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Mastering Chicago Style Political
Science Citations

chicago style political science citations are an essential component of
academic integrity and scholarly communication within the discipline. For
students and researchers in political science, understanding and correctly
implementing this citation style is not merely a matter of following rules,
but of ensuring the credibility and clarity of their work. This comprehensive
guide will demystify the nuances of Chicago style for political science,
covering everything from in-text citations and footnotes/endnotes to the
bibliography. We will explore the fundamental principles, address common
source types, and provide practical advice for achieving accuracy and
consistency, thereby enhancing the overall quality and impact of your
research papers, theses, and dissertations.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive
style guide that dictates formatting, grammar, and citation practices.
Developed by the University of Chicago Press, it is renowned for its
flexibility and thoroughness, making it a preferred choice for many academic
disciplines, including political science. Unlike some other styles that might
be more rigid, Chicago offers two distinct citation systems, catering to the
diverse needs of scholarly writing. This adaptability is crucial for
political science research, which often involves a broad spectrum of source
materials and analytical approaches.

The manual itself is updated periodically to reflect evolving academic
standards and technological advancements. For those engaging in political
science scholarship, familiarity with the latest edition of CMOS is
paramount. It provides detailed guidance on a vast array of topics, from
punctuation and manuscript preparation to the specific formatting of
citations for various types of sources. Adhering to CMOS ensures that your
research is presented in a clear, consistent, and professional manner,
allowing your arguments and analyses to take center stage without
distraction.

The Two Chicago Citation Systems: Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-
Bibliography (NB) system and the Author-Date (AD) system. Both systems aim to
provide readers with the necessary information to locate original sources,
but they differ in their implementation and are suited to different scholarly
contexts. Political science, with its blend of qualitative and quantitative
research, can benefit from the flexibility offered by both.

The Notes-Bibliography (NB) System

The Notes-Bibliography system is prevalent in the humanities and is often
favored in political science for its ability to incorporate extensive
commentary and explanation directly within the text through footnotes or
endnotes. In this system, brief notes appear in the text, keyed to
superscript numbers. These notes are then collected either as footnotes at
the bottom of the page or as endnotes at the end of the document. A
comprehensive bibliography, listing all cited sources alphabetically, follows
the notes. This method allows authors to provide detailed source information
and supplementary discussions without disrupting the flow of the main text.



The Author-Date (AD) System

The Author-Date system, more commonly used in the social sciences, including
some subfields of political science, relies on brief parenthetical citations
within the text. These citations typically include the author's last name,
the year of publication, and often a page number (e.g., (Smith 2020, 45)).
This system is accompanied by a reference list (or bibliography) at the end
of the work that includes all sources cited, arranged alphabetically by
author. The AD system is particularly useful for quantitative research or
when a rapid overview of sources is desired, as it places source attribution
directly adjacent to the information being cited.

Crafting Accurate Chicago Style In-Text
Citations for Political Science

Accurate in-text citations are the cornerstone of scholarly attribution,
preventing plagiarism and guiding readers to the source material. In
political science, where arguments are often built upon existing literature
and empirical data, precise in-text referencing is non-negotiable. Whether
employing the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, the goal remains the
same: to acknowledge the work of others and provide them with the means to
verify your claims.

In-Text Citations in the Notes-Bibliography System

In the NB system, in-text citations consist of a superscript Arabic numeral
placed after the quotation or paraphrase, immediately before the closing
punctuation of the sentence. This numeral corresponds to a specific note
(footnote or endnote) that contains the full citation details. For example:
"The debate over federalism continues to shape domestic policy (1)." The
first mention of a source in a note typically includes the full citation,
while subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened.

In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System

The Author-Date system requires parenthetical citations directly within the
text. The most common format includes the author's last name and the year of
publication. If quoting directly, a page number is essential. For example:
(Smith 2020, 15) for a direct quote or (Jones 2018) for a paraphrase or
general reference. When the author's name is mentioned in the text, it can be



omitted from the parentheses: "As Smith argues, the electoral system has a
profound impact (2020, 15)." If citing multiple works by the same author in
the same year, CMOS suggests using lowercase letters to distinguish them
(e.g., 2020a, 2020b).

Mastering Chicago Style Footnotes and Endnotes
in Political Science

Footnotes and endnotes, primarily used with the Notes-Bibliography system,
serve a dual purpose in political science scholarship: they provide the
detailed bibliographic information for sources and can also accommodate
supplementary commentary or digressions that might interrupt the main text's
flow. Mastering their construction is key to effectively utilizing the NB
system.

The Anatomy of a Footnote/Endnote

The first time a particular source is cited in a note, the citation should be
comprehensive, including the author's name (first name first), title of the
work, publication details (city, publisher, year), and the specific page
number(s). For subsequent citations of the same work, a shortened form is
used, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the
page number. For example, a first note might look like: 1. Robert D. Putnam,
Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community (New York:
Simon & Schuster, 2000), 28. A subsequent note for the same source would be:
5. Putnam, Bowling Alone, 45.

Using Notes for Commentary

Beyond source citation, notes offer a valuable space in political science
papers to elaborate on a point, provide additional evidence, define a term,
or offer a tangential but relevant discussion without derailing the main
argument. For instance, a note could be used to briefly discuss an
alternative theoretical perspective or provide historical context for a
concept mentioned in the text. This feature makes the NB system particularly
attractive for in-depth theoretical or historical analyses common in
political science.

Building a Comprehensive Chicago Style



Bibliography for Political Science

A well-constructed bibliography is an indispensable part of any Chicago-style
paper, regardless of whether the NB or AD system is used. It serves as a
complete inventory of all the sources you have consulted and cited, allowing
readers to easily locate and verify your research. In political science, a
bibliography can range from a few entries for a short research paper to an
extensive list for a doctoral dissertation.

Structure and Formatting of the Bibliography

The bibliography is typically alphabetized by the author's last name. Each
entry adheres to specific formatting rules that vary slightly depending on
the type of source (book, journal article, website, etc.). For books, the
format usually includes the author's full name, the full title of the book
(italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of
publication. For journal articles, it includes the author, article title,
journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, and the year of
publication, often with a range of page numbers.

Essential Elements for Each Entry

Consistency is paramount when compiling a bibliography. Ensure that each
entry includes all the necessary components for clear identification and
retrieval. For example, a typical book entry might appear as: Smith, John.
Theories of International Relations. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2021. A journal article entry could be: Davies, Sarah. "Voting Behavior in
Local Elections." Journal of Political Studies 35, no. 2 (2019): 112-130.
Careful attention to these details ensures the bibliography is not only
accurate but also professionally presented.

Citing Specific Political Science Sources Using
Chicago Style

Political science research draws from a diverse array of sources, and Chicago
style provides specific guidelines for citing each. Understanding how to
correctly format these different types of materials is crucial for
maintaining consistency and accuracy in your citations.



Books

Citing books is fundamental. For the NB system, a full note for a book would
include the author’s name (first and last), the full title (italicized),
publication city, publisher, and year. For the AD system, the bibliography
entry would have the author’s last name first, followed by the first name,
the title (italicized), publication city, publisher, and year.

Example in a bibliography (NB or AD):
Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a staple in political science. When citing an article,
you need to provide the author, the article title (in quotation marks), the
journal title (italicized), the volume and issue number, the year, and the
page range.

Example in a bibliography (NB or AD):
Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Year): Page range.

Government Documents and Reports

Government documents, such as congressional reports, legislation, and policy
papers, require specific citation formats. These often include the issuing
agency, the title of the document, and the publication date. In the NB
system, you might also include report numbers or specific congressional
session details.

Example of a report in a bibliography (NB or AD):
Issuing Agency. Title of Report. Report Number (if applicable). City of
Publication: Publisher, Year.

Websites and Online Sources

With the rise of digital scholarship, citing online sources accurately is
more important than ever. For websites, include the author (if known), the
title of the specific page or document, the name of the website (italicized),
the publication or last updated date, and the URL. It is also recommended to
include an access date.

Example of a web page in a bibliography (NB or AD):



Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Web Page." Name of Website. Last
Modified or Copyright Date. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Common Challenges and Best Practices for
Political Science Chicago Citations

Navigating Chicago style can present certain challenges, particularly for
students and researchers new to academic writing or the style guide itself.
However, by understanding common pitfalls and adopting consistent best
practices, these challenges can be effectively managed.

Consistency is Key

The most frequent error is inconsistency. This can manifest in variations in
punctuation, capitalization, or the inclusion of optional elements like
access dates for online sources. Maintaining a single, uniform approach
throughout the entire document is crucial for a professional presentation.

Handling Multiple Authors and Editors

Citing works with multiple authors or editors requires attention to detail.
For up to three authors, all names are typically listed in the bibliography.
For four or more, only the first author is listed, followed by "et al." in
the text citation (Author-Date system) or the first author's name in the note
(Notes-Bibliography system) when used in shortened form, though the full list
might still be in the bibliography. Editors are treated similarly but are
designated as editors.

Dealing with Anonymous or Corporate Authors

When a work lacks a clear individual author, it is often attributed to a
corporate author (e.g., an organization, government agency, or institution).
In such cases, the organization's name functions as the author in both in-
text citations and the bibliography. If no author, individual or corporate,
can be identified, the work is alphabetized by its title.

Utilizing Citation Management Software

Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can be invaluable for managing



references and generating bibliographies in Chicago style. While these tools
require initial setup and learning, they can significantly reduce the risk of
errors and save considerable time, especially for large projects. However, it
is essential to always review the generated citations for accuracy.

Advanced Chicago Style Citation Scenarios in
Political Science

Beyond the standard source types, political science research often involves
more complex citation scenarios that demand a deeper understanding of Chicago
style. These can include citing primary source materials, legal documents, or
works with specific publication histories.

Citing Legal and Government Documents

Political science frequently engages with legal frameworks and governmental
outputs. Citing legislation, court cases, or official reports requires
adherence to specific legal citation conventions that may be integrated
within Chicago style. For instance, citing the U.S. Constitution or a Supreme
Court decision follows distinct rules, often referring to specific articles,
sections, or case reporters. Official government reports, as mentioned
earlier, need careful attribution to the issuing body and specific
publication details.

Referencing Primary Sources

When political scientists delve into historical analysis or archival
research, citing primary sources becomes critical. This could involve
correspondence, diaries, government archives, or interviews. The format for
these citations will vary depending on the nature of the source and where it
is housed. For unpublished manuscripts or archival materials, you will need
to provide sufficient information for the reader to locate the material,
including the archive's name, collection title, and box or folder number.

Handling Subsequent Editions and Translations

When using a work that has been translated or is a subsequent edition, it is
important to provide this information. In the NB system, a translation might
be noted in the first footnote. For subsequent editions, the edition number
should be included in the citation. In the bibliography, this information is
also incorporated to ensure clarity about the specific version of the source



being referenced. For example, a note might read: 7. Karl Marx, Das Kapital,
trans. Samuel Moore and Edward Aveling, ed. Friedrich Engels (New York:
Modern Library, 1906), 78.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago
style for political science?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text.
The Notes-Bibliography system uses superscript numbers keyed to footnotes or
endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses brief parenthetical citations
(Author Year, Page) directly in the text.

Q: Which Chicago style system is more common in
political science research?

A: Both systems are used in political science, but the Author-Date system is
generally more prevalent, especially in quantitative and empirical research,
while the Notes-Bibliography system is often preferred for more qualitative,
historical, or theoretical studies.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers in in-text
citations for paraphrased material in Chicago style?

A: For the Author-Date system, page numbers are not strictly required for
paraphrased material, but they are highly recommended, especially if you are
summarizing a specific argument or section of text. For the Notes-
Bibliography system, page numbers are always included in the notes when
referencing specific information.

Q: How do I cite a book with more than three authors
in Chicago style for my bibliography?

A: For a bibliography entry, list the first author's name followed by "et
al." if there are more than three authors. However, the CMOS manual has
specific guidelines, and some departments may prefer listing all authors up
to a certain number (e.g., ten). It's always best to consult the latest
edition of CMOS or your instructor's guidelines.



Q: When should I use endnotes versus footnotes in
Chicago style for political science?

A: The choice between endnotes and footnotes is largely a matter of
preference and the publisher's requirements. Footnotes appear at the bottom
of the page where the citation occurs, while endnotes are compiled at the end
of the document. Both are acceptable in Chicago style.

Q: How do I cite a government document that has no
specific author but a clear issuing agency?

A: When a government document has no individual author, the issuing agency 1is
treated as the author. For example, if the U.S. Department of State published
a report, the citation would begin with "U.S. Department of State."

Q: Is there a specific rule for citing online news
articles in Chicago style for political science
research?

A: Yes, for online news articles, you should include the author's name (if
available), the title of the article in quotation marks, the name of the
newspaper or news source (italicized), the publication date, and the URL.
Including an access date is also recommended.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in a
Chicago style political science paper?

A: The bibliography serves as a complete list of all sources cited in the
paper, allowing readers to find and verify the information you have
presented. It is essential for academic integrity and enabling further
research.
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