
chicago style parenthetical citation for
government document
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for citing various sources, and
correctly navigating the nuances of a chicago style parenthetical citation for government document is
crucial for academic and professional writing. Government documents, with their unique authorship
and publication structures, often pose specific challenges for citation. This comprehensive guide will
demystify the process, covering essential elements such as identifying the authoring body, handling
differing publication types, and constructing accurate in-text citations and corresponding bibliography
entries. We will explore how to effectively attribute reports, laws, congressional debates, and other
official publications, ensuring your readers can easily trace your sources and lend credibility to your
research. Understanding these principles is key to avoiding common citation errors and presenting
your work with scholarly precision.

Table of Contents
Understanding Government Documents as Sources
Components of a Chicago Style Parenthetical Citation for Government Documents
In-Text Citations for Government Documents
Bibliography Entries for Government Documents
Specific Examples of Chicago Style Parenthetical Citation for Government Documents
Common Challenges and Solutions

Understanding Government Documents as Sources

Government documents are invaluable resources for researchers across numerous disciplines,
offering official data, policy analysis, legislative history, and historical records. These materials are
produced by federal, state, local, and international governmental bodies. Due to their official nature
and often complex authorship, citing them requires careful attention to detail to ensure accuracy and
clarity for your reader. The Chicago Manual of Style offers specific guidance that helps researchers
integrate these authoritative sources seamlessly into their work.

The primary challenge in citing government documents stems from their unique attribution. Unlike
typical books or articles authored by individuals, government documents are frequently attributed to
agencies, departments, committees, or even the government as a whole. Recognizing the correct
authoring entity is the foundational step for accurate citation. Furthermore, the variety of forms these
documents take—reports, hearings, statutes, regulations, presidential papers, statistical
data—necessitates an understanding of how each type is treated within the Chicago style framework.

Components of a Chicago Style Parenthetical Citation
for Government Documents

A Chicago style parenthetical citation, when applied to government documents, typically includes the



authoring body, a shortened version of the title, and the relevant page number(s). This system aims
to be concise while providing enough information for the reader to locate the full source in the
bibliography. Understanding the key elements that constitute the citation is paramount to its correct
construction.

Identifying the Authoring Body

The authoring body is the most critical element for government documents. This is not usually an
individual's name but rather the governmental agency, department, committee, or legislative body
responsible for the publication. For instance, a report from the Environmental Protection Agency
would list the EPA as the author, not a specific individual unless that individual is explicitly designated
as the author of a particular document within the agency.

It is essential to use the full, official name of the government entity. If an acronym is commonly used
and recognized, it can be introduced upon first mention and then used thereafter, but for the initial
citation, the full name is preferred. For example, the U.S. Department of Commerce should be cited as
such, rather than starting with "Commerce Department."

Shortened Title and Page Numbers

The title of the government document can often be lengthy. In the parenthetical citation, a shortened
version of the title is used to keep the in-text citation brief. This shortened title should be
recognizable and typically includes key terms from the original title. For example, if the document is
titled "Report on the Economic Impact of Renewable Energy Investments in the Midwest," a shortened
title might be "Economic Impact Report."

Page numbers are crucial for directing the reader to the precise location of the information cited. They
follow the shortened title and are preceded by the abbreviation "p." for a single page or "pp." for
multiple pages. If a document does not have conventional page numbers (e.g., online documents),
other locator information, such as section numbers or paragraph numbers, might be used, though this
is less common for traditional government publications.

In-Text Citations for Government Documents

In-text citations in Chicago style are typically placed at the end of a sentence or clause, immediately
before the final punctuation mark. For government documents, this format requires careful assembly
of the author, title, and page number information. The goal is to be informative without disrupting the
flow of your prose.

Parenthetical Format Examples



The standard parenthetical citation for a government document follows this structure: (Authoring
Body, Shortened Title, p./pp. Page Number).

For instance, if you are citing a report from the U.S. Census Bureau titled "American Community
Survey: 2022 Findings," and you are referencing page 45, the in-text citation would appear as:

(U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, p. 45)

If the authoring body is a legislative committee, such as the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, and
the document is a hearing transcript, the citation would adapt accordingly. For a hearing titled
"Oversight of the Federal Bureau of Investigation" and referencing page 112, it would look like:

(Senate Committee on the Judiciary, Oversight of the FBI, p. 112)

When Author and Title are Clear

In instances where the authoring body and the title are very similar or one clearly implies the other,
some slight condensation might be permissible, but it's generally safer to include both. For example,
if a document is simply titled "Environmental Protection Agency Annual Report," it might be cited as
(Environmental Protection Agency, Annual Report, p. 78). However, if the agency is already clearly
established in the text as the subject of discussion, and the document title is distinct, the citation
would still include both.

It is always advisable to consult the specific edition of the Chicago Manual of Style you are working
with for the most precise guidance, as stylistic conventions can evolve. The core principle remains to
provide enough information for easy identification in the bibliography.

Bibliography Entries for Government Documents

The bibliography, or notes and bibliography system, provides full publication details for all sources
cited in the text. For government documents, the bibliography entry expands upon the in-text citation
to include more comprehensive information, allowing readers to locate the exact publication. The
structure of the bibliography entry is critical for scholarly integrity.

Structure of a Government Document Bibliography Entry

The general structure for a government document in a Chicago style bibliography is:

Authoring Body1.



Title of Document (italicized)2.

Publication Information (place of publication, publisher if applicable, year)3.

Page numbers or other locators if applicable4.

For example, a report from the U.S. Government Accountability Office would be listed as:

U.S. Government Accountability Office. Financial Audit: Federal Home Loan Mortgage
Corporation Financial Statements for Fiscal Years 2021 and 2020. Washington, DC: U.S.
Government Accountability Office, 2022.

Handling Different Publication Types

The format can vary slightly depending on the type of government document. For legislative
documents like congressional hearings, the structure might include the name of the Congress and
session.

U.S. Congress. Senate. Committee on Foreign Relations. Nominations for Secretary of State:
Hearing before the Committee on Foreign Relations, One Hundred Seventeenth Congress, First
Session, January 19, 2021. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Publishing Office, 2021.

For laws, the citation typically includes the bill number, public law number, and the year it was
enacted. Specific legislative codes or statutes would also be cited according to their official
designation.

Affordable Care Act, Public Law 111-148, 124 Stat. 119 (2010).

When citing regulations from agencies like the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), you would
reference the specific title, part, and section.

40 CFR § 52.21 (2023).

It is important to ensure that the title of the document is correctly italicized and that all publication
details are accurate and complete, including the government printer or publisher if one is explicitly
listed.



Specific Examples of Chicago Style Parenthetical
Citation for Government Documents

Applying the rules of Chicago style to government documents can be best understood through
concrete examples. These illustrations cover common scenarios encountered by researchers.

Example 1: Agency Report

Let's assume you are referencing a report from the National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) titled "Preserving Presidential Records: A Comprehensive Guide," published in 2023, and you
are citing page 72.

In-text citation:

(National Archives and Records Administration, Preserving Presidential Records, p. 72)

Bibliography entry:

National Archives and Records Administration. Preserving Presidential Records: A
Comprehensive Guide. Washington, DC: National Archives and Records Administration, 2023.

Example 2: Congressional Hearing

Consider a hearing before the House Committee on Energy and Commerce titled "The Future of
Digital Privacy," held during the 118th Congress, 1st Session, on March 15, 2023, and you are
referencing page 105.

In-text citation:

(House Committee on Energy and Commerce, Future of Digital Privacy, p. 105)

Bibliography entry:

U.S. Congress. House. Committee on Energy and Commerce. The Future of Digital Privacy:
Hearing before the Committee on Energy and Commerce, One Hundred Eighteenth Congress,
First Session, March 15, 2023. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Publishing Office, 2023.



Example 3: Statistical Publication

For a publication from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) titled "Occupational Employment Statistics:
May 2022 Summary," and you are citing data from table 5.

In-text citation (if referring to a specific table or section without page numbers):

(Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment Statistics, Table 5)

Bibliography entry:

Bureau of Labor Statistics. Occupational Employment Statistics: May 2022 Summary.
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2022.

These examples demonstrate the application of Chicago style principles to common types of
government documents, emphasizing clarity and consistency in both in-text and bibliography
citations.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Navigating the citation of government documents presents unique challenges that can be overcome
with a systematic approach. Understanding these common pitfalls and their solutions is key to
accurate academic practice.

Lack of Clear Author or Title

One of the most frequent issues is the ambiguity of authorship or a very generic title. If a government
publication doesn't clearly designate an individual author, the governmental body responsible for its
creation is the author. For titles that are too broad, it's best to use the most descriptive parts of the
official title for the shortened version in the parenthetical citation.

For instance, if a report is simply titled "Annual Report" by a specific department, you would cite it as
(Department Name, Annual Report, p. X). If the department name is already established in your text,
you might consider a slightly more specific element from the title if available, or ensure your
bibliography entry is highly descriptive.

Online Government Documents Without Page Numbers



Many government documents are now published online and may lack traditional pagination. In such
cases, Chicago style suggests using alternative locators like section numbers, paragraph numbers, or
specific headings if they are clearly defined within the document. The goal is to provide a reference
point that is as specific as possible.

For example, if citing a section of an online government report, you might use: (Agency Name,
Document Title, Section Title).

The bibliography entry would then specify the URL and the date accessed.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Report on Public Health Initiatives. Washington,
DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 2023. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.hhs.gov/reports/public-health-initiatives.

Distinguishing Between Different Levels of Government

It is crucial to differentiate between federal, state, and local government documents. The authoring
body should always reflect the specific level of government and the agency within it. For example, a
publication from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife would be cited differently than one
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Always ensure the full and correct designation of the
governmental entity is used.

By remaining diligent in identifying the author, title, and publication details, and by consulting the
Chicago Manual of Style as needed, researchers can effectively cite government documents and
strengthen the authority of their work.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary challenge when citing government
documents in Chicago style?
A: The primary challenge is identifying and correctly attributing the authoring governmental body, as
these documents are rarely authored by individuals but by agencies, departments, committees, or
legislative bodies.

Q: How do I abbreviate the authoring body for a government
document in a Chicago style parenthetical citation?
A: You generally do not abbreviate the authoring body in the parenthetical citation. The full, official
name of the governmental agency or department should be used. Abbreviations are typically
introduced upon first mention in the text if they are well-known and consistently used thereafter.



Q: What information should I include in a Chicago style
parenthetical citation for a government document?
A: A Chicago style parenthetical citation for a government document typically includes the authoring
body, a shortened version of the title, and the relevant page number(s).

Q: How do I format the bibliography entry for a government
document in Chicago style?
A: The bibliography entry includes the authoring body, the full title of the document (italicized), the
place of publication, the publisher (often the governmental printing office), and the year of
publication. For online documents, the URL and access date are also included.

Q: What if a government document doesn't have a clear
author listed?
A: If no individual author is named, the governmental agency, department, or committee responsible
for the publication is considered the author. This is common practice for official reports and
publications.

Q: How do I cite laws or statutes from government bodies in
Chicago style?
A: Laws and statutes are typically cited by their official name, public law number, statute number, and
the year enacted. For example: Affordable Care Act, Public Law 111-148, 124 Stat. 119 (2010).

Q: What should I do if an online government document lacks
page numbers?
A: If page numbers are unavailable, use alternative locators such as section numbers, paragraph
numbers, or clear headings within the document to guide your reader to the specific information you
are referencing.

Q: How do I cite Congressional hearings in Chicago style?
A: Congressional hearings are cited with the name of the Congress and session, the committee, the
title of the hearing, and the page number(s). The bibliography entry will include full details of the
hearing.
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