CHICAGO STYLE PARAPHRASING FOR ESSAYS

MASTERING CHICAGO STYLE PARAPHRASING FOR Essays: A CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

CHICAGO STYLE PARAPHRASING FOR ESSAYS IS A CRITICAL SKILL FOR ACADEMIC WRITERS, ALLOWING THEM TO EFFECTIVELY
INTEGRATE SOURCE MATERIAL INTO THEIR WORK WHILE MAINTAINING ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND DEMONSTRATING THEIR
UNDERSTANDING. THIS GUIDE WILL DELVE INTO THE NUANCES OF PARAPHRASING WITHIN THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE,
COVERING ITS FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES, PRACTICAL TECHNIQUES, AND COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID. WE WILL EXPLORE HOW
TO ACCURATELY REPHRASE IDEAS, CITE SOURCES CORRECTLY USING BOTH NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY, AND DISTINGUISH
PARAPHRASING FROM QUOTING AND SUMMARIZING. UNDERSTANDING THESE ELEMENTS IS ESSENTIAL FOR PRODUCING WELL-
RESENGTHENED, ORIGINAL ACADEMIC ARGUMENTS.

UNDERSTANDING THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF CHICAGO STYLE PARAPHRASING

THE ART OF REPHRASING: TECHNIQUES FOR EFFECTIVE PARAPHRASING
DISTINGUISHING PARAPHRASING FROM QUOTING AND SUMMARIZING IN CHICAGO STYLE
INTEGRATING PARAPHRASED CONTENT WITH CHICAGO STYLE CITATIONS

CoMMoN MISTAKES To Avolb IN CHICAGO STYLE PARAPHRASING

WHEN TO PARAPHRASE: STRATEGIC USE IN ACADEMIC W/RITING

UNDERSTANDING THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF CHICAGO STYLE PARAPHRASING

PARAPHRASING IN CHICAGO STYLE, AS IN ANY CITATION SYSTEM, IS FUNDAMENTALLY ABOUT CONVEYING AN AUTHOR'S IDEAS IN
YOUR OWN WORDS AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE. |T REQUIRES A DEEP COMPREHENSION OF THE ORIGINAL TEXT, FOLLOWED BY A
SKILLFUL REINTERPRETATION WITHOUT ALTERING THE ORIGINAL MEANING. THIS PROCESS IS NOT MERELY ABOUT SWAPPING OUT
A FEW WORDS; IT INVOLVES A FUNDAMENTAL RESTRUCTURING OF SENTENCES AND THE SELECTION OF ALTERNATIVE
VOCABULARY TO DEMONSTRATE GENUINE ENGAGEMENT WITH THE SOURCE MATERIAL. THE GOAL IS TO SEAMLESSLY WEAVE THE
BORROWED IDEAS INTO YOUR OWN NARRATIVE, MAKING THEM AN INTEGRAL PART OF YOUR ARGUMENT.

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE EMPHASIZES ACCURACY AND ATTRIBUTION. W/HEN YOU PARAPHRASE, YOU ARE STILL
OBLIGATED TO GIVE CREDIT TO THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR. THIS IS CRUCIAL FOR AVOIDING PLAGIARISM AND FOR ALLOWING YOUR
READERS TO LOCATE THE SOURCE IF THEY WISH TO EXPLORE IT FURTHER. THE ACCURACY REQUIREMENT MEANS THAT YOUR
REPHRASED CONTENT MUST FAITHFULLY REPRESENT THE AUTHOR'S ORIGINAL INTENT AND MEANING. ANY DISTORTION OR
MISREPRESENTATION, INTENTIONAL OR NOT, UNDERMINES THE CREDIBILITY OF YOUR WORK AND THE INTEGRITY OF YOUR
ACADEMIC ENDEAVOR.

Key COMPONENTS OF EFFECTIVE PARAPHRASING

EFFECTIVE CHICAGO STYLE PARAPHRASING HINGES ON SEVERAL KEY COMPONENTS. FIRSTLY, IT NECESSITATES A THOROUGH
UNDERSTANDING OF THE SOURCE TEXT. YOU CANNOT EFFECTIVELY REPHRASE SOMETHING YOU DON'T FULLY GRASP. THIS
INVOLVES READING THE PASSAGE CAREFULLY, IDENTIFYING THE MAIN POINTS, AND UNDERSTANDING THE SUPPORTING DETAILS.
SECONDLY/ IT REQUIRES A COMMAND OF LANGUAGE, ENABLING YOU TO EXPRESS COMPLEX IDEAS IN YOUR OWN UNIQUE
PHRASING. THIS MEANS AVOIDING SIMPLY REARRANGING WORDS OR USING A THESAURUS EXCESSIVELY, WHICH CAN RESULT IN
AWKWARD OR INACCURATE SENTENCES.

THIRDLY/ SUCCESSFUL PARAPHRASING INVOLVES MAINTAINING THE ORIGINAL MEANING WHILE ALTERING THE STRUCTURE AND
WORDING. THIS IS WHERE THE TRUE SKILL LIES. YOU ARE NOT CREATING NEW IDEAS, BUT RATHER PRESENTING EXISTING ONES
THROUGH YOUR OWN LINGUISTIC LENS. FINALLY, AND CRITICALLY IN THE CONTEXT OF CHICAGO STYLE, IS THE IMPERATIVE OF
PROPER CITATION. EVERY PARAPHRASED IDEA MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A CLEAR AND ACCURATE IN-TEXT CITATION,
TYPICALLY A NOTE, AND FULLY DETAILED IN YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY.



THE ART OF REPHRASING: TECHNIQUES FOR EFFECTIVE PARAPHRASING

MASTERING THE ART OF REPHRASING IS CENTRAL TO SUCCESSFUL CHICAGO STYLE PARAPHRASING. |T INVOLVES A MULTI-
FACETED APPROACH THAT GOES BEYOND SUPERFICIAL WORD CHANGES. THE PRIMARY TECHNIQUE IS TO READ THE ORIGINAL
PASSAGE MULTIPLE TIMES UNTIL YOU ARE CONFIDENT YOU UNDERSTAND ITS CORE MESSAGE AND NUANCES. THEN, PUT THE
ORIGINAL TEXT ASIDE AND TRY TO EXPLAIN THE IDEA IN YOUR OWN WORDS, AS IF YOU WERE EXPLAINING IT TO SOMEONE WHO
HASN'T READ THE SOURCE. THIS “BRAIN DUMP" OFTEN REVEALS YOUR TRUE UNDERSTANDING AND HELPS YOU FORMULATE YOUR
OWN SENTENCE STRUCTURES.

ANOTHER EFFECTIVE TECHNIQUE IS TO BREAK DOWN THE ORIGINAL SENTENCE OR PARAGRAPH INTO SMALLER COMPONENTS.
IDENTIFY THE SUBJECT, VERB, AND OBJECT, AND THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DIFFERENT CLAUSES. ONCE YOU HAVE A CLEAR
GRASP OF THESE ELEMENTS, YOU CAN RECONSTRUCT THE INFORMATION USING ENTIRELY DIFFERENT GRAMMATICAL STRUCTURES.
For INSTANCE, A PASSIVE VOICE SENTENCE CAN BE CONVERTED TO ACTIVE VOICE, OR A COMPLEX SENTENCE CAN BE DIVIDED
INTO TWO SIMPLER ONES. THIS DELIBERATE MANIPULATION OF SENTENCE STRUCTURE IS KEY TO AVOIDING ACCIDENTAL
PLAGIARISM.

UTILIZING SYNONYMS AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE V ARIATION

THE JUDICIOUS USE OF SYNONYMS IS A TOOL IN THE PARAPHRASING ARSENAL, BUT IT SHOULD BE EMPLOYED WITH CAUTION.
SIMPLY SUBSTITUTING WORDS WITH THEIR DICTIONARY EQUIVALENTS CAN LEAD TO AWKWARD PHRASING OR A SUBTLE SHIFT IN
MEANING. |NSTEAD, SELECT SYNONYMS THAT FIT THE CONTEXT AND TONE OF YOUR ESSAY. MORE IMPORTANTLY, FOCUS ON
VARYING SENTENCE STRUCTURE. THIS INVOLVES CHANGING THE ORDER OF PHRASES, COMBINING SHORT SENTENCES, OR SPLITTING
LONG ONES. For EXAMPLE, A SENTENCE STARTING WITH A DEPENDENT CLAUSE CAN BE REWRITTEN WITH THE INDEPENDENT CLAUSE
FIRST.

CONSIDER THE ORIGINAL SENTENCE: “DUE TO THE UNPRECEDENTED ECONOMIC DOWNTURN, CONSUMER SPENDING DRASTICALLY
DECREASED.” YOU COULD PARAPHRASE THIS BY: “CONSUMER SPENDING SAW A SIGNIFICANT DECLINE, A CONSEQUENCE OF THE
ECONOMIC SITUATION'S SEVERITY.” THIS REVISED SENTENCE USES DIFFERENT VOCABULARY (”SIGNIFICANT DECLINE,”

" CONSEQUENCE,” “SEVERITY") AND ALTERS THE SENTENCE STRUCTURE, PRESENTING THE SAME INFORMATION IN A NEW WAY.

DISTINGUISHING PARAPHRASING FROM QUOTING AND SUMMARIZING IN
CHICAGO STYLE

W/HILE ALL THREE METHODS — PARAPHRASING, QUOTING, AND SUMMARIZING — INVOLVE INCORPORATING SOURCE MATERIAL INTO
YOUR WORK, THEY SERVE DISTINCT PURPOSES AND REQUIRE DIFFERENT APPROACHES, ESPECIALLY WITHIN THE CHICAGO STYLE
FRAMEWORK. UNDERST ANDING THESE DISTINCTIONS IS CRUCIAL FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND EFFECTIVE WRITING.
PARAPHRASING RESTATES A SPECIFIC PASSAGE OF TEXT IN YOUR OWN WORDS AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE, TYPICALLY
MAINTAINING A SIMILAR LENGTH TO THE ORIGINAL. |T IS USED WHEN YOU WANT TO INCORPORATE AN IDEA OR PIECE OF
INFORMATION FROM A SOURCE WITHOUT USING THE AUTHOR'S EXACT WORDING.

QUOTING, ON THE OTHER HAND, INVOLVES USING THE AUTHOR'S EXACT WORDS, ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS. THIS IS
RESERVED FOR INSTANCES WHERE THE ORIGINAL WORDING IS PARTICULARLY IMPACTFUL, UNIQUE, OR ESSENTIAL TO YOUR
ARGUMENT. DIRECT QUOTES SHOULD BE USED SPARINGLY AND INTEGRATED SMOOTHLY INTO YOUR OWN SENTENCES.
SUMMARIZINGI CONVERSELY, INVOLVES CONDENSING THE MAIN IDEAS OF A LARGER SECTION OF TEXT, SUCH AS A WHOLE
PARAGRAPH, CHAPTER, OR EVEN AN ENTIRE BOOK, INTO A MUCH SHORTER STATEMENT IN YOUR OWN \WORDS. |T FOCUSES ON THE
OVERARCHING MESSAGE RATHER THAN SPECIFIC DETAILS.



\YW/HEN TO EMPLOY EACH METHOD

THE DECISION OF WHEN TO PARAPHRASE, QUOTE, OR SUMMARIZE DEPENDS ON YOUR SPECIFIC RHETORICAL GOALS. You wouLD
PARAPHRASE WHEN YOU NEED TO CONVEY A SPECIFIC PIECE OF INFORMATION FROM A SOURCE, BUT THE ORIGINAL WORDING ISN'T
CRUCIAL, AND YOU WANT TO INTEGRATE IT SEAMLESSLY INTO YOUR OWN PROSE. THIS IS OFTEN THE MOST COMMON METHOD
FOR INCORPORATING FACTUAL DATA OR ESTABLISHED CONCEPTS. QUOTING IS BEST EMPLOYED WHEN THE AUTHOR'S PRECISE
LANGUAGE IS SIGNIFICANT—PERHAPS IT'S A FOUNDATIONAL DEFINITION, A PARTICULARLY ELOQUENT STATEMENT, OR A
STATEMENT THAT MIGHT BE MISINTERPRETED IF REPHRASED.

SUMMARIZING IS IDEAL WHEN YOU NEED TO PROVIDE CONTEXT OR BACKGROUND INFORMATION FROM A SOURCE WITHOUT
GETTING BOGGED DOWN IN THE DETAILS OF EVERY POINT. |T HELPS TO PROVIDE A BROAD OVERVIEW OF AN AUTHOR'S
ARGUMENT OR FINDINGS, ALLOWING YOU TO MOVE EFFICIENTLY TO YOUR OWN ANALYSIS. EACH METHOD REQUIRES PROPER
CITATION IN CHICAGO STYLE, WHETHER THROUGH ENDNOTES/FOOTNOTES AND A BIBLIOGRAPHY OR THROUGH AUTHOR-DATE
CITATIONS AND A REFERENCE LIST.

INTEGRATING PARAPHRASED CONTENT WITH CHICAGO STYLE CITATIONS

INTEGRATING PARAPHRASED CONTENT EFFECTIVELY INTO YOUR ESSAY WITHIN THE CHICAGO STYLE REQUIRES METICULOUS
ATTENTION TO CITATION. CHICAGO STYLE OFFERS TWO PRIMARY CITATION SYSTEMS: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM AND
THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. FOR PARAPHRASING, BOTH SYSTEMS DEMAND THAT YOU CLEARLY INDICATE THE SOURCE OF THE
IDEA. IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, THIS IS TYPICALLY DONE WITH A FOOTNOTE OR ENDNOTE AT THE END OF THE
PARAPHRASED SENTENCE OR CLAUSE. THIS NOTE WILL CONTAIN THE NECESSARY BIBLIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION, OFTEN
ABBREVIATED FOR SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS.

IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, PARAPHRASED IDEAS ARE FOLLOWED BY AN IN-TEXT CITATION IN PARENTHESES, USUALLY
INCLUDING THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, AND THE PAGE NUMBER(S) FROM WHICH THE INFORMATION
WAS DRAWN. FOR INSTANCE, (SMITH 2020, 45). REGARDLESS OF THE SYSTEM USED, THE CRUCIAL ELEMENT IS THAT EVERY
INSTANCE OF BORROWED THOUGHT, EVEN IF REPHRASED, MUST BE ATTRIBUTED TO ITS ORIGINAL SOURCE. THIS IS NON-
NEGOTIABLE FOR AVOIDING PLAGIARISM.

FooTNoTES/ENDNOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY IN CHICAGO STYLE

\W/HEN USING THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, YOUR FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES SERVE AS THE IMMEDIATE IN-TEXT CITATION.
THE FIRST TIME YOU CITE A SOURCE, THE NOTE WILL CONTAIN FULL BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS. SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF THE
SAME SOURCE WILL USE A SHORTENED FORM. FOR EXAMPLE:

® FIRST CITATION: JOHN SMITH, THE HisTory oF Ipeas (CHICAGO: UNIVERSITY ofF CHicaco Press, 2020), 45.

® SUBSEQUENT CITATION: SMITH, HISTORY OF IDEAS, 112.

THIS IS FOLLOWED BY A COMPREHENSIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END OF YOUR ESSAY, LISTING ALL SOURCES CONSULTED IN
ALPHABETICAL ORDER. THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY PROVIDES COMPLETE PUBLICATION DETAILS, ALLOWING READERS TO EASILY
LOCATE THE ORIGINAL WORK. FOR PARAPHRASED MATERIAL, THE PAGE NUMBER IN THE FOOTNOTE/ENDNOTE IS PARTICULARLY
IMPORTANT, AS IT PINPOINTS THE EXACT LOCATION OF THE IDEA WITHIN THE SOURCE.

AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS AND REFERENCE LISTS

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, OFTEN PREFERRED IN CERTAIN DISCIPLINES, USES BRIEF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS WITHIN THE TEXT.



\WHEN YOU PARAPHRASE AN IDEA, YOU WOULD INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S SURNAME, THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, AND THE
RELEVANT PAGE NUMBER(S) IN PARENTHESES: (SMITH 2020, 45). THIS SYSTEM REQUIRES A REFERENCE LIST AT THE END OF THE
ESSAY, FORMATTED IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY AUTHOR’'S LAST NAME. EACH ENTRY IN THE REFERENCE LIST PROVIDES THE FULL
PUBLICATION DETAILS FOR THE CITED WORK.

EXAMPLE OF AN AUTHOR-DATE CITATION FOR PARAPHRASED CONTENT:

o THE ECONOMIC IMPACT WAS SIGNIFICANT, LEADING TO A DECLINE IN CONSUMER CONFIDENCE (Jones 2019, 78).

THE CORRESPONDING REFERENCE LIST ENTRY WOULD BE:

e Jones, EMILY. 2019. Economic Trenps AND CONSUMER BEHA vior. NEw Y ORk: ACADEMIC PUBLISHING.

BoTH SYSTEMS, WHEN USED CORRECTLY FOR PARAPHRASING, ENSURE THAT YOUR READERS CAN TRACE THE ORIGIN OF THE IDEAS
YOU PRESENT AND THAT YOU ARE GIVING PROPER CREDIT TO THE ORIGINAL AUTHORS.

CoMMoN MisTAkes To Avolb IN CHICAGO STYLE PARAPHRASING

ONE OF THE MOST PREVALENT MISTAKES IN CHICAGO STYLE PARAPHRASING IS ”PATCH\X/RITING,“ WHICH INVOLVES TAKING A
SENTENCE OR PARAGRAPH FROM A SOURCE AND CHANGING ONLY A FEW WORDS OR REARRANGING THE ORDER OF PHRASES
WITHOUT TRULY REPHRASING. THIS IS STILL CONSIDERED PLAGIARISM BECAUSE THE CORE SENTENCE STRUCTURE AND SIGNIFICANT
PORTIONS OF THE ORIGINAL WORDING REMAIN INTACT. ANOTHER COMMON ERROR IS MISINTERPRETING THE ORIGINAL TEXT. IF YOU
DON'T FULLY UNDERSTAND WHAT THE AUTHOR IS SAYING, YOUR PARAPHRASE WILL LIKELY BE INACCURATE, DISTORTING THE
ORIGINAL MEANING.

FAILING TO CITE PARAPHRASED MATERIAL IS, OF COURSE, THE MOST CRITICAL MISTAKE, LEADING TO ACCUSATIONS OF
PLAGIARISM. EVEN IF YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE REPHRASED EXTENSIVELY, IF THE IDEA IS NOT YOUR OWN, IT MUST BE ATTRIBUTED.
OVER-RELIANCE ON SYNONYMS WITHOUT ALTERING SENTENCE STRUCTURE IS ALSO PROBLEMATIC. SIMPLY SWAPPING WORDS
WITH A THESAURUS OFTEN RESULTS IN AWKW ARD, UNNATURAL PHRASING AND DOESN'T DEMONSTRATE GENUINE COMPREHENSION
OR ORIGINAL THOUGHT. FINALLY, MAKING THE PARAPHRASE TOO SIMILAR IN LENGTH TO THE ORIGINAL CAN BE A RED FLAG,
SUGGESTING THAT THE WRITER MAY NOT HAVE TRULY INTERNALIZED AND REPROCESSED THE INFORMATION.

ENSURING ORIGINALITY AND AVOIDING ACCIDENTAL PLAGIARISM

T O ENSURE ORIGINALITY AND AVOID ACCIDENTAL PLAGIARISM, SEVERAL PROACTIVE STRATEGIES CAN BE EMPLOYED. THe “rREAD
AND REMOVE” TECHNIQUE IS HIGHLY EFFECTIVE: READ THE SOURCE PASSAGE, UNDERSTAND IT, PUT IT AWAY, AND THEN WRITE
YOUR PARAPHRASE FROM MEMORY. AFTER DRAFTING, COMPARE YOUR PARAPHRASE WITH THE ORIGINAL TO ENSURE YOU HAVEN'T
INADVERTENTLY USED THE SAME PHRASING OR STRUCTURE. ACTIVELY IDENTIFY THE CORE IDEA YOU WANT TO CONVEY AND
THEN CONSCIOUSLY BRAINSTORM DIFFERENT WAYS TO EXPRESS IT, FOCUSING ON CHANGING BOTH VOCABULARY AND SENTENCE
CONSTRUCTION.

ALWAYS ERR ON THE SIDE OF CAUTION WHEN IT COMES TO CITATION. [F YOU ARE UNSURE WHETHER A PIECE OF INFORMATION
NEEDS TO BE CITED, IT IS BEST TO CITE IT. KEEPING DETAILED NOTES AS YOU RESEARCH, INCLUDING THE SOURCE AND PAGE
NUMBER FOR EVERY IDEA, WILL SAVE YOU SIGNIFICANT TROUBLE LATER. REGULARLY REVIEW YOUR WORK FOR POTENTIAL
ISSUES, AND IF POSSIBLE, HAVE A PEER OR MENTOR READ YOUR ESSAY TO CATCH ANY INADVERTENT SIMILARITIES TO SOURCE
MATERIAL.



\WHeN To PARAPHRASE: STRATEGIC USE IN ACADEMIC WRITING

PARAPHRASING IS A VERSATILE TOOL THAT SHOULD BE USED STRATEGICALLY THROUGHOUT YOUR ACADEMIC WRITING. IT IS
PARTICULARLY VALUABLE WHEN YOU WANT TO INTEGRATE FACTUAL INFORMATION, STATISTICS, OR ESTABLISHED THEORIES
FROM A SOURCE INTO YOUR ARGUMENT WITHOUT INTERRUPTING THE FLOW OF YOUR PROSE WITH LENGTHY DIRECT QUOTES.
\WHEN AN AUTHOR'S POINT IS STRAIGHTFORWARD AND DOESN'T RELY ON A SPECIFIC, IMPACTFUL PHRASING, PARAPHRASING

ALLOWS YOU TO PRESENT THAT INFORMATION CONCISELY AND IN A MANNER THAT ALIGNS WITH YOUR OWN WRITING STYLE.

PARAPHRASING IS ALSO CRUCIAL WHEN YOU ARE SYNTHESIZING IDEAS FROM MULTIPLE SOURCES. BY REPHRASING THE
CONTRIBUTIONS OF DIFFERENT AUTHORS, YOU CAN MORE EFFECTIVELY DEMONSTRATE HOW THEIR IDEAS RELATE TO EACH OTHER
AND HOW THEY SUPPORT YOUR OVERALL THESIS. |T HELPS TO SHOW THAT YOU HAVE PROCESSED AND UNDERSTOOD THE
INFORMATION FROM VARIOUS PERSPECTIVES. FURTHERMORE, IT IS AN EXCELLENT WAY TO EXPLAIN COMPLEX CONCEPTS FROM A
SOURCE IN A MANNER THAT YOUR SPECIFIC AUDIENCE WILL MOST READILY UNDERSTAND, TAILORING THE LANGUAGE AND
STRUCTURE TO SUIT THEIR COMPREHENSION LEVEL.

BUILDING YOUR ARGUMENT WITH PARAPHRASED EVIDENCE

THE STRENGTH OF YOUR ACADEMIC ESSAY OFTEN RESTS ON THE EVIDENCE YOU USE TO SUPPORT YOUR CLAIMS. PARAPHRASED
EVIDENCE, WHEN PROPERLY INTEGRATED AND CITED, CAN BE A POWERFUL COMPONENT OF THIS SUPPORT. BY REPHRASING
INFORMATION FROM AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES IN YOUR OWN WORDS, YOU DEMONSTRATE THAT YOU HAVE A FIRM GRASP OF
THE MATERIAL AND CAN ARTICULATE IT CLEARLY. THIS MAKES YOUR ARGUMENT MORE CONVINCING AND YOUR WRITING MORE
FLUID.

For EXAMPLE, INSTEAD OF A BLOCK QUOTE DETAILING A HISTORICAL EVENT, YOU MIGHT PARAPHRASE THE KEY FACTS AND
FIGURES TO SEAMLESSLY WEAVE THEM INTO YOUR NARRATIVE. THIS ALLOWS YOU TO MAINTAIN THE MOMENTUM OF YOUR OWN
WRITING WHILE STILL PROVIDING THE NECESSARY FACTUAL BASIS FOR YOUR CLAIMS. THE KEY IS TO ENSURE THAT YOUR
PARAPHRASE IS NOT JUST A RESTATEMENT BUT ALSO SERVES TO ADVANCE YOUR OWN POINT, ACTING AS A SPRINGBOARD FOR
YOUR ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION. W/HEN USED THOUGHTFULLY, PARAPHRASING EMPOWERS YOU TO CONSTRUCT A
COHERENT AND WELL-SUPPORTED ARGUMENT THAT REFLECTS YOUR UNIQUE VOICE AND PERSPECTIVE.

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PARAPHRASING AND SUMMARIZING IN
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE LIES IN SCOPE AND DETAIL. PARAPHRASING RESTATES A SPECIFIC PASSAGE OF TEXT IN YOUR OWN
W ORDS AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE, GENERALLY MAINTAINING A SIMILAR LENGTH. SUMMARIZING, ON THE OTHER HAND, CONDENSES
THE MAIN IDEAS OF A LARGER SECTION OF TEXT (LIKE A CHAPTER OR ARTICLE) INTO A MUCH SHORTER STATEMENT IN YOUR OWN
WORDS, FOCUSING ON THE OVERARCHING MESSAGE RATHER THAN SPECIFIC DETAILS.

Q: How poes CHICAGO STYLE ADDRESS THE CITATION OF PARAPHRASED MATERIAL?

A: CHICAGO STYLE OFFERS TWO PRIMARY CITATION SYSTEMS: NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY AND AUTHOR-DATE. IN BOTH SYSTEMS,
PARAPHRASED MATERIAL MUST BE ATTRIBUTED. W/ITH NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY, THIS IS DONE THROUGH FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES
THAT REFER TO THE SOURCE, AND A FULL BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END. W/ITH AUTHOR-DATE, IT'S THROUGH PARENTHETICAL
aTaTions (.G., SMITH 2020, 45) FOLLOWED BY A REFERENCE LIST.

QI CAN | JUST CHANGE A FEW WORDS IN A SENTENCE FROM A SOURCE AND CALL IT



PARAPHRASING IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: NO/ THIS IS A COMMON MISTAKE KNOWN AS “PATCHWRITING” AND IS CONSIDERED PLAGIARISM. EFFECTIVE PARAPHRASING IN
CHICAGO STYLE REQUIRES NOT ONLY CHANGING WORDS BUT ALSO SIGNIFICANTLY ALTERING THE SENTENCE STRUCTURE AND
CONVEYING THE IDEA IN YOUR OWN UNIQUE PHRASING AND VOICE, WHILE STILL PROPERLY CITING THE SOURCE.

Q: WHAT IS THE IMPORT ANCE OF PAGE NUMBERS WHEN PARAPHRASING IN CHICAGO
STYLE?

A: PAGE NUMBERS ARE CRUCIAL FOR ACCURATE CITATION, ESPECIALLY IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM AND OFTEN IN THE
AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM AS WELL. THEY PINPOINT THE EXACT LOCATION WITHIN THE SOURCE WHERE THE PARAPHRASED IDEA CAN
BE FOUND, ALLOWING READERS TO EASILY VERIFY THE INFORMATION AND UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT.

QI How CAN | ENSURE MY PARAPHRASING IS ORIGINAL AND NOT TOO CLOSE TO THE
SOURCE MATERIAL ACCORDING TO CHICAGO STYLE GUIDELINES?

A: To ENSURE ORIGINALITY, READ THE SOURCE THOROUGHLY, THEN PUT IT ASIDE AND WRITE YOUR PARAPHRASE FROM MEMORY.
AFTER DRAFTING, COMPARE YOUR VERSION TO THE ORIGINAL TO CHECK FOR ANY ACCIDENTAL SIMILARITIES IN WORDING OR
STRUCTURE. FOCUS ON REPHRASING THE CORE IDEA USING ENTIRELY DIFFERENT SENTENCE CONSTRUCTIONS AND VOCABULARY
THAT NATURALLY FITS YOUR WRITING.

Q: IS IT ACCEPTABLE TO USE A THESAURUS EXTENSIVELY WHEN PARAPHRASING IN
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: WHILE SYNONYMS CAN BE USEFUL, OVER-RELIANCE ON A THESAURUS WITHOUT CHANGING SENTENCE STRUCTURE CAN LEAD
TO AWKWARD PHRASING AND MAY NOT REFLECT TRUE COMPREHENSION. EFFECTIVE PARAPHRASING INVOLVES REPHRASING THE
MEANING AND STRUCTURE, NOT JUST SUBSTITUTING WORDS. THE GOAL IS TO EXPRESS THE IDEA IN YOUR OWN NATURAL VOICE.

Q: WHEN SHOULD | CHOOSE TO PARAPHRASE VERSUS USING A DIRECT QUOTE IN
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: YOU SHOULD CHOOSE TO PARAPHRASE WHEN YOU NEED TO INCORPORATE FACTUAL INFORMATION, DATA, OR AN
ESTABLISHED CONCEPT FROM A SOURCE, AND THE ORIGINAL WORDING IS NOT ESSENTIAL OR PARTICULARLY IMPACTFUL. DiRecT
QUOTES ARE BEST RESERVED FOR WHEN THE AUTHOR'S EXACT LANGUAGE IS CRUCIAL, UNIQUE, OR MIGHT BE MISINTERPRETED IF
REPHRASED.
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