chicago style paraphrasing rules for citing

chicago style paraphrasing rules for citing are essential for academic integrity and clear
communication, ensuring that borrowed ideas are properly attributed. This guide delves deeply into
the nuances of paraphrasing within the Chicago Manual of Style, distinguishing it from direct
quotation and emphasizing the importance of original thought and careful integration of source
material. We will explore the fundamental principles of effective paraphrasing, including how to
accurately rephrase content, avoid accidental plagiarism, and construct appropriate in-text citations
and bibliographical entries. Understanding these Chicago style paraphrasing rules for citing is
crucial for students and researchers across disciplines, fostering a robust and ethical approach to
scholarly work.
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Understanding Paraphrasing in Chicago Style

Paraphrasing, at its core, involves restating someone else's ideas or information in your own words
and sentence structure. In Chicago style, this process is not merely about changing a few words; it
requires a deep comprehension of the source material and a genuine effort to convey that meaning
through your unique voice. It is a critical skill that allows writers to synthesize information from
multiple sources, integrate evidence seamlessly, and demonstrate their understanding of complex
topics. Unlike direct quotation, paraphrasing aims to distill the essence of a passage while adhering
to your text's flow and style.

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) places significant emphasis on acknowledging the origin of all
ideas that are not your own, whether they are presented as direct quotes or paraphrases. Effective
paraphrasing demonstrates intellectual engagement with the source material, showing that you have
processed and understood the information sufficiently to re-articulate it. This distinguishes scholarly
work from mere compilation. Failing to properly paraphrase and cite can lead to serious accusations
of academic dishonesty, making a thorough understanding of these rules paramount for any writer
utilizing Chicago style.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Paraphrasing



The fundamental principle guiding Chicago style paraphrasing is the obligation to give credit to the
original author. This means meticulously tracking your sources and ensuring that every piece of
information, concept, or argument that originates from another work is clearly attributed. The goal
is to inform your reader about the provenance of the ideas you are presenting, allowing them to
consult the original source if they wish to explore the topic further.

Another crucial principle is the necessity of rephrasing significantly. Simply rearranging words or
substituting synonyms without altering the sentence structure is considered plagiarism. Chicago
style requires that you understand the original meaning and then express it using your vocabulary
and grammatical constructions. This demonstrates your own cognitive processing of the material,
not just your ability to copy and modify.

Accurate Representation of Source Material

Accuracy is paramount when paraphrasing in Chicago style. Your rephrased text must faithfully
represent the original author's meaning, intent, and any nuances present in the source.
Misrepresenting an author's argument, even unintentionally, undermines the integrity of your work
and can distort the reader's understanding of the source material. Before you begin to write your
paraphrase, ensure you have a clear and comprehensive grasp of the original passage.

Originality in Expression

While the ideas must be attributed, the expression of those ideas in your paraphrase should be
original. This means crafting new sentences and employing your own writing style. Avoid closely
following the sentence structure or word order of the original. If a particular phrasing is unique and
essential to the author's point, you may need to consider using a direct quotation instead, followed
by a citation.

Crafting Effective Paraphrases

Creating an effective paraphrase involves several distinct steps designed to ensure accuracy and
originality. It’s a process that demands careful attention and critical thinking to move beyond
superficial word changes and achieve true reinterpretation.

Read and Understand the Source Material

Before attempting to paraphrase, read the passage you intend to use multiple times. Focus on
understanding the main idea, the supporting details, and the author's overall argument. Ask
yourself: "What is the author trying to say here?" and "What is the significance of this information in
the context of my own research?" A thorough understanding is the bedrock of a successful
paraphrase.



Put the Source Away and Write in Your Own Words

Once you feel confident in your understanding, set the original text aside. Then, try to explain the
idea or information as if you were teaching it to someone else. This technique encourages you to use
your own vocabulary and sentence structure, naturally leading to a more original rephrasing. Avoid
looking back at the original text as much as possible during this initial writing phase.

Compare Your Paraphrase to the Original

After drafting your paraphrase, compare it closely with the original source. Check for any instances
where your wording is too similar to the original's. Ensure that you have not accidentally retained
specific phrases or sentence structures without attribution. Also, verify that you have accurately
conveyed the original meaning without introducing your own interpretations or biases, unless that is
your explicit analytical goal and it is clearly stated.

Incorporate Your Paraphrase Smoothly

A well-integrated paraphrase flows seamlessly into your own writing. It should not feel like an
abrupt insertion. Use transitional phrases and sentences to connect the paraphrased material to
your own ideas and arguments. Introduce the paraphrase with a clear indication of its source, often
through a signal phrase.

Integrating Paraphrases into Your Writing

The integration of paraphrased material is as important as the paraphrasing itself. A paraphrase
should serve your argument, not interrupt it. Effective integration ensures that the borrowed ideas
support your thesis and contribute to the overall coherence of your work.

Using Signal Phrases

Signal phrases, such as "According to [Author's Last Name]," "[Author's Last Name] argues that," or
"As stated by [Author's Last Name]," help introduce paraphrased or quoted material. These phrases

clearly indicate to the reader that the information that follows comes from an external source. They

also help to establish the authority of the source and how it relates to your own claims.

Maintaining Your Voice and Flow

Your writing should maintain its own voice and narrative flow, even when incorporating paraphrased
material. Paraphrases should be woven into your text naturally, fitting the rhythm and style of your
prose. Avoid stringing together multiple paraphrases without your own analysis or commentary in
between.



Contextualizing the Paraphrased Information

Simply presenting a paraphrase is often insufficient. You need to explain its relevance and
significance to your argument. How does this paraphrased information support your point? What
does it reveal about the topic you are discussing? Providing this context demonstrates your critical
engagement with the source material and strengthens your own writing.

Chicago Style In-Text Citation for Paraphrases

Chicago style offers two primary systems for in-text citation: the notes-bibliography system and the
author-date system. Both systems require that paraphrased material be cited to give credit to the
original author.

The Notes-Bibliography System

In the notes-bibliography system, paraphrases are typically cited using a superscript number placed
at the end of the sentence or clause containing the paraphrased information, immediately before any
punctuation. This number corresponds to a footnote or an endnote on the same page or at the end of
the document, respectively. The note provides the full bibliographic information for the source, or a
shortened version for subsequent citations of the same source.

e Initial citation in a note will include full publication details.

e Subsequent citations of the same source in a note will use a shortened form, typically
including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

The Author-Date System

In the author-date system, paraphrases are cited directly within the text by including the author's
last name and the year of publication, usually enclosed in parentheses. If the author's name is
mentioned in the sentence, only the year needs to be included in parentheses. For paraphrases,
while page numbers are not strictly required by the author-date system, their inclusion is highly
recommended by many style guides, including CMOS, to help readers locate the specific information
within the source, especially when dealing with lengthy texts or specific arguments.

e Example: (Smith 2020)

e Example with page number: (Smith 2020, 45)

Regardless of the system used, the crucial element is clear attribution of the paraphrased idea to its
original source, ensuring readers can trace the information back to its origin.



Bibliographical Entries for Paraphrased Sources

Whether you use the notes-bibliography system or the author-date system, a comprehensive
bibliography (or reference list) is required at the end of your work. This list provides full publication
details for every source cited in your text, including those that have been paraphrased.

Formatting Bibliography Entries

The format of a bibliography entry in Chicago style depends on the type of source (book, journal
article, website, etc.). However, common elements include the author's name (last name first), title
of the work, publication information (city, publisher, year for books; journal title, volume, issue,
date, and pages for articles), and any relevant URLs or access dates for online sources.

e For a Book: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City: Publisher, Year.

e For a Journal Article: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page numbers. DOI or URL if applicable.

The bibliography serves as a complete record of the sources consulted and used, allowing your
readers to verify your research and explore the topics further.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style
Paraphrasing

Navigating the complexities of paraphrasing can lead to common errors if not approached with care.
Awareness of these pitfalls can significantly improve the quality and academic integrity of your
writing.

Patchwriting

Patchwriting, also known as mosaic plagiarism, occurs when you change only a few words or
rearrange phrases from the original text without fundamentally altering the sentence structure or
meaning. This is a common mistake and is considered plagiarism. It demonstrates a lack of true
rephrasing and a failure to engage with the material in your own voice.

Over-reliance on the Original Structure

Even when you use your own words, if the sentence structure closely mirrors the original, it can still
be problematic. Chicago style encourages a complete transformation of the original text's
organization into your own. This requires a deep understanding and ability to reconstruct the idea
from the ground up.



Introducing Misinformation

As mentioned earlier, inaccurately representing the source's meaning is a serious issue. This can
happen when you misunderstand the original text, or when your attempt to simplify complex ideas
inadvertently distorts them. Always double-check that your paraphrase accurately reflects the
author's original intent and information.

Forgetting to Cite

The most fundamental error is failing to cite a source when you have paraphrased its ideas. Even if
you have done an excellent job of rephrasing, the intellectual property still belongs to the original
author. Every paraphrase requires a corresponding in-text citation and a full entry in your
bibliography.

When to Use Paraphrasing vs. Direct Quotation

Deciding whether to paraphrase or use a direct quotation depends on the specific purpose and
context of your writing. Both have their strengths and are valuable tools for supporting your
arguments.

When to Paraphrase

e When you want to explain a complex idea from a source in your own words, making it more
accessible to your audience.

e When you need to integrate information from a source smoothly into your text without
disrupting the flow with a direct quote.

e When the specific wording of the source is not as important as the idea or information it
conveys.

e When you want to summarize a longer passage or an entire article to highlight key points
relevant to your argument.

When to Use Direct Quotations

e When the original wording is particularly impactful, memorable, or eloquently stated.
e When you are analyzing the author's specific language, tone, or style.

e When the precise phrasing is critical to the argument or definition being presented.



e When you want to use the author's exact words to lend authority or avoid misinterpretation.

Ultimately, the choice should serve your overall purpose and contribute effectively to your own
analytical framework.

Advanced Chicago Style Paraphrasing Considerations

Beyond the basic rules, there are advanced considerations that elevate your paraphrasing and
citation practices to a higher level of scholarly rigor.

Paraphrasing Figurative Language and Technical Terms

When dealing with highly specialized jargon or striking figurative language, direct quotation might
sometimes be more appropriate to preserve the author's unique expression. However, if you must
paraphrase, ensure you have a precise understanding and can convey the technical meaning
accurately in your own terms, or explain the figurative language clearly.

Handling Complex Arguments

Complex arguments from a source may require multiple paraphrases or a combination of
paraphrasing and quotation to convey the entirety of the author's point. Break down the argument
into its constituent parts, paraphrase each part accurately, and then synthesize them within your
own narrative, ensuring each component is properly cited.

Self-Citation and Previous Works

When referring to your own previously published work, Chicago style still requires clear attribution,
although the mechanics differ slightly. You would typically refer to your prior publication in the text
and, if necessary, provide a footnote or endnote explaining this. This maintains transparency about
the origin of ideas, even your own.

The Ethical Imperative of Proper Citation

The adherence to Chicago style paraphrasing rules for citing is fundamentally an ethical obligation.
It is about respecting intellectual property, acknowledging the contributions of others, and building
a foundation of trust with your readers. By meticulously citing your sources, you demonstrate your
commitment to academic honesty and contribute to a scholarly environment where ideas can be
shared and built upon responsibly.

Proper paraphrasing and citation are not mere bureaucratic hurdles; they are integral to the process
of scholarly discourse. They allow for the robust exchange of ideas while ensuring that the original



creators of those ideas receive due credit. A commitment to these principles enhances the credibility
of your own work and upholds the integrity of the academic community.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between paraphrasing and
summarizing in Chicago style?

A: In Chicago style, paraphrasing involves restating a specific passage from a source in your own
words and sentence structure, focusing on conveying the detailed meaning of that passage.
Summarizing, on the other hand, condenses the main points of a larger work or section into a brief
overview, using your own words. Both require citation, but paraphrasing is more detailed and
focused on a smaller segment of text.

Q: If I use the same source multiple times in a paragraph, do I
need a citation for every paraphrase?

A: Yes, in Chicago style, it is best practice to cite every paraphrase, even if they come from the same
source and appear within the same paragraph. While subsequent citations of the same source in the
notes-bibliography system can be shortened, each distinct idea or piece of information borrowed
requires attribution to ensure clarity and avoid any potential for misinterpretation.

Q: Can I paraphrase an image or a chart in Chicago style?

A: Yes, you can paraphrase or describe the information presented in an image, chart, or table. When
doing so, you must still provide a citation to the original source of that visual data. For images, it's

common to include a caption with a number and title, followed by a note or in-text citation. For data
presented in charts or tables, you would cite the source from which you obtained the chart or table.

Q: What happens if I forget to cite a paraphrased idea in my
Chicago style paper?

A: Forgetting to cite a paraphrased idea in Chicago style constitutes plagiarism, which is a serious
academic offense. It involves presenting someone else's work or ideas as your own without proper
attribution. Consequences can range from a failing grade on the assignment to more severe
academic penalties, depending on the institution's policies.

Q: How do I know if I have paraphrased too closely to the
original text in Chicago style?

A: You have likely paraphrased too closely if your wording, sentence structure, or arrangement of
ideas significantly mirrors the original source, even if you have changed a few words. The best way
to check is to compare your paraphrase side-by-side with the original. If it reads like a slightly
altered version of the original, you need to rephrase more thoroughly.



Q: Is it acceptable to use synonyms to paraphrase in Chicago
style?

A: Simply replacing words with synonyms without altering the sentence structure or overall meaning
is not sufficient for proper paraphrasing in Chicago style. True paraphrasing requires a complete
rephrasing of the idea using your own vocabulary and sentence construction, demonstrating that you
have understood and processed the information.

Q: When using the author-date system in Chicago, are page
numbers mandatory for paraphrases?

A: While the author-date system primarily focuses on author and year, Chicago Manual of Style
strongly recommends including page numbers for paraphrases, especially when referring to specific
ideas or arguments from a longer work. Including page numbers helps readers locate the exact
information within the source, enhancing clarity and scholarship.

Q: How should I cite a paraphrase if the original source has no
publication date?

A: If a source lacks a publication date in Chicago style, you typically use "n.d." (for "no date") in
place of the year in your citations. For example, an in-text citation might appear as (Smith n.d.), and
a bibliography entry would also indicate "n.d." where the year would normally be. Ensure
consistency with this convention throughout your work.
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