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UNDERSTANDING CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE ONLINE

CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION FOR CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE ONLINE, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE AUTHOR-DATE
SYSTEM, IS A CRUCIAL ELEMENT FOR ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING THAT ADHERES TO THE GUIDELINES OF THE WIDELY
RESPECTED CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE. THIS CITATION METHOD PROVIDES READERS WITH IMMEDIATE, IN"TEXT ATTRIBUTION
FOR SOURCED INFORMATION, ALLOWING THEM TO EASILY LOCATE THE FULL DETAILS IN A BIBLIOGRAPHY OR REFERENCE LIST.
MASTERING THIS SYSTEM ENSURES CLARITY, ACADEMIC INTEGRITY, AND PROPER CREDIT TO ORIGINAL AUTHORS, A FUNDAMENTAL
ASPECT OF SCHOLARLY COMMUNICATION. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL DELVE INTO THE INTRICACIES OF PARENTHETICAL
CITATIONS ACCORDING TO THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, COVERING COMMON SOURCE TYPES AND
BEST PRACTICES FOR SEAMLESS INTEGRATION INTO YOUR WRITTEN WORK. WE WILL EXPLORE THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF A
PARENTHETICAL CITATION, ITS PLACEMENT WITHIN SENTENCES, AND HOW TO ADAPT IT FOR VARIOUS MATERIALS, INCLUDING
BOOKS, ARTICLES, AND ONLINE RESOURCES.
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THe FUNDAMENTALS OF CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS

THe CHicaGo MANUAL ofF STYLE (CMOS) OFFERS TWO PRIMARY SYSTEMS FOR CITATION: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM
AND THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, WHICH UTILIZES PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS, IS FAVORED IN
CERTAIN ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES, PARTICULARLY WITHIN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES AND NATURAL SCIENCES, DUE TO ITS DIRECTNESS
AND EASE OF REFERENCE.

THE CORE PRINCIPLE BEHIND PARENTHETICAL CITATION IS TO PROVIDE A CONCISE IDENTIFIER DIRECTLY WITHIN THE TEXT,
POINTING THE READER TO A MORE EXTENSIVE ENTRY IN A CONCLUDING REFERENCE LIST. THIS ALLOWS FOR UNINTERRUPTED
READING FLOW WHILE STILL MAINTAINING RIGOROUS ATTRIBUTION STANDARDS. IT’S ABOUT OFFERING JUST ENOUGH
INFORMATION IN THE SENTENCE TO DISTINGUISH THE SOURCE FROM OTHERS USED IN THE PAPER, WITHOUT OVERWHELMING THE
READER.

EsseNTIAL COMPONENTS OF A PARENTHETICAL CITATION

A STANDARD CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION, WHEN USING THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE
AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. FOR INSTANCE, A CITATION MIGHT APPEAR AS (SMITH 2023). THis
PAIRING IS USUALLY SUFFICIENT TO IDENTIFY THE SOURCE WHEN COMBINED WITH A COMPREHENSIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END OF
THE WORK.



HOWEVER, THERE ARE INSTANCES WHERE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION MIGHT BE NECESSARY. |F MULTIPLE WORKS BY THE SAME
AUTHOR ARE CITED, OR IF A SPECIFIC POINT IS BEING REFERENCED FROM A LONGER WORK, A PAGE NUMBER OR OTHER LOCATOR
MIGHT BE INCLUDED. FOR EXAMPLE, (SMITH 2023, 15) WOULD INDICATE A SPECIFIC PAGE. IN CASES OF MULTIPLE AUTHORS
WITH THE SAME LAST NAME PUBLISHED IN THE SAME YEAR, AN INITIAL OR A SHORTENED TITLE MIGHT BE APPENDED TO
DIFFERENTIATE THEM, ALTHOUGH THIS IS LESS COMMON WITH THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM THAN WITH THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY
SYSTEM.

PLACEMENT oF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS

THE PLACEMENT OF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS WITHIN YOUR TEXT IS CRUCIAL FOR BOTH CLARITY AND GRAMMATICAL
CORRECTNESS. GENERALLY/ THE CITATION SHOULD BE PLACED AT THE END OF THE SENTENCE OR CLAUSE CONTAINING THE
BORROWED INFORMATION, IMMEDIATELY BEFORE THE FINAL PUNCTUATION MARK. THIS ENSURES THAT THE CITATION IS CLEARLY
LINKED TO THE SPECIFIC PHRASE, SENTENCE, OR IDEA IT IS ATTRIBUTING.

FOR EXAMPLE, A SENTENCE MIGHT READ: “RESEARCH INDICATES A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT IN CONSUMER BEHAVIOR TOWARDS

SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTS (Jones 2022).” IF THE BORROWED MATERIAL IS WITHIN A LONGER SENTENCE OR CLAUSE, THE

CITATION SHOULD FOLLOW THE SPECIFIC PART BEING REFERENCED. IF A DIRECT QUOTATION IS USED, THE PAGE NUMBER IS

ESSENTIAL. CONSIDER THIS: “THE STUDY CONCLUDED THAT 'ETHICAL SOURCING IS NOW A PRIMARY DRIVER FOR PURCHASING
1 "

pecisions’ (CHen 2021, 45).

CITING DIFFERENT SOURCE T YPES

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, WHILE GENERALLY CONSISTENT, REQUIRES SLIGHT ADAPTATIONS FOR DIFFERENT TYPES OF
SOURCES. THE CORE PRINCIPLE REMAINS THE SAME: AUTHOR AND DATE, WITH PAGE NUMBERS FOR DIRECT QUOTES. HO\X/EVER,
THE WAY YOU IDENTIFY THE “AUTHOR” OR SOURCE MIGHT VARY, ESPECIALLY FOR CORPORATE AUTHORS OR ONLINE RESOURCES
WITHOUT CLEAR INDIVIDUAL AUTHORS.

CITING Books

FOR BOOKS, THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION USUALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. IF A
BOOK HAS MULTIPLE AUTHORS, LIST THEM ALL IN THE CITATION ACCORDING TO THE RULES OUTLINED IN THE CHICAGO MANUAL
OF STYLE, OFTEN USING AN AMPERSAND () BETWEEN THE LAST TWO AUTHORS. FOR INSTANCE, CITING A BOOK BY JOHN DOE
AND JANE SMITH PUBLISHED IN 2024 wouLb Look LIke (DoE AND SMITH 2024).

\W/HEN CITING A DIRECT QUOTATION FROM A BOOK, INCLUDE THE PAGE NUMBER AFTER THE YEAR: (DoE 2024, 78). IF CITING AN
EDITOR INSTEAD OF AN AUTHOR, OR A CORPORATE AUTHOR, THE PRACTICE IS SIMILAR, USING THE NAME OF THE EDITOR OR THE
CORPORATE ENTITY AS THE “AUTHOR” IN THE CITATION. FOR EXAMPLE, (\W/ ORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 2023).

CITING JOURNAL ARTICLES

CITING JOURNAL ARTICLES USING THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM FOLLOWS THE SAME BASIC STRUCTURE: AUTHOR'S LAST NAME
AND THE PUBLICATION YEAR. FOR A TYPICAL JOURNAL ARTICLE, THIS wouLD 8 (Davis 2023).

\W/HEN QUOTING DIRECTLY FROM A JOURNAL ARTICLE, THE PAGE NUMBER IS MANDATORY. FOR INSTANCE: “ THE FINDINGS SUGGEST
A NOVEL THERAPEUTIC APPROACH (LeEe 2022, 112).” IF CITING AN ARTICLE WITH TWO AUTHORS, USE (GARCIA AND
RopriGUEZ 2023). FOR ARTICLES WITH THREE OR MORE AUTHORS, CHICAGO STYLE TYPICALLY LISTS ONLY THE FIRST
AUTHOR FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE YEAR: (THOMPSON ET AL. 2023).



CiTING WEBSITES AND ONLINE RESOURCES

CITING ONLINE RESOURCES CAN BE MORE COMPLEX DUE TO THE VARIABILITY OF INFORMATION AVAILABLE. THE PRIMARY GOAL IS
TO PROVIDE ENOUGH INFORMATION FOR THE READER TO LOCATE THE SOURCE. FOR WEBSITES WITH A CLEAR AUTHOR, USE THEIR
LAST NAME AND THE PUBLICATION YEAR. IF NO AUTHOR IS LISTED, USE THE NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION OR A SHORTENED
VERSION OF THE WEBSITE TITLE. FOR EXAMPLE, (NATIONAL PARKk Service 2023).

IF A SPECIFIC DATE OF PUBLICATION OR LAST UPDATE IS AVAILABLE, USE THAT YEAR. [F NO DATE IS PRESENT, AND THE
CONTENT APPEARS TO BE CURRENT, YOU MIGHT USE (N.D.) FOR “NO DATE.” HowEVER, CMOS GENERALLY ADVISES AGAINST
CITING UNDATED ONLINE MATERIAL UNLESS IT IS THE ONLY AVAILABLE OPTION AND IS CRUCIAL TO YOUR ARGUMENT. FOR DIRECT
QUOTES FROM WEB PAGES, PAGE NUMBERS ARE OFTEN UNAVAILABLE. IN SUCH CASES, IF SECTION HEADINGS OR PARAGRAPH
NUMBERS ARE PROVIDED ON THE PAGE, THESE CAN BE USED AS LOCATORS.

CiTiING OTHER SOURCE T YPES

THE PRINCIPLES EXTEND TO OTHER SOURCE TYPES. FOR REPORTS, USE THE AUTHORING ORGANIZATION OR INDIVIDUAL AUTHOR
AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION: (Pew ReseARcH CENTER 2023 ). FOR CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS, CITE THE AUTHOR OF THE
PAPER AND THE YEAR IT WAS PRESENTED OR PUBLISHED. FOR UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS, CITE THE AUTHOR AND THE YEAR OF
THE MANUSCRIPT IF AVAILABLE, OR INDICATE IT AS UNPUBLISHED.

\WHEN CITING INTERVIEWS, USE THE NAME OF THE INTERVIEWEE AND THE DATE THE INTERVIEW WAS CONDUCTED: (MILLER,
INTERVIEW BY JOHNSON, OCTOBER 26, 2023). THE SPECIFIC FORMAT CAN VARY DEPENDING ON WHETHER THE INTERVIEW IS
PUBLISHED, ARCHIVED, OR PERSONAL. ALWAYS CONSULT THE MOST CURRENT EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR
SPECIFIC GUIDANCE ON LESS COMMON SOURCE TYPES.

V ARIATIONS AND SPeciAaL CASES

THe CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE ACCOUNTS FOR NUMEROUS VARIATIONS AND SPECIAL CASES TO ENSURE ACCURATE AND
PRECISE CITATION. ONE COMMON SCENARIO IS CITING MULTIPLE WORKS WITHIN A SINGLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION. IN SUCH
CASES, LIST THE CITATIONS IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, SEPARATED BY SEMICOLONS: (ADAMs 2021;
Baker 2022; CHen 2020).

ANOTHER SITUATION INVOLVES CITING WORKS WITH NO AUTHOR. |F A WORK LACKS AN AUTHOR, USE THE TITLE OF THE WORK
IN PLACE OF THE AUTHOR'S NAME. IF THE TITLE IS LONG, A SHORTENED VERSION CAN BE USED, ENSURING IT IS CLEARLY
IDENTIFIABLE AND CORRESPONDS TO THE FULL TITLE IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. FOR EXAMPLE: (A GUIDE TO URBAN GARDENING
2023). FOR UNTITLED WORKS, A DESCRIPTIVE PHRASE MIGHT BE USED, ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS, LIKE (“ THE IMPACT OF
CLiMATE CHANGE” 2022).

W/HEN TO Use PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS

PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS ARE USED WHENEVER YOU INCORPORATE INFORMATION FROM AN EXTERNAL SOURCE INTO YOUR OWN
WRITING. THIS INCLUDES DIRECT QUOTATIONS, PARAPHRASED IDEAS, SUMMARIES, STATISTICS, AND ANY FACTUAL DATA THAT
IS NOT COMMON KNOWLEDGE. THE OBJECTIVE IS TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE ORIGIN OF ALL BORROWED MATERIAL AND AVOID
PLAGIARISM.

ESSENTIALLY, IF YOU DID NOT GENERATE THE INFORMATION YOURSELF THROUGH ORIGINAL THOUGHT OR RESEARCH, AND IT IS
NOT CONSIDERED GENERAL KNOWLEDGE WITHIN YOUR FIELD, IT REQUIRES A CITATION. THIS APPLIES TO BOTH PRINT AND DIGITAL
FORMATS, ENSURING THAT YOUR WORK IS BUILT ON A FOUNDATION OF CREDIBLE SCHOLARSHIP AND RESPECTFUL ATTRIBUTION.



EVEN WHEN YOU ARE SYNTHESIZING IDEAS FROM MULTIPLE SOURCES, EACH DISTINCT IDEA OR PIECE OF INFORMATION SHOULD BE
PROPERLY CREDITED.

AvoIDING COMMON MISTAKES

SEVERAL COMMON MISTAKES CAN UNDERMINE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS. ONE FREQUENT ERROR IS THE
INCONSISTENT USE OF THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. W/RITERS MIGHT SOMETIMES USE FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES FOR ONE SOURCE
AND PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS FOR ANOTHER, CREATING CONFUSION. IT'S ESSENTIAL TO SELECT ONE SYSTEM AND APPLY IT
UNIFORMLY THROUGHOUT THE DOCUMENT.

ANOTHER MISTAKE IS THE INCORRECT FORMATTING OF AUTHOR NAMES OR DATES, OR THE OMISSION OF NECESSARY INFORMATION
LIKE PAGE NUMBERS FOR DIRECT QUOTES. ENSURING THAT THE INFORMATION IN THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION PRECISELY
MATCHES THE CORRESPONDING ENTRY IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IS ALSO CRITICAL. MISSPELLINGS, INCORRECT YEARS, OR INCOMPLETE
ENTRIES IN EITHER LOCATION CAN MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR READERS TO FIND THE SOURCE, THUS DEFEATING THE PURPOSE OF
CITATION.

THE RoLE oF THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IN PARENTHETICAL CITATION

THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY <OR REFERENCE LIST> WORK IN TANDEM. THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION IS
THE IMMEDIATE POINTER, PROVIDING JUST ENOUGH INFORMATION TO GUIDE THE READER TO THE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY. THe
BIBLIOGRAPHY, WHICH APPEARS AT THE END OF YOUR PAPER, OFFERS COMPLETE DETAILS FOR EVERY SOURCE CITED IN THE TEXT,
ALLOWING READERS TO VERIFY YOUR SOURCES, EXPLORE THE TOPIC FURTHER, OR ACCESS THE ORIGINAL MATERIAL.

EACH PARENTHETICAL CITATION MUST HAVE A CORRESPONDING ENTRY IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, AND CONVERSELY, EVERY ITEM IN
THE BIBLIOGRAPHY SHOULD BE REFERENCED IN THE TEXT. THE STRUCTURE OF THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES WILL MIRROR THE
SOURCE TYPE AND FOLLOW CHICAGO STYLE FORMATTING PRECISELY, PROVIDING AUTHOR, TITLE, PUBLICATION DETAILS, AND
URL or DOl WHERE APPLICABLE. THIS COMPLETE LINKAGE ENSURES ACADEMIC RIGOR AND PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE RECORD
OF YOUR RESEARCH.

FAQ SEcTION

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION?

A: THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION, PARTICULARLY WITHIN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM,
IS TO PROVIDE IMMEDIATE, IN"TEXT ATTRIBUTION FOR BORROWED INFORMATION, ALLOWING READERS TO QUICKLY IDENTIFY THE
SOURCE OF THE MATERIAL AND LOCATE ITS FULL DETAILS IN THE ACCOMPANYING BIBLIOGRAPHY.

QI \W/HEN USING THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM ;, WHAT ARE THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
FOR A PARENTHETICAL CITATION?

A: THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR A PARENTHETICAL CITATION IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM ARE THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME
AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. FOR DIRECT QUOTATIONS, A PAGE NUMBER IS ALSO ESSENTIAL.

Q: How sHouLD | CITE A BOOK WITH NO AUTHOR USING CHICAGO STYLE
PARENTHETICAL CITATION?

A: IF A BOOK HAS NO AUTHOR, YOU SHOULD USE A SHORTENED VERSION OF THE TITLE IN PLACE OF THE AUTHOR'S NAME IN THE
PARENTHETICAL CITATION, FOLLOWED BY THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. FOR ExAMPLE: (“A HisTorY of...” 2021).



QI \WHAT IS THE CORRECT FORMAT FOR CITING TWO AUTHORS IN A CHICAGO STYLE
PARENTHETICAL CITATION?

A: WHEN CITING TWO AUTHORS IN A CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION, YOU LIST BOTH AUTHORS' LAST NAMES
CONNECTED BY AN AMPERSAND (§) FOLLOWED BY THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. FOR EXAMPLE: (SMITH § Jones 2023).

Q: How po | CITE A DIRECT QUOTATION FROM A WEBSITE THAT DOESN'T HAVE PAGE
NUMBERS?

A:IF A WEBSITE LACKS PAGE NUMBERS FOR A DIRECT QUOTATION, YOU SHOULD USE OTHER LOCATORS IF AVAILABLE, SUCH AS
SECTION HEADINGS OR PARAGRAPH NUMBERS. FOR EXAMPLE: (NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH, “RESEARCH METHODS,” PAR. 3).
IF NO SUCH LOCATORS EXIST, YOU MAY NEED TO DESCRIBE THE LOCATION WITHIN THE WEBPAGE.

Q: CaN | use “eT AL.” IN CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS?

A: YES, YoU CAN USE “ET AL.” IN CHICAGO STYLE PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS WHEN CITING WORKS WITH THREE OR MORE
AUTHORS. YOU LIST THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. FOR EXAMPLE:
(MILLER ET AL. 2022).

Q: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM AND THE
AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM USES FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES FOR CITATIONS AND A BIBLIOGRAPHY , WHILE THE
AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM USES PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS IN THE TEXT AND A REFERENCE LIST. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS
OFTEN PREFERRED IN SOCIAL AND NATURAL SCIENCES.

Q: WHAT sHouLD | DO IF | HAVE MULTIPLE WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR PUBLISHED IN
THE SAME YEAR?

A: IF YOU HAVE MULTIPLE WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR PUBLISHED IN THE SAME YEAR, YOU SHOULD APPEND A LOWERCASE
LETTER TO THE YEAR IN BOTH THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION AND THE CORRESPONDING BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY TO DISTINGUISH
THeM (£.G., 20234, 20238).

Q: How po | CITE AN EDITED BOOK USING THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IN CHICAGO
STYLE?

A: WHEN CITING AN EDITED BOOK, YOU TYPICALLY USE THE EDITOR’'S NAME IN PLACE OF THE AUTHOR IN THE PARENTHETICAL
CITATION, FOLLOWED BY “ED.” OR “EDS.” AND THE YEAR. FOR EXAMPLE: (HARRIS, ED., 2024). HOWEVER, ALWAYS CHECK THE
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS OF YOUR INSTITUTION OR PUBLICATION.

Q: IS IT ACCEPTABLE TO USE THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION AT THE BEGINNING OF A
SENTENCE IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: GENERALLY, PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS ARE PLACED AT THE END OF THE CLAUSE OR SENTENCE CONTAINING THE BORROWED
MATERIAL, IMMEDIATELY BEFORE THE FINAL PUNCTUATION. PLACING THEM AT THE BEGINNING OF A SENTENCE IS USUALLY NOT
STANDARD PRACTICE UNLESS THE AUTHOR'S NAME IS BEING INTRODUCED AS PART OF THE SENTENCE STRUCTURE, SUCH AS

” ACCORDING TO SMITH (2023 ), THE RESULTS WERE SIGNIFICANT.”
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