CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PAPER ABSTRACT WRITING

THE IMPORTANCE OF CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PAPER ABSTRACT W/RITING

CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PAPER ABSTRACT WRITING IS A CRUCIAL SKILL FOR ANY ACADEMIC RESEARCHER, SERVING AS THE
GATEWAY TO YOUR SCHOLARLY WORK. |T IS A CONCISE YET COMPREHENSIVE SUMMARY THAT ENCAPSULATES THE ESSENCE OF
YOUR ENTIRE RESEARCH PAPER, ENABLING READERS TO QUICKLY GRASP ITS PURPOSE, METHODOLOGY, FINDINGS, AND
SIGNIFICANCE. A WELL-CRAFTED ABSTRACT IN CHICAGO STYLE ACTS AS A POWERFUL TOOL, ATTRACTING THE ATTENTION OF
YOUR TARGET AUDIENCE AND ENCOURAGING THEM TO DELVE DEEPER INTO YOUR STUDY. MASTERING THIS ART REQUIRES
UNDERSTANDING THE SPECIFIC CONVENTIONS AND EXPECTATIONS OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE/ WHICH EMPHASIZES
CLARITY, PRECISION, AND ADHERENCE TO ACADEMIC RIGOR. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL DEMYSTIFY THE PROCESS, OFFERING
STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS AND EXPERT ADVICE TO HELP YOU CREATE AN IMPACTFUL ABSTRACT THAT ACCURATELY
REFLECTS YOUR RESEARCH AND ADHERES TO CHICAGO STYLE GUIDELINES.

TABLE oF CONTENTS

(UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE AND FUNCTION OF AN ABSTRACT

Key CoMPONENTS OF A CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PAPER ABSTRACT
THe Process oF CRAFTING YOUR ABSTRACT

FORMATTING AND STYLE GUIDELINES FOR CHICAGO ABSTRACTS
CoMMON PITFALLS To AvoID IN ABSTRACT WRITING

REFINING AND POLISHING YOUR ABSTRACT

UUNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE AND FUNCTION OF AN ABSTRACT

THE ABSTRACT IS MORE THAN JUST A BRIEF OVERVIEW, IT IS A CRITICAL STANDALONE PIECE OF YOUR RESEARCH. ITS PRIMARY
PURPOSE IS TO INFORM POTENTIAL READERS—INCLUDING PROFESSORS, FELLOW RESEARCHERS, AND JOURNAL EDITORS—ABOUT
THE CORE ELEMENTS OF YOUR STUDY WITHOUT REQUIRING THEM TO READ THE ENTIRE PAPER. IN ACADEMIC SETTINGS,
ABSTRACTS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR INDEXING AND SEARCHING DATABASES, MAKING YOUR WORK DISCOVERABLE TO THOSE WHO
MIGHT BENEFIT FROM IT. A GOOD ABSTRACT EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATES THE VALUE AND CONTRIBUTION OF YOUR RESEARCH,
ACTING AS A FIRST IMPRESSION THAT CAN SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE WHETHER YOUR PAPER IS READ, CITED, OR ACCEPTED FOR
PUBLICATION.

THE FUNCTION OF AN ABSTRACT IS MULTI-FACETED. |T SERVES AS A SCREENING TOOL, ALLOWING READERS TO DETERMINE
RELEVANCE QUICKLY. |T ALSO ACTS AS A CONCISE REPRESENTATION OF YOUR ARGUMENT AND FINDINGS, PROVIDING A SNAPSHOT
OF YOUR SCHOLARLY ENDEAVOR. FOR THOSE SUBMITTING THEIR WORK TO CONFERENCES OR JOURNALS, THE ABSTRACT IS OFTEN
THE SOLE BASIS FOR INITIAL REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE. THEREFORE, INVESTING TIME AND EFFORT INTO DEVELOPING A STRONG
CHICAGO STYLE ABSTRACT IS AN INVESTMENT IN THE VISIBILITY AND IMPACT OF YOUR RESEARCH.

Key CoMPONENTS oF A CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PAPER ABSTRACT

A CHICAGO STYLE ABSTRACT, LIKE OTHERS, GENERALLY FOLLOWS A STRUCTURE THAT INCLUDES SEVERAL KEY COMPONENTS.
W/HILE THE EXACT EMPHASIS MIGHT VARY SLIGHTLY DEPENDING ON THE DISCIPLINE, THE CORE ELEMENTS REMAIN CONSISTENT.
THESE COMPONENTS WORK TOGETHER TO PROVIDE A HOLISTIC UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR RESEARCH PROJECT.

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND

BEGIN BY BRIEFLY SETTING THE CONTEXT FOR YOUR RESEARCH. THIS INVOLVES STATING THE PROBLEM OR ISSUE YOUR PAPER
ADDRESSES AND WHY IT IS SIGNIFICANT. YOU SHOULD ESTABLISH THE BROADER FIELD OF STUDY AND THEN NARROW DOWN TO
THE SPECIFIC AREA YOUR RESEARCH OCCUPIES. THIS PART OF THE ABSTRACT SHOULD ORIENT THE READER AND HIGHLIGHT THE



GAP IN EXISTING KNOWLEDGE THAT YOUR RESEARCH AIMS TO FILL. KEEP THIS CONCISE AND FOCUSED, AVOIDING UNNECESSARY
JARGON.

PROBLEM STATEMENT /RESEARCH QUESTION

CLEARLY ARTICULATE THE CENTRAL PROBLEM OR QUESTION THAT YOUR RESEARCH INVESTIGATES. THIS IS THE DRIVING FORCE
BEHIND YOUR STUDY. |T SHOULD BE SPECIFIC, MEASURABLE, ACHIEVABLE, RELEVANT, AND TIME-BOUND (SMART) IF APPLICABLE,
OR AT LEAST CLEARLY DEFINED. A WELL-STATED PROBLEM STATEMENT OR RESEARCH QUESTION IMMEDIATELY TELLS THE READER
WHAT YOU ARE TRYING TO SOLVE OR ANSWER, PROVIDING A CLEAR OBJECTIVE FOR YOUR WORK.

METHODOLOGY

DESCRIBE THE METHODS AND APPROACHES YOU USED TO CONDUCT YOUR RESEARCH. THIS SECTION SHOULD PROVIDE ENOUGH
DETAIL FOR THE READER TO UNDERSTAND HOW YOU GATHERED AND ANALYZED YOUR DATA. DEPENDING ON YOUR FIELD, THIS
MIGHT INCLUDE MENTIONING YOUR RESEARCH DESIGN, DATA COLLECTION TECHNIQUES (E.G., SURVEYS, INTERVIEWS, EXPERIMENTS,
ARCHIVAL RESEARCH), AND ANALYTICAL PROCEDURES. THE GOAL IS TO DEMONSTRATE THE RIGOR AND VALIDITY OF YOUR
RESEARCH PROCESS.

ResuLTs/FINDINGS

PRESENT THE MOST SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS OR OUTCOMES OF YOUR STUDY. THIS IS WHERE YOU SUMMARIZE THE KEY DISCOVERIES
AND INSIGHTS YOU GAINED. FOCUS ON THE RESULTS THAT DIRECTLY ADDRESS YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION OR PROBLEM
STATEMENT. AVOID PRESENTING RAW DATA,; INSTEAD, SYNTHESIZE YOUR FINDINGS INTO CLEAR AND IMPACTFUL STATEMENTS
THAT HIGHLIGHT THE ESSENCE OF YOUR DISCOVERIES. USE QUANTITATIVE DATA SPARINGLY AND ONLY WHEN IT IS CRUCIAL FOR
CONVEYING A KEY RESULT.

CONCLUSION/ IMPLICATIONS

CONCLUDE BY SUMMARIZING THE MAIN IMPLICATIONS OR CONTRIBUTIONS OF YOUR RESEARCH. EXPLAIN WHAT YOUR FINDINGS
MEAN IN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF YOUR FIELD. YOU MIGHT ALSO SUGGEST FUTURE RESEARCH DIRECTIONS OR PRACTICAL
APPLICATIONS OF YOUR WORK. THIS SECTION SHOULD UNDERSCORE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF YOUR STUDY AND ITS POTENTIAL
IMPACT ON KNOWLEDGE OR PRACTICE.

THE Process oF CRAFTING YOUR ABSTRACT

W/RITING AN EFFECTIVE ABSTRACT IS AN ITERATIVE PROCESS THAT OFTEN WORKS BEST WHEN UNDERTAKEN AFTER THE MAIN
BODY OF YOUR RESEARCH PAPER IS COMPLETE. THIS ENSURES THAT YOU HAVE A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR FINDINGS AND
CONCLUSIONS TO ACCURATELY SUMMARIZE. RUSHING THE ABSTRACT OR ATTEMPTING TO WRITE IT TOO EARLY CAN LEAD TO
INACCURACIES OR A LACK OF FOCUS.

START AFTER COMPLETING YOUR PAPER

As MENTIONED, THE IDEAL TIME TO WRITE YOUR ABSTRACT IS AFTER YOU HAVE FINALIZED THE CONTENT OF YOUR RESEARCH
PAPER. BY THIS POINT, YOU WILL HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE GRASP OF YOUR INTRODUCTION, METHODOLOGY , RESULTS, AND
CONCLUSIONS. THIS ALLOWS YOU TO DISTILL THE MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ACCURATELY. REVIEWING YOUR PAPER
SECTION BY SECTION, HIGHLIGHTING KEY SENTENCES AND DATA POINTS, CAN BE A USEFUL PREPARATORY STEP.



DrAFT EACH COMPONENT SEPARATELY

[T CAN BE HELPFUL TO DRAFT EACH OF THE KEY COMPONENTS (INTRODUCTION, PROBLEM, METHODOLOGY, RESULTS,
CONCLUSION) AS SEPARATE BULLET POINTS OR SHORT PARAGRAPHS FIRST. THIS BREAKS DOWN THE TASK INTO MANAGEABLE
PARTS AND HELPS ENSURE THAT YOU DON'T MISS ANY CRUCIAL ELEMENTS. ONCE YOU HAVE THESE INDIVIDUAL PIECES, YOU CAN
BEGIN TO WEAVE THEM TOGETHER INTO A COHESIVE NARRATIVE.

INTEGRATE AND REFINE

COMBINE YOUR DRAFTED COMPONENTS INTO A CONTINUOUS PARAGRAPH OR A SERIES OF CLOSELY LINKED SENTENCES. PAY
CLOSE ATTENTION TO TRANSITIONS BETWEEN IDEAS, ENSURING A LOGICAL FLOW. READ YOUR DRAFT ALOUD TO IDENTIFY
AWKW ARD PHRASING OR SENTENCES THAT ARE TOO LONG OR COMPLEX. THE GOAL IS TO CREATE A SMOOTH AND READABLE
SUMMARY.

EpiT FOrR CoNcCISENESS AND CLARITY

THIS IS A CRITICAL STAGE. ABSTRACTS TYPICALLY HAVE STRICT WORD COUNT LIMITS (ofFTEN 150-300 worDs). BE
RUTHLESS IN ELIMINATING REDUNDANT WORDS, PHRASES, AND SENTENCES. EVERY WORD SHOULD EARN ITS PLACE. FOCUS ON
USING PRECISE LANGUAGE AND STRONG VERBS. AVOID JARGON WHERE POSSIBLE, OR DEFINE IT CLEARLY IF IT IS ESSENTIAL. THE
CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE EMPHASIZES CLARITY AND ECONOMY OF LANGUAGE, SO AIM FOR DIRECTNESS.

FORMATTING AND STYLE GUIDELINES FOR CHICAGO ABSTRACTS

ADHERING TO THE SPECIFIC FORMATTING AND STYLISTIC CONVENTIONS OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE IS PARAMOUNT
WHEN WRITING YOUR RESEARCH PAPER ABSTRACT. WHILE CHICAGO STYLE ITSELF IS QUITE FLEXIBLE, CERTAIN EXPECTATIONS
APPLY TO THE ABSTRACT. |T'S IMPORTANT TO CONSULT THE LATEST EDITION OF THE MANUAL OR SPECIFIC GUIDELINES
PROVIDED BY YOUR INSTITUTION OR PUBLISHER.

PLACEMENT AND HEADING

TYPICALLY, THE ABSTRACT APPEARS ON ITS OWN PAGE IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE TITLE PAGE AND BEFORE THE MAIN BODY OF
THE PAPER. |T IS USUALLY PRECEDED BY THE HEADING ”ABSTRACT,” CENTERED AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE. THIS HEADING SHOULD
BE DISTINCT BUT NOT OVERLY EMPHASIZED.

PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE

CHICAGO STYLE GENERALLY FAVORS A SINGLE, CONTINUOUS PARAGRAPH FOR THE ABSTRACT. AVOID BREAKING IT INTO
MULTIPLE PARAGRAPHS UNLESS YOUR INSTITUTION'S GUIDELINES SPECIFICALLY ALLOW OR REQUIRE IT. THE AIM IS A SEAMLESS
FLOW OF INFORMATION, CONVEYING THE ENTIRETY OF YOUR RESEARCH IN ONE CONCISE BLOCK OF TEXT.

CITATIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS

CRUCIALLY, CHICAGO STYLE ABSTRACTS GENERALLY DO NOT INCLUDE CITATIONS TO OTHER WORKS. THE ABSTRACT IS MEANT
TO STAND ALONE AS A SUMMARY OF YOUR RESEARCH. SIMILARLY, AVOID USING ABBREVIATIONS OR ACRONYMS UNLESS THEY
ARE UNIVERSALLY UNDERSTOOD WITHIN YOUR FIELD AND ESSENTIAL FOR CONCISENESS. |F YOU MUST USE AN ABBREVIATION,
DEFINE IT UPON ITS FIRST USE, ALTHOUGH THIS IS GENERALLY DISCOURAGED IN ABSTRACTS TO MAINTAIN BREVITY.



TONE AND LANGUAGE

MAINTAIN A FORMAL, OBJECTIVE, AND PROFESSIONAL TONE. THE LANGUAGE SHOULD BE CLEAR, PRECISE, AND DIRECT. Avolb
COLLOQUIALISMS, CONTRACTIONS, AND ANY FORM OF SUBJECTIVE COMMENTARY. FOCUS ON PRESENTING FACTS AND FINDINGS
RELATED TO YOUR RESEARCH. USE THE PAST TENSE TO DESCRIBE YOUR METHODS AND FINDINGS, AND THE PRESENT TENSE TO
DISCUSS ESTABLISHED KNOWLEDGE OR THE IMPLICATIONS OF YOUR WORK.

CoMMOoN PITFALLS To AvolD IN ABSTRACT WRITING

EVEN EXPERIENCED RESEARCHERS CAN FALL INTO COMMON TRAPS WHEN WRITING ABSTRACTS. RECOGNIZING THESE PITFALLS
BEFOREHAND CAN SAVE YOU SIGNIFICANT REVISION TIME AND ENSURE YOUR ABSTRACT EFFECTIVELY REPRESENTS YOUR WORK.

Too MucH DeTAIL or Too LITTLE INFORMATION

A COMMON MISTAKE IS TO INCLUDE TOO MUCH SPECIFIC DETAIL ABOUT YOUR METHODOLOGY OR TO PRESENT EVERY MINOR
FINDING. CONVERSELY, SOME ABSTRACTS ARE TOO VAGUE, OFFERING GENERAL STATEMENTS WITHOUT CONVEYING ANY
CONCRETE INFORMATION ABOUT THE RESEARCH. STRIVE FOR A BALANCE, HIGHLIGHTING THE MOST CRUCIAL ASPECTS WITHOUT
GETTING BOGGED DOWN IN MINUTIAE OR BEING OVERLY GENERAL.

USING JARGON OR UNEXPLAINED ACRONYMS

W/HILE YOU ARE WRITING FOR A SPECIFIC ACADEMIC AUDIENCE, AVOID USING HIGHLY SPECIALIZED JARGON OR ACRONYMS THAT
ARE NOT UNIVERSALLY UNDERSTOOD WITHIN YOUR FIELD. |[F AN ACRONYM IS ESSENTIAL, DEFINE IT CLEARLY ON ITS FIRST
MENTION. THE GOAL IS TO MAKE YOUR ABSTRACT ACCESSIBLE TO A BROAD RANGE OF SCHOLARS WITHIN YOUR DISCIPLINE.

INCLUDING CITATIONS OR REFERENCES

As MENTIONED, ABSTRACTS IN CHIcAGO STYLE, AND GENERALLY IN MOST ACADEMIC CONTEXTS, SHOULD NOT CONTAIN
CITATIONS. THE ABSTRACT IS A SUMMARY OF YOUR OWN WORK, NOT A LITERATURE REVIEW. ALL NECESSARY REFERENCES
SHOULD BE IN THE MAIN BODY OF YOUR PAPER AND ITS BIBLIOGRAPHY.

MakING BRoAD, UNSUBSTANTIATED CLAIMS

AVOID MAKING SWEEPING STATEMENTS OR GRAND CLAIMS THAT ARE NOT DIRECTLY SUPPORTED BY THE FINDINGS PRESENTED IN
YOUR RESEARCH PAPER. Y OUR ABSTRACT SHOULD BE A FAITHFUL REPRESENTATION OF YOUR STUDY'S SCOPE AND
CONCLUSIONS. EXAGGERATION OR OVERSTATEMENT CAN UNDERMINE YOUR CREDIBILITY.

NoT ADHERING TO WorD CouNT LIMITS

MOST_JOURNALS, CONFERENCES, AND ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS HAVE STRICT WORD COUNT LIMITATIONS FOR ABSTRACTS.
FAILING TO ADHERE TO THESE LIMITS CAN LEAD TO YOUR ABSTRACT BEING REJECTED OR RETURNED FOR REVISION. BE PREPARED
TO CONDENSE YOUR WRITING TO MEET THESE REQUIREMENTS.

REFINING AND POLISHING YOUR ABSTRACT

THE PROCESS OF WRITING AN ABSTRACT DOESN'T END WITH THE FIRST DRAFT. RIGOROUS REFINEMENT AND POLISHING ARE



ESSENTIAL TO ENSURE IT IS AS EFFECTIVE AS POSSIBLE. THIS STAGE INVOLVES CRITICAL REVIEW AND MAKING NECESSARY
ADJUSTMENTS TO ENHANCE CLARITY, CONCISENESS, AND IMPACT.

Seex FEEDBACK FROM PEERS AND MENTORS

ONCE YOU HAVE A SOLID DRAFT, SHARE IT WITH COLLEAGUES, MENTORS, OR SUPERVISORS. THEY CAN OFFER VALUABLE
PERSPECTIVES, IDENTIFY AREAS THAT ARE UNCLEAR OR COULD BE IMPROVED, AND CHECK FOR ADHERENCE TO CHICAGO STYLE
CONVENTIONS. A FRESH PAIR OF EYES CAN OFTEN SPOT ISSUES THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE OVERLOOKED.

PROOFREAD METICULOUSLY

GRAMMAR, SPELLING, AND PUNCTUATION ERRORS IN YOUR ABSTRACT CAN SIGNIFICANTLY DETRACT FROM ITS PROFESSIONALISM
AND CREDIBILITY. PROOFREAD YOUR ABSTRACT MULTIPLE TIMES, PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION TO EVERY \WORD. READING IT
BACKWARD CAN SOMETIMES HELP CATCH TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. ENSURE THAT YOUR SENTENCE STRUCTURE IS SOUND AND
THAT THERE ARE NO AWKWARD PHRASES.

CHeck For FLow AND COHESION

READ YOUR ABSTRACT FROM BEGINNING TO END, ENSURING THAT IT FLOWS LOGICALLY AND THAT ALL PARTS ARE
INTERCONNECTED. THE TRANSITIONS BETWEEN SENTENCES AND IDEAS SHOULD BE SMOOTH. DOES THE ABSTRACT TELL A
COHERENT STORY ABOUT YOUR RESEARCH?P IS IT EASY FOR A READER TO FOLLOW YOUR TRAIN OF THOUGHT FROM THE PROBLEM
TO THE IMPLICATIONS?

BY CAREFULLY FOLLOWING THESE STEPS AND PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS OF CHICAGO STYLE,
YOU CAN CRAFT A COMPELLING AND EFFECTIVE ABSTRACT THAT ACCURATELY REPRESENTS YOUR RESEARCH AND ENHANCES ITS
VISIBILITY AND IMPACT WITHIN THE ACADEMIC COMMUNITY.

WRITING A STRONG CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PAPER ABSTRACT IS A SKILL THAT DEVELOPS WITH PRACTICE AND ATTENTION
TO DETAIL. |T REQUIRES UNDERSTANDING THE CORE COMPONENTS, FOLLOWING ESTABLISHED STYLISTIC GUIDELINES, AND
DEDICATING TIME TO REFINEMENT. A WELL-WRITTEN ABSTRACT IS AN INDISPENSABLE ASSET FOR ANY RESEARCHER SEEKING TO
COMMUNICATE THE VALUE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THEIR WORK TO A BROADER AUDIENCE. BY MASTERING THE NUANCES OF
CHICAGO STYLE ABSTRACT WRITING, YOU EQUIP YOURSELF WITH A POWERFUL TOOL FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS.

THE KEY IS TO BE BOTH COMPREHENSIVE AND CONCISE, OFFERING A CLEAR AND COMPELLING SUMMARY THAT ENTICES READERS TO
EXPLORE YOUR RESEARCH FURTHER. W/HETHER YOU ARE A GRADUATE STUDENT, A SEASONED SCHOLAR, OR PRESENTING AT A
CONFERENCE, THE PRINCIPLES OUTLINED IN THIS GUIDE WILL SERVE AS A SOLID FOUNDATION FOR CRAFTING EXCEPTIONAL
CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PAPER ABSTRACTS.

REMEMBER THAT AN ABSTRACT IS THE FIRST AND OFTEN ONLY CHANCE YOU HAVE TO MAKE A STRONG IMPRESSION. INVESTING
THE TIME TO PERFECT IT IS CRUCIAL FOR ENSURING YOUR RESEARCH RECEIVES THE ATTENTION IT DESERVES.

THE PRINCIPLES OF CLEAR COMMUNICATION AND ACADEMIC RIGOR ARE AT THE HEART OF CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PAPER
ABSTRACT WRITING. BY INTERNALIZING THESE PRINCIPLES AND APPLYING THEM DILIGENTLY, YOU CAN ENSURE YOUR \WORK
STANDS OUT AND EFFECTIVELY CONVEYS ITS SCHOLARLY CONTRIBUTIONS.

FAQ



Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PAPER ABSTRACT?

A: THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PAPER ABSTRACT IS TO PROVIDE A CONCISE, STANDALONE SUMMARY
OF THE ENTIRE RESEARCH PAPER. |T INFORMS READERS ABOUT THE STUDY'S BACKGROUND, PROBLEM STATEMENT, METHODOLOGY,
KEY FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS, ENABLING THEM TO QUICKLY ASSESS THE PAPER’S RELEVANCE TO THEIR INTERESTS.

Q: How LoNG SHouLD A CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PAPER ABSTRACT TYPICALLY BE?

A: W/HILE SPECIFIC WORD COUNT LIMITS CAN VARY BY INSTITUTION OR PUBLICATION, A CHICAGO STYLE RESEARCH PAPER
ABSTRACT TYPICALLY RANGES FROM 150 To 300 WORDS. IT IS ESSENTIAL TO CHECK THE SPECIFIC GUIDELINES PROVIDED BY
YOUR PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT, OR THE JOURNAL / CONFERENCE TO WHICH YOU ARE SUBMITTING.

QI SHOULD | INCLUDE CITATIONS OR REFERENCES IN MY CHICAGO STYLE ABSTRACT?

A: GENERALLY, CHICAGO STYLE ABSTRACTS DO NOT INCLUDE CITATIONS OR REFERENCES. THE ABSTRACT IS INTENDED TO
SUMMARIZE YOUR OWN RESEARCH, AND ALL NECESSARY BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SHOULD BE FOUND IN THE MAIN BODY OF
THE PAPER AND ITS BIBLIOGRAPHY.

Q: WHAT TENSE SHOULD | USE WHEN WRITING A CHICAGO STYLE ABSTRACT?

A: TYPICALLY, THE PAST TENSE IS USED TO DESCRIBE THE METHODS AND FINDINGS OF YOUR RESEARCH, AS THESE ACTIONS HAVE
ALREADY BEEN COMPLETED. THE PRESENT TENSE IS OFTEN USED TO DISCUSS THE BACKGROUND CONTEXT, ESTABLISHED
KNOWLEDGE, OR THE IMPLICATIONS OF YOUR FINDINGS.

Q: How po | eNsURE MY CHICAGO STYLE ABSTRACT IS CONCISE?

A: To ENSURE CONCISENESS, FOCUS ON USING STRONG VERBS AND PRECISE LANGUAGE, ELIMINATE REDUNDANT WORDS AND
PHRASES, AND AVOID UNNECESSARY JARGON. PRIORITIZE THE MOST CRITICAL INFORMATION THAT ACCURATELY REPRESENTS
YOUR RESEARCH. READING YOUR ABSTRACT ALOUD CAN HELP IDENTIFY AREAS WHERE WORDING CAN BE TIGHTENED.

Q: WHAT ARE THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS THAT MUST BE INCLUDED IN A CHICAGO
STYLE ABSTRACT?

A: THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS TYPICALLY INCLUDE AN INTRODUCTION TO THE RESEARCH TOPIC, THE SPECIFIC PROBLEM OR
QUESTION BEING ADDRESSED, THE METHODOLOGY EMPLOYED, THE KEY RESULTS OR FINDINGS, AND THE MAIN CONCLUSIONS OR
IMPLICATIONS OF THE STUDY.

Q: CAN | USE ABBREVIATIONS OR ACRONYMS IN MY CHICAGO STYLE ABSTRACT?

A: T IS GENERALLY BEST TO AVOID ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS IN CHICAGO STYLE ABSTRACTS UNLESS THEY ARE
EXTREMELY COMMON AND UNIVERSALLY UNDERSTOOD WITHIN YOUR SPECIFIC ACADEMIC FIELD. |F AN ABBREVIATION IS
ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY, IT SHOULD BE DEFINED UPON ITS FIRST USE, THOUGH THIS CAN OFTEN LEAD TO A LOSS OF
CONCISENESS.

Q: How DO | FORMAT THE ABSTRACT PAGE IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: IN CHIcAGO STYLE, THE ABSTRACT IS USUALLY PLACED ON ITS OWN PAGE IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE TITLE PAGE. THE PAGE IS
TYPICALLY HEADED WITH THE WORD “ABSTRACT" CENTERED AT THE TOP. THE ABSTRACT ITSELF IS USUALLY PRESENTED AS A
SINGLE, CONTINUOUS PARAGRAPH.



Q: WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE ABSTRACT IN ACADEMIC PUBLISHING?

A: IN ACADEMIC PUBLISHING, THE ABSTRACT SERVES AS A CRITICAL FIRST IMPRESSION. |T HELPS EDITORS AND REVIEWERS
QUICKLY ASSESS THE SUITABILITY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF A SUBMITTED MANUSCRIPT, AND IT ALLOWS RESEARCHERS TO
DISCOVER RELEVANT STUDIES THROUGH DATABASES. A WELL-WRITTEN ABSTRACT CAN SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE WHETHER A
PAPER IS ACCEPTED FOR PUBLICATION.
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