CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR DISSERTATION

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE IS A WIDELY RESPECTED CITATION SYSTEM, PARTICULARLY WITHIN HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL
SCIENCES, AND UNDERSTANDING ITS PARENTHETICAL CITATION FORMAT IS CRUCIAL FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND SCHOLARLY
COMMUNICATION. THIS GUIDE WILL DELVE INTO THE INTRICACIES OF USING THE CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR
YOUR DISSERTATION, ENSURING ACCURACY AND CLARITY IN YOUR ACADEMIC \WORK. WE WILL COVER THE FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES OF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS, THEIR APPLICATION TO VARIOUS SOURCE TYPES, AND COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID.
MASTERING THIS CITATION METHOD IS PARAMOUNT FOR PRESENTING A POLISHED AND CREDIBLE DISSERTATION, REFLECTING A
THOROUGH ENGAGEMENT WITH YOUR RESEARCH.
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UNDERSTANDING THE BASICS OF CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS

THe CHicaGo MANUAL ofF STYLE (CMOS) OFFERS TWO PRIMARY CITATION SYSTEMS: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM AND
THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. FOR DISSERTATIONS, THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS OFTEN PREFERRED, AND IT RELIES HEAVILY ON
PARENTHETICAL IN-TEXT CITATIONS TO DIRECT READERS TO THE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY AT THE END OF THE WORK. | HESE
PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS ARE CONCISE AND CONTAIN ESSENTIAL INFORMATION TO IDENTIFY THE SOURCE BEING REFERENCED.
THEY TYPICALLY INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE PUBLICATION YEAR, AND SOMETIMES A PAGE NUMBER FOR DIRECT
QUOTATIONS OR PARAPHRASED IDEAS FROM A SPECIFIC PART OF THE SOURCE.

THE CORE PRINCIPLE BEHIND ANY IN-TEXT CITATION SYSTEM IS TO PROVIDE READERS WITH IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO THE SOURCE
MATERIAL. IN THE CONTEXT OF A DISSERTATION, WHERE EXTENSIVE RESEARCH IS PRESENTED, THIS BECOMES EVEN MORE CRITICAL.
A WELL-EXECUTED PARENTHETICAL CITATION ALLOWS FOR SMOOTH READING, PREVENTING INTERRUPTIONS AND CONFUSION. IT
DEMONSTRATES TO YOUR COMMITTEE AND FUTURE READERS THAT YOU ARE METICULOUSLY ATTRIBUTING ALL IDEAS, DATA,
AND ARGUMENTS TO THEIR ORIGINAL AUTHORS, UPHOLDING ACADEMIC HONESTY AND ALLOWING FOR VERIFICATION OF YOUR
RESEARCH CLAIMS.

AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM VvS. NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM

\/HEN DISCUSSING CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR DISSERTATIONS, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN
THE TWO MAJOR SYSTEMS CMOS oFFERS. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, AS ITS NAME SUGGESTS, USES IN-TEXT CITATIONS
CONSISTING OF THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, ENCLOSED IN PARENTHESES. FOR EXAMPLE: (SMITH
2020). THIS IS DIRECTLY FOLLOWED BY A FULL REFERENCE LIST AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT, TITLED “REFERENCES” OR
“\W/orks CITED,” WHICH PROVIDES COMPLETE PUBLICATION DETAILS FOR EACH SOURCE MENTIONED PARENTHETICALLY. THIS
SYSTEM IS COMMONLY FOUND IN THE SCIENCES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES.

CONVERSELY/ THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM USES SUPERSCRIPT NUMBERS WITHIN THE TEXT, KEYED TO FOOTNOTES OR
ENDNOTES. THESE NOTES CONTAIN THE SOURCE INFORMATION, OFTEN IN A SHORTENED FORM ON SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES. THE
FULL BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END OF THE WORK THEN PROVIDES COMPLETE DETAILS FOR ALL CITED SOURCES. WHILE THE
PARENTHETICAL CITATION IS THE FOCUS HERE, UNDERSTANDING THE ALTERNATIVE HELPS CLARIFY WHY THE AUTHOR-DATE
METHOD IS CHOSEN FOR CERTAIN ACADEMIC CONTEXTS, INCLUDING MANY DISSERTATIONS. THE CHOICE BETWEEN THESE SYSTEMS
OFTEN DEPENDS ON DEPARTMENTAL OR INSTITUTIONAL GUIDELINES, AS WELL AS THE CONVENTIONS OF THE SPECIFIC ACADEMIC
DISCIPLINE.



IMPLEMENTING PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS IN YOUR DISSERTATION

THE PLACEMENT OF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS IN YOUR DISSERTATION IS AS IMPORTANT AS THEIR CONTENT. GENERALLY, THE
CITATION SHOULD APPEAR AT THE END OF THE SENTENCE OR CLAUSE CONTAINING THE REFERENCE, BEFORE THE TERMINAL
PUNCTUATION MARK. FOR INSTANCE, IF YOU ARE PARAPHRASING AN IDEA FROM A BOOK, THE CITATION WOULD BE PLACED LIKE
THIS: THE RESEARCH INDICATES A SIGNIFICANT CORRELATION BETWEEN THE VARIABLES (JoNes 2019). IF YOU ARE USING A
DIRECT QUOTATION, THE PAGE NUMBER IS ALMOST ALWAYS REQUIRED, APPEARING AFTER THE YEAR: “THIS IS A DIRECT QUOTE”
(Jones 2019, 45).

\W/HEN MULTIPLE AUTHORS CONTRIBUTE TO A WORK, THE CITATION FORMAT ADJUSTS ACCORDINGLY. FOR TWO AUTHORS,
BOTH LAST NAMES ARE TYPICALLY INCLUDED, SEPARATED BY “AND”: (SMITH AND WESSON 202 1). FOR THREE OR MORE
AUTHORS, ONLY THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME IS USED, FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.”: (DAVIS ET AL. 2018). IT IS CRUCIAL TO
CONSULT THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR PRECISE GUIDANCE ON THESE SPECIFIC SCENARIOS, AS
RULES CAN EVOLVE. ENSURING CONSISTENCY IN HOW YOU IMPLEMENT THESE VARIATIONS ACROSS YOUR ENTIRE DISSERTATION IS
KEY TO MAINTAINING A PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATION.

CITING DIFFereNT T YPES OF SOURCES WITH PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS

THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FORMAT IN CHICAGO STYLE ADAPTS TO VARIOUS SOURCE TYPES TO ENSURE ACCURATE
ATTRIBUTION. FOR BOOKS, THE STANDARD FORMAT 1S (AUTHORLASTNAME YEAR, PAGENUMBER) FOR DIRECT QUOTES OR
SPECIFIC IDEAS, AND (AUTHORLASTNAME YEAR) FOR GENERAL REFERENCES TO THE WORK. FOR ARTICLES IN ACADEMIC
JOURNALS, IT FOLLOWS A SIMILAR PATTERN, INCLUDING THE AUTHOR’S LAST NAME AND PUBLICATION YEAR. |F THE AUTHOR IS
UNKNOWN, YOU WOULD USE A SHORTENED VERSION OF THE TITLE IN PLACE OF THE AUTHOR'S NAME.

* Books: (LAST NAME YEAR, PAGE) FOR DIRECT QUOTES OR SPECIFIC PARAPHRASES; (LAST NAME YEAR) FOR GENERAL
REFERENCES.

¢ JOURNAL ARTICLES: (AUTHOR LAST NAME YEAR) OR (AUTHOR LAST NAME YEAR, PAGE) IF CITING SPECIFIC CONTENT.

o \WEBSITES: IF NO AUTHOR IS LISTED, USE THE ORGANIZATION'S NAME OR A SHORTENED TITLE: (ORGANIZATION NAME
YEeAR) OR (SHORTENED TITLE YEAR).

® REPORTS: SIMILAR TO BOOKS OR JOURNAL ARTICLES, DEPENDING ON THE AUTHORIAL ATTRIBUTION.

\WHEN CITING SOURCES WITH NO AUTHOR, SUCH AS ORGANIZATIONAL PUBLICATIONS OR ANONYMOUS WORKS, YOU
SUBSTITUTE THE AUTHOR'S NAME WITH A SHORTENED VERSION OF THE WORK'S TITLE. FOR EXAMPLE, IF A REPORT IS PUBLISHED
BY THE “INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH” IN 2022, AND THE REPORT'S TITLE IS “ANNUAL SURVEY OF CONSUMER
CONFIDENCE,” YOU MIGHT CITE IT AS (INSTITUTE FOR SociAL ResearcH 2022) or (Consumer ConrIDENCE 2022) IF THE
TITLE IS USED AS THE PRIMARY IDENTIFIER. ALWAYS STRIVE TO BE AS SPECIFIC AS POSSIBLE WHILE REMAINING CONCISE TO
FACILITATE READER ACCESS TO THE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY.

CoMMON IssuUes AND SoLUTIONS IN CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL
CITATION

ONE OF THE MOST FREQUENT CHALLENGES STUDENTS FACE WITH CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR
DISSERTATIONS IS MANAGING MULTIPLE WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR PUBLISHED IN THE SAME YEAR. 1O ADDRESS THIS, CMOS
REQUIRES YOU TO APPEND LOWERCASE LETTERS TO THE YEAR FOR EACH WORK. FOR EXAMPLE, IF AN AUTHOR PUBLISHED TWO
Books IN 2023, THEY WouLD BE CITED AS (SMITH 2023A) AND (SMITH 20238) IN THE TEXT, AND THESE DESIGNATIONS



\WOULD CORRESPOND TO THEIR RESPECTIVE ENTRIES IN THE REFERENCE LIST. IT IS IMPERATIVE TO ASSIGN THESE LETTERS
CONSISTENTLY.

ANOTHER COMMON PITFALL IS INCORRECT PUNCTUATION WITHIN THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION ITSELF. ENSURE THAT THE
COMMA SEPARATING THE AUTHOR'S NAME AND THE YEAR, AND THE COMMA SEPARATING THE YEAR AND THE PAGE NUMBER, ARE
CORRECTLY PLACED. ALSO/ BE MINDFUL OF THE PLACEMENT OF THE FINAL CLOSING PARENTHESIS RELATIVE TO THE SENTENCE'S
PUNCTUATION. A MISPLACED COMMA OR PARENTHESIS CAN LEAD TO CONFUSION OR MISINTERPRETATION BY YOUR READERS.
THOROUGHLY PROOFREADING YOUR CITATIONS FOR THESE SMALL BUT SIGNIFICANT DETAILS IS A CRITICAL STEP IN THE
DISSERTATION WRITING PROCESS.

ADVANCED CONSIDERATIONS FOR DISSERTATION CITATIONS

For DISSERTATIONS, ESPECIALLY THOSE IN EMPIRICAL FIELDS, CITING DATA SETS, INTERVIEWS, AND OTHER NON-TRADITIONAL
SOURCES REQUIRES CAREFUL ATTENTION. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE PROVIDES GUIDANCE FOR THESE LESS COMMON
MATERIALS, BUT IT OFTEN INVOLVES ADAPTING THE STANDARD AUTHOR-DATE FORMAT TO FIT THE AVAILABLE INFORMATION.
For INTERVIEWS, YOU MIGHT CITE THE INTERVIEWEE AND THE DATE, AND POTENTIALLY THE LOCATION OR INTERVIEWER IF
RELEVANT. FOR DATA SETS, THE PRIMARY IDENTIFIER IS USUALLY THE ORGANIZATION OR CREATOR OF THE DATA AND THE YEAR
OF ITS RELEASE OR COLLECTION.

FURTHERMORE, UNDERSTANDING HOW TO CITE SOURCES WITHIN SOURCES (SECONDARY CITATIONS) IS CRUCIAL FOR A
DISSERTATION. WHILE IT IS ALWAYS BEST TO CONSULT THE ORIGINAL SOURCE, IF THAT IS NOT POSSIBLE, CHICAGO STYLE
ALLOWS FOR CITING THE SECONDARY SOURCE. THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION WOULD INDICATE THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR AND
WORK, FOLLOWED BY “AS QUOTED IN” OR “AS CITED IN” AND THEN THE DETAILS OF THE SECONDARY SOURCE YOU ACTUALLY
CONSULTED. For exaMpLE: (SMITH 1990, ciTep IN Jones 2020, 35). THIS PRACTICE SHOULD BE USED SPARINGLY, AS DIRECT
ENGAGEMENT WITH PRIMARY SOURCES STRENGTHENS YOUR DISSERTATION'S CREDIBILITY.

FAQ

QZ \WHAT IS THE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHICAGO STYLE'S AUTHOR-DATE
AND NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEMS FOR DISSERTATIONS?

A: THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM USES PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS (AUTHOR YEAR) IN THE TEXT, LINKING TO A REFERENCE LIST.
THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM USES NUMBERED FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES IN THE TEXT, LINKED TO A BIBLIOGRAPHY. MANY
DISSERTATIONS, ESPECIALLY IN SCIENCES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES, FAVOR THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM FOR ITS DIRECT IN-TEXT
REFERENCING.

QI How po | CITE A SOURCE WITH NO AUTHOR IN CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL
CITATION FOR A DISSERTATION?

A: IF A SOURCE HAS NO AUTHOR, YOU USE A SHORTENED VERSION OF THE TITLE IN PLACE OF THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME W/ITHIN
THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION. FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU'RE CITING A REPORT TITLED “GLOBAL Economic Trends 2023,” YOUR
CITATION MIGHT Look LIKE (GLosAL Economic Trenps 2023).

QZ WHAT IS THE CORRECT WAY TO CITE A WORK WITH TWO AUTHORS USING
CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR A DISSERTATION?

A: FOR A WORK WITH TWO AUTHORS, YOU INCLUDE BOTH AUTHORS' LAST NAMES CONNECTED BY “AND” IN THE
PARENTHETICAL CITATION. FOR EXAMPLE: (SMITH AND JoNES 2022).



QI How SHOULD | HANDLE MULTIPLE WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR IN THE SAME YEAR
IN MY DISSERTATION'S CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS?

A: YOU MUST APPEND LOWERCASE LETTERS TO THE YEAR FOR EACH WORK BY THE SAME AUTHOR PUBLISHED IN THE SAME YEAR.
FOR INSTANCE, IF AN AUTHOR HAS TWO PUBLICATIONS IN 2021, THEY wouLD BE CITED AS (JoHnson 202 1A) AND (JOHNSON
20218) IN THE TEXT, ENSURING THEY CORRESPOND TO DISTINCT ENTRIES IN YOUR REFERENCE LIST.

QZ \W/HEN CITING A DIRECT QUOTATION IN A CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION
FOR A DISSERTATION, IS A PAGE NUMBER ALWAYS REQUIRED?

A: YES, WHEN YOU USE A DIRECT QUOTATION, A PAGE NUMBER IS ALMOST ALWAYS REQUIRED IN THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION
TO INDICATE THE EXACT LOCATION OF THE QUOTED MATERIAL. THE FORMAT WOULD TYPICALLY BE (AUTHOR LAST NAME
YEAR, PAGE NUMBER).

Q: WHAT poes “eT AL.” MEAN IN CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR
DISSERTATIONS, AND WHEN SHOULD | USE IT?

A: “ET AL.” 1S LATIN FOR “AND OTHERS.” YOU USE IT IN PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS FOR WORKS WITH THREE OR MORE
AUTHORS. ONLY THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME IS LISTED, FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE YEAR, LIKE THIS: (DAVIS ET AL.
2019).

Q: Is IT ACCEPTABLE TO USE SECONDARY CITATIONS IN MY DISSERTATION WITH
CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS?

A: WHILE IT'S BEST TO CONSULT ORIGINAL SOURCES, CHICAGO STYLE DOES PERMIT SECONDARY CITATIONS WHEN NECESSARY.
Y OU WOULD CITE THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR AND WORK, FOLLOWED BY “AS CITED IN” OR “AS QUOTED IN,” AND THEN THE DETAILS
OF THE SOURCE YOU ACTUALLY USED. FOR EXAMPLE: (WHITE 1985, As ciTep IN Green 2020, p. 55).

QZ How Do | CITE AN ONLINE ARTICLE WITHOUT A PAGE NUMBER IN MY DISSERTATION
USING CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION?

A: IF AN ONLINE ARTICLE LACKS PAGE NUMBERS, YOU WOULD TYPICALLY OMIT THEM FROM THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION. THE
CITATION WOULD THEN GENERALLY BE (AUTHOR LAsT NAME YEAR). IF THE ONLINE SOURCE HAS PARAGRAPH NUMBERS, THOSE
CAN BE USED INSTEAD OF PAGE NUMBERS.
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