
chicago style parenthetical citation
for no page number
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides specific guidelines for citing
sources within your text. A common point of confusion arises when a source
lacks a page number, such as many online articles, websites, or some older
texts. This article will comprehensively guide you through the intricacies of
the chicago style parenthetical citation for no page number, ensuring your
academic integrity and clarity. We will explore the fundamental principles of
parenthetical citations in CMOS, delve into the specific adaptations required
when page numbers are absent, and illustrate these concepts with practical
examples. Understanding these nuances is crucial for producing well-
documented academic work that adheres to scholarly conventions.
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Understanding Chicago Style Parenthetical
Citations

Chicago style offers two primary systems for citation: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. This article focuses on the author-date
system, which is commonly used in the sciences and social sciences, though
parenthetical citations are also used in the notes-bibliography system. In
the author-date system, short parenthetical notes are placed directly within
the text, referencing the author and the year of publication. These
parenthetical citations correspond to more detailed entries in a reference
list at the end of the work. The goal is to allow readers to quickly locate
the source of information while maintaining the flow of your prose.

The Necessity of Citations in Academic Writing

Proper citation is the bedrock of academic integrity. It serves multiple
critical functions, including giving credit to original authors, allowing
readers to verify your information and explore sources further, and



demonstrating your engagement with existing scholarship. Failure to cite
appropriately can lead to accusations of plagiarism, which carries severe
academic consequences. Therefore, mastering citation styles like Chicago is
not merely a technical exercise but a fundamental aspect of responsible
scholarly practice.

Core Components of a Chicago Style Parenthetical
Citation

In the author-date system, a standard parenthetical citation typically
includes the author's last name and the year of publication, separated by a
comma. For example, (Smith 2020). If the author's name is already mentioned
in the text, you may only need to include the year. For instance, "As Smith
argues (2020), this theory has significant implications." The author-date
system requires a comprehensive "References" list at the end of your
document, providing full publication details for every source cited in the
text.

Navigating Sources Without Page Numbers

The absence of page numbers presents a common challenge when employing the
Chicago Manual of Style. While traditional print sources often have numbered
pages, many digital and some other formats do not. The key principle when
citing a source without page numbers is to provide the most helpful
information for your reader to locate the specific information within the
source, aligning with the general purpose of parenthetical citation. This
often means relying on other identifying elements available for the source.

Adapting Citations for Online Articles and Websites

For online articles or web pages that lack pagination, the author-date
parenthetical citation should include the author's last name and the year of
publication. If no author is listed, the title of the article or website (or
a shortened version if it's very long) should be used instead of the author's
name, followed by the year. For example, if an article by Jane Doe published
in 2023 discusses a topic, you would cite it as (Doe 2023). If an article
titled "The Future of AI" by an unknown author was published online in 2022,
and you're using the author-date system, you might cite it as ("Future of AI"
2022) or more commonly, use the organization if no individual author is
named, like (Tech Innovations Inc. 2022). When using the notes-bibliography
system with no page number, you might provide the author and year, and in the
note, include a paragraph number or section heading if available.



Citing Chapters or Sections of Online Books

When citing an online book that is not paginated in a traditional sense
(e.g., a Kindle edition without fixed page numbers or a website that presents
a book chapter), you should still aim to provide the author and year. If the
online book or chapter has clear section headings or chapter numbers, these
can be included in the parenthetical citation or in the corresponding
reference list entry to help readers pinpoint the location of the
information. For instance, you might see (Smith 2021, chap. 3) or (Doe 2019,
"Introduction"). The specific format will depend on what is most readily
identifiable and useful for the reader to find the content.

Handling Other Non-Paginated Materials

Various other sources might lack page numbers, including pamphlets,
brochures, interviews (unless transcribed with line or page numbers), and
some government documents. For these, the principle remains the same: provide
the author and year in your parenthetical citation. If an author is not
specified, use the title or a reasonable abbreviation. For instance, citing a
pamphlet from an organization might look like (Environmental Protection
Agency 2018). The key is to be consistent throughout your document and ensure
your reference list provides enough information for your reader to find the
original source.

When to Omit the Author or Title

In the author-date system, you omit the author's name if the source has no
identifiable author and you are using the title. Conversely, if the author's
name is readily available, you generally include it. However, if the author's
name is mentioned within the sentence itself, it is often omitted from the
parenthetical citation to avoid redundancy, as demonstrated earlier with the
example (Smith 2020) versus Smith argues (2020). This rule applies regardless
of whether page numbers are present.

Best Practices for Clarity and Consistency

The most important aspect of citing sources without page numbers is
consistency. Whichever method you choose to identify the location of
information within a non-paginated source, apply it uniformly throughout your
paper. Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or
specific guidelines provided by your instructor or publisher for the most
accurate and up-to-date recommendations. Clear and consistent citation
practices enhance the credibility of your work and facilitate a positive
reading experience for your audience.



Reviewing and Refining Your Citations

Before submitting your work, take the time to meticulously review all your
parenthetical citations and their corresponding reference list entries.
Ensure that every parenthetical citation accurately reflects the source and
that every source cited in the text appears in the reference list. Double-
check that you have correctly applied the rules for handling sources without
page numbers, paying close attention to whether you've used author names,
titles, or other identifiers appropriately. A thorough review can catch
errors and inconsistencies, strengthening the overall quality of your
academic paper.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style
Parenthetical Citation for No Page Number

Q: What is the primary reason for citing sources in
Chicago style?
A: The primary reasons for citing sources in Chicago style are to give credit
to the original authors, allow readers to locate and verify information, and
demonstrate your engagement with existing scholarship, thereby upholding
academic integrity.

Q: When is it acceptable to omit the page number in
a Chicago style parenthetical citation?
A: It is acceptable and often necessary to omit the page number when citing
sources that do not have page numbers, such as many online articles,
websites, or specific types of media where pagination is not a feature.

Q: How should I cite an online article without page
numbers in Chicago style's author-date system?
A: In Chicago's author-date system, you cite an online article without page
numbers by providing the author's last name and the year of publication in
parentheses, e.g., (Smith 2023). If no author is listed, use the title of the
article or website instead.

Q: What if an online source has no author listed and



no page numbers?
A: If an online source has neither an author nor page numbers, you should use
the title of the work (or a shortened version of a long title) in place of
the author's name, followed by the year of publication in parentheses, e.g.,
("Climate Change Report" 2021).

Q: Can I use paragraph numbers as a substitute for
page numbers in Chicago style parenthetical
citations for online sources?
A: Yes, if an online source clearly labels its paragraphs with numbers, you
can use these paragraph numbers in your parenthetical citation (or in your
note in the notes-bibliography system) to help readers locate the specific
information, e.g., (Doe 2022, para. 5).

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style handle
citations for websites that are not paginated in a
traditional sense?
A: For websites, Chicago style generally advises using the author's name and
publication year in the parenthetical citation. If no author is available,
the website's title or the name of the organization sponsoring the site is
used, followed by the year.

Q: What is the difference in citation approach for a
source with page numbers versus one without, in the
author-date system?
A: The key difference is the inclusion of the page number. With page numbers,
a citation might look like (Smith 2020, 125). Without page numbers, it
simplifies to (Smith 2020), or if using other locators like paragraph
numbers, (Smith 2020, para. 10).

Q: Is it possible to cite a book chapter from an
online source that lacks page numbers?
A: Yes, when citing an online book chapter without page numbers, you would
typically use the author and year, and if available, include chapter numbers
or section headings as identifiers in the citation or reference list, such as
(Johnson 2019, chap. 2) or (Williams 2023, "Methodology").
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