chicago style referencing social
scilence

The Chicago Style of Referencing in Social Science: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style referencing social science is a critical component of academic
integrity and scholarly communication within disciplines like sociology,
psychology, political science, anthropology, and economics. This widely
adopted citation system, often referred to as the Notes-Bibliography (NB) or
Author-Date (AD) system, provides a standardized framework for acknowledging
sources, avoiding plagiarism, and allowing readers to locate the origins of
information. Understanding its nuances is essential for students and
researchers aiming to produce clear, credible, and well-supported academic
work. This article will delve into the intricacies of Chicago style for
social science research, covering its foundational principles, the two
primary systems, detailed guidelines for common source types, in-text
citations, and the bibliography or reference list.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Two Systems: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date
Notes-Bibliography System in Social Science
Author-Date System in Social Science

Citing Common Social Science Sources

In-Text Citations in Chicago Style

Crafting Your Bibliography or Reference List
Ethical Considerations and Best Practices

Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a comprehensive style guide first
published in 1906 by the University of Chicago Press. It serves as a
benchmark for academic writing, publishing, and citation practices across a
vast array of disciplines, with a particularly strong presence in the
humanities and social sciences. Its enduring popularity stems from its
thoroughness, flexibility, and adaptability to various academic needs. For
social science researchers, adhering to CMOS ensures clarity, consistency,
and credibility in their written work, facilitating effective knowledge
dissemination and scholarly dialogue.

CMOS is not merely a set of rules for formatting citations; it is a complete
guide to academic writing, encompassing grammar, punctuation, manuscript
preparation, and the art of scholarly communication. Its emphasis on
providing clear, accessible information makes it an invaluable resource for
anyone engaged in academic writing, from undergraduate students to seasoned
professors. The manual is regularly updated to reflect evolving academic
norms and technological advancements, ensuring its continued relevance in the



modern scholarly landscape.

The Two Systems: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-
Date

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct yet equally valid systems for
citing sources: the Notes-Bibliography (NB) system and the Author-Date (AD)
system. The choice between these two often depends on the specific discipline
or the requirements of a particular journal or academic institution. Both
systems aim to provide complete and accurate source attribution, but they
achieve this through different structural approaches.

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered
footnotes or endnotes within the text, with a comprehensive bibliography
appearing at the end of the work. This system is prevalent in fields such as
history and literature, but it is also widely used in many social science
disciplines. The Author-Date system, conversely, uses parenthetical in-text
citations consisting of the author's last name and the publication year,
accompanied by a reference list at the end of the document. This latter
system is more common in scientific fields, including some branches of social
science, due to its conciseness and ease of quick reference.

Notes-Bibliography System in Social Science

The Notes-Bibliography (NB) system is a cornerstone of academic citation for
many social scientists. It involves placing a superscript numeral within the
text immediately following the cited information, which corresponds to a
numbered note (either a footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote at
the end of the chapter or work). These notes contain the full bibliographic
details of the source or a shortened form if the source has been cited
previously.

This system allows for extensive explanatory or discursive material to be
placed in the notes without disrupting the flow of the main text. For social
science research that often involves complex theoretical discussions or the
need to elaborate on methodological nuances, the NB system provides a
valuable tool for enriching the scholarly narrative. The corresponding
bibliography at the end of the work serves as a complete alphabetical list of
all sources consulted and cited.

Footnotes and Endnotes: Structure and Content

When using footnotes or endnotes in Chicago style, the first citation of a
source should include complete bibliographic information. Subsequent
citations of the same source can be shortened, typically including the
author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the page number. For
instance, a first note for a book might look like: 1. Pierre Bourdieu,



Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste, trans. Richard Nice
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1984), 105. A subsequent note might
be: 2. Bourdieu, Distinction, 112.

The exact format for notes can vary slightly depending on whether you are
citing a book, journal article, website, or other source type. It is crucial
to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for precise
formatting guidelines for each category of source. The goal is to provide
enough information for the reader to locate the source with minimal effort,
while also offering the flexibility to include supplementary information
within the notes themselves.

The Bibliography: An Alphabetical Listing

The bibliography in the NB system is an alphabetical list of all the sources
cited in the text. Unlike the notes, which are numbered sequentially as they
appear, the bibliography entries are arranged alphabetically by the author's
last name. Each entry in the bibliography provides the full publication
details of the source, presented in a consistent format.

For example, a book entry in a Chicago style bibliography would typically
include the author's full name, the title of the book (italicized), the place
of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. Journal articles
would list the author, article title, journal title (italicized), volume and
issue numbers, and publication year. This alphabetical arrangement ensures
that readers can easily scan and find specific sources they are interested in
consulting.

Author-Date System in Social Science

The Author-Date (AD) system is favored in many scientific disciplines,
including some areas of social science, for its directness and efficiency in
referencing. In this system, in-text citations consist of the author's last
name and the year of publication, enclosed in parentheses. For example, a
social science study might cite research as (Smith 2020). If referencing a
specific part of the work, a page number is also included: (Smith 2020, 45).

This method allows readers to immediately identify the source of information
and its publication date without needing to consult footnotes or endnotes. It
is particularly useful in fields where research builds rapidly upon recent
findings, and the timeliness of information is paramount. The AD system
requires a corresponding list of references at the end of the document, which
mirrors the structure of the bibliography in the NB system but only includes
sources that have been cited in the text.

In-Text Citations: Author and Year

The core of the Author-Date system lies in its concise in-text citations.
These citations serve to acknowledge the source of every piece of



information, idea, or quotation that is not common knowledge. When
introducing a citation, the author's name can be integrated into the
sentence, followed by the year in parentheses. For instance, "As Johnson
(2018) argues, socioeconomic status significantly impacts educational
outcomes." If the author's name is not part of the sentence's flow, both
author and year are placed in parentheses: "Socioeconomic status
significantly impacts educational outcomes (Johnson 2018)."

It is crucial to ensure that every in-text citation corresponds to an entry
in the reference list, and vice versa. This consistency is a hallmark of
accurate academic practice. When citing multiple works by the same author in
the same year, letters (a, b, c) are added after the year to distinguish them
(e.g., Smith 2019a, Smith 2019b). For direct quotations, the page number must
always be included in the in-text citation.

The Reference List: An Alphabetical Directory

The reference list in the Author-Date system is an alphabetical compilation
of all the sources cited within the paper. Similar to the bibliography in the
NB system, entries are alphabetized by the author's last name. However, the
format for individual entries is adjusted to align with the Author-Date
referencing convention.

A book entry in an AD reference list typically begins with the author's last
name, followed by their first name (or initial), the publication year in
parentheses, the title of the book (italicized), and then the publication
place and publisher. Journal article entries follow a similar pattern,
including the journal title (italicized), volume, issue, and page numbers.
This comprehensive yet concise list allows readers to easily retrieve the
full publication details for any source mentioned in the text.

Citing Common Social Science Sources

Social science research frequently draws upon a diverse range of sources,
from academic books and peer-reviewed journal articles to government reports,
interviews, and online materials. Chicago style provides specific guidelines
for each type to ensure accuracy and consistency.

Books and Book Chapters

When citing a book in the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note includes
the author’s full name, the title of the book (italicized), the place of
publication, publisher, year, and page number(s). In the Author-Date system,
the reference list entry starts with the author's last name, then first name,
the year in parentheses, the italicized title, and publication details. For a
chapter in an edited book, both systems require specific formatting to
indicate the chapter author, chapter title, editors, book title, and
publication details.



Journal Articles

Journal articles are a staple in social science literature. In the NB systenm,
a first note for a journal article includes the author(s), article title in
quotation marks, journal title (italicized), volume, issue, year, and page
range. The Author-Date system's reference list entry follows a similar
pattern, typically starting with the author’s last name and year, followed by
the article title, journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online sources in Chicago style requires attention to detail,
especially as web content can be dynamic. When citing websites, include the
author or organization responsible, the title of the specific page or
document, the website name, the publication or last updated date (if
available), and the URL. Crucially, include the date you accessed the
material, as web content can change or disappear. Both NB and AD systems
accommodate these elements, with notes and reference list entries structured
accordingly.

Interviews and Personal Communications

For unpublished interviews or personal communications, the citation should
include the name of the interviewee or communicator, the date of the
communication, and the means by which it was communicated (e.g., "personal
interview," "email"). In the NB system, these are typically handled in
footnotes or endnotes, often without a corresponding bibliography entry
unless the information is critical and widely disseminated. The AD system
generally omits personal communications from the reference list unless they
are crucial for a specific research context, with brief in-text parenthetical
mentions.

In-Text Citations in Chicago Style

Regardless of whether you choose the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date
system, accurate in-text citation is paramount. These brief acknowledgments
within the body of your text guide readers to the full source details and are
crucial for demonstrating academic honesty.

Paraphrasing vs. Direct Quotations

When paraphrasing or summarizing an idea from a source, Chicago style
requires an in-text citation indicating the source. For the NB system, this
means a footnote or endnote number. For the AD system, it's the author's last
name and the year of publication in parentheses. Direct quotations, however,
demand even more precise citation. Both systems require the inclusion of page



numbers for direct quotes. This ensures readers can locate the exact passage
being referenced, which is especially important in nuanced social science
arguments.

Handling Multiple Authors

Chicago style provides specific rules for citing works with multiple authors.
For works with two authors, both names are typically included in every
citation. For works with three or more authors, the NB system usually lists
all authors in the first note and then uses the first author's last name
followed by "et al." in subsequent notes. The AD system generally uses the
first author's last name followed by "et al." in all in-text citations,
regardless of the number of authors beyond the first.

Crafting Your Bibliography or Reference List

The bibliography or reference list is the concluding section of your Chicago-
style paper, providing a comprehensive and organized record of all sources
consulted and cited. Its meticulous construction is as important as the in-
text citations themselves, offering readers a roadmap to your research.

Alphabetical Order and Consistency

The fundamental principle of both the bibliography and the reference list is
alphabetical order by the author's last name. This allows for swift
navigation and retrieval of information. Within each entry, consistency in
formatting is key. This includes the consistent use of italics for book and
journal titles, quotation marks for article and chapter titles, and standard
punctuation. Adhering to these principles ensures a professional and
scholarly presentation of your research.

Formatting Specifics for Various Source Types

The exact formatting for each source type in the bibliography or reference
list is detailed in The Chicago Manual of Style. For instance, the way a book
is listed differs from a journal article, a newspaper article, a government
document, or a website. Paying close attention to these specifics, such as
the order of author names, the inclusion of article titles versus just
journal titles, and the formatting of dates and page numbers, is critical for
maintaining the integrity of your citation style.

Ethical Considerations and Best Practices

Beyond the mechanics of citation, Chicago style emphasizes ethical academic



conduct. Proper referencing acknowledges the intellectual contributions of
others, preventing plagiarism and building a foundation of trust in scholarly
discourse. For social science researchers, this means not only citing
correctly but also representing the ideas and findings of others accurately
and fairly.

It is also good practice to cite all sources that have significantly informed
your work, even if not directly quoted. This practice, often referred to as
acknowledging "influential sources," demonstrates a thorough engagement with
the existing literature and provides readers with a broader context for your
research. Maintaining meticulous records of your sources as you research is a
crucial step in ensuring accurate and complete citations.

FAQ: Chicago Style Referencing in Social Science

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago
style for social science?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
Notes-Bibliography (NB) system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the
Author-Date (AD) system uses parenthetical citations with the author's last
name and publication year. Both systems require a full list of sources at the
end, either a bibliography (NB) or a reference list (AD).

Q: Which social science disciplines typically prefer
the Notes-Bibliography system?

A: Disciplines such as history, literature, and art history traditionally
favor the Notes-Bibliography system. However, many sociology, anthropology,
and political science departments and publications also accept or prefer this
system for its capacity to include explanatory notes.

Q: When should I use the Author-Date system in my
social science research?

A: The Author-Date system is often preferred in social science fields that
are heavily influenced by scientific methodologies, such as psychology,
economics, and some areas of sociology and political science. It is also
commonly used in journals that prioritize quick in-text referencing.



Q: How do I cite a journal article with multiple
authors in Chicago style?

A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note lists all authors.
Subsequent notes use the first author's last name followed by "et al." For
the Author-Date system, in-text citations generally use the first author's
last name followed by "et al." in all instances, regardless of the number of
authors beyond the first.

Q: What is the proper way to cite a website in
Chicago style for a social science paper?

A: When citing a website, include the author or organization, title of the
page or document, website name, publication or last updated date if
available, and the URL. Crucially, also include the date you accessed the
material. The specific format will vary slightly between the NB and AD
systems for the note/in-text citation and the final bibliography/reference
list entry.

Q: Can I include explanatory material in my notes
when using the Notes-Bibliography system for social
science research?

A: Yes, one of the key advantages of the Notes-Bibliography system is its
allowance for explanatory or discursive material in footnotes or endnotes.
This can be useful for elaborating on theoretical points, providing
background information, or offering commentary without disrupting the main
text's flow.

Q: How should I handle citing a source that has no
publication date in Chicago style?

A: If a source lacks a publication date, Chicago style recommends using
"n.d." (no date) in place of the year in both the in-text citations and the
bibliography/reference list. For example, (Smith, n.d.) or Smith, John.
"Article Title." Journal Title, n.d.

Q: Does Chicago style require a comma after the
author's last name in the bibliography/reference
list?

A: Yes, in both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, the author's
last name is followed by a comma in the bibliography/reference list when it
appears first, such as in "Smith, John." This format is consistent across



most entries where the author's name is the starting point.
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