
chicago style paraphrase indirect
citation
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected citation style, and understanding
how to properly attribute sources is crucial for academic and professional writing. This
article delves deeply into the intricacies of the Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation, a
fundamental skill for avoiding plagiarism and enhancing the credibility of your work. We will
explore the core principles of paraphrasing, the specific requirements for indirect citations
within the Chicago system, and practical examples to illustrate best practices. Mastering
the Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation ensures your writing adheres to scholarly
standards and effectively integrates external information into your own arguments. This
comprehensive guide will equip you with the knowledge to navigate this aspect of
academic integrity with confidence.
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Understanding Paraphrasing in Chicago Style

Paraphrasing is the art of restating someone else's ideas or information in your own words.
It is not merely changing a few words here and there; true paraphrasing involves
comprehending the original text's meaning and then expressing it using different sentence
structures and vocabulary. In academic writing, effective paraphrasing demonstrates a
deep understanding of the source material and allows you to integrate it seamlessly into
your own narrative and arguments without directly quoting. The Chicago Manual of Style
emphasizes that even when you have thoroughly rephrased an idea, you still must provide
proper attribution.

The goal of paraphrasing is to synthesize information from various sources and present it in
a way that supports your thesis or analysis. It allows for a more fluid and cohesive writing
style than relying solely on direct quotations. When you paraphrase effectively, you are
essentially adding the source's idea to your own thought process and then articulating that



combined understanding. However, the responsibility to acknowledge the original author
remains paramount. Failure to do so, even with paraphrased content, constitutes
plagiarism.

The Difference Between Paraphrasing and Summarizing

While both paraphrasing and summarizing involve restating original material in your own
words, they differ in scope and detail. Summarizing condenses the main points of a longer
work or a significant portion of it into a brief overview. It focuses on the overarching
message or argument. Paraphrasing, on the other hand, typically focuses on a specific idea,
sentence, or short passage from a source and aims to restate it with similar detail but in
different wording and sentence structure. Both require proper citation, but paraphrasing is
about rephrasing a specific point, while summarizing is about condensing an entire idea or
section.

In essence, a summary provides a bird's-eye view, highlighting the most critical elements. A
paraphrase offers a more detailed restatement of a particular point, ensuring that the
nuanced meaning of the original author is preserved. Both are valuable tools in research,
but their application and the level of detail retained differ significantly. When constructing
your Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation, you are likely dealing with a specific point
rather than an entire chapter.

What is an Indirect Citation?

An indirect citation, in the context of academic writing and citation styles like Chicago,
refers to acknowledging a source when you are not quoting directly from it. This includes
situations where you are paraphrasing an idea, summarizing an argument, or referring to
factual information presented in another work. Essentially, any time you incorporate
information that originated from someone else's research, thinking, or writing, but you are
presenting it in your own words, you are making an indirect citation. This is in contrast to a
direct citation, where you reproduce the author's exact words, typically enclosed in
quotation marks.

The purpose of an indirect citation is to give credit to the original author for their
contribution to your understanding and your work. It demonstrates intellectual honesty and
allows your readers to locate the original source if they wish to explore the topic further or
verify your interpretation. The Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation is the specific
method employed to achieve this for paraphrased material.

When to Use Indirect Citations

Indirect citations are used whenever you are presenting information that is not common
knowledge or that you have learned through your research. This includes:



Restating an author's argument in your own words.

Summarizing the findings of a study or report.

Incorporating factual data or statistics from a source.

Explaining a concept or theory developed by another scholar.

Referencing an opinion or interpretation presented in a publication.

Any instance where the reader might assume the information is your own original thought,
but it originates from another source, requires an indirect citation. The Chicago style
paraphrase indirect citation is the mechanism to prevent such misattribution.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Paraphrase
Indirect Citation

A Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation involves two fundamental components that
work in tandem to fully attribute your sources. These are the in-text citation, which
provides immediate acknowledgment within the body of your text, and the corresponding
bibliography entry, which offers complete bibliographic details for the source. Both are
essential for adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style's guidelines and ensuring proper
scholarly practice. Neglecting either part of this system undermines the integrity of your
citations.

The in-text citation serves as a prompt for the reader, indicating that the preceding
information is not your own. The bibliography entry then provides the exhaustive
information needed to locate that source. Together, they form a robust system of source
attribution and academic transparency. Understanding each component is vital for correctly
executing a Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation.

The In-Text Citation Format

In the Chicago Manual of Style, there are two primary systems for in-text citations: notes
and bibliography, and author-date. This article focuses on the notes and bibliography
system, which is common in the humanities. For paraphrased material using this system,
the in-text citation typically takes the form of a footnote or an endnote. When you introduce
paraphrased information, you will place a superscript number at the end of the sentence or
clause containing the paraphrased material. This number corresponds to a note at the
bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote) that contains the
citation details.

The first time a source is cited in notes, the note will include full bibliographic information,
including the author's name, title of the work, publication details, and page number(s) from



which the paraphrased material was drawn. Subsequent citations of the same source in the
notes will use a shortened form, typically including the author's last name, a shortened
title, and the page number. This consistent application ensures that every piece of
paraphrased content can be traced back to its origin.

The Bibliography Entry Format

The bibliography is a comprehensive list of all the sources you have cited in your work,
arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. For a Chicago style paraphrase indirect
citation, the bibliography entry provides the complete bibliographic information for the
source that was referenced in your in-text note. The format for the bibliography entry is
standardized and includes specific elements for different types of sources (e.g., books,
journal articles, websites).

For a book, a typical bibliography entry includes the author's full name, the full title of the
book (italicized), publication information (city of publication, publisher, and year), and
potentially page numbers if you are referencing specific content. For journal articles, it
includes author, article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, date of publication,
and page range. The bibliography acts as the definitive reference guide, allowing anyone to
locate the precise source you used for your paraphrased ideas.

In-Text Citation Rules for Paraphrasing

When employing the Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation, the placement and content
of your in-text citations are crucial. The general rule is to place the citation immediately
after the paraphrased information, usually at the end of the sentence or clause. This
ensures that the reader knows precisely which part of your text is derived from an external
source. The superscript number is the visual cue for this attribution, linking your words to
the corresponding note.

It is important to note that even if you have significantly rephrased a passage, if the core
idea or argument originates from a specific source, it must be cited. The page number in
the citation is particularly important when paraphrasing because it helps the reader locate
the specific passage that contains the idea you are referencing, even though you are not
quoting directly. This precision is a hallmark of scholarly integrity.

Placement of Citation Numbers

Citation numbers should be placed logically to avoid ambiguity. Typically, they appear after
the punctuation mark that ends the sentence or clause containing the paraphrased
material. For instance, if a sentence ends with a period, the superscript number follows the
period: "The economic impact of the industrial revolution was profound (Smith 2023, 45)." If
the paraphrased idea is part of a longer sentence, the citation might appear after the



relevant clause: "While some historians argue for continuity, others contend that the period
marked a radical shift (Jones 2021, 112)."

Avoid placing citation numbers in the middle of a sentence, as this can disrupt the flow and
create confusion for the reader. The goal is clarity and direct association between the
paraphrased content and its source. This careful placement is integral to an effective
Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation.

What to Include in the Note

The initial note for a paraphrased source in the Chicago style (notes and bibliography
system) should contain the author's full name, the title of the work, the publication place,
publisher, publication year, and the specific page number(s) where the information can be
found. For example:

John Smith, Theories of Urban Development (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,1.
2023), 78.

Subsequent notes for the same source become shortened. For instance:

Smith, Theories of Urban Development, 92.1.

If you are paraphrasing an idea that spans multiple pages, you can indicate a range of
pages, such as "pp. 78-80." The page number is crucial for the Chicago style paraphrase
indirect citation, as it guides the reader to the specific location of the idea.

The Bibliography Entry for Paraphrased Sources

The bibliography entry serves as the complete, unadulterated record of the source you
have cited. It is the reader's gateway to the original material. For every in-text citation in
your notes, there must be a corresponding entry in your bibliography. The format of these
entries is critical for clarity and for allowing others to easily locate the information you have
referenced. A well-constructed bibliography is a testament to the thoroughness of your
research and your respect for intellectual property.

When paraphrasing, the bibliography entry for a book would typically start with the author's
last name, followed by their first name. Then comes the full title of the book, italicized,
followed by the publication details: place of publication, publisher, and year of publication.
For articles, the structure changes slightly, including the article title in quotation marks, the
journal title italicized, and publication details like volume, issue, and page range.



Book Citation Example

For a book that you have paraphrased from, the Chicago style bibliography entry would
generally follow this structure:
Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

For example, if you paraphrased an idea from page 150 of a book titled "The History of
Chicago Architecture" by Jane Doe, published in 2020 by Chicago University Press in
Chicago, your bibliography entry would look like this:
Doe, Jane. The History of Chicago Architecture. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

This entry provides all the necessary information for a reader to find the original source
from which you drew your paraphrased content. It's a fundamental part of the Chicago style
paraphrase indirect citation.

Journal Article Citation Example

When paraphrasing from a journal article, the bibliography entry format is slightly different.
It includes the author's name, the article title, the journal title, and publication details.
Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
Range.

For instance, if you paraphrased an idea from page 45 of an article titled "Urban Planning in
the Midwest" by John Smith, published in the Journal of Urban Studies, volume 30, issue 2,
in 2022, your bibliography entry would appear as:
Smith, John. "Urban Planning in the Midwest." Journal of Urban Studies 30, no. 2 (2022):
45-60.

This detailed information is essential for accurately citing the source within the framework
of a Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

When implementing a Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation, writers often stumble over
a few common pitfalls. These errors can undermine the credibility of their work and, in
some cases, lead to accusations of plagiarism. Being aware of these mistakes can help you
avoid them and ensure your citations are accurate and effective. The most frequent errors
involve insufficient rephrasing, incorrect placement of citations, and incomplete
bibliographic information.

Another significant mistake is the assumption that simply changing a few words or
rearranging sentence order constitutes proper paraphrasing. True paraphrasing requires a
deeper engagement with the source material, expressing the idea in entirely new language
and sentence structure. Relying too heavily on the original phrasing, even with a citation, is
often considered a weak paraphrase and can still be problematic. Diligence is key to
mastering the Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation.



Insufficient Paraphrasing

One of the most critical mistakes is failing to truly rephrase the original text. This often
results in a patchwork of the original author's words and sentence structures, even if a
citation is present. This is often called "patchwriting" and is a form of academic dishonesty.
A proper paraphrase involves understanding the core idea and then articulating it using
your own vocabulary and grammatical construction. If a reader can easily identify large
portions of your paraphrased text that match the original source, you have likely not
paraphrased sufficiently.

The goal is to make the idea your own in its expression, while still giving credit for the
origin of the idea. If your paraphrase sounds too much like the original, or if it's just a few
words swapped out, it's a sign that more work is needed. A robust Chicago style paraphrase
indirect citation requires substantial rewording.

Missing or Incorrect Page Numbers

While not always mandatory for every type of indirect citation in Chicago style (e.g.,
general references to an entire work), including the specific page number from which the
paraphrased idea was drawn is highly recommended and often expected, especially in the
humanities. Omitting page numbers when they are readily available can make it difficult for
readers to verify your claims and understand the context of the original idea. Conversely,
providing incorrect page numbers is misleading and can erode trust in your research.

Always double-check that the page number cited accurately reflects where the paraphrased
concept or information can be found in the source. This level of detail strengthens the
accuracy and utility of your Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation. For indirect citations
that refer to an entire work or a broad concept, you might omit the page number in the
note, but this should be a deliberate choice based on the context, not an oversight.

Benefits of Proper Paraphrasing and Citation

Adhering to the principles of paraphrasing and accurate citation, particularly within the
Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation framework, offers numerous advantages to the
writer and the reader. It is the bedrock of academic integrity, fostering trust and respect
within the scholarly community. Proper attribution demonstrates that you are engaging
thoughtfully with existing research and building upon the work of others, rather than
merely presenting it as your own.

Beyond ethical considerations, mastering paraphrasing and citation enhances the quality
and impact of your writing. It allows you to integrate diverse perspectives seamlessly,
strengthen your arguments with evidence, and showcase your understanding of the subject
matter. The clarity and precision of your citations also make your work more accessible and
verifiable for your readers, contributing to a more robust academic discourse.



Enhancing Credibility and Authority

When you correctly cite your sources, you lend credibility to your own arguments. By
showing that your ideas are supported by established research and expert opinions, you
build a stronger case for your own contributions. This demonstrates that you have
conducted thorough research and understand the scholarly conversation surrounding your
topic. A well-cited paper signals to your readers that you are a serious researcher who
respects intellectual property and engages critically with sources.

The Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation, when executed properly, shows your readers
that you have a deep understanding of the material and can synthesize it effectively into
your own voice. This boosts your authority as a writer and researcher. It positions you as
someone who can not only understand complex ideas but also articulate them in a way that
contributes to the ongoing dialogue in your field.

Avoiding Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct

The most critical benefit of mastering paraphrasing and citation is the avoidance of
plagiarism and academic misconduct. Plagiarism, the act of presenting someone else's
work or ideas as your own without proper attribution, can have severe consequences,
including failing grades, suspension, or even expulsion from academic institutions. It is a
serious ethical breach that undermines the fundamental principles of education and
research.

By diligently employing the Chicago style paraphrase indirect citation, you ensure that all
borrowed ideas, facts, and arguments are clearly attributed to their original authors. This
not only protects you from accusations of plagiarism but also upholds the integrity of your
academic work. It's a commitment to honesty and a fundamental requirement for
responsible scholarship. Accurate citations are your shield against such serious academic
penalties.

Improving the Flow and Cohesion of Your Writing

Effective paraphrasing allows you to integrate source material smoothly into your own
writing, creating a more coherent and engaging piece. Instead of relying on a series of
direct quotes, which can disrupt the reading flow, paraphrasing enables you to weave
borrowed ideas into your sentences and paragraphs using your own voice and style. This
makes your work read more naturally and powerfully. The Chicago style paraphrase indirect
citation, when done well, contributes to a seamless narrative.

By rephrasing ideas in your own words, you can ensure that they fit logically and
stylistically with the rest of your text. This can also help you clarify complex concepts for
your readers, as you are demonstrating your understanding by re-explaining them.
Ultimately, good paraphrasing and citation make your writing more persuasive and easier



for your audience to follow.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary purpose of a Chicago style
paraphrase indirect citation?
A: The primary purpose is to acknowledge that an idea, fact, or concept originated from
another source, even though you have restated it in your own words, thereby avoiding
plagiarism and giving credit to the original author.

Q: Do I always need to include a page number in an
indirect citation in Chicago style?
A: While not always strictly required for broad paraphrasing of an entire work, it is highly
recommended and often expected in the humanities to include the specific page number
from which the paraphrased information was drawn. This aids readers in locating the
precise source of the idea.

Q: How is a paraphrase different from a direct
quotation in Chicago style?
A: A direct quotation uses the exact words of the original source, enclosed in quotation
marks, and requires precise citation. A paraphrase restates the original idea in your own
words and sentence structure, still requiring citation but without quotation marks.

Q: Can I use the same in-text citation for multiple
paraphrased ideas from different pages of the same
source?
A: No, each distinct idea or piece of information paraphrased from a different page should
ideally have its own citation indicating the specific page number to ensure accuracy and aid
the reader in verification.

Q: What are the two main citation systems within the
Chicago Manual of Style?
A: The two main systems are the notes and bibliography system, which uses footnotes or
endnotes, and the author-date system, which uses parenthetical in-text citations.



Q: When is it acceptable to omit an indirect citation in
Chicago style?
A: An indirect citation is generally not needed for common knowledge or facts that are
widely known and accepted within a particular field, or for your own original thoughts and
analyses that are not derived from a specific source.

Q: What is "patchwriting" and why is it a problem when
paraphrasing?
A: Patchwriting occurs when a writer rephrases an original text by changing only a few
words or rearranging sentence structure without significantly altering the original phrasing.
It is considered a form of plagiarism because it still relies too heavily on the original
author's language and structure without sufficient original contribution.

Q: How does the bibliography entry for a paraphrased
source differ from a direct quotation's bibliography
entry?
A: There is no fundamental difference in the bibliography entry itself for a paraphrased
source versus a direct quotation. Both require a complete bibliographic record of the
source. The distinction lies in the in-text citation (note or parenthetical) and how the source
material is presented in the body of the text (paraphrased vs. quoted).
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