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Chicago Style Parenthetical Citation for Citation Tutorial

chicago style parenthetical citation for citation tutorial guides you through
one of the most prevalent in-text citation methods in academic writing.
Understanding how to properly attribute sources within your work is crucial
for academic integrity and for allowing your readers to easily locate the
original material. This comprehensive guide will demystify the Chicago Manual
of Style's parenthetical system, covering its fundamental principles, common
source types, and nuanced applications. We will explore when and why to use
parenthetical citations, differentiate them from footnote citations, and
provide practical examples for various media, ensuring you can confidently
cite everything from books and articles to websites and interviews. Mastering
this citation style will significantly enhance the credibility and
professionalism of your research papers, essays, and any scholarly writing.
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Understanding Chicago Style Parenthetical
Citations

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for citing sources:
the notes-bibliography system (using footnotes or endnotes) and the author-
date system (using parenthetical citations). While the notes-bibliography
system is more common in the humanities, the author-date system, which relies
on parenthetical in-text citations, is frequently used in the social sciences
and sciences. This tutorial focuses exclusively on the latter, often referred
to as the author-date style.

The core principle of the author-date system is to provide concise
information within the text that directly corresponds to a full bibliographic
entry at the end of your document. This allows readers to quickly identify
the source you are referencing without needing to constantly refer to



footnotes or endnotes. It’s a streamlined approach designed for clarity and
efficiency in academic discourse.

When to Use Parenthetical Citations

Parenthetical citations are essential whenever you are incorporating
information or ideas that are not your own into your writing. This includes
direct quotes, paraphrased ideas, summaries of arguments, and specific data
or statistics. The goal is to acknowledge the original author and
publication, giving credit where it is due and avoiding plagiarism.

In academic writing, the convention dictates that if you are referencing a
specific idea, argument, or piece of information, you must provide a
citation. This is true regardless of whether you are quoting verbatim or
rephrasing the information in your own words. The parenthetical citation acts
as a signpost, directing your reader to the exact source in your
bibliography.

The Basic Structure of a Chicago Parenthetical
Citation

The most fundamental Chicago-style parenthetical citation consists of the
author's last name and the year of publication. For instance, if you are
citing a work by Jane Doe published in 2020, the in-text citation would
appear as (Doe 2020).

However, this basic structure is often insufficient. When citing a specific
passage, you must also include the page number. This is crucial for allowing
readers to pinpoint the exact location of the information within the source.
The format then becomes (AuthorLastName PageNumber). For example, (Doe 2020,
45).

Including the Page Number

The inclusion of the page number is paramount when you are quoting directly
or paraphrasing a very specific piece of information. For longer works like
books, citing the specific page is standard practice. For sources that do not
have traditional page numbers, such as many websites, alternative locators
like section headings or paragraph numbers might be used if appropriate and
consistently applied.

When citing multiple pages or a range of pages, the format is (AuthorLastName



PageNumber-PageNumber). For instance, if the information spans pages 45 to
48, you would write (Doe 2020, 45-48). Consistency in how you format page
numbers is key to maintaining a professional and clear citation style.

Citing Multiple Works by the Same Author in the Same
Year

A common issue arises when an author publishes multiple works in the same
year. To distinguish these publications in the parenthetical citation,
Chicago style uses lowercase letters appended to the year. This is determined
by the order in which the works appear in your bibliography, which you
control.

For example, if Jane Doe published two works in 2020, and the first appears
as Doe 2020a in your bibliography, and the second as Doe 2020b, your
parenthetical citations would be (Doe 2020a, 45) and (Doe 2020b, 112),
respectively. The bibliography must then clearly list these works with their
corresponding letter designations.

Citing Books in Chicago Style

When citing a book, the author-date parenthetical citation typically includes
the author's last name, the publication year, and the specific page number(s)
where the cited information can be found.

For a book with a single author, the format is straightforward:
(AuthorLastName PublicationYear, PageNumber). For example, if you are citing
page 75 of a book by John Smith published in 2019, your citation would be
(Smith 2019, 75).

Citing Books with Multiple Authors

For books with two or three authors, list all authors' last names, separated
by "and," followed by the year and page number. For instance:
(AuthorLastNamel and AuthorLastName2 2021, 110).

If a book has more than three authors, you generally cite the first author's
last name followed by "et al." (which means "and others"), the publication
year, and the page number. The full list of authors will appear in your
bibliography. Example: (FirstAuthorLastName et al. 2018, 203).



Citing Articles in Chicago Style

Citing articles, whether from journals, magazines, or newspapers, follows a
similar pattern, but the identification of the "author" and "publication
year" remains consistent.

Journal Articles

For journal articles, the parenthetical citation will include the author's
last name, the publication year, and the page number(s). The journal title
and volume/issue numbers are not typically included in the parenthetical
citation itself but are essential for the bibliography. For example: (Johnson
2022, 156).

Magazine and Newspaper Articles

For magazine and newspaper articles, the process is largely the same. If the
article has an author, use their last name, year, and page number. If the
article is unsigned, you can use a shortened version of the article title,
followed by the year and page number. For example, if citing an article
titled "The Future of AI" from a newspaper in 2023 on page B3, it might look
like (Future of AI 2023, B3).

Citing Online Sources in Chicago Style

Citing online sources requires careful attention, as they often lack
traditional page numbers or publication dates. The fundamental principle of
providing enough information for retrieval remains. For web pages with clear
authors and publication dates, the format mirrors that of print sources.

If an online source has an author and a publication date, use (AuthorLastName
PublicationYear, PageNumberOrLocator). If there is no page number, but there
is a paragraph number, you might use (AuthorLastName PublicationYear, par. ).
For example: (Williams 2021, par. 5).

Websites Without Authors or Dates

When an online source lacks an author, use a shortened version of the title
in place of the author's name. If a publication date is absent, you can use
"n.d." (no date). For example, citing a page on the "Global Climate



Initiative" website without a date might appear as (Global Climate Initiative
n.d., sec. 3).

It is crucial to be consistent with how you identify these sources in your
text and bibliography. If you choose to use a shortened title, ensure it is
distinctive enough to be easily matched with the full entry in your
bibliography.

Citing Other Source Types

The author-date system can be adapted to various other media beyond books and
articles. The key is to provide identifying information that allows for
retrieval.

Interviews

For interviews, the citation typically includes the interviewee's last name,
the date of the interview, and potentially the interview number or location
if applicable. For example: (Davis, October 26, 2023). If the interview was
published, follow the rules for the publication medium.

Films and Videos

When citing films or videos, include the director's last name and the year of
release. For specific moments, you may include the timestamp. Example:
(Spielberg 1993, 01:15:30).

Variations and Special Cases

Chicago style, while offering flexibility, also has specific guidelines for
handling complex situations.

Citing Sources with No Author

As mentioned earlier, when a source has no discernible author (e.g., a report
from an organization), you use a shortened version of the title. The title
should be italicized if it's a standalone work (like a book or report) or
enclosed in quotation marks if it's part of a larger work (like an article).



For example, citing a report from the World Health Organization might look
like (World Health Organization 2020, 15) if the organization is considered
the author, or (Global Health Report 2020, 15) if "Global Health Report" is
the title of the specific document. Consistency is key.

Citing Electronic Sources with Identical Author and
Year

If you cite multiple electronic sources by the same author in the same year,
and they do not have page numbers, you would append lowercase letters to the
year based on their order in the bibliography. For instance: (Lee 2023a) and
(Lee 2023b).

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Many writers encounter similar challenges when implementing parenthetical
citations. Being aware of these common errors can help you avoid them.

e Inconsistent formatting: Ensure your citations follow the chosen Chicago
style consistently throughout your document.

e Missing information: Always include the author's last name and
publication year. Page numbers are crucial for direct quotes and
specific information.

e Incorrect order of elements: The standard order is AuthorLastName,
PublicationYear, PageNumber.

e Over-reliance on "et al.": While acceptable for sources with many
authors, ensure you know when to use it and that the full author list is
in your bibliography.

e Citing the wrong source: Double-check that your parenthetical citation
accurately reflects the source from which you drew the information.

Remember that the parenthetical citation is a bridge to your bibliography. If
your reader cannot easily find the corresponding entry, your citation is not
serving its purpose effectively.



Transitioning to a Bibliography or Works Cited
Page

Every parenthetical citation in your text must have a corresponding full
entry in your bibliography or works cited page at the end of your document.
The bibliography lists all the sources you have cited, providing complete
publication details for each. The author-date system requires a bibliography
organized alphabetically by author's last name.

The format for bibliography entries differs from in-text citations. For a
book, a typical entry might look like: AuthorLastName, AuthorFirstName. Year.
BookTitle. Publisher.

For example: Smith, John. 2019. The Art of Citation. Academic Press.

Each parenthetical citation acts as a shorthand, and the bibliography
provides the full, detailed record. This dual system ensures both reader
convenience and thorough academic attribution.

Mastering the Chicago style parenthetical citation system is an essential
skill for any academic writer. By adhering to these guidelines, you ensure
clarity, credibility, and academic integrity in your work. Practice applying
these rules to various source types, and you will confidently navigate the
complexities of scholarly citation.

FAQ

Q: What is the fundamental difference between
Chicago style parenthetical citations and
footnotes/endnotes?

A: The fundamental difference lies in their placement and purpose.
Parenthetical citations are brief notations placed directly within the text,
usually containing the author's last name, publication year, and page number,
to direct readers to a corresponding full entry in the bibliography.
Footnotes or endnotes, on the other hand, are supplementary notes that appear
at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the document
(endnotes) and can contain more extensive information, including
bibliographical details and explanatory commentary. The author-date system,
using parentheticals, is generally preferred in the sciences and social
sciences, while the notes-bibliography system, using footnotes/endnotes, is
more common in the humanities.



Q: Do I need to include the publication year in
every Chicago style parenthetical citation?

A: Yes, in the author-date system of Chicago style, the publication year is a
crucial component of the parenthetical citation. It helps to distinguish
between multiple works by the same author, especially if they are published
in the same year, and it provides essential information for locating the
source in the bibliography. The only common exception is when citing a source
with no discernible date, in which case "n.d." (no date) is used.

Q: How do I cite a source with an organization as
the author in Chicago style parenthetical citation?

A: When citing a source where an organization is listed as the author, you
use the organization's name in place of an individual's last name in the
parenthetical citation. If the organization's name is very long, you may use
a shortened version of the name after its first full mention, as long as it
is clearly identified in the bibliography. For example: (World Health
Organization 2020, 15) or (WHO 2020, 15) if "WHO" is defined in your
bibliography.

Q: What if the source I'm citing has no author at
all?

A: If a source has no author, Chicago style typically uses a shortened
version of the source's title in the parenthetical citation. The title should
be italicized if it refers to a standalone work (like a book or report) or
enclosed in quotation marks if it refers to a part of a larger work (like an
article). For example: (Global Health Report 2020, 15) or ("The Future of
Work" 2021, sec. 3). Ensure this shortened title clearly corresponds to the
full title in your bibliography.

Q: How do I cite a website article with no date 1in
Chicago style parenthetical citation?

A: When citing a website article with no publication date, you use "n.d."
(for "no date") in place of the year in your parenthetical citation. You will
also need to include the organization or author's name (or a shortened title
if no author is present), followed by "n.d." and the page number or other
locator if available. For example: (Smith n.d., par. 4) or (Tech Innovations
n.d., 2).

Q: Should I include the title of the work in my



Chicago style parenthetical citation?

A: Generally, you do not include the full title of the work in a Chicago
style parenthetical citation. The primary identifiers are the author's last
name (or shortened title/organization name) and the publication year. The
page number is added when referring to specific information. The full title,
along with other bibliographic details, is reserved for the bibliography at
the end of your paper.

Q: How do I cite an interview conducted by me in
Chicago style parenthetical citation?

A: For interviews you have conducted yourself and are not published
elsewhere, the citation usually includes the interviewee's name and the date
of the interview. For instance, (Jones, April 15, 2023). If there are
specific details about the interview's context that are important for
retrieval, you might include those as well. Full details of how the interview
was recorded (e.g., personal interview, audio recording) would be in your
bibliography.
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