CHICAGO STYLE PREFACE FOR CONFERENCE PAPER

CHICAGO STYLE PREFACE FOR CONFERENCE PAPER IS A CRUCIAL ELEMENT THAT SETS THE STAGE FOR YOUR ACADEMIC WORK,
PROVIDING CONTEXT AND ACKNOWLEDGING CONTRIBUTIONS. [UNDERSTANDING ITS PURPOSE AND STRUCTURE ACCORDING TO THE
CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE (CMOS) IS VITAL FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND CLARITY. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DELVES
INTO THE NUANCES OF CRAFTING AN EFFECTIVE PREFACE, COVERING ITS ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS, TYPICAL CONTENT,
FORMATTING GUIDELINES, AND COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID. WE WILL EXPLORE HOW TO APPROPRIATELY THANK
COLLABORATORS, EXPRESS GRATITUDE FOR FUNDING, AND PROVIDE NECESSARY BACKGROUND INFORMATION TO ENHANCE READER
COMPREHENSION. MASTERING THE CHICAGO STYLE PREFACE ENSURES YOUR CONFERENCE PAPER ADHERES TO SCHOLARLY
CONVENTIONS AND PRESENTS YOUR RESEARCH IN A POLISHED, PROFESSIONAL MANNER.
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UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF A CHICAGO STYLE PREFACE

THE PREFACE IN ACADEMIC WRITING, PARTICULARLY WHEN ADHERING TO THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR A CONFERENCE
PAPER, SERVES AS A PRELIMINARY STATEMENT THAT INTRODUCES THE WORK AND ITS CREATION. [T IS DISTINCT FROM AN
ABSTRACT, WHICH SUMMARIZES THE CONTENT, AND AN INTRODUCTION, WHICH DELVES INTO THE BODY OF THE PAPER'S
ARGUMENT. THE PREFACE IS PRIMARILY ABOUT THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PAPER'S PRODUCTION, OFFERING READERS INSIGHTS
INTO THE INTELLECTUAL JOURNEY, COLLABORATIONS, AND SUPPORT SYSTEMS THAT MADE THE RESEARCH POSSIBLE.

[TS PURPOSE IS MULTIFACETED: TO EXPRESS GRATITUDE TO INDIVIDUALS AND INSTITUTIONS WHO AIDED THE RESEARCH, TO
EXPLAIN THE GENESIS OF THE IDEA OR PROJECT, AND TO CLARIFY ANY UNIQUE ASPECTS OF THE PAPER THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE
CONFUSE THE READER. FOR CONFERENCE PAPERS, WHERE BREVITY AND IMMEDIATE IMPACT ARE OFTEN PARAMOUNT, A WELL~
CRAFTED PREFACE CAN HELP CONTEXTUALIZE THE WORK EFFECTIVELY FOR AN AUDIENCE WHO MAY NOT BE INTIMATELY FAMILIAR
WITH ITS SPECIFIC BACKGROUND.

Key CoMPONENTS OF A CHICAGO STYLE PREFACE

A STANDARD PREFACE, AS OUTLINED BY THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, TYPICALLY INCLUDES SEVERAL CORE ELEMENTS.
THESE COMPONENTS WORK TOGETHER TO PROVIDE A HOLISTIC VIEW OF THE PAPER'S DEVELOPMENT AND THE AUTHOR'S
APPRECIATION FOR THE SUPPORT RECEIVED. WHILE THE EXACT ORDER MIGHT VARY SLIGHTLY, THESE ARE THE FUNDAMENTAL
BUILDING BLOCKS.

ExXPRESSING GRATITUDE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

THIS IS OFTEN THE MOST SUBSTANTIAL PART OF A PREFACE. |T INVOLVES ACKNOWLEDGING INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, OR
INSTITUTIONS THAT PROVIDED ASSISTANCE, ADVICE, OR RESOURCES DURING THE RESEARCH AND WRITING PROCESS. THIS CAN
RANGE FROM SUPERVISORS AND COLLEAGUES WHO OFFERED CRITICAL FEEDBACK TO LIBRARIANS WHO HELPED WITH RESEARCH
AND FUNDING BODIES THAT FINANCED THE PROJECT. SPECIFICITY IS KEY; INSTEAD OF A GENERIC “THANKS TO EVERYONE,” IT IS
BETTER TO MENTION SPECIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS, SUCH AS “| AM INDEBTED TO PROFESSOR JANE DOE FOR HER INVALUABLE
GUIDANCE ON STATISTICAL ANALYSIS” OR “FUNDING FROM THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION (GRANT NUMBER XX XXX XX)
MADE THIS FIELDWORK POSSIBLE.”



STATING THE GENESIS OF THE PAPER

ANOTHER IMPORTANT ASPECT IS EXPLAINING HOW THE PAPER CAME INTO BEING. THIS MIGHT INVOLVE OUTLINING THE INITIAL

IDEA OR RESEARCH QUESTION THAT SPARKED THE PROJECT, THE CONTEXT IN WHICH THE RESEARCH WAS CONDUCTED, OR THE
IMPETUS FOR PRESENTING THIS PARTICULAR WORK AT A CONFERENCE. THIS SECTION HELPS READERS UNDERSTAND THE “WHY”
BEHIND THE PAPER, PROVIDING A NARRATIVE ARC TO ITS CREATION.

CLARIFYING ScoPE or MeETHODOLOGY (IF NECESSARY)

IN sOoME CASES, THE AUTHOR MAY WISH TO CLARIFY CERTAIN ASPECTS OF THE PAPER'S SCOPE, LIMITATIONS, OR
METHODOLOGY THAT MIGHT NOT BE IMMEDIATELY APPARENT FROM THE ABSTRACT OR INTRODUCTION. THIS COULD INCLUDE
EXPLAINING WHY A PARTICULAR APPROACH WAS TAKEN, OR ACKNOWLEDGING SPECIFIC CONSTRAINTS THAT SHAPED THE
RESEARCH. THIS PREEMPTIVE CLARIFICATION CAN PREVENT MISINTERPRETATIONS AND ENHANCE THE READER'S ENGAGEMENT WITH
THE MATERIAL.

PersoNAL RerLECTIONS (OPTIONAL AND BRIEF)

W/HILE ACADEMIC WRITING GENERALLY FAVORS OBJECTIVITY, A PREFACE CAN OCCASIONALLY INCLUDE BRIEF, PROFESSIONAL
PERSONAL REFLECTIONS ON THE RESEARCH EXPERIENCE. THIS MIGHT INVOLVE DISCUSSING THE CHALLENGES FACED AND OVERCOME,
OR THE INTELLECTUAL SATISFACTION DERIVED FROM THE PROJECT. HO\X/EVER, THIS SHOULD REMAIN PROFESSIONAL AND CONCISE,
AVOIDING OVERLY INFORMAL OR EMOTIONAL LANGUAGE.

CoNTENT: WHAT To INCLUDE IN YOUR PREFACE

THE CONTENT OF A CHICAGO STYLE PREFACE FOR A CONFERENCE PAPER SHOULD BE TAILORED TO THE SPECIFIC RESEARCH AND
ITS CONTEXT. HO\X/EVER, CERTAIN TYPES OF INFORMATION ARE COMMONLY FOUND AND ARE GENERALLY EXPECTED BY ACADEMIC
AUDIENCES. FOCUSING ON CLARITY AND CONCISENESS WILL ENSURE THAT THE PREFACE ADDS VALUE WITHOUT BECOMING A
BURDEN TO THE READER.

ACKNOWLEDGING INTELLECTUAL CONTRIBUTIONS

THIS INVOLVES THANKING INDIVIDUALS WHO PROVIDED SIGNIFICANT INTELLECTUAL INPUT. THIS INCLUDES MENTORS, ADVISORS,
COLLEAGUES WHO PARTICIPATED IN DISCUSSIONS, OR EVEN PEERS WHO OFFERED CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM DURING DRAFTS. For
INSTANCE, YOU MIGHT WRITE, “MY SINCERE THANKS GO TO DR.JOHN SMITH/ WHOSE INSIGHTFUL CRITIQUES OF EARLY DRAFTS
PROFOUNDLY SHAPED THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK OF THIS PAPER.”

RecoGNIzING TECHNICAL AND PRACTICAL SUPPORT

BEYOND INTELLECTUAL CONTRIBUTIONS, MANY PROJECTS REQUIRE PRACTICAL OR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. THIS COULD INVOLVE
THANKING INDIVIDUALS WHO HELPED WITH DATA COLLECTION, PROVIDED ACCESS TO SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT, OFFERED
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT, OR ASSISTED WITH TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF THE PRESENTATION. EXAMPLES INCLUDE " THE
LOGISTICAL SUPPORT PROVIDED BY THE CONFERENCE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN THE SMOOTH EXECUTION
OF THIS RESEARCH PRESENTATION” OR “| AM GRATEFUL TO THE | T DEPARTMENT FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE WITH THE COMPLEX
DATA VISUALIZATION REQUIRED FOR THIS sTupy.”

DiscLoSING FUNDING SOURCES

[T IS CRUCIAL TO ACKNOWLEDGE ANY FINANCIAL SUPPORT RECEIVED FOR THE RESEARCH PRESENTED IN THE PAPER. THIS ENSURES
TRANSPARENCY AND ALLOWS READERS TO UNDERSTAND POTENTIAL INFLUENCES ON THE RESEARCH. FOR A CONFERENCE PAPER,
THIS MIGHT BE A GRANT FROM A UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT, A RESEARCH FOUNDATION, OR A CORPORATE SPONSOR. ALWAYS



INCLUDE THE FULL NAME OF THE FUNDING BODY AND, IF APPLICABLE, THE GRANT NUMBER. FOR EXAMPLE, “ THIS RESEARCH WAS
SUPPORTED BY THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES UNDER GRANT NUMBER FA-123456."

EXPLAINING THE PAPER’S ORIGINS

BRIEFLY EXPLAINING THE MOTIVATION OR ORIGIN OF THE PAPER CAN BE VERY HELPFUL. W/ AS IT INSPIRED BY A PREVIOUS STUDY?

IS IT A RESPONSE TO A PARTICULAR DEBATE IN THE FIELD? DID IT STEM FROM A SPECIFIC LECTURE OR EVENT? THIS CONTEXT

HELPS READERS SITUATE YOUR WORK WITHIN THE BROADER ACADEMIC LANDSCAPE. YOU MIGHT STATE, “THIS PAPER ORIGINATED

FROM A SERIES OF LECTURES ON EMERGENT TECHNOLOGIES, AIMING TO ADDRESS THE ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THEIR WIDESPREAD
"

ADOPTION.

SETTING THE CONTEXT FOR NON-SPECIALIST AUDIENCES

FOR CONFERENCE PAPERS, ESPECIALLY THOSE WITH BROAD THEMES, THE PREFACE CAN BE AN EXCELLENT PLACE TO PROVIDE BRIEF
CONTEXTUAL INFORMATION THAT MIGHT BE NECESSARY FOR READERS WHO ARE NOT SPECIALISTS IN YOUR NICHE. THIS IS NOT
ABOUT OVERSIMPLIFYING, BUT ABOUT PROVIDING ESSENTIAL BACKGROUND THAT ALLOWS FOR A FULLER APPRECIATION OF
YOUR ARGUMENTS. THIS COULD INVOLVE DEFINING A KEY TERM OR EXPLAINING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF A PARTICULAR HISTORICAL
EVENT REFERENCED.

FORMATTING YOUR CHICAGO STYLE PREFACE

ADHERING TO THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE'S FORMATTING GUIDELINES FOR A PREFACE ENSURES CONSISTENCY AND
PROFESSIONALISM. WHILE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS MIGHT VARY SLIGHTLY DEPENDING ON THE CONFERENCE OR PUBLISHER, THERE
ARE GENERAL PRINCIPLES TO FOLLOW.

PLACEMENT WITHIN THE PAPER

THE PREFACE TYPICALLY APPEARS AT THE VERY BEGINNING OF THE PAPER, AFTER THE TITLE PAGE AND BEFORE THE ABSTRACT,
TABLE OF CONTENTS, OR INTRODUCTION. THIS PLACEMENT SIGNALS ITS PRELIMINARY NATURE, SETTING THE STAGE BEFORE THE
MAIN BODY OF THE WORK BEGINS.

HeADING AND TITLE

THE PREFACE SHOULD BE CLEARLY MARKED WITH A HEADING. IN CHICAGO STYLE, THIS IS USUALLY SIMPLY THE \WORD
”PREFACE/” CENTERED AND WITHOUT QUOTATION MARKS OR ITALICS. IT IS NOT NUMBERED, AS IT PRECEDES THE MAIN BODY OF
THE PAPER WHICH IS TYPICALLY NUMBERED.

PARAGRAPHING AND INDENTATION

PARAGRAPHS WITHIN THE PREFACE FOLLOW STANDARD CHICAGO STYLE GUIDELINES: THEY ARE TYPICALLY INDENTED ON THE
FIRST LINE. BLANK LINES ARE GENERALLY NOT USED BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS UNLESS THE STYLE GUIDE FOR A SPECIFIC CONFERENCE
DICTATES OTHERWISE. THE TEXT SHOULD FLOW CONTINUOUSLY.

FONT AND SPACING

UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED BY THE CONFERENCE GUIDELINES, MAINTAIN THE SAME FONT AND LINE SPACING AS THE REST OF
YOUR PAPER. CHICAGO STYLE GENERALLY FAVORS A READABLE FONT LIKE TIMES NEW ROMAN OR ARIAL, WITH STANDARD
DOUBLE~SPACING FOR MOST ACADEMIC DOCUMENTS, THOUGH SINGLE-SPACING WITHIN PARAGRAPHS IS ALSO COMMON FOR



PREFACES.

CoMMoN MisTAkes To AvolD IN A CHICAGO STYLE PReFACE

EVEN WITH CAREFUL ATTENTION, WRITERS CAN SOMETIMES MAKE MISTAKES WHEN CRAFTING A PREFACE. BEING AWARE OF THESE
COMMON PITFALLS CAN HELP YOU AVOID THEM AND ENSURE YOUR PREFACE IS EFFECTIVE AND COMPLIANT WITH SCHOLARLY
STANDARDS.

OVER-RELIANCE ON GENERIC THANKS

V AGUE ACKNOWLEDGMENTS LIKE “THANKS TO MY FAMILY AND FRIENDS” WITHOUT ANY SPECIFICITY CAN FEEL PERFUNCTORY. IT
IS MORE IMPACTFUL TO MENTION PARTICULAR CONTRIBUTIONS OR TYPES OF SUPPORT. FOR INSTANCE, “| AM GRATEFUL TO MY
PARTNER, WHO PROVIDED UNW AVERING EMOTIONAL SUPPORT DURING THE ARDUOUS DATA ANALYSIS PHASE.”

INCLUDING Too MucH PERSONAL ANECDOTE

W/HILE A PREFACE CAN OFFER A TOUCH OF PERSONALITY, IT SHOULD REMAIN PROFESSIONAL. LENGTHY PERSONAL STORIES OR
OVERLY INFORMAL LANGUAGE CAN DETRACT FROM THE SCHOLARLY TONE OF THE CONFERENCE PAPER. T HE FOCUS SHOULD
REMAIN ON THE RESEARCH AND ITS CONTEXT.

CONFUSING THE PREFACE WITH THE ABSTRACT OR INTRODUCTION

THE PREFACE IS NOT A SUMMARY OF YOUR FINDINGS (ABSTRACT) OR A DETAILED OUTLINE OF YOUR ARGUMENT
(INTRODUCTION). |T FOCUSES ON THE BACKGROUND, SUPPORT, AND GENESIS OF THE W ORK. MIXING THESE FUNCTIONS CAN LEAD
TO A CONFUSING AND INEFFECTIVE PRELIMINARY SECTION.

FORGETTING ESSENTIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

OMITTING CRUCIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, SUCH AS SIGNIFICANT FUNDING SOURCES OR KEY INTELLECTUAL COLLABORATORS, IS A
SERIOUS OVERSIGHT. THIS CAN APPEAR AS A LACK OF TRANSPARENCY OR PROFESSIONALISM. ALWAYS DOUBLE-CHECK THAT
ALL NECESSARY PARTIES HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED.

ExcessiVE LENGTH

A PREFACE SHOULD BE CONCISE AND TO THE POINT. FOR A CONFERENCE PAPER, WHICH OFTEN HAS STRICT WORD LIMITS, AN
OVERLY LONG PREFACE CAN CONSUME VALUABLE SPACE AND DETRACT FROM THE CORE CONTENT. AIM FOR BREVITY AND IMPACT.

ExAMPLES OF PREFACE CONTENT

TO FURTHER ILLUSTRATE THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THESE GUIDELINES, CONSIDER THESE EXAMPLES OF HOW VARIOUS
TYPES OF CONTENT MIGHT BE PHRASED IN A CHICAGO STYLE PREFACE.

EXAMPLE OF ACKNOWLEDGING INTELLECTUAL SUPPORT

“| OWE A SIGNIFICANT INTELLECTUAL DEBT TO PROFESSOR ELEANOR V ANCE, WHOSE INSIGHTFUL GUIDANCE ON QUALITATIVE
RESEARCH METHODS WAS INVALUABLE THROUGHOUT THIS PROJECT. HER CRITIQUES OF MY INITIAL RESEARCH DESIGN HELPED ME



REFINE MY FOCUS CONSIDERABLY. | ALSO WISH TO THANK MY RESEARCH ASSISTANT, MARK CHEN, FOR HIS DILIGENT
TRANSCRIPTION AND PRELIMINARY DATA ANALYSIS.”

ExAMPLE oF DISCLOSING FUNDING

“THIS RESEARCH WAS MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH A GENEROUS GRANT FROM THE SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH
CounciL oF CANADA (GRANT XXXXXX). WE ARE ALSO GRATEFUL FOR THE INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT PROVIDED BY THE
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO’S DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY, WHICH FACILITATED ACCESS TO ESSENTIAL RESOURCES.”

ExAMPLE OF EXPLAINING GENESIS

“THE IMPETUS FOR THIS PAPER AROSE FROM A GROWING CONCERN OVER THE DIGITAL DIVIDE IN DEVELOPING NATIONS, A TOPIC |
FIRST EXPLORED DURING A RESEARCH SEMINAR IN 2022. THIS CONFERENCE PRESENTATION REPRESENTS A CULMINATION OF THAT
INITIAL EXPLORATION, OFFERING A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF RECENT POLICY INTERVENTIONS.”

\WHEN A PRerAaCE IS NOT REQUIRED

W/HILE A PREFACE IS A VALUABLE COMPONENT FOR MANY ACADEMIC WORKS, IT IS NOT ALWAYS MANDATORY, ESPECIALLY FOR
CERTAIN TYPES OF CONFERENCE PAPERS. UNDERSTANDING WHEN IT IS APPROPRIATE TO OMIT A PREFACE CAN SAVE TIME AND
MAINTAIN THE FOCUS OF YOUR SUBMISSION.

VERY SHORT OR TECHNICAL PAPERS

FOR EXTREMELY BRIEF TECHNICAL NOTES OR PAPERS THAT ARE HIGHLY SPECIALIZED AND ASSUME A DEEP FAMILIARITY WITH THE
SUBJECT MATTER FROM THE AUDIENCE, A PREFACE MIGHT BE CONSIDERED REDUNDANT. THE ABSTRACT AND INTRODUCTION MAY
SUFFICE TO SET THE NECESSARY CONTEXT.

PAPERS WITHIN A LARGER EDITED VOLUME

IF YOUR CONFERENCE PAPER IS INTENDED AS A CHAPTER WITHIN A LARGER EDITED VOLUME THAT ALREADY HAS A COMPREHENSIVE
PREFACE OR INTRODUCTION, ADDING ANOTHER PREFACE TO YOUR INDIVIDUAL PAPER MIGHT BE UNNECESSARY AND COULD LEAD
TO REPETITION.

SpeCIFIC CONFERENCE GUIDELINES

THE MOST DEFINITIVE FACTOR IS THE GUIDELINES PROVIDED BY THE CONFERENCE ITSELF. MANY CONFERENCES WILL EXPLICITLY
STATE WHETHER A PREFACE IS REQUIRED, OPTIONAL, OR NOT PERMITTED. ALWAYS CONSULT THE SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS
CAREFULLY.

W/HEN ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION IS IN THE INTRODUCTION

IF YOUR INTRODUCTION EFFECTIVELY COVERS ALL THE ESSENTIAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION, ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, AND THE
GENESIS OF THE PAPER IN A CONCISE MANNER, A SEPARATE PREFACE MIGHT NOT ADD SIGNIFICANT VALUE AND COULD BE OMITTED.



THE RoLE oF THE PRerACE IN CONFERENCE PAPER SUBMISSION

THE PREFACE PLAYS A SUBTLE YET IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE OVERALL IMPRESSION OF A CONFERENCE PAPER. |T IS ONE OF THE
FIRST PIECES OF INFORMATION AN ATTENDEE OR REVIEWER WILL ENGAGE WITH AFTER THE TITLE AND ABSTRACT. A WELL-
EXECUTED PREFACE DEMONSTRATES ATTENTION TO DETAIL, ACADEMIC ETIQUETTE, AND A THOROUGH APPROACH TO RESEARCH.

IT SIGNALS TO THE READER THAT THE AUTHOR VALUES TRANSPARENCY AND SCHOLARLY COMMUNITY BY ACKNOWLEDGING
THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE WORK. FURTHERMORE, BY PROVIDING CONTEXT AND EXPLAINING THE PAPER'S ORIGINS, IT CAN
ENHANCE THE READER’S UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION OF THE RESEARCH PRESENTED, ULTIMATELY CONTRIBUTING TO A
MORE IMPACTFUL PRESENTATION OR PUBLICATION.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A PREFACE IN A CHICAGO STYLE CONFERENCE
PAPER?

A: THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A PREFACE IN A CHICAGO STYLE CONFERENCE PAPER IS TO PROVIDE CONTEXT FOR THE WORK,
EXPRESS GRATITUDE TO THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTED TO ITS CREATION, AND EXPLAIN THE GENESIS OF THE RESEARCH,
DISTINGUISHING IT FROM THE PAPER'S ABSTRACT AND INTRODUCTION.

QZ SHOULD | USE A PREFACE IF THE CONFERENCE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES DO NOT
EXPLICITLY MENTION IT?

A: WHILE NOT ALWAYS MANDATORY, IT IS GENERALLY ADVISABLE TO INCLUDE A PREFACE IF IT ADDS VALUE BY
ACKNOWLEDGING SUPPORT OR PROVIDING NECESSARY CONTEXT, UNLESS THE CONFERENCE GUIDELINES EXPLICITLY PROHIBIT IT.
ALWAYS REFER TO THE SPECIFIC SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS.

QI How DETAILED SHOULD MY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS BE IN A CHICAGO STYLE PREFACE?

A: ACKNOWLEDGMENTS SHOULD BE SPECIFIC ENOUGH TO BE MEANINGFUL. INSTEAD OF GENERAL THANKS, MENTION INDIVIDUALS BY
NAME AND BRIEFLY DESCRIBE THEIR SPECIFIC CONTRIBUTION, WHETHER INTELLECTUAL, TECHNICAL, OR PRACTICAL.

Q: CAN | INCLUDE PERSONAL ANECDOTES IN MY CHICAGO STYLE PREFACE?

A: BRIEF, PROFESSIONAL PERSONAL REFLECTIONS MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE, BUT EXTENSIVE PERSONAL ANECDOTES SHOULD BE
AVOIDED. THE PREFACE SHOULD MAINTAIN A FORMAL AND ACADEMIC TONE APPROPRIATE FOR A CONFERENCE PAPER.

Q: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A PREFACE AND AN INTRODUCTION IN CHICAGO
STYLE?

A: A PREFACE TYPICALLY COVERS THE BACKGROUND, GENESIS, AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS OF THE PAPER, FOCUSING ON THE
CIRCUMSTANCES OF ITS CREATION. AN INTRODUCTION, ON THE OTHER HAND, DELVES INTO THE PAPER'S CONTENT, OUTLINING
THE RESEARCH QUESTION, THESIS, METHODOLOGY, AND STRUCTURE OF THE ARGUMENT.

Q: SHOULD | INCLUDE FUNDING INFORMATION IN MY PREFACE?

A: YES/ IT IS CRUCIAL TO DISCLOSE ALL SOURCES OF FUNDING FOR THE RESEARCH IN YOUR PREFACE. THIS ENSURES
TRANSPARENCY AND ACADEMIC INTEGRITY. INCLUDE THE NAME OF THE FUNDING BODY AND ANY RELEVANT GRANT NUMBERS.



Q: WHAT FONT AND SPACING CONVENTIONS SHOULD | FOLLOW FOR A CHICAGO STYLE
PREFACE?

A: GENERALLY, FOLLOW THE SAME FONT AND SPACING CONVENTIONS AS THE REST OF YOUR CONFERENCE PAPER, UNLESS THE
CONFERENCE GUIDELINES SPECIFY OTHERWISE. STANDARD READABLE FONTS AND CONSISTENT LINE SPACING ARE RECOMMENDED.

Q: IS IT ACCEPTABLE TO THANK MY FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN THE PREFACE?

A: YOoU CAN THANK FAMILY AND FRIENDS, BUT IT IS MORE IMPACTFUL TO BRIEFLY STATE THE NATURE OF THEIR SUPPORT IF IT
WAS SIGNIFICANT AND RELEVANT TO THE RESEARCH PROCESS. |HE ACKNOWLEDGMENT SHOULD REMAIN PROFESSIONAL AND
CONCISE.

Q: WHEN IS A PREFACE NOT NECESSARY FOR A CONFERENCE PAPER?

A: A PREFACE MAY NOT BE NECESSARY FOR VERY SHORT, HIGHLY TECHNICAL PAPERS, OR IF THE CONFERENCE GUIDELINES
EXPLICITLY STATE IT IS NOT REQUIRED OR IS OPTIONAL. |IT CAN ALSO BE OMITTED IF THE INTRODUCTION EFFECTIVELY COVERS
ALL ESSENTIAL PRELIMINARY INFORMATION.
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