliography system
and the author-date system. We will explore the core components of Chicago style
citations, differentiate between footnotes/endnotes and in-text citations, and offer
practical guidance for common citation scenarios. Understanding these examples will
equip you to craft impeccably cited research papers, enhancing your credibility and the
clarity of your work.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the note-bibliography
system and the author-date system. Both systems are widely accepted in academic
disciplines, but their application and format differ significantly. The note-bibliography
system is more prevalent in the humanities, including literature, history, and the arts. It
utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, with a corresponding
bibliography at the end of the paper. The author-date system, conversely, is more common
in the social sciences and natural sciences. It employs parenthetical in-text citations,
usually including the author's last name and the year of publication, and a reference list at
the end.

Choosing the appropriate system often depends on the specific requirements of your
professor, department, or the journal you intend to publish in. While the core principles of
accurate attribution remain the same across both systems, the formatting of the citations
themselves undergoes a transformation. Familiarity with both will provide you with
greater flexibility and a deeper understanding of scholarly citation practices.

The Note-Bibliography System Explained

The note-bibliography system is characterized by its use of superscripts in the text to
indicate a citation. These superscripts correspond to numbered footnotes at the bottom of
the page or endnotes collected at the end of the document. Each footnote or endnote
provides the full bibliographic information for the source upon its first mention.
Subsequent citations of the same source are typically shortened. The bibliography,
appearing at the end of the paper, lists all sources cited in the notes, alphabetized by the
author's last name.

Book Citations in Notes and Bibliography

Citing a book in Chicago style requires specific elements to be included in both the notes
and the bibliography. For the initial note or bibliography entry, you'll typically include the
author's full name, the title of the book (italicized), publication information (city,
publisher, year), and potentially page numbers. Subsequent notes may use a shortened
form, often consisting of the author's last name, a shortened title, and the specific page
number being referenced.

Example for a Note (First Mention):

1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan
(New York: Vintage Books, 1977), 27.

Example for a Subsequent Note:

2. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 45.



Example for the Bibliography:

Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Translated by Alan
Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books, 1977.

Journal Article Citations in Notes and Bibliography

Journal articles, with their distinct structure, also require specific citation formats. In the
note-bibliography system, you'll cite the author(s), article title (in quotation marks),
journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, publication date, and page range of
the article. For notes, you'll include the specific page number you are referencing.

Example for a Note (First Mention):

3. Janet L. Nelson, "Theocracy and Propaganda: The Cult of Louis the Pious," History 64,
no. 210 (February 1979): 43.

Example for a Subsequent Note:

4. Nelson, "Theocracy and Propaganda," 45.

Example for the Bibliography:

Nelson, Janet L. "Theocracy and Propaganda: The Cult of Louis the Pious." History 64, no.
210 (February 1979): 43-54.

Website Citations in Notes and Bibliography

Citing online sources requires careful attention to available information. For websites,
include the author or organization, the title of the specific page or article (in quotation
marks), the website name (italicized), the publication or last updated date if available, and
the URL. It's also crucial to include an access date for online sources, as content can
change.

Example for a Note (First Mention):

5. "The History of the Internet," Internet Society, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.internetsociety.org/internet/history-internet/.

Example for the Bibliography:

Internet Society. "The History of the Internet." Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.internetsociety.org/internet/history-internet/.

Other Source Types in Notes and Bibliography



Beyond books and journal articles, Chicago style accommodates a wide array of source
materials. This includes book chapters, dissertations, reports, government documents, and
even unpublished manuscripts. Each type has its specific formatting requirements,
emphasizing clarity and completeness of information. For instance, a chapter in an edited
book would cite the chapter author, chapter title, editor(s), book title, and publication
details. A dissertation would include the author, dissertation title, university, and year.

Example for a Book Chapter in a Note:

6. John Smith, "The Impact of Technology on Education," in Innovations in Learning, ed.
Jane Doe (Chicago: University Press, 2022), 112.

Example for a Book Chapter in the Bibliography:

Smith, John. "The Impact of Technology on Education." In Innovations in Learning, edited
by Jane Doe, 105-120. Chicago: University Press, 2022.

The Author-Date System Explained

The author-date system streamlines in-text citations by placing them directly within the
narrative of your paper. These parenthetical citations typically include the author's last
name and the year of publication, followed by a page number if a specific passage is being
referenced. This system is valued for its conciseness within the text, allowing readers to
quickly identify the source and year of information without extensive footnotes or
endnotes. A comprehensive reference list, organized alphabetically by author's last name,
appears at the end of the document, providing full bibliographic details for every source
cited in the text.

Book Citations in Text and Reference List

In the author-date system, book citations in the text are brief. When you refer to a work,
you'll include the author's last name and the publication year in parentheses. For direct
quotations, you'll also add the page number. The reference list at the end of your paper
will contain a more detailed entry for each book.

Example for an In-Text Citation:
Research indicates a significant shift in consumer behavior (Smith 2021).
Or for a direct quote:

The study highlighted that "consumer preferences are increasingly influenced by digital
trends" (Smith 2021, 45).

Example for the Reference List:
Smith, John. 2021. The Future of Marketing. New York: Business Press.



Journal Article Citations in Text and Reference List

Journal articles are cited similarly to books in the author-date system. The in-text citation
will include the author's last name and the publication year. The reference list will provide
the full bibliographic details of the article, including the journal title, volume, issue, and
page numbers.

Example for an In-Text Citation:
Recent analyses suggest a correlation between these factors (Johnson and Lee 2022).
Or for a direct quote:

The authors state that "the observed pattern is statistically significant" (Johnson and Lee
2022, 112).

Example for the Reference List:

Johnson, Emily, and David Lee. 2022. "Understanding Correlation Patterns." Journal of
Statistics 35, no. 2: 105-120.

Website Citations in Text and Reference List

Citing websites in the author-date system requires the author or organization name and
the year of publication or last update. If no specific date is available, you may use "n.d."
for "no date." The reference list will provide the URL and access date.

Example for an In-Text Citation:
The organization's website provides updated guidelines (World Health Organization 2023).
Or if no date is available:

Information on this topic is readily available online (Government Agency n.d.).

Example for the Reference List:

World Health Organization. 2023. "Global Health Report." Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.who.int/reports/global-health-2023.

Government Agency. n.d. "Public Health Initiatives." Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.governmentagency.gov/initiatives.

Other Source Types in Text and Reference List

The author-date system also accommodates various other source types in its reference list,
following similar principles of providing author, date, and publication details. For book
chapters, the format would include the chapter author and title, followed by the book's
editor(s), title, and publication information. Dissertations and reports would list the
author, year, and then descriptive information about the work.



Example for a Book Chapter in the Reference List:

Davis, Robert. 2020. "The Evolution of AL." In Artificial Intelligence Today, edited by Sarah
Chen, 75-90. London: Tech Publishing.

Example for a Dissertation in the Reference List:

Garcia, Maria. 2019. "Societal Impacts of Renewable Energy." PhD diss., University of
California, Berkeley.

Key Differences and When to Use Each System

The fundamental distinction between the note-bibliography and author-date systems lies in
their primary citation mechanism: superscripts and footnotes/endnotes versus
parenthetical in-text citations. The note-bibliography system allows for more extensive
commentary or asides within the notes, making it suitable for works where nuance and
detailed explanations are crucial. The author-date system, with its concise in-text citations,
is favored for fields where rapid identification of sources and their publication dates is
paramount, facilitating a quick overview of the existing literature. The choice often comes
down to disciplinary convention and the specific requirements of your academic context.

Furthermore, the organization of the final list of sources differs. The bibliography in the
note-bibliography system is a comprehensive list of works cited, while the reference list in
the author-date system is an equally comprehensive list, but formatted to align with the in-
text citations. Understanding these differences is key to applying the correct system
accurately for your research paper.

Common Citation Challenges and Solutions

One of the most frequent challenges in Chicago style citation is correctly formatting
sources with multiple authors. For the note-bibliography system, the first author's name is
reversed in the bibliography, but in notes, both authors' names are usually presented in
normal order. For the author-date system, if a work has two authors, both last names are
typically included in the in-text citation. Works with three or more authors have specific
rules for both systems, often involving using "et al." after the first author's name in
subsequent citations or in the bibliography/reference list, depending on the system and
specific edition of CMOS.

Another common hurdle is citing electronic resources that lack traditional publication
details. In such cases, the Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes using the most complete
information available, including author or organization, title, website name, publication or
update date, and a URL. For online sources where the publication date is absent, using an
access date becomes critically important to document when the information was retrieved,
as online content can be dynamic. Always consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual
of Style for the most up-to-date and precise guidelines.



FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the Chicago
note-bibliography system and the author-date system?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The note-
bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the author-date system
uses parenthetical in-text citations including the author's last name and publication year.

Q: When should I use the Chicago note-bibliography
system?

A: The note-bibliography system is most commonly used in the humanities disciplines,
such as history, literature, art history, and musicology, where extensive notes might be
beneficial for commentary or providing additional context.

Q: When is the Chicago author-date system preferred?

A: The author-date system is typically preferred in the social sciences and some scientific
disciplines, such as sociology, political science, and psychology, where quick identification
of sources and their publication dates is important for tracking research development.

Q: How do I cite a book with multiple authors in
Chicago style?

A: For the note-bibliography system, in the bibliography, list authors in reverse order for
the first author only. In notes, list all authors in normal order. For the author-date system,
include all authors' last names in the in-text citation and reference list if there are two
authors. For three or more authors, you typically list the first author followed by "et al." in
both in-text citations and the reference list.

Q: What information should I include when citing a
website in Chicago style?

A: When citing a website, include the author (if available), the title of the specific page or
article (in quotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), the publication or last
updated date (if available), and the URL. It is also highly recommended to include an
access date for online sources.

Q: How do I handle sources with no publication date in
Chicago style?

A: For sources without a publication date, you should use "n.d." (no date) in place of the
publication year. This applies to both the note-bibliography system (in the bibliography



and subsequent notes) and the author-date system (in the in-text citation and reference
list).

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?

A: In the note-bibliography system, the end section is called a bibliography and lists all
sources cited in the notes. In the author-date system, the end section is called a reference
list and contains only the sources that were cited in the text.
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