
chicago style reporting verbs
Mastering Chicago Style Reporting Verbs: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style reporting verbs are essential tools for academic and
journalistic writers, providing precision and clarity when attributing
information to sources. Understanding their nuances is crucial for
maintaining credibility and adhering to the rigorous standards of the Chicago
Manual of Style. This article will delve deeply into the purpose, selection,
and effective use of reporting verbs within the Chicago style, exploring
categories of verbs and offering practical guidance on avoiding common
pitfalls. We will examine how the choice of a reporting verb can subtly
influence the reader's perception of a source and discuss strategies for
selecting the most appropriate verb for any given context. By mastering these
verbs, writers can enhance the authority and impact of their work.
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The Crucial Role of Reporting Verbs in Chicago
Style

In academic writing and journalism, accurately attributing information is
paramount. Chicago style reporting verbs serve as the bridge between a
writer's text and the original source of information. They are not merely
functional; they are instrumental in conveying the nature and certainty of
the claim being made. A well-chosen reporting verb can signal whether a
source is stating a fact, expressing an opinion, making a suggestion, or
recounting an experience. This precision is a hallmark of Chicago style's
commitment to clear and responsible scholarship.

The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes that reporting verbs should be clear,
concise, and accurate. They help readers understand the origin and potential
bias of the information presented. For instance, using “claims” suggests a
need for skepticism, while “states” implies a more neutral presentation of
fact. The selection of these verbs directly impacts the tone and perceived
authority of the writing, making their judicious use a critical skill for any
writer working within this style.



Understanding the Spectrum of Chicago Style
Reporting Verbs

Chicago style reporting verbs exist on a spectrum, ranging from highly
neutral and objective to more interpretive and subjective. This spectrum
allows writers to precisely articulate the relationship between their
narrative and the source material. Understanding this range is the first step
in effectively employing these verbs. The choice can significantly alter the
reader's perception of the source’s reliability and the writer’s
interpretation of that source.

The spectrum allows for subtle gradations in meaning. A verb that simply
indicates communication might be “said” or “told,” while a verb indicating a
strong assertion might be “declared” or “affirmed.” Conversely, verbs
suggesting doubt or speculation could be “suggested” or “inferred.” This
nuanced selection is what distinguishes skilled Chicago style writing.

Neutral Reporting Verbs

Neutral reporting verbs aim to present information without adding any
judgment or interpretation from the writer. They are the workhorses of
factual reporting, indicating that information has been conveyed from a
source directly. These verbs are ideal when the focus is solely on the
content of the source, and the writer wishes to avoid any implication of
agreement or disagreement.

Examples of neutral reporting verbs include:

said

stated

told

reported

mentioned

noted

remarked



Verbs of Assertion and Declaration

These verbs convey a stronger sense of conviction or certainty from the
source. They are used when a source makes a definitive statement or declares
something to be true. While still aiming for accuracy, these verbs
communicate a higher degree of confidence from the original speaker or
writer, and the reporter is simply relaying that strong assertion.

Examples of verbs of assertion and declaration include:

declared

affirmed

asserted

maintained

claimed (use with caution, see below)

insisted

Verbs of Interpretation and Speculation

This category includes verbs that suggest the writer is interpreting the
source’s meaning or reporting on speculation. They are used when the source
is not making a direct factual statement but rather offering an opinion,
hypothesis, or inference. These verbs signal that the writer is guiding the
reader toward a particular understanding of the source’s less concrete
statements.

Examples of verbs of interpretation and speculation include:

suggested

implied

inferred

argued

speculated

opined



Verbs of Inquiry and Request

When a source is asking a question or making a request, specific reporting
verbs are employed. These verbs accurately reflect the interrogative or
supplicatory nature of the source’s utterance, ensuring the writer’s
representation is faithful to the original intent.

Examples of verbs of inquiry and request include:

asked

inquired

requested

urged

Choosing the Right Reporting Verb: Context and
Nuance

The selection of a reporting verb is rarely arbitrary. It requires careful
consideration of the original source's intent, tone, and the specific point
being conveyed. Misusing a reporting verb can lead to misrepresentation and
undermine the credibility of the writer’s work. Therefore, writers must
analyze the context thoroughly before settling on a verb.

Consider the weight of the statement. Is it a casual remark, a well-reasoned
argument, or a definitive pronouncement? Each of these requires a different
type of reporting verb. The writer's role is to be an accurate conduit of
information, and this accuracy extends to reflecting the speaker's own
emphasis and certainty (or lack thereof).

Analyzing the Source's Intent

Before selecting a reporting verb, it is essential to analyze what the source
intended to communicate. Was the speaker merely informing, persuading,
questioning, or commanding? The verb chosen should mirror this original
intent as closely as possible. For instance, reporting someone's statement as
“said” is different from reporting it as “demanded,” even if the words might
be similar.

Understanding the speaker's or writer's purpose behind their words is key. A



neutral verb like “said” is appropriate for relaying straightforward
information. However, if the source was trying to convince others, “argued”
or “persuaded” might be more fitting. If the source was expressing strong
conviction, “maintained” or “affirmed” would be better choices.

Considering the Tone of the Source

The tone of the original utterance is another critical factor. A sarcastic
remark requires a different reporting verb than a sincere compliment.
Similarly, a source expressing anger will be conveyed differently than one
expressing enthusiasm. The reporting verb should help the reader infer the
original tone, without the writer explicitly stating their own interpretation
of that tone.

For example, if a source says something with heavy irony, simply using “said”
might miss the mark. While Chicago style generally discourages overt
authorial commentary, a carefully chosen verb can hint at the original tone.
Verbs like “quipped” or “snapped” can carry more tonal weight than neutral
verbs, but should be used sparingly and when justified by the source’s clear
intent.

Impact of Verb Choice on Credibility

The reporting verbs you choose directly influence how readers perceive the
credibility of your sources and, by extension, your own credibility as a
writer. Using overly strong or interpretive verbs when the source was neutral
can be seen as biased. Conversely, using overly weak verbs for a strong
assertion can diminish the impact of the source's statement.

For example, the verb “claimed” is often debated. While it can be neutral, it
can also carry a connotation of doubt, suggesting that what was claimed may
not be true. Chicago style often advises using it cautiously, preferring more
direct alternatives like “stated” or “argued” unless there is a specific
reason to imply skepticism. The goal is always to present the source's
statement faithfully.

When to Use Different Types of Reporting Verbs

The decision of which type of reporting verb to use depends heavily on the
specific communication being reported and the writer’s need to accurately
represent it. There is no single perfect verb for all situations. Instead,
writers must make informed choices based on the nature of the information and
its origin.



When reporting factual information where the source is presenting established
knowledge or verifiable data, neutral verbs are generally preferred. For
instance, a scientist reporting on experimental results would likely use
“stated” or “found” rather than “claimed” or “suggested.” The goal is to
avoid injecting any bias into the reporting of objective facts.

Reporting Factual Statements

When a source presents factual information or data, the most appropriate
reporting verbs are those that are neutral and objective. These verbs simply
indicate that information was conveyed without implying agreement or
disagreement from the writer, or any particular level of certainty from the
source beyond what they themselves expressed.

Examples include:

The report stated that sales increased by 15%.

The witness told the police that she saw a red car.

The study mentioned a correlation between diet and health.

Reporting Opinions and Arguments

When reporting on opinions, interpretations, or arguments made by a source,
it is appropriate to use verbs that reflect this subjective nature. These
verbs signal that the writer is relaying a viewpoint or a reasoned position,
rather than an objective fact. This allows the reader to distinguish between
verifiable information and the source’s personal stance.

Examples include:

The senator argued that the bill would harm small businesses.

The critic opines that the film is a masterpiece.

She suggested that a different approach might be more effective.

Reporting Questions and Inquiries



When a source poses a question or makes an inquiry, the reporting verb should
clearly reflect this action. This helps maintain the directness of the
source’s communication and avoids misrepresenting a question as a statement
or an assertion.

Examples include:

The journalist asked if the policy would be reconsidered.

He inquired about the timeline for the project.

She requested clarification on the procedures.

Avoiding Pitfalls in Chicago Style Reporting
Verb Usage

Even experienced writers can fall into common traps when using reporting
verbs. These pitfalls can range from an overreliance on a few tired verbs to
the inappropriate use of words that carry unintended connotations. Avoiding
these errors is key to maintaining the clarity and professionalism expected
in Chicago style.

One common mistake is the overuse of “said.” While “said” is perfectly
acceptable and often the best choice for neutrality, a consistent diet of
“said” can make prose monotonous. Conversely, using overly dramatic or
uncommon verbs can be distracting and make the writing sound pretentious or
even misrepresent the source.

The Danger of Overuse

The most common reporting verb is “said.” While it is a neutral and perfectly
acceptable choice, overusing it can lead to repetitive and unengaging prose.
Writers should aim for variety, but not at the expense of accuracy or
clarity. The goal is to enhance the writing, not to show off a large
vocabulary.

Instead of:

He said, “I am tired.”

She said, “Let’s go.”

They said, “We need more time.”



Consider variations that suit the context:

He sighed, “I am tired.”

She suggested, “Let’s go.”

They pleaded, “We need more time.”

Misinterpreting “Claim”

The verb “claim” is a frequent source of confusion. While it can be used
neutrally to mean “to state or assert a fact or belief,” it often carries an
implicit suggestion of doubt or controversy. Chicago style guidelines
recommend using “claim” with caution, particularly in academic writing,
unless the writer specifically intends to cast doubt on the veracity of the
statement.

Instead of:

The company claimed to have record profits. (Implies doubt)

Consider:

The company stated it had record profits. (Neutral)

The company asserted it had record profits. (Stronger assertion from
source)

Substituting with Jargon or Overly Dramatic Verbs

Another pitfall is the temptation to use jargon or overly dramatic verbs that
do not accurately reflect the source’s utterance or the writer’s intent.
Verbs like “opined,” “pontificated,” or “ruminated” can sound pretentious if
not used judiciously and when genuinely warranted by the context. Such
choices can detract from the clarity and authority of the writing.

When in doubt, always return to the simplest, most accurate verb that conveys
the intended meaning without adding unwarranted interpretation or flair.
Accuracy and clarity are paramount in Chicago style.



The Impact of Reporting Verbs on Credibility

The careful selection of reporting verbs significantly bolsters the
credibility of any written work, especially within academic and journalistic
contexts governed by Chicago style. These verbs act as subtle but powerful
indicators of how the writer perceives the information being presented and
the source from which it originates. A writer who consistently uses precise
and appropriate reporting verbs demonstrates a commitment to accuracy and a
nuanced understanding of their material.

Conversely, imprecise or biased reporting verbs can erode trust. If a writer
consistently uses verbs that imply skepticism for all sources, they might
appear biased. If they use overly strong verbs for mild statements, they
might seem sensationalist. The goal is to present information in a way that
is fair, objective, and transparent, allowing the reader to form their own
conclusions based on the evidence presented.

Maintaining Objectivity

Objectivity is a cornerstone of credible writing, and reporting verbs are key
to its preservation. By choosing neutral verbs when reporting factual
statements, writers signal that they are not injecting personal opinions or
biases into the narrative. This allows the reader to trust that the
information is being presented as it was originally conveyed.

For example, if a study presents findings, reporting that the study “stated”
or “indicated” these findings is more objective than saying it “claimed” or
“proved” them, unless the proof is absolute and undeniable. This careful
distinction helps maintain the integrity of the research presented.

Establishing Authority

The correct use of reporting verbs also establishes the writer’s authority.
It shows that the writer understands the context, has analyzed the source
material carefully, and is capable of representing it accurately. A writer
who selects verbs that precisely capture the nuance of a source’s
statement—whether it’s a firm assertion, a tentative suggestion, or a
critical analysis—demonstrates a deep engagement with their subject matter.

When a writer uses “argued” for a well-reasoned piece of persuasive text, or
“insisted” for a source’s emphatic declaration, they are accurately
reflecting the source’s contribution and showing their ability to discern
these differences. This accuracy builds trust and positions the writer as a
knowledgeable and reliable guide through the information.



Advanced Techniques for Sophisticated Reporting

Beyond the fundamental principles, advanced writers can employ reporting
verbs in sophisticated ways to add depth and clarity to their work. This
involves not just choosing the right verb for a single instance but
strategically using a variety of verbs to paint a fuller picture of the
source's communication. It requires a keen eye for detail and a deep
understanding of the subtle meanings that words carry.

One advanced technique is to vary reporting verbs within a single piece to
avoid monotony while still maintaining accuracy. Another is to use less
common but still appropriate verbs when they perfectly capture the essence of
the source’s statement. This requires a robust vocabulary and a strong
command of the English language.

Varying Verbs for Engagement

While avoiding overuse is crucial, a skilled writer will also strategically
vary their reporting verbs to keep the reader engaged and to highlight
different aspects of a source's communication. This isn't about using
synonyms for the sake of it, but about selecting verbs that best fit the
specific context of each reported statement.

Consider a longer document where a source makes several points. A writer
might use “stated” for a key factual assertion, “argued” for a subsequent
line of reasoning, and “concluded” for their final summary. This variation
makes the writing more dynamic and helps guide the reader through the
source's thought process.

Using Less Common but Precise Verbs

In certain situations, a less common reporting verb might be the most
accurate choice. These verbs can add precision and sophistication to your
writing, but they should only be used when they genuinely fit the context and
are unlikely to confuse the reader. Examples include verbs like “contended,”
“posited,” “averred,” or “expounded.”

For instance, if a scholar is presenting a complex theory, “posited” might be
more fitting than “said” or “suggested.” If a source is strongly defending a
position against opposition, “contended” could be more precise than “argued.”
The key is to ensure that these verbs enhance clarity and accuracy rather
than obscuring the meaning.

The effective and judicious use of Chicago style reporting verbs is a skill



that develops with practice and a deep appreciation for the power of precise
language. By understanding the spectrum of available verbs, analyzing
context, and being mindful of potential pitfalls, writers can elevate their
work, ensuring clarity, credibility, and a faithful representation of their
sources. Mastering these linguistic tools allows for more nuanced and
authoritative writing, making the message resonate more powerfully with the
intended audience.

FAQ

Q: What are Chicago style reporting verbs, and why
are they important?
A: Chicago style reporting verbs are words used to attribute statements,
ideas, or information to their original source within the text. They are
crucial for maintaining academic integrity, avoiding plagiarism, and
accurately conveying the nature of the information being presented, whether
it’s a factual statement, an opinion, or a hypothesis.

Q: What is the difference between neutral reporting
verbs and those that imply bias?
A: Neutral reporting verbs, like “said” or “stated,” simply indicate that
information was conveyed without adding any judgment. Verbs that imply bias,
such as “claimed” (which can suggest doubt) or “admitted” (which implies a
previous reluctance to reveal information), inject interpretation or judgment
from the writer or suggest a specific framing by the original source.

Q: Is it okay to use “said” frequently in Chicago
style?
A: Yes, “said” is a perfectly acceptable and often the best choice for
neutral reporting in Chicago style. While variety is good, the primary goal
is clarity and accuracy. Overuse can make prose monotonous, but it is better
to use “said” appropriately than to force in less accurate or more dramatic
verbs.

Q: When should I use the verb “claimed”?
A: The verb “claimed” should be used cautiously in Chicago style. While it
can be neutral, it often carries an implication of doubt or controversy. Use
it only when you specifically intend to signal that the statement may be
contested or unsubstantiated, or when reporting that a source asserts
something that is not yet verified. Otherwise, opt for more neutral verbs
like “stated” or “asserted.”



Q: How do reporting verbs affect the credibility of
my writing?
A: The choice of reporting verbs significantly impacts credibility. Precise
and appropriate verbs demonstrate a writer's careful analysis of the source
and commitment to accuracy. Inaccurate or biased verbs can erode reader trust
by suggesting a writer's personal agenda or a misrepresentation of the
source's intent.

Q: Are there specific reporting verbs recommended
for academic papers versus journalistic articles in
Chicago style?
A: While Chicago style applies to both, academic papers generally demand a
higher degree of neutrality and precision. Journalistic articles might
occasionally use more evocative verbs if they accurately reflect a speaker's
tone or intent, but the core principle of accurate attribution remains
paramount in both.

Q: What are some alternatives to “said” that are
still neutral?
A: Some neutral alternatives to “said” include: stated, reported, mentioned,
noted, replied, responded, explained, announced, and shared. The best choice
depends on the specific context of the communication.
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