chicago style political science in-text
citations

The Chicago style political science in-text citations can be a source of both clarity and
confusion for students and scholars alike. This comprehensive guide aims to demystify the
process, providing detailed instructions and practical examples for correctly integrating
sources within your political science research. We will explore the two primary citation
systems employed by Chicago style: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date
system, emphasizing their application specifically within the field of political science.
Understanding these nuances is crucial for academic integrity and for presenting your
arguments with the credibility they deserve, ensuring your work adheres to the rigorous
standards expected in political science scholarship.
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Understanding Chicago Style in Political Science

Chicago style, officially known as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMQS), offers a flexible
approach to academic writing, particularly in the humanities and social sciences, including
political science. Its adaptability is most evident in its two distinct citation systems: the
Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For political science, choosing the
appropriate system often depends on the specific journal, publisher, or instructor's
preference. Both systems are designed to provide readers with precise information about
the sources used, allowing them to easily locate and verify the origin of ideas and data
presented in a work. A firm grasp of chicago style political science in-text citations is
therefore fundamental to producing high-quality, scholarly work.

The core principle behind any citation style, including Chicago, is to give credit where credit
is due and to allow readers to trace the lineage of your research. In political science, where



arguments are often built upon extensive theoretical frameworks and empirical evidence,
accurate citation is paramount. Whether you are referencing a foundational political theory
text, a contemporary policy analysis, or a statistical report, the method of attribution must
be clear and consistent. This guide will dissect the intricacies of chicago style political
science in-text citations, ensuring you can confidently apply them to a wide range of
political science materials.

The Notes-Bibliography System in Political
Science

The Notes-Bibliography system is a cornerstone of many academic disciplines, and its
application in political science is common, particularly in historical and theoretical works.
This system relies on superscript numbers within the text, which correspond to either
footnotes at the bottom of the page or endnotes at the end of the document. Each note
provides detailed bibliographic information for the source cited.

When to Use the Notes-Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system is often favored in political science when authors need to
incorporate extensive explanatory notes or tangential information that might disrupt the
flow of the main text. It is also prevalent in fields that have a strong historical component or
when engaging with complex theoretical debates where a nuanced presentation of sources
is beneficial. Many political science journals and academic presses that focus on in-depth
analysis and historical context prefer this method for its ability to accommodate rich
commentary alongside citations.

How to Create Notes for In-Text Citations

When you refer to a source in your text, you will insert a superscript number immediately
after the relevant sentence, clause, or phrase, typically before punctuation. This number
then corresponds to a numbered note in the footnotes or endnotes. The first time a source
is cited, the note will contain full bibliographic details. Subsequent citations of the same
source can be shortened to include the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page
number.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

The choice between footnotes and endnotes within the Notes-Bibliography system is largely
a matter of preference and convention. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where
the citation is made, offering immediate reference for the reader without requiring them to
navigate to the end of the document. Endnotes, conversely, are compiled at the end of the
chapter or the entire work. For political science papers, especially those submitted to
specific journals or institutions, the required format for notes should always be clarified.



Examples of Notes for Political Science Sources
Let's consider some examples of how you might cite political science materials using the
Notes-Bibliography system.

¢ First reference to a book:

The concept of the "iron triangle" significantly influences our understanding of
legislative lobbying.*

' Theodore J. Lowi, The End of Liberalism: Ideology, Policy, and the Crisis of Public
Authority, 2nd ed. (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1979), 125.

* First reference to a journal article:

The debate over electoral systems continues to shape democratic outcomes
worldwide.?

? Arend Lijphart, "Constitutional Choices for Democratic Stability: What Indian Lessons
Can Teach About Appropriate Constitutions for Developing Countries," The Journal of
Commonwealth & Comparative Politics 55, no. 1 (January 2017): 78.

e Subsequent reference to the same source:

Lowi further elaborates on the challenges of policy implementation.’

* Lowi, End of Liberalism, 130.

The Author-Date System in Political Science

The Author-Date system, another component of Chicago style, offers a more concise
approach to in-text citations. This method places the author's last name and the year of
publication directly within the text, often followed by a page number if a specific passage is
being referenced. A corresponding bibliography, listing all cited sources alphabetically by
author, appears at the end of the work.

When to Use the Author-Date System

The Author-Date system is widely adopted in the social sciences, and it has become
increasingly popular in political science, particularly for empirical research and disciplines
that frequently cite contemporary studies and data. This system is often preferred by
journals and publishers that value brevity and a clear, chronological flow of research. It is
particularly useful when dealing with a large number of sources or when the emphasis is on



the most recent research in a field.

Formatting Author-Date In-Text Citations

In the Author-Date system, an in-text citation typically appears in parentheses. It includes
the author's last name, the year of publication, and, when necessary, the page number. For
example, if you are referencing a concept from a book by John Smith published in 2020, the
citation might look like this: (Smith 2020). If you are quoting directly or referring to a
specific page, you would include the page number: (Smith 2020, 45).

Examples of Author-Date Citations for Political Science

Here are some illustrative examples of chicago style political science in-text citations using
the Author-Date system.

e Citing a book:
Theories of democratic transition offer varied explanations for political change.*
' (Huntington 1991, 233)
e Citing a journal article:
Research on political polarization highlights growing ideological divides.’
> (McCarty, Poole, and Rosenthal 2006, 5)
e Citing a work with multiple authors:
The impact of social media on political participation is a subject of ongoing study.’
’ (Bennett and Segerberg 2012, 760)
» Citing a source within a source (if direct access is impossible):

One scholar argues that international organizations play a crucial role in global
governance.’

* (Falk, quoted in Peterson 2010, 88)



Common Challenges and Solutions for Chicago
Style Citations in Political Science

Navigating the complexities of chicago style political science in-text citations can present
unique challenges, especially when dealing with diverse source materials. Understanding
how to accurately represent these sources is crucial for maintaining academic integrity and
the credibility of your research. Fortunately, the Chicago Manual of Style provides clear
guidelines for most scenarios.

Citing Different Types of Sources

Political science research often draws from a wide array of materials, including books,
journal articles, government reports, dissertations, conference papers, and even online
resources. Each type of source requires specific formatting for both in-text citations and
bibliography entries. For instance, citing a government report might involve including the
issuing agency as the author, while citing an online article requires specific attention to
URLs and access dates.

Handling Multiple Authors

When a work has more than one author, the citation format changes depending on the
number of authors. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note lists all authors, but
subsequent notes typically use "et al." for three or more authors. In the Author-Date
system, for two or three authors, all names are listed in the in-text citation. For four or more
authors, only the first author's last name followed by "et al." is used in the in-text citation,
though the bibliography entry should list all authors.

Citing Works with No Author or Date

Occasionally, you may encounter sources that lack an identifiable author or publication
date. In such cases, Chicago style provides specific instructions. If there is no author, you
can use the title of the work in place of the author's name in the citation. If a publication
date is missing, you can use "n.d." (no date) in place of the year. For the Notes-Bibliography
system, you would use the full title or "n.d." in the note, and for Author-Date, you would use
the title or "n.d." in the parenthetical citation.

Locating Page Numbers

Accurate page numbers are vital for directing your readers to the precise location of the
information you are citing. When quoting directly, paraphrasing a specific idea, or using a
particular statistic, always include the relevant page number(s) in your in-text citation. If
you are referencing an entire work or a general concept, page numbers may not be
necessary, but it is always best to consult your specific style guide or instructor's
preferences.



Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency in Your
Citations

Maintaining accuracy and consistency in your chicago style political science in-text citations
is not merely a matter of following rules; it is fundamental to the integrity of your academic
work. Inconsistent or inaccurate citations can lead to accusations of plagiarism, undermine

the credibility of your research, and frustrate your readers. Therefore, meticulous attention

to detail is required throughout the writing process.

It is highly recommended to use citation management software, which can automate much
of the formatting process and help maintain consistency. However, even with such tools, a
thorough understanding of the Chicago style is essential for verifying the output and
making any necessary adjustments. Regularly reviewing your citations against a reliable
edition of the Chicago Manual of Style or trusted online resources can prevent errors before
they become embedded in your manuscript. Furthermore, creating a final checklist for your
citations, ensuring every source is accounted for in both the text and the bibliography or
endnotes, can catch overlooked issues.

The act of citing sources in political science research involves more than just adding
numbers or parentheses; it’s about building a transparent and verifiable foundation for your
arguments. By diligently applying the principles of chicago style political science in-text
citations, you contribute to the scholarly conversation in a responsible and ethical manner,
demonstrating respect for the work of others and enhancing the overall quality of your own
contributions to the field.

As you refine your understanding of Chicago style, remember that clarity and reader
comprehension are the ultimate goals. Whether employing the detailed notes of the Notes-
Bibliography system or the succinctness of the Author-Date system, the aim is to provide
your audience with a clear roadmap to the sources that underpin your analysis. This
dedication to precise attribution distinguishes rigorous scholarship and fosters trust
between the author and the reader in the complex world of political science.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style
for political science?

A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented and the accompanying
reference list. The Notes-Bibliography system uses superscript numbers in the text linked to
footnotes or endnotes containing full citation details, with a bibliography at the end. The
Author-Date system uses brief parenthetical citations (Author Year, Page) within the text,
and a full bibliography is provided at the end, alphabetized by author's last name.



Q: Which Chicago style system is more commonly used
in political science journals?

A: While both systems are used, the Author-Date system has become increasingly prevalent
in many contemporary political science journals, especially those focusing on empirical
research. However, some journals, particularly those with historical or theoretical leanings,
still prefer the Notes-Bibliography system. It is crucial to always check the specific
submission guidelines of the journal or publisher.

Q: How do | cite a book in Chicago style political science
in-text citations using the Notes-Bibliography system?

A: For the first mention of a book, you would use a superscript number in your text followed
by a footnote or endnote that includes the author's full name, the book title (italicized),
publication information (city: publisher, year), and the specific page number(s). Subsequent
mentions of the same source can be abbreviated to the author's last name, a shortened
title, and the page number.

Q: What is the correct way to format an in-text citation
for a journal article in Chicago style's Author-Date
system in political science?

A: In the Author-Date system, a journal article citation in the text would typically appear as
(AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber). For example, (Smith 2021, 45). If you are referencing
the work generally without a specific page, it would be (Smith 2021). The bibliography at
the end would contain the full citation details.

Q: How should | cite a source with three or more
authors in Chicago style political science?

A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note should list all authors. Subsequent
notes can use "et al." after the first author's name. For the Author-Date system, the in-text
citation will list all authors' last names separated by "and" if there are two or three authors.
If there are four or more authors, you list only the first author's last name followed by "et
al." (e.g., Smith et al. 2020).

Q: What is the proper procedure for citing a
government report in Chicago style for political
science?

A: Government reports are often treated as if authored by the agency or department that
issued them. In the Notes-Bibliography system, the agency name would appear as the
author in the note. In the Author-Date system, the agency name would be used as the
author in the parenthetical citation and in the bibliography. For example, (United States,
Department of State 2022) or a note referencing the agency and publication year.



Q: Can | use "ibid." for consecutive citations in Chicago
style for political science?

A: Yes, the Latin abbreviation "ibid." (meaning "in the same place") can be used in the
Notes-Bibliography system when a citation immediately follows another citation of the
same source. If the page number is different, you would note "ibid., [new page number].
However, the use of "ibid." is becoming less common in favor of shortened citations for
clarity, and some style guides discourage its use.

Q: What should I do if a source I'm citing in political
science has no publication date?

A: If a source lacks a publication date, you should use the abbreviation "n.d." (no date) in
place of the year. In the Notes-Bibliography system, this would appear in the note (e.qg.,
AuthorLastName, Title, n.d., PageNumber). In the Author-Date system, it would be in the
parenthetical citation (e.g., AuthorLastName n.d., PageNumber).
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