CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR PROPER
CITATION

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, 17TH EDITION, IS A WIDELY ADOPTED CITATION STYLE IN ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL
WRITING, PARTICULARLY IN THE HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES. UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCES OF THE CHICAGO STYLE
PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR PROPER CITATION IS CRUCIAL FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND FOR CLEARLY ATTRIBUTING THE
WORK OF OTHERS. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL DELVE INTO THE CORE PRINCIPLES, COMMON SCENARIOS, AND BEST
PRACTICES FOR IMPLEMENTING IN-TEXT CITATIONS ACCORDING TO CHICAGO STYLE, ENSURING YOUR WORK IS BOTH CREDIBLE
AND COMPLIANT. WE WILL EXPLORE THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, ITS COMPONENTS, AND WHEN TO EMPLOY IT, ALONGSIDE
OTHER CRITICAL ASPECTS OF EFFECTIVE ACADEMIC REFERENCING.
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UNDERSTANDING CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OFFERS TWO PRIMARY CITATION SYSTEMS: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM AND THE
AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. THIS ARTICLE FOCUSES EXCLUSIVELY ON THE LATTER, THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, WHICH IS
CHARACTERIZED BY ITS IN-TEXT PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS. THESE CITATIONS PROVIDE A CONCISE REFERENCE WITHIN THE BODY
OF YOUR TEXT, DIRECTING READERS TO A CORRESPONDING ENTRY IN YOUR REFERENCE LIST AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT.
PROPER APPLICATION OF THIS SYSTEM IS FUNDAMENTAL TO AVOIDING PLAGIARISM AND DEMONSTRATING SCHOLARLY RIGOR.

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS FAVORED IN DISCIPLINES WHERE RESEARCH IS FREQUENTLY UPDATED OR WHERE DIRECT
ENGAGEMENT WITH SOURCES IS PARAMOUNT, SUCH AS MANY SOCIAL SCIENCES. [TS EFFICIENCY LIES IN ITS DIRECTNESS,
ALLOWING READERS TO QUICKLY LOCATE THE SOURCE OF INFORMATION WITHOUT NEEDING TO SEARCH THROUGH FOOTNOTES
OR ENDNOTES FOR EVERY PIECE OF BORROWED MATERIAL. MASTERING THE CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR
PROPER CITATION MEANS UNDERSTANDING ITS CONSTRUCTION AND PURPOSE.

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM EXPLAINED

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM RELIES ON BRIEF CITATIONS PLACED DIRECTLY WITHIN THE TEXT, TYPICALLY ENCLOSED IN
PARENTHESES. THESE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS CONSIST OF THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. FOR
EXAMPLE, A CITATION MIGHT APPEAR AS (SMITH 2023) THIS FORMAT IS DESIGNED TO BE UNOBTRUSIVE YET INFORMATIVE,
PROVIDING IMMEDIATE CONTEXT FOR THE INFORMATION PRESENTED.

THE CORE PRINCIPLE BEHIND THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS TO ALLOW READERS TO QUICKLY IDENTIFY THE SOURCE OF A CLAIM
OR IDEA. THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT IN FIELDS WHERE THE CURRENCY OF INFORMATION IS CRITICAL,
HELPING READERS GAUGE THE RELEVANCE AND POTENTIAL RECENCY OF THE RESEARCH OR ARGUMENT BEING REFERENCED. THE
AUTHOR'S NAME ANCHORS THE CITATION TO A SPECIFIC INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE WORK.



W HeN To Use CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS

CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS ARE EMPLOYED WHENEVER YOU ARE REFERENCING, QUOTING, PARAPHRASING, OR
SUMMARIZING INFORMATION OR IDEAS THAT ORIGINATE FROM ANOTHER SOURCE. THIS INCLUDES DIRECT QUOTATIONS,
PARAPHRASED IDEAS, SUMMARIES OF ARGUMENTS, STATISTICS, AND EVEN DATA VISUALIZATIONS. THE GOAL IS TO GIVE CREDIT
\WHERE CREDIT IS DUE AND TO ALLOW READERS TO VERIFY YOUR CLAIMS BY CONSULTING THE ORIGINAL MATERIAL.

THE DECISION TO USE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS IS NOT MERELY STYLISTIC, IT IS AN ETHICAL AND ACADEMIC IMPERATIVE.
FAILING TO CITE SOURCES PROPERLY CAN LEAD TO ACCUSATIONS OF PLAGIARISM, WHICH CARRIES SEVERE CONSEQUENCES IN
ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL SETTINGS. THEREFORE, A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF WHEN AND HOW TO USE CHICAGO STYLE
PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR PROPER CITATION IS ESSENTIAL FOR ANY WRITER ENGAGING WITH EXISTING SCHOLARSHIP.

ANATOMY OF A CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION

A STANDARD CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF
PUBLICATION. [F THE AUTHOR'S NAME IS ALREADY MENTIONED IN THE SENTENCE, YOU MAY ONLY NEED TO INCLUDE THE YEAR IN
PARENTHESES. FOR INSTANCE, IF YOU WRITE, “ACCORDING TO SMITH (2023), THE PHENOMENON IS WIDESPREAD,” THE
PARENTHETICAL CITATION IS INTEGRATED INTO THE SENTENCE STRUCTURE.

\W/HEN PAGE NUMBERS ARE NECESSARY FOR PINPOINTING SPECIFIC INFORMATION, PARTICULARLY FOR DIRECT QUOTATIONS, THEY
ARE ALSO INCLUDED. THE FORMAT FOR INCLUDING PAGE NUMBERS IS USUALLY A COMMA FOLLOWED BY THE PAGE NUMBER OR
RANGE. FOR EXAMPLE: (SMITH 2023, 45). THIS LEVEL OF DETAIL ENSURES THAT READERS CAN LOCATE THE PRECISE PASSAGE
BEING REFERENCED, ESPECIALLY IN LENGTHY OR COMPLEX WORKS.

EsseNTIAL COMPONENTS OF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS

o AUTHOR'S LAST NAME: IDENTIFIES THE CREATOR OF THE WORK.
¢ YEAR OF PUBLICATION: INDICATES WHEN THE WORK WAS PUBLISHED, CRUCIAL FOR ASSESSING CURRENCY.

® PaGE NUMBER(S) (IF APPLICABLE)Z PINPOINTS THE EXACT LOCATION OF THE CITED MATERIAL.

CoMMonN CITATION SCENARIOS

DIFFERENT TYPES OF SOURCES AND DIFFERENT WAYS OF INTEGRATING THEM INTO YOUR TEXT REQUIRE SLIGHT VARIATIONS IN
PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS. UNDERSTANDING THESE COMMON SCENARIOS WILL HELP YOU APPLY THE CHICAGO STYLE
PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR PROPER CITATION ACCURATELY AND EFFICIENTLY.

QUOTING DIRECTLY

\W/HEN YOU USE THE EXACT WORDS FROM A SOURCE, YOU MUST ENCLOSE THEM IN QUOTATION MARKS AND INCLUDE THE
AUTHOR, YEAR, AND THE SPECIFIC PAGE NUMBER(S) WHERE THE QUOTE CAN BE FOUND. FOR EXAMPLE: “ THE IMPLICATIONS OF
THIS RESEARCH ARE FAR-REACHING” (Jones 2022, 112).



PARAPHRASING OR SUMMARIZING

EVEN WHEN YOU REPHRASE AN IDEA IN YOUR OWN WORDS, YOU STILL NEED TO CITE THE ORIGINAL SOURCE. FOR PARAPHRASES
AND SUMMARIES, THE PAGE NUMBER IS OFTEN OPTIONAL BUT RECOMMENDED IF YOU ARE REFERRING TO A SPECIFIC SECTION OR
IDEA WITHIN A LARGER WORK. EXAMPLE: THE STUDY REVEALED SIGNIFICANT SHIFTS IN CONSUMER BEHAVIOR (CHEn 2021).

MuULTIPLE AUTHORS

FOR WORKS WITH TWO AUTHORS, INCLUDE BOTH LAST NAMES CONNECTED BY “AND”: (MILLER AND DAvIs 2020). For WORKS
1

WITH THREE OR MORE AUTHORS, LIST THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE YEAR: (GARCIA ET AL.

2019).

No AuUTHOR oR CORPORATE AUTHOR

IF A WORK HAS NO INDIVIDUAL AUTHOR, USE THE TITLE OF THE WORK (OR A SHORTENED VERSION) IN PLACE OF THE AUTHOR'S
NAME, FOLLOWED BY THE YEAR. IF THE TITLE IS LONG, CHICAGO RECOMMENDS USING A SHORTENED VERSION. FOR CORPORATE
AUTHORS, USE THE NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION: (\WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 202 1).

SuBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF THE SAME SOURCE

ONCE A SOURCE HAS BEEN FULLY CITED WITH ALL NECESSARY DETAILS (AUTHOR, YEAR, PAGE)/ SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF THE
SAME SOURCE WITHIN THE SAME PARAGRAPH OFTEN ONLY REQUIRE THE AUTHOR AND PAGE NUMBER, OR JUST THE PAGE NUMBER IF
THE AUTHOR AND YEAR ARE EVIDENT FROM CONTEXT. HO\)VEVER, CHICAGO GENERALLY RECOMMENDS REPEATING THE AUTHOR
AND YEAR FOR CLARITY, ESPECIALLY IF THERE ARE OTHER SOURCES CITED IN BET\WEEN.

V ARIATIONS AND SpPeciAL CASES

W/HILE THE BASIC AUTHOR-DATE FORMAT IS STRAIGHTFORWARD, CERTAIN SITUATIONS REQUIRE ADJUSTMENTS. FAMILIARITY
WITH THESE VARIATIONS ENSURES YOU CAN HANDLE COMPLEX CITATION NEEDS WHEN EMPLOYING CHICAGO STYLE
PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR PROPER CITATION.

¥/ orks wITH No DATE

IF A WORK LACKS A PUBLICATION DATE, USE “N.D.” IN PLACE OF THE YEAR: (PATEL N.D.).

ELECTRONIC SOURCES

FOR ONLINE ARTICLES OR WEB PAGES WITHOUT PAGE NUMBERS, YOU MAY OMIT THEM. |F THERE ARE PARAGRAPH NUMBERS, YOU
CAN INCLUDE THEM PRECEDED BY “PAR.” (E.G., LEE 2024, PAR. 7). IF NO SUCH NUMBERING IS AVAILABLE, THE AUTHOR AND
YEAR ARE USUALLY SUFFICIENT.

SECONDARY SOURCES

W/HEN YOU CITE A WORK THAT IS MENTIONED WITHIN ANOTHER WORK, AND YOU HAVE NOT CONSULTED THE ORIGINAL, YOU
SHOULD CITE BOTH. THE FORMAT IS TYPICALLY (ORIGINAL AUTHOR, CITED IN SECONDARY AUTHOR YEAR, PAGE). FOR
EXAMPLE: (JoHNSON 1999, ciTeD IN Baker 2020, 34).



CITING INSTITUTIONS OR ORGANIZATIONS

W/HEN AN ORGANIZATION OR INSTITUTION IS THE AUTHOR, USE ITS FULL NAME IN THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION, FOLLOWED BY
THE YEAR. For EXAMPLE: (NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 2023).

INTEGRATING CITATIONS SMOOTHLY

EFFECTIVE INTEGRATION OF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS ENHANCES THE FLOW AND READABILITY OF YOUR TEXT. AVOID SIMPLY
DROPPING CITATIONS IN WITHOUT CONTEXT. INTRODUCE THE SOURCE OR AUTHOR BEFORE THE CITATION WHENEVER POSSIBLE.

FOR EXAMPLE, INSTEAD OF WRITING “THE DATA SHOWS A TREND (SMITH 2023, 56),” CONSIDER THIS: " ACCORDING TO
SMITH's 2023 STUDY, THE DATA REVEALS A CLEAR TREND (56).” THIS APPROACH NOT ONLY CREDITS THE SOURCE BUT ALSO
STRENGTHENS YOUR NARRATIVE BY ATTRIBUTING THE INFORMATION DIRECTLY TO THE RESEARCHER.

SIMILARLY, WHEN USING BLOCK QUOTES (QUOTATIONS LONGER THAN FOUR TYPED LINES)I INTRODUCE THE QUOTE WITH A
COLON OR A FULL SENTENCE AND FORMAT IT AS A DISTINCT BLOCK OF TEXT, INDENTED FROM THE LEFT MARGIN. THE
PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOLLOWS THE FINAL PUNCTUATION OF THE BLOCK QUOTE.

THE IMPORTANCE OF CONSISTENCY

ONE OF THE MOST CRITICAL ASPECTS OF ANY CITATION STYLE, INCLUDING CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR
PROPER CITATION, IS CONSISTENCY. ONCE YOU CHOOSE A METHOD FOR HANDLING A PARTICULAR TYPE OF SOURCE OR
SITUATION, ADHERE TO IT THROUGHOUT YOUR ENTIRE DOCUMENT. INCONSISTENCIES CAN CONFUSE READERS AND DETRACT FROM
THE PROFESSIONALISM OF YOUR WORK.

ALWAYS REFER TO THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OR CONSULT YOUR INSTRUCTOR'S GUIDELINES
FOR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS. A CONSISTENT AND ACCURATE CITATION PRACTICE IS A HALLMARK OF SCHOLARLY INTEGRITY AND
CONTRIBUTES SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE CREDIBILITY OF YOUR RESEARCH AND WRITING.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS ON CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR
ProPer CITATION

QI \WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHICAGO'S NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY
SYSTEM AND ITS AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM?

A: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM USES NUMBERED FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES FOR CITATIONS AND A BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE
END. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM USES PARENTHETICAL IN-TEXT CITATIONS REFERRING TO A REFERENCE LIST AT THE END.

Q: WHEN SHOULD | INCLUDE PAGE NUMBERS IN MY CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL
CITATIONS?

A: PAGE NUMBERS ARE MANDATORY FOR DIRECT QUOTATIONS AND HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FOR PARAPHRASES OR SUMMARIES
\WHEN REFERRING TO A SPECIFIC POINT OR PASSAGE WITHIN A SOURCE.



Q: How Do | CITE A WORK WITH NO PUBLICATION DATE IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: IF A SOURCE LACKS A PUBLICATION DATE, USE “N.D.” (FOR NO DATE) IN PLACE OF THE YEAR IN YOUR PARENTHETICAL
CITATION, SUCH AS (BROWN N.D.).

Q: WHAT IS THE CORRECT WAY TO CITE A WORK BY THREE OR MORE AUTHORS IN THE
CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM?

A: FOR WORKS WITH THREE OR MORE AUTHORS, YOU CITE THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE
YEAR OF PUBLICATION, FOR EXAMPLE, (W/ILLIAMS ET AL. 2018).

Q: CAN | ABBREVIATE AUTHOR NAMES IN CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS?

A: NO, CHICAGO STYLE REQUIRES THE FULL LAST NAME OF THE AUTHOR TO BE USED IN PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS.

Q: How Do | CITE AN ARTICLE FROM AN ONLINE JOURNAL WITH CONTINUOUS
PAGINATION IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: FOR ONLINE JOURNALS WITH CONTINUOUS PAGINATION, YOU TYPICALLY CITE THE AUTHOR AND YEAR, AND IF NECESSARY,
THE PAGE NUMBER WHERE THE ARTICLE BEGINS, AS IT FUNCTIONS LIKE A PRINT JOURNAL.

Q: WHAT sHouLD | Do IF | CITE THE SAME SOURCE MULTIPLE TIMES IN A SHORT SPAN?

A: CHICAGO STYLE GENERALLY ADVISES REPEATING THE AUTHOR AND YEAR FOR CLARITY, ESPECIALLY IF OTHER SOURCES ARE
CITED IN BETWEEN. HO\X/EVER, IF YOU ARE CITING MULTIPLE POINTS FROM THE SAME PAGE IN IMMEDIATE SUCCESSION, REPEATING
THE PAGE NUMBER MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE, BUT CONSISTENCY IS KEY.

Q: Is IT ACCEPTABLE TO USE SHORTENED TITLES IN CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL
CITATIONS?

A: SHORTENED TITLES ARE GENERALLY USED FOR CITING WORKS WITH NO AUTHOR WHEN THE FULL TITLE IS TOO LONG, AND THE
SHORTENED TITLE IS CLEARLY IDENTIFIABLE IN THE REFERENCE LIST. FOR WORKS WITH AUTHORS, USE THE AUTHOR'S NAME.
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