
chicago style plagiarism examples

Understanding Chicago Style Plagiarism Examples: A
Comprehensive Guide

chicago style plagiarism examples are crucial to understand for any academic, researcher, or writer
engaging with this widely respected citation method. Proper attribution is not just a matter of academic
integrity; it is a cornerstone of scholarly communication, ensuring that original ideas and words are credited
to their creators. This guide delves into the nuances of Chicago style plagiarism, providing clear examples
and explanations to help you avoid common pitfalls. We will explore the various forms plagiarism can take,
from direct copying to improper paraphrasing, and how the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) addresses
these issues through its meticulous citation practices. Understanding these examples will empower you to
maintain ethical standards and produce work that is both original and accurately sourced, safeguarding your
academic and professional reputation.
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What Constitutes Plagiarism in Chicago Style?

Plagiarism, in essence, is presenting someone else's work or ideas as your own, whether intentionally or



unintentionally. Within the framework of the Chicago Manual of Style, plagiarism is a serious academic and
ethical offense that undermines the credibility of your research and writing. CMOS emphasizes the
importance of acknowledging all sources, including borrowed text, paraphrased ideas, and even visual
materials. Failure to do so, even if accidental, can lead to severe consequences.

The Chicago Manual of Style, particularly in its latest editions, provides extensive guidance on ethical
scholarship and proper citation. It mandates that authors must meticulously track their sources and ensure
that every piece of information that is not common knowledge or original thought is attributed. This
includes direct quotes, paraphrased passages, summaries, and even the conceptual framework of another’s
work. Understanding the specific forms plagiarism can take is the first step toward avoiding them.

Direct Plagiarism: The Most Obvious Violation

Direct plagiarism, often referred to as verbatim plagiarism, is the most straightforward form of academic
dishonesty. It occurs when a writer copies text from a source word-for-word without using quotation
marks and without providing a citation. This is a clear violation of academic integrity and copyright law.
Even if the intention is not to deceive, the act itself is considered plagiarism. The Chicago Manual of Style
clearly outlines the necessity of quotation marks for any borrowed text, no matter how short, and the
immediate requirement for a footnote or endnote.

For instance, if you were writing about the architectural history of Chicago and found a compelling
sentence in a book by a noted architectural historian, simply copying that sentence into your paper without
quotation marks and a citation would be direct plagiarism. The omission of the quotation marks is the
critical error, signaling to the reader that the words are your own when they are not. The inclusion of a
citation without quotation marks, while better than no citation at all, still constitutes direct plagiarism
according to Chicago style guidelines, as it misrepresents the original author's exact wording.

Illustrative Example of Direct Plagiarism

Consider the following passage from a hypothetical source:

Original Source: "The soaring skyscrapers of Chicago's Loop, particularly those erected during the post-
World War II economic boom, fundamentally reshaped the city's skyline and commercial identity."

An example of direct plagiarism using this source would be:

Plagiarized Text: The soaring skyscrapers of Chicago's Loop, particularly those erected during the post-
World War II economic boom, fundamentally reshaped the city's skyline and commercial identity.



This example is plagiarized because the text is copied verbatim and lacks quotation marks. Even if a
footnote were appended later, the absence of quotation marks during the initial inclusion of the text is the
primary offense. The Chicago style dictates that such material must be enclosed in quotation marks and
then properly cited with a footnote or endnote number immediately following the quoted text.

Mosaic Plagiarism: Blending Original and Borrowed Text

Mosaic plagiarism, also known as patchwriting, is a more insidious form of plagiarism where a writer takes
text from a source and alters it slightly—perhaps by changing a few words, rearranging the sentence
structure, or substituting synonyms—while still retaining the original author's phrasing and overall
structure. The borrowed material is woven into the writer's own text in a way that makes it difficult to
distinguish between original and plagiarized content. In Chicago style, this is treated with the same
seriousness as direct plagiarism because the writer is still presenting someone else's intellectual property as
their own, albeit with minor modifications.

The key characteristic of mosaic plagiarism is the failure to attribute the source of the underlying ideas and
phrasing. Even if quotation marks are used sporadically or not at all, the integration of these altered passages
without clear acknowledgment constitutes a violation. The Chicago Manual of Style requires that any
material that is not entirely your own work, even if it has been slightly rephrased, must be attributed to its
original source through a citation. The goal is to signal to the reader that the specific wording and structure,
even if modified, originated elsewhere.

Illustrative Example of Mosaic Plagiarism

Using the same hypothetical source:

Original Source: "The soaring skyscrapers of Chicago's Loop, particularly those erected during the post-
World War II economic boom, fundamentally reshaped the city's skyline and commercial identity."

An example of mosaic plagiarism would be:

Plagiarized Text: Chicago's downtown skyline and business identity were significantly altered by the tall
buildings in the Loop, especially those built after World War II.

In this instance, the writer has changed a few words ("soaring" to "tall," "fundamentally reshaped" to
"significantly altered," "commercial" to "business") and reordered some elements. However, the core
sentence structure and the specific ideas are directly lifted from the original. Without a citation, this would
be considered mosaic plagiarism because the writer has not sufficiently transformed the original text and
has failed to credit the source of the phrasing and core concepts. A correct approach in Chicago style would



involve either direct quotation with quotation marks and citation, or thorough paraphrasing with a citation.

Paraphrasing Plagiarism: When Ideas Are Taken Without Proper
Credit

Paraphrasing plagiarism occurs when a writer accurately restates the ideas or information from a source in
their own words but fails to cite the original source. While the wording might be entirely original, the
underlying concepts, arguments, or data are not. In academic contexts, all ideas that are not your own
original thought or common knowledge must be attributed. The Chicago Manual of Style insists on clear
and consistent citation practices to avoid this form of plagiarism, as it respects the intellectual ownership of
ideas.

The challenge with paraphrasing plagiarism is that it can be harder to detect than direct or mosaic
plagiarism. A writer might believe that by rephrasing something, they have made it their own. However,
the spirit of academic honesty requires that the origin of the idea, even when expressed in new words, be
acknowledged. This is crucial for giving credit where credit is due and allowing readers to trace the
development of ideas. Chicago style guides emphasize that even a significant rephrasing of another's
argument or data needs a corresponding citation.

Illustrative Example of Paraphrasing Plagiarism

Consider this hypothetical source:

Original Source: "The economic policies implemented in Chicago during the early 20th century were
instrumental in its rise as a major industrial hub, attracting a diverse workforce and fostering significant
capital investment."

An example of paraphrasing plagiarism would be:

Plagiarized Text: Chicago became a significant industrial center due to the economic strategies put in place
at the beginning of the 1900s, which drew in many different types of workers and encouraged substantial
financial backing.

This passage successfully rephrases the original content in new words. However, without a footnote or
endnote pointing to the source of this information, it constitutes paraphrasing plagiarism. The idea that
early 20th-century economic policies led to Chicago's industrial growth and attracted labor and investment
is the original author's contribution. In Chicago style, the writer must cite the source of this information,
even if the wording is their own. A properly paraphrased passage in Chicago style would look like this:



Properly Paraphrased Text: Chicago became a significant industrial center due to the economic strategies
put in place at the beginning of the 1900s, which drew in many different types of workers and encouraged
substantial financial backing.1

1 [Full bibliographic information for the source would appear here in a footnote or endnote.]

Self-Plagiarism: A Misunderstood Concept

Self-plagiarism is a concept that often causes confusion. It refers to the act of reusing one's own previously
published work or ideas without acknowledging the original source. While there are no copyright laws
being violated when you reuse your own work, self-plagiarism is considered an ethical breach in academic
and professional contexts. This is because it can mislead readers into believing that the work is entirely
new and original, potentially inflating one's publication record or presenting existing research as fresh
analysis.

The Chicago Manual of Style, while primarily focused on external sources, implicitly advocates for
transparency. In academic publishing, it is expected that authors will disclose if they are incorporating
substantial portions of their prior work into a new publication. This is often done through a brief
acknowledgment in the introduction or a specific note. The intent is to be honest about the origin of the
material and to avoid presenting repurposed content as novel research. For example, if a researcher has
published a paper on a specific aspect of Chicago history and later incorporates a significant portion of that
paper into a book chapter, they should acknowledge the prior publication.

When Self-Citation Becomes Necessary

There are specific instances where referencing your own prior work is not only acceptable but necessary:

When a significant portion of the text, arguments, or data from a previous publication is being
incorporated into a new work.

When a previous piece of work forms the foundation for the new research or analysis.

When citing previous data or findings that are being reanalyzed or expanded upon in the current
work.

Failing to acknowledge these instances can be seen as misrepresenting the originality of the current piece.
The Chicago style approach, emphasizing clear attribution, extends to this principle of intellectual honesty



regarding one's own scholarly output. Proper self-citation ensures that the academic conversation accurately
reflects the progression and evolution of research.

Accidental Plagiarism: The Importance of Diligence

Accidental plagiarism is a common pitfall for writers, especially those new to academic writing or complex
citation styles like Chicago. It arises from carelessness, poor note-taking, misunderstanding of citation
requirements, or simply haste. Examples include forgetting to put quotation marks around a direct quote,
misattributing a paraphrase, or losing track of which ideas came from which source during the research
process. The consequences of accidental plagiarism can be just as severe as intentional plagiarism,
underscoring the need for meticulous attention to detail.

The Chicago Manual of Style, through its detailed guidelines, aims to prevent such accidents by providing a
clear framework for managing sources. Effective note-taking, using citation management software, and
careful reviewing of drafts are essential strategies. When researching a topic like Chicago's architectural
evolution, it's easy to accumulate a large volume of notes. Without a systematic method for recording
sources and distinguishing between your own thoughts and those of others, the line can blur, leading to
unintentional errors in attribution.

Common Scenarios Leading to Accidental Plagiarism

Several scenarios frequently contribute to accidental plagiarism:

Poor Note-Taking Habits: Failing to clearly mark direct quotes, paraphrases, and personal annotations1.
in research notes.

Over-Reliance on a Single Source: Structuring an entire paper around the ideas and phrasing of one2.
source without sufficient independent thought or external validation.

Last-Minute Writing: Rushing to complete a paper without adequate time for proper source3.
integration and citation.

Misunderstanding of Paraphrasing Rules: Believing that changing a few words is sufficient to avoid4.
attribution.

Forgetting Source Details: Failing to record full bibliographic information for sources at the time of5.
research, making later citation difficult or impossible.



To mitigate these risks, writers should adopt a disciplined approach to research and writing, consistently
referencing Chicago style guidelines and prioritizing accuracy in all attributions. A thorough review of the
final manuscript specifically for citation errors is a crucial step in preventing accidental plagiarism.

Avoiding Chicago Style Plagiarism: Best Practices

Avoiding plagiarism in Chicago style requires a proactive and systematic approach to research, writing, and
citation. The foundation of ethical scholarship lies in respecting intellectual property and giving credit
where it is due. By implementing best practices, writers can ensure their work is both original and
accurately sourced, upholding the standards of the Chicago Manual of Style.

The first and most critical step is thorough and organized note-taking. As you research, meticulously record
every piece of information you might use, along with its source. This includes direct quotes, paraphrases,
summaries, and even the conceptual framework of an idea. For each source, ensure you have all the
necessary bibliographic information, such as author, title, publication date, page numbers, and publisher.
This will make creating citations much easier later on.

Key Strategies for Preventing Plagiarism

Understand What Needs Citation: Always cite information that is not common knowledge or your
own original thought. This includes facts, statistics, opinions, theories, and specific data.

Master Quotation Marks: Any text taken verbatim from a source, no matter how brief, must be
enclosed in quotation marks and immediately followed by a citation.

Paraphrase Carefully and Cite: When restating ideas in your own words, ensure you have
significantly transformed the original phrasing and sentence structure. Crucially, you must still cite
the source of the idea.

Use Citation Management Software: Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can help you organize
your sources, store bibliographic information, and generate citations and bibliographies in Chicago
style, reducing manual errors.

Develop a Robust Outline: Before writing, create a detailed outline that maps out your arguments
and the sources you will use to support them. This helps ensure you are integrating sources
thoughtfully rather than haphazardly.

Attribute Images and Media: Remember that visual materials, such as photographs, charts, and



graphs, also require proper attribution if they are not your own creation.

Review and Proofread Meticulously: Before submitting your work, conduct a thorough review
specifically for citation accuracy. Check that all quotes are correctly marked, all paraphrases are cited,
and all citations in the text correspond to entries in your bibliography or notes.

By consistently applying these practices, writers can confidently navigate the complexities of Chicago style
citation and significantly reduce the risk of plagiarism, thereby maintaining the integrity of their work.

Key Takeaways for Chicago Style Citation and Plagiarism

Navigating Chicago style plagiarism requires a keen understanding of what constitutes an offense and a
commitment to diligent citation practices. The Chicago Manual of Style, renowned for its detailed approach,
provides a framework for ensuring academic honesty. Direct plagiarism, mosaic plagiarism, and
paraphrasing plagiarism all carry significant weight as violations because they misrepresent the origin of
intellectual property. Even accidental plagiarism, often stemming from poor note-taking or rushed work,
can have serious repercussions.

The core principle across all forms of plagiarism is the failure to properly attribute borrowed material.
Whether it's verbatim text, slightly altered phrasing, or the underlying ideas themselves, a citation is
always necessary. Best practices, such as meticulous note-taking, careful paraphrasing, and diligent review,
are paramount in preventing these errors. By embracing transparency and accuracy in every aspect of
your writing, you uphold the standards of scholarly communication and safeguard your academic and
professional reputation, demonstrating a thorough understanding of Chicago style plagiarism examples and
how to avoid them.

FAQ

Q: What is the most common type of plagiarism encountered in Chicago
style papers?
A: While direct plagiarism is the most obvious, paraphrasing plagiarism is often considered the most
common type encountered. This occurs when writers restate ideas from a source in their own words but
fail to provide a citation, believing the rephrasing is sufficient to claim originality of the thought.



Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style handle block quotations
differently in terms of plagiarism?
A: In Chicago style, block quotations (typically longer than four or five lines of prose) are set off from the
main text without quotation marks but still require a citation. While they are not enclosed in quotation
marks, they are still direct borrowings and must be meticulously attributed to avoid plagiarism.

Q: Can using an idea from a website without citing it be considered
plagiarism in Chicago style?
A: Absolutely. Whether the source is a print publication, an online article, a blog post, or any other digital
content, any idea, fact, or direct quotation that is not your own original thought or common knowledge
must be cited according to Chicago style guidelines to prevent plagiarism.

Q: What are the consequences of plagiarism when using Chicago style?
A: The consequences of plagiarism, regardless of the citation style used, can range from failing a course or
assignment to expulsion from an academic institution. In professional settings, it can lead to damage to
reputation, job loss, and legal repercussions for copyright infringement.

Q: Is it plagiarism if I use my own words but the structure of a sentence
is too similar to the original source in Chicago style?
A: Yes, if the sentence structure is too similar, it can be considered mosaic plagiarism, even if you've
changed a few words. Chicago style emphasizes transforming both the wording and the structure
significantly when paraphrasing. If the structure remains substantially the same, it should be quoted
directly with quotation marks and cited.

Q: How can I ensure my paraphrases are original enough to avoid
plagiarism according to Chicago style?
A: To ensure originality, try to understand the source's idea completely before attempting to rephrase it.
Then, put the source aside and write your paraphrase without looking at it. Compare your paraphrase to
the original to ensure you have significantly altered both the wording and sentence structure and that you
have captured the original meaning accurately. Always follow this with a citation.



Q: Does Chicago style require citing common knowledge?
A: No, Chicago style, like most citation styles, does not require citing common knowledge. Common
knowledge includes facts that are widely known and can be found in numerous easily accessible sources,
such as "Chicago is the capital of Illinois" (which is incorrect; it's Springfield) or "The Mississippi River flows
through North America." However, if you are unsure whether something is common knowledge, it is
always safer to cite it.
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