
chicago style referencing scholarly articles

Mastering Chicago Style Referencing for Scholarly
Articles

chicago style referencing scholarly articles is a cornerstone of academic integrity, providing a
standardized method for acknowledging the sources that underpin research. This comprehensive
guide delves into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), focusing specifically on its
application within scholarly contexts. Whether you are a seasoned academic or a budding
researcher, understanding how to properly cite scholarly articles is crucial for avoiding plagiarism,
enhancing the credibility of your work, and enabling readers to trace your sources. We will explore
the two primary citation systems within Chicago style – notes and bibliography, and author-date –
detailing their structure, components, and the specific nuances of referencing journal articles, book
chapters, and other scholarly publications. This article aims to equip you with the knowledge to
confidently navigate the requirements of Chicago style, ensuring your scholarly articles are both
meticulously referenced and easily verifiable.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems, both widely accepted in
academic disciplines, though their preference can vary by field. The choice between the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system often depends on the specific requirements of a
journal, publisher, or academic department. Understanding the fundamental differences and
applications of each is the first step toward mastering Chicago style referencing scholarly articles.

The Notes and Bibliography System for Scholarly Articles

The Notes and Bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered footnotes or endnotes
to cite sources within the text. Each note corresponds to a specific point in the manuscript where a
source is referenced. A bibliography, listing all cited sources alphabetically, appears at the end of
the work. This system is particularly prevalent in the humanities, such as literature, history, and art
history. It allows for detailed explanations or digressions within the notes themselves without
disrupting the flow of the main text.

Crafting Footnotes and Endnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while endnotes are collected
at the end of the document. Both function identically in terms of content. The first citation of a
source typically includes full bibliographical information, while subsequent citations for the same
source are abbreviated. The general format for a journal article in a footnote or endnote is as
follows:

For the first citation: Author First Name Last Name, “Article Title,” Journal Title Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page number(s).

For subsequent citations: Author Last Name, “Article Title,” Page number(s).

It is essential to be consistent with whether you use footnotes or endnotes throughout your
document. CMOS provides specific guidelines for punctuation, capitalization, and the use of italics.

The Bibliography for Notes and Bibliography System

The bibliography, placed at the end of the paper, provides a complete alphabetical list of all sources
cited in the footnotes or endnotes. Unlike the footnotes/endnotes, the bibliography lists authors' last
names first, followed by their first names. The publication details are presented in a consistent
order, usually including author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, date, and page range. For
example:



Author Last Name, First Name. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
range.

This section serves as a valuable resource for readers who wish to explore the sources in more
depth. Accurate and complete bibliographical entries are critical for readers to locate the original
works.

The Author-Date System for Scholarly Articles

The Author-Date system, favored in the social sciences and natural sciences, uses brief in-text
citations that include the author's last name and the year of publication. A corresponding reference
list, organized alphabetically by author's last name, appears at the end of the paper, providing full
publication details for each cited source. This system allows readers to quickly identify the author
and date of a source directly within the text, facilitating a chronological understanding of the
research.

Creating In-Text Citations in Author-Date

In-text citations in the Author-Date system are typically placed parenthetically. The most common
format for citing a journal article is (Author Last Name Year, Page Number). For instance, (Smith
2020, 123). If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page number are
needed in the parentheses: As Smith (2020) argues, ... (p. 123).

When multiple authors are involved, CMOS specifies how to list them. For two authors, both names
are included with an ampersand (&): (Jones & Garcia 2019). For three or more authors, only the first
author's last name is listed, followed by "et al.": (Miller et al. 2021).

The Reference List in Author-Date

The reference list in the Author-Date system is an alphabetical compilation of all sources cited in the
text. Each entry provides complete publication information. The format for a journal article entry
typically includes: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume, no.
Issue: Page range.

For example: Smith, John. 2020. “The Impact of AI on Modern Society.” Journal of Artificial
Intelligence Research 45: 101-125.

The reference list should be meticulously organized and formatted according to CMOS guidelines to
ensure clarity and ease of access for the reader. Every source mentioned in the in-text citations must
have a corresponding entry in the reference list, and vice versa.

Common Elements in Chicago Style Citations for



Articles

Regardless of which of the two systems you employ, several core elements are consistently required
when referencing scholarly articles in Chicago style. Accuracy and completeness in these elements
are paramount for proper attribution and reader assistance. Understanding these components is
fundamental to successful Chicago style referencing scholarly articles.

Citing Journal Articles

Journal articles are a primary source type in academic research. The key information required
includes the author(s), the title of the article, the title of the journal, the volume and issue numbers,
the publication year, and the page numbers. For online journals, including a DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) or a stable URL is also often necessary.

Here's a breakdown of the typical components for a journal article citation in both systems:

Author(s): Full name(s) as they appear on the publication. In the bibliography/reference list,
last name comes first.

Article Title: Enclosed in quotation marks and capitalized according to Chicago style rules.

Journal Title: Italicized.

Volume and Issue: Typically presented as Volume, no. Issue.

Publication Year: Enclosed in parentheses in the notes system and directly in the author-date
system.

Page Numbers: The range of pages the article occupies.

DOI/URL: For online access.

Citing Magazine and Newspaper Articles

While not strictly scholarly articles in the academic sense, references to magazine and newspaper
articles sometimes appear in scholarly work. The citation format is similar to journal articles but
often omits volume and issue numbers, focusing more on the publication date and page numbers or
URL. For newspapers, the date is usually more specific (month, day, year). Magazine articles are
generally less formal in their citation.

Citing Book Chapters



When referencing a chapter within an edited book, the citation needs to identify the chapter author,
the chapter title, the book title, the book editor(s), the publication information for the book
(publisher, year, page numbers of the chapter), and the DOI/URL if applicable. Both notes and
author-date systems require these details to pinpoint the exact source within a larger work.

A typical entry for a book chapter in a bibliography/reference list would be:

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. “Chapter Title.” In Book Title, edited by Editor First
Name Last Name, Page range of chapter. Publisher.

Digital and Online Sources

The digital landscape presents unique challenges for citation. Chicago style requires clear
identification of online sources. This includes providing authors, titles, and publication dates where
available. Crucially, a stable URL or a DOI is almost always required. If an article is available in both
print and online formats, it is generally best practice to cite the online version if that is how you
accessed it, as it provides a direct link for readers. CMOS also has specific guidelines for citing
content from websites, blogs, and databases.

Conclusion

Mastering Chicago style referencing scholarly articles is an investment in the clarity, credibility, and
accessibility of your academic work. By understanding the nuances of both the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system, and by meticulously attending to the common
elements required for citing various types of scholarly publications, you can ensure your research
adheres to the highest standards of academic practice. Consistent application of these principles not
only upholds scholarly integrity but also empowers your readers to engage more deeply with your
research by easily locating and consulting your sources. Diligence in citation is a hallmark of
rigorous scholarship.

FAQ

Q: What is the fundamental difference between the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system in Chicago
style?
A: The fundamental difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and how complete
bibliographic information is presented. The Notes and Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes
or endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end. The Author-Date
system uses brief parenthetical in-text citations (Author Last Name Year) and a detailed reference
list at the end.



Q: When should I choose the Notes and Bibliography system
versus the Author-Date system for my scholarly articles?
A: The choice often depends on the conventions of your discipline or the specific requirements of the
journal or publisher. The Notes and Bibliography system is more common in the humanities (history,
literature, arts), while the Author-Date system is prevalent in the social sciences and natural
sciences.

Q: How do I cite a journal article in a footnote for the first
time using Chicago style?
A: For the first citation of a journal article in a footnote, you would typically provide: Author First
Name Last Name, “Article Title,” Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page number.

Q: What information is essential for an in-text citation in the
Chicago Author-Date system?
A: The essential information for an in-text citation in the Author-Date system is the author's last
name and the year of publication, often followed by a page number if referring to a specific part of
the source. For example: (Smith 2020, 45).

Q: How should I format the author's name in a bibliography
entry using Chicago style?
A: In a bibliography entry (or reference list entry), the author's last name is always listed first,
followed by their first name. For example: Smith, John.

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important when citing online
scholarly articles?
A: DOI stands for Digital Object Identifier. It is a unique string of characters that permanently
identifies an electronic document, such as a journal article. Including the DOI in your citation makes
it easier for readers to locate the specific online article, even if the URL changes.

Q: If I cite the same source multiple times in my paper using
the Notes and Bibliography system, how do the citations
change?
A: After the first full citation, subsequent citations of the same source are typically abbreviated. This
usually includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the work (if necessary to distinguish it
from other works by the same author), and the page number. CMOS also allows for the use of "Ibid."
for consecutive citations of the same source.



Q: How do I cite a chapter from an edited book in Chicago
style?
A: When citing a chapter from an edited book, you need to include the chapter author, chapter title,
the book title, the editor(s) of the book, the publication details of the book (publisher, year), and the
page range of the chapter. The exact format will differ slightly between the Notes and Bibliography
and Author-Date systems.

Q: What is the correct way to handle multiple authors in
Chicago style in-text citations (Author-Date system)?
A: For two authors, cite both names connected by an ampersand: (Jones & Garcia 2019). For three
or more authors, cite only the first author's last name followed by "et al.": (Miller et al. 2021). The
full list of authors appears in the reference list.
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