chicago style quoting with ellipses

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive framework for
academic and professional writing, and mastering its intricacies,
particularly for Chicago style quoting with ellipses, is crucial for
producing polished and credible work. This article delves into the proper
application of ellipses in Chicago style, covering their fundamental purpose,
the specific rules for their use when omitting words within quotations, and
common pitfalls to avoid. Understanding how to accurately truncate text while
maintaining original meaning is a hallmark of meticulous scholarship, and
this guide will equip you with the knowledge to confidently integrate
ellipses into your citations. We will explore how ellipses function to
streamline text, the nuances of their punctuation when appearing at the end
of a sentence, and the importance of context in their usage, all within the
established guidelines of Chicago style.
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Understanding the Purpose of Ellipses in
Chicago Style

Ellipses, represented by three dots (...), serve a vital function in academic
writing when incorporating direct quotations. Their primary purpose is to
indicate that words have been intentionally omitted from the original source
material. This omission is not arbitrary; it is done to streamline the
quotation, focus on specific points, or integrate the quoted material
seamlessly into your own prose without altering the original meaning.
Effective use of ellipses demonstrates an author's ability to engage
critically with source material, extracting only the most relevant
information while maintaining fidelity to the author's intent.

In Chicago style, the judicious use of ellipses signals to the reader that
the provided text is a precise excerpt, and that some content preceding or
following the excerpt has been deliberately left out. This is distinct from
paraphrasing, where the original wording is not retained. Ellipses are a tool
for conciseness and clarity, allowing writers to present impactful segments
of text without the burden of including extraneous or less relevant details
from the original source. Mastery of this technique is therefore a key



component of effective scholarly communication.

Basic Rules for Using Ellipses in Chicago Style

The fundamental principle guiding the use of ellipses in Chicago style
quoting is clarity and accuracy. When you omit words from the beginning or
middle of a sentence, you use an ellipsis. If you omit material from the end
of a sentence, the rules become slightly more nuanced, involving punctuation.
It is crucial to ensure that the omission does not distort the original
meaning or context of the quoted passage. The ellipsis acts as a signpost,
indicating an interruption or deletion within the flow of the original text.

Chicago style generally favors placing a space before and after each period
in an ellipsis, creating four-dot spacing when the ellipsis follows a
sentence-ending period. However, many style guides, including the current
edition of The Chicago Manual of Style, have relaxed this rule, often
allowing for ellipses to be typed with only single spaces between the
periods, or even without spaces depending on the context and the specific
software used. The key is consistency within your document. Regardless of
spacing nuances, the number of dots remains three, unless a full sentence is
omitted, which might be indicated differently in some contexts.

Ellipses Between Sentences: Spacing and Punctuation

When an ellipsis occurs between sentences, meaning you've omitted one or more
entire sentences from the original text, Chicago style has specific
recommendations. Typically, you would indicate this omission with four dots.
The first three dots represent the ellipsis of the omitted text, and the
fourth dot is the terminal punctuation of the preceding sentence. In this
scenario, there is usually a space between the terminal punctuation and the
ellipsis.

For example, if you are quoting a paragraph and wish to omit the second
sentence entirely, you would present it as follows: "The first sentence of
the original text... The third sentence of the original text." Here, the
period after "text" (first instance) is followed by a space, and then the
three dots of the ellipsis. This clearly signifies the removal of an entire
sentence or more between the quoted parts. Consistency in this four-dot
representation is essential for readability and adherence to Chicago style
principles.

Ellipses Within Sentences: Integrating Omissions



When omitting words or phrases from within a single sentence, the ellipsis is
typically presented as three dots, often with spaces between them. This
indicates that a portion of the sentence has been removed, but the
grammatical structure and flow of the surrounding text remain intact. The
goal is to present a coherent and grammatically sound excerpt that fits
seamlessly into your own writing.

Consider the following example: Original text: "The quick brown fox jumps
over the lazy dog, which then runs away." Quoted with omission: "The quick
brown fox jumps over the lazy dog..." This shows the removal of "which then
runs away." The three dots signal the omission, and the sentence can continue
as is. It is imperative that the resulting sentence remains grammatically
correct and that the meaning of the original is not altered by the omission.

Ellipses at the End of a Quotation

Handling ellipses at the end of a quotation requires careful attention to
punctuation. If you omit material from the end of the final sentence you are
quoting, you typically include the original punctuation followed by an
ellipsis. The common practice in Chicago style is to place a period (or other
terminal punctuation like a question mark or exclamation point) before the
ellipsis if the omission occurs after the end of a complete sentence. This is
sometimes referred to as a four-dot ellipsis, where the first dot is the
period and the subsequent three dots form the ellipsis.

For instance, if the original sentence ends with a period and you are
omitting the last few words, you might present it as: "He spoke with great
conviction." ... This indicates that the sentence originally continued but
has been cut short. The period retains its function as sentence termination,
and the ellipsis signals the omitted words. Again, consistency in applying
this rule throughout your document is paramount for clarity and academic
integrity.

When to Use Ellipses and When Not To

Ellipses are a powerful tool for conciseness, but they are not to be used
indiscriminately. You should employ ellipses when you need to shorten a
quotation, remove irrelevant or distracting material, or when integrating a
quote into your sentence requires omitting words to maintain grammatical
correctness. The overarching principle is to preserve the original meaning
and integrity of the author's words.

Conversely, you should avoid using ellipses in the following situations:

e When the omission would significantly alter the meaning or intent of the



original statement.
e To "correct" or alter the original grammar or spelling of the source.

e When the omission would create a misleading or incomplete picture of the
author's argument.

e To omit words that would make your own sentence grammatically incorrect
if left out.

e When a simple paraphrase would be more appropriate and less cumbersome.

Common Mistakes with Chicago Style Ellipses

One of the most frequent errors involves the punctuation and spacing
surrounding ellipses. Incorrectly inserting ellipses without regard for
sentence structure can lead to ungrammatical or confusing quotations. For
example, using a single ellipsis where four dots are required to indicate
omitted sentences can obscure the extent of the omission.

Another common mistake is distorting the original meaning. Authors might omit
words that, while seemingly minor, fundamentally change the emphasis or
implication of the quoted passage. Always re-read the original source and
your truncated quotation side-by-side to ensure that the meaning remains
faithful. Furthermore, inconsistencies in applying the spacing rules (e.g.,
sometimes using spaces, sometimes not) can detract from the professional
appearance of your work.

Finally, relying too heavily on ellipses can signal a lack of understanding
of how to effectively integrate sources. While ellipses are useful, a well-
crafted paraphrase or a shorter, more direct quotation might often be a
better stylistic choice. The goal is always to enhance your argument, not to
simply string together fragments of text.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style
Quoting with Ellipses

Q: What is the primary purpose of using ellipses in
Chicago style quoting?

A: The primary purpose of using ellipses in Chicago style quoting is to
indicate that words, phrases, sentences, or even entire paragraphs have been



intentionally omitted from the original source material, allowing for
conciseness without altering the meaning.

Q: How do I punctuate an ellipsis at the end of a
quotation in Chicago style?

A: If you are omitting words from the end of a sentence and the omission
occurs after the sentence's terminal punctuation, you typically include the
terminal punctuation (e.g., a period) followed by the ellipsis. This often
results in a four-dot ellipsis.

Q: Should there be spaces around the dots of an
ellipsis in Chicago style?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style has evolved on this. While historically spaces
were often used between the dots, current practice often allows for ellipses
to be typed with single spaces between the dots or even without spaces, with
consistency within the document being the most important factor.

Q: What is the difference between omitting text at
the beginning versus in the middle of a sentence
with ellipses?

A: When omitting text at the beginning or in the middle of a sentence, you
generally use a three-dot ellipsis (with or without spaces between the dots,
depending on your chosen style for the document) to show the omission.

Q: When should I avoid using ellipses in my quotes?

A: You should avoid using ellipses if the omission would change the meaning
or intent of the original text, create a misleading impression, or if the
resulting quote is grammatically incorrect.

Q: Does Chicago style recommend using ellipses when
omitting an entire sentence?

A: Yes, when omitting one or more entire sentences between quoted material,
Chicago style typically recommends using four dots (a period followed by an
ellipsis) to clearly indicate the omission of full sentences.

Q: Can ellipses be used to correct grammatical



errors in a quotation?

A: No, ellipses are strictly for indicating omissions. They should not be
used to alter or "correct" the original grammar, spelling, or punctuation of
the source text.

Q: How many dots are in a standard ellipsis in
Chicago style?

A: A standard ellipsis consists of three dots. However, when omitting entire
sentences, the convention of a four-dot ellipsis (period + three dots) is
often used.
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