chicago style reference examples

Navigating Citation: Comprehensive Chicago Style Reference Examples

chicago style reference examples are crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication, providing a standardized method for acknowledging sources.
Whether you're a student, researcher, or writer, understanding and applying
the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) correctly is paramount. This guide offers
detailed explanations and practical examples for various source types,
covering both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems, which are
common in many disciplines. We will delve into the intricacies of citing
books, articles, websites, and other digital resources, ensuring you can
confidently format your bibliographies and in-text citations. Mastering these
chicago style reference examples will not only enhance the credibility of
your work but also demonstrate your commitment to scholarly rigor.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Choosing the
appropriate system often depends on your field of study or the specific
requirements of your publisher or instructor. Both systems aim to provide
readers with sufficient information to locate the original sources, but they
differ in their presentation. Understanding these core differences is the
first step in applying chicago style reference examples accurately.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system is widely used in the humanities, including
literature, history, and the arts. It employs numbered footnotes or endnotes
within the text to refer to sources. A bibliography, listing all cited
sources alphabetically, appears at the end of the work. This system allows
for detailed explanatory notes alongside citation information, making it
versatile for in-depth scholarship.

The Author-Date System
The author-date system is more common in the social sciences and natural

sciences. In this system, brief parenthetical citations appear within the
text, usually including the author's last name and the year of publication. A



reference list, also alphabetized by author's last name, is provided at the
end of the document. This method is often favored for its conciseness and
ease of use in fields where frequent citation is necessary.

Crafting Chicago Style Reference Examples for Books

Books are fundamental sources in many academic disciplines, and their proper
citation in Chicago style is essential. Whether you are using the notes-
bibliography or author-date system, the core information required for book
citations remains largely the same, with formatting adjustments. Accurate
chicago style reference examples for books ensure that your readers can
easily identify and access the literature you've consulted.

Notes-Bibliography System: Book Citation Examples

When citing a book in a footnote or endnote using the notes-bibliography
system, you'll provide a more detailed entry than in the bibliography.

Footnote/Endnote Example (First Mention):

1. Robert Caro, The Power Broker: Robert Moses and the Fall of New York (New
York: Vintage Books, 1975), 78.

Footnote/Endnote Example (Subsequent Mentions):

2. Caro, The Power Broker, 152.

Bibliography Example:

Caro, Robert. The Power Broker: Robert Moses and the Fall of New York. New
York: Vintage Books, 1975.

Note the use of commas, periods, and italics, which are crucial in Chicago
style. The publisher and year are included, and page numbers are provided in
the initial note for specific references.

Author-Date System: Book Citation Examples

In the author-date system, your in-text citations and reference list entries
are formatted differently.

In-Text Citation Example:

(Caro 1975, 78)

Reference List Example:

Caro, Robert. 1975. The Power Broker: Robert Moses and the Fall of New York.
New York: Vintage Books.

The reference list places the year directly after the author's name,
distinguishing it from the notes-bibliography system's structure. This
streamlined approach is characteristic of the author-date method.

Books with Multiple Authors or Editors

Citing works with multiple authors or editors requires specific attention to
detail.



Notes-Bibliography (Two Authors):

1. Jane Doe and John Smith, The Art of Writing (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Jane Doe and John Smith, The Art of Writing. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2020.

Author-Date (Two Authors):

(Doe and Smith 2020, 45)

Doe, Jane, and John Smith. 2020. The Art of Writing. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

Notes-Bibliography (Three or More Authors):

1. Alice Brown, Barbara Green, Charles White, and David Black, History of
Science (New York: Academic Press, 2018), 112.

Brown, Alice, Barbara Green, Charles White, and David Black. History of
Science. New York: Academic Press, 2018.

Author-Date (Three or More Authors):

(Brown et al. 2018, 112)

Brown, Alice, Barbara Green, Charles White, and David Black. 2018. History of
Science. New York: Academic Press.

Notice the use of "et al." in the author-date system for three or more
authors in the in-text citation, which is a common practice to keep citations
brief.

Mastering Chicago Style Reference Examples for Journal Articles

Scholarly journal articles are a vital component of research, and their
correct citation is critical for academic papers. Chicago style provides
clear guidelines for citing these frequently used sources, ensuring
consistency and clarity for your readers. Understanding these chicago style
reference examples for articles is essential for proper academic sourcing.

Notes-Bibliography System: Journal Article Citation Examples

The notes-bibliography system for journal articles includes specific details
about the journal, volume, and issue numbers.

Footnote/Endnote Example (First Mention):

1. Eleanor Vance, "The Evolution of Digital Libraries," Journal of
Information Science 45, no. 3 (2019): 210.

Footnote/Endnote Example (Subsequent Mentions):

2. Vance, "Evolution of Digital Libraries," 215.

Bibliography Example:

Vance, Eleanor. "The Evolution of Digital Libraries." Journal of Information
Science 45, no. 3 (2019): 205-218.

Key elements here are the article title in quotation marks, the journal title
in italics, the volume number, the issue number, the publication year, and

the page range.

Author-Date System: Journal Article Citation Examples



The author-date system for journal articles is more concise in its in-text
citations.

In-Text Citation Example:

(Vance 2019, 210)

Reference List Example:

Vance, Eleanor. 2019. "The Evolution of Digital Libraries." Journal of
Information Science 45 (3): 205-218.

The reference list entry format is similar to the notes-bibliography version
but with the year immediately following the author's name. The volume and
issue numbers are presented distinctly.

Citing Articles with DOIs

Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) are becoming increasingly standard for
online journal articles.

Notes-Bibliography Example (with DOI):

1. Sarah Chen, "AI in Education," Educational Technology Review 22, no. 1
(2021): 55. doi:10.1000/abcd.2021.123.

Bibliography Example (with DOI):

Chen, Sarah. "AI in Education." Educational Technology Review 22, no. 1
(2021): 50-60. doi:10.1000/abcd.2021.123.

Author-Date Example (with DOI):

(Chen 2021, 55)

Chen, Sarah. 2021. "AI in Education." Educational Technology Review 22 (1):
50-60. doi:10.1000/abcd.2021.123.

Including the DOI provides a stable, persistent link to the article, which is
highly recommended for digital sources.

Citing Online Resources: Chicago Style Reference Examples for Websites and
Webpages

The internet has become an indispensable research tool, and citing online
resources correctly within Chicago style is crucial for academic integrity.
Providing accurate chicago style reference examples for websites and webpages
ensures your readers can trace your digital sources. The complexity arises
from the varied nature of online content, but the principles of providing
author, title, website name, publication date (if available), and access
information remain consistent.

Notes-Bibliography System: Website Citation Examples

Citing websites in the notes-bibliography system involves capturing key
publication details, even if they are not immediately obvious.

Footnote/Endnote Example (Page with Author and Date):
1. Jane Doe, "Introduction to Chicago Style," Writing Resources Online, March
15, 2022, https://www.writingresources.com/chicago/introduction.



Footnote/Endnote Example (Page without Author or Date):

2. "Guide to Citation Styles," Academic Writing Hub, accessed October 26,
2023, https://www.academicwritinghub.com/citation-guide.

Bibliography Example (Page with Author and Date):

Doe, Jane. "Introduction to Chicago Style." Writing Resources Online. March
15, 2022. https://www.writingresources.com/chicago/introduction.
Bibliography Example (Page without Author or Date):

"Guide to Citation Styles." Academic Writing Hub. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.academicwritinghub.com/citation-guide.

When no author is apparent, the title of the work comes first. If a
publication date is missing, use the access date to indicate when you viewed
the material. The full URL should be included.

Author-Date System: Website Citation Examples

The author-date system also adapts for online resources, maintaining its
characteristic brevity.

In-Text Citation Example (Page with Author and Date):

(Doe 2022)

In-Text Citation Example (Page without Author or Date):

("Guide to Citation Styles" 2023)

Reference List Example (Page with Author and Date):

Doe, Jane. 2022. "Introduction to Chicago Style." Writing Resources Online.
March 15, 2022. https://www.writingresources.com/chicago/introduction.
Reference List Example (Page without Author or Date):

"Guide to Citation Styles." 2023. Academic Writing Hub. Accessed October 26,
2023. https://www.academicwritinghub.com/citation-guide.

The author-date system, when applied to web pages without a clear author,
uses the first significant word or phrase of the title in quotation marks for
in-text citations.

Citing Other Online Content (e.g., Blogs, Social Media)

Chicago style also provides guidance for citing less traditional online
formats.

Notes-Bibliography Example (Blog Post):

1. John Adams, "Thoughts on Modern Literature," Literary Musings (blog),
October 20, 2023, https://www.literarymusings.com/blog/modernlit.
Bibliography Example (Blog Post):

Adams, John. "Thoughts on Modern Literature." Literary Musings (blog).
October 20, 2023. https://www.literarymusings.com/blog/modernlit.
Notes-Bibliography Example (Tweet):

1. @ExampleUser, "Fascinating insights on AI!" (Twitter, October 25, 2023,
10:30 AM), https://twitter.com/ExampleUser/status/1234567890.

Bibliography Example (Tweet):

@ExampleUser. "Fascinating insights on AI!" Twitter, October 25, 2023, 10:30
AM. https://twitter.com/ExampleUser/status/1234567890.



These examples highlight the need to identify the platform and provide
specific access details, especially for ephemeral content.

Chicago Style Reference Examples for Other Common Source Types

Beyond books and journal articles, academic research often incorporates a
wide array of source materials. Chicago style offers specific formats for
citing these diverse resources, ensuring consistency and comprehensiveness in
your references. Familiarizing yourself with these chicago style reference
examples for other common sources is vital for complete academic
documentation.

Citing Dissertations and Theses

Academic dissertations and theses are significant scholarly works that
require accurate citation.

Notes-Bibliography Example:

1. Michael Lee, "The Impact of Technology on Remote Learning" (PhD diss.,
University of California, Berkeley, 2022), 98.

Bibliography Example:

Lee, Michael. "The Impact of Technology on Remote Learning." PhD diss.,
University of California, Berkeley, 2022.

Author-Date Example:

(Lee 2022, 98)

Lee, Michael. 2022. "The Impact of Technology on Remote Learning." PhD diss.,
University of California, Berkeley.

The citation includes the degree type, the institution, and the year of
completion.

Citing Edited Volumes and Book Chapters

When referencing a chapter within an edited volume, you need to cite both the
chapter author and the editor(s).

Notes-Bibliography Example:

1. Sarah Miller, "Historical Perspectives on Climate Change," in
Environmental Science Today, ed. John Davis and Emily White (London: Global
Publishing, 2021), 145.

Bibliography Example:

Miller, Sarah. "Historical Perspectives on Climate Change." In Environmental
Science Today, edited by John Davis and Emily White, 130-160. London: Global
Publishing, 2021.

Author-Date Example:

(Miller 2021, 145)

Miller, Sarah. 2021. "Historical Perspectives on Climate Change." In
Environmental Science Today, edited by John Davis and Emily White, 130-160.
London: Global Publishing.

This format clearly delineates the specific chapter from the larger collected



work.
Citing Government Documents and Reports

Government publications, reports, and official documents often have unique
citation requirements.

Notes-Bibliography Example:

1. United States, Department of Health and Human Services, National Health
Survey Report (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2020), 15.
Bibliography Example:

United States. Department of Health and Human Services. National Health
Survey Report. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2020.

Author-Date Example:

(U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 2020, 15)

United States. Department of Health and Human Services. 2020. National Health
Survey Report. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office.

The structure typically begins with the issuing government body.
Citing Audiovisual Materials (e.g., Films, Podcasts)
Chicago style also addresses the citation of films, interviews, and podcasts.

Notes-Bibliography Example (Film):

1. The Social Dilemma, directed by Jeff Orlowski, Netflix, 2020.
Bibliography Example (Film):

The Social Dilemma. Directed by Jeff Orlowski. Netflix, 2020.
Notes-Bibliography Example (Podcast Episode):

1. "The Future of Work," Podcast Name, episode no. 10, interviewed by Jane
Smith, November 5, 2022.

Bibliography Example (Podcast Episode):

"The Future of Work." Podcast Name. Episode no. 10. Interviewed by Jane
Smith. November 5, 2022.

These examples emphasize the title, director/host, platform, and date of
release or publication.

Key Differences and Best Practices for Chicago Style Citation

Understanding the nuances between the notes-bibliography and author-date
systems is crucial, as is adhering to general best practices for Chicago
style citation. Consistent application of these principles across your work
is the hallmark of a well-researched and credible piece of writing. These
final tips will reinforce your grasp of chicago style reference examples.

Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date: A Quick Recap
The primary distinction lies in how sources are referenced within the text.

The notes-bibliography system uses endnotes or footnotes for detailed
citations and provides a comprehensive bibliography at the end. Conversely,



the author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations and a reference
list. Both systems require meticulous attention to detail in formatting,
punctuation, and the inclusion of all necessary bibliographic information.

Essential Best Practices for Chicago Style

Regardless of the system chosen, several best practices apply universally to
Chicago style citation:

Consistency is Key: Whichever system you use, apply it consistently
throughout your entire document. Inconsistent formatting can be distracting
and undermine your credibility.

Accuracy of Information: Ensure all bibliographic details—author names,
titles, publication dates, page numbers, URLs, and DOIs—are accurate and
complete.

Alphabetical Order: Both bibliographies and reference lists must be
alphabetized by the author's last name (or by title if no author is listed).
Punctuation Matters: Chicago style relies heavily on specific punctuation
(commas, periods, colons, semicolons) to differentiate elements of a
citation. Pay close attention to these details.

Use of Italics and Quotation Marks: Book titles, journal titles, and other
major works are italicized, while article titles and chapter titles are
enclosed in quotation marks.

Digital Source Information: For online sources, always include the full URL
and, if available, a DOI. An access date is also advisable for web pages that
may change.

Consult the Manual: For any citation question not covered here, always refer
to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for definitive guidance.

By diligently applying these principles and referring to specific chicago
style reference examples, you can ensure your citations are both accurate and
effective, contributing to the clarity and authority of your scholarly work.

FAQ: Chicago Style Reference Examples

Q: What is the main difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago
style?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for citations
and includes a bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses
parenthetical citations in the text (author's last name and year) and a
reference list at the end.



Q: When should I use the notes-bibliography system
versus the author-date system?

A: The notes-bibliography system is traditionally favored in the humanities
(literature, history, arts), allowing for more detailed explanatory notes.
The author-date system is more common in the sciences and social sciences due
to its conciseness for frequent citations. Your instructor or publisher will
often specify which system to use.

Q: How do I cite a book with three or more authors
in Chicago style?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, you list all authors' names in the first
footnote/endnote and bibliography entry. In subsequent notes, you can use the
first author's name followed by "et al." In the author-date system, you list
all authors in the reference list and use the first author's name followed by
"et al." in the in-text citation.

Q: What information should I include when citing a
website in Chicago style?

A: Essential information includes the author (if known), the title of the
specific page or article, the name of the overall website, the publication
date (if available), and the full URL. If no publication date is found,
include the access date.

Q: How do I cite an article that I found online and
has a DOI?

A: For articles with a DOI, you should include it in your citation. In the
notes-bibliography system, it typically appears at the end of the entry. In
the author-date system, it also goes at the end of the reference list entry.
The DOI provides a stable link to the article.

Q: What is the correct way to format a bibliography
entry for a journal article in Chicago style?

A: A typical bibliography entry for a journal article includes the author's
name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, the
volume and issue numbers, the year of publication, and the page range. If a
DOI is available, it should also be included.



Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location
when citing a book?

A: Yes, traditionally, the publisher's city of publication is included in
Chicago style book citations. If the publisher has offices in multiple
cities, use the first one listed. This detail helps readers locate specific
editions.

Q: How do I cite a chapter within an edited book?

A: You will cite the author of the chapter, the chapter title in quotation
marks, followed by "in," the title of the edited book in italics, the
editor(s)' names, and the publisher information, along with the page range of
the chapter.
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