
chicago style parenthetical citation for
articles
chicago style parenthetical citation for articles is a fundamental aspect of academic and professional
writing, ensuring proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism. This guide delves deeply into the
intricacies of implementing Chicago style parenthetical citations specifically for journal articles,
magazine features, and other periodical sources. We will explore the core components of in-text
citations, the distinction between author-date and notes-bibliography systems, and the specific
formatting requirements for citing articles within these frameworks. Understanding these elements is
crucial for researchers, students, and anyone aiming to produce credible and ethically sound written
work. This comprehensive article will equip you with the knowledge to confidently cite your sources,
enhancing the authority and trustworthiness of your writing.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) outlines two primary citation systems: the author-date system
and the notes-bibliography system. Both are widely accepted in various academic disciplines, but
their application, particularly for in-text citations, differs significantly. While the core principles of
attribution remain the same, the method of indicating source information within the text varies.

The choice between these two systems often depends on the specific requirements of the publisher,
journal, or instructor. It is paramount to ascertain which system is preferred before beginning the
citation process. Both systems aim to provide readers with sufficient information to locate the original
source, thereby upholding academic integrity and allowing for verification of claims.

The Author-Date System for Articles

In the author-date system, parenthetical citations are embedded directly within the text, typically
appearing at the end of a sentence or clause that contains information drawn from a source. This
system is favored in some social sciences and natural sciences, offering a concise way to reference
sources as you write.



Core Components of Author-Date Citations

A standard author-date parenthetical citation for an article includes the author's last name and the
year of publication. For instance, if you are referencing an article by John Smith published in 2023, the
citation would appear as (Smith 2023).

When citing a specific passage, including the page number is essential. The format then becomes
(Smith 2023, 145). This level of detail ensures that readers can pinpoint the exact location of the
referenced information within the original article.

Handling Multiple Authors and No Author

Citing articles with multiple authors requires adhering to specific conventions. For two authors, list
both last names connected by an ampersand: (Smith & Jones 2023). For three or more authors, list
only the first author's last name followed by "et al.": (Smith et al. 2023).

In cases where an article lacks a clear author, you should use the title of the article, or a shortened
version of it, in place of the author's name. Enclose the title in quotation marks. For example, if an
article is titled "The Future of AI," the citation might be ("Future of AI" 2023, 78).

Direct Quotes and Paraphrasing in Author-Date

When using a direct quote, the page number is mandatory. The citation would look like this: (Smith
2023, 145). For paraphrased information or summaries, the page number is often optional but
recommended for clarity, especially when dealing with lengthy articles or specific ideas.

It's important to distinguish between quoting and paraphrasing. Direct quotes require exact wording
and quotation marks. Paraphrasing involves restating the author's ideas in your own words, still
requiring attribution to avoid plagiarism.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Articles

The notes-bibliography system, more common in the humanities, uses numbered footnotes or
endnotes for citations. While parenthetical citations are not the primary method for referencing within
the text, the principles of attribution are still crucial, and brief parenthetical notes can sometimes be
used for specific purposes.

Footnotes and Endnotes for Article Citations



In this system, a superscript number is placed at the end of a sentence or clause referencing a
source. This number corresponds to a footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote at the end of
the document. The full bibliographic information for the article is provided in these notes.

The first time an article is cited, the note will contain comprehensive bibliographic details. Subsequent
citations of the same source use a shortened note, typically including the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number.

Brief Parenthetical Notes in Notes-Bibliography System

While less common, brief parenthetical references can be employed within the notes-bibliography
system for specific clarifications or to direct readers to a particular section of a source. These are not
a substitute for the numbered notes but can supplement them.

For instance, a note might read: "See Smith, 'Article Title,' 150, for a discussion of this concept." The
parenthetical element here offers a quick reference to the specific page. The full citation would still be
present in the main note or bibliography.

Common Elements in Chicago Style Article Citations

Regardless of the chosen system, certain bibliographic elements are consistently required when citing
articles in Chicago style. These details ensure that your sources are easily identifiable and locatable
by your readers.

Essential Bibliographic Information

Author's full name (last name first for bibliography entries)

Title of the article (in quotation marks)

Title of the journal, magazine, or newspaper (italicized)

Volume and issue number (for scholarly journals)

Publication date (including month and day for magazines and newspapers)

Page numbers of the article

DOI or URL (if accessed online)



Gathering all this information accurately is the first step toward creating effective citations. Missing
details can hinder a reader's ability to find the source.

Distinguishing Between Scholarly Journals, Magazines, and
Newspapers

The formatting for article citations differs slightly based on the type of publication. Scholarly journal
articles, for instance, typically include volume and issue numbers, which are crucial for precise
identification.

Magazine and newspaper articles, on the other hand, are often identified by their publication date and
specific page numbers, as they are typically published more frequently and may not have the same
standardized volume/issue structure as academic journals.

Specific Examples for Article Citations

Illustrative examples are invaluable for understanding the practical application of Chicago style
parenthetical citation for articles. These examples cover various scenarios you might encounter when
conducting research.

Author-Date System Examples

Scholarly Journal Article:

In-text: (Johnson 2021, 78)

Bibliography entry: Johnson, Emily. "The Impact of Social Media on Adolescent Development."
Journal of Youth Studies 25, no. 3 (2021): 75-92.

Magazine Article:

In-text: (Williams 2022)

Bibliography entry: Williams, David. "Exploring the Amazon Rainforest." National Geographic,
October 2022, 45-55.



Notes-Bibliography System Examples

Scholarly Journal Article:

Footnote/Endnote (first reference): Emily Johnson, "The Impact of Social Media on Adolescent
Development," Journal of Youth Studies 25, no. 3 (2021): 78,
https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2021.1900000.

Footnote/Endnote (subsequent reference): Johnson, "Social Media," 85.

Bibliography entry: Johnson, Emily. "The Impact of Social Media on Adolescent Development."
Journal of Youth Studies 25, no. 3 (2021): 75-92.

Magazine Article:

Footnote/Endnote (first reference): David Williams, "Exploring the Amazon Rainforest," National
Geographic, October 2022, 45.

Footnote/Endnote (subsequent reference): Williams, "Amazon Rainforest," 52.

Bibliography entry: Williams, David. "Exploring the Amazon Rainforest." National Geographic,
October 2022, 45-55.

Mastering these examples will solidify your understanding of how to correctly cite various types of
articles using Chicago style parenthetical citation principles, ensuring clarity and accuracy in your
academic work.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of Chicago style parenthetical
citation for articles?
A: The primary purpose of Chicago style parenthetical citation for articles is to provide readers with
clear and concise attribution for the information used in your work, allowing them to easily locate the
original source and verify your claims, thereby preventing plagiarism and upholding academic
integrity.

Q: When would I use the author-date system versus the
notes-bibliography system for citing articles?
A: The author-date system is generally preferred in the social sciences and natural sciences and uses
brief in-text citations like (Author Year, page). The notes-bibliography system is more common in the
humanities and uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for citations, with brief parenthetical notes
sometimes used supplementally. The choice often depends on the discipline or publisher's guidelines.



Q: How do I cite an article with no author in Chicago style
parenthetical citation?
A: When an article has no author, you use the title of the article, or a shortened version of it, within
quotation marks in place of the author's name in your parenthetical citation. For example, ("Future of
AI" 2023, 78) or in a note, "Future of AI," 78.

Q: What information is crucial for citing a scholarly journal
article in Chicago style?
A: Crucial information for citing a scholarly journal article includes the author's name, the article title,
the journal title, the volume and issue number, the publication year, and the page numbers. If
accessed online, the DOI or URL is also important.

Q: How do I indicate page numbers in a Chicago style
parenthetical citation for an article?
A: Page numbers are indicated after the author and year (in the author-date system) separated by a
comma, like (Smith 2023, 145). In the notes-bibliography system, page numbers are included in the
footnote or endnote and can be referenced briefly in subsequent notes.

Q: Is it necessary to include a DOI or URL when citing online
articles in Chicago style?
A: Yes, it is highly recommended and often required to include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or
URL when citing articles accessed online. This provides a stable and direct link for readers to access
the original source.

Q: How do I handle citing the same article multiple times in
Chicago style?
A: In the author-date system, you simply repeat the same parenthetical citation (Author Year, page)
each time you reference the source. In the notes-bibliography system, after the first full citation,
subsequent citations of the same source are shortened, typically including the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number.

Q: Can I use quotation marks for article titles in Chicago style
parenthetical citations?
A: In the author-date system, the article title is generally not included within the parenthetical citation
itself; only the author's name and year (and page, if applicable) are used. Article titles are placed in
quotation marks in the bibliography and in footnotes/endnotes in the notes-bibliography system.
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