
chicago style paraphrase citation
guidelines

chicago style paraphrase citation guidelines are crucial for academic
integrity and scholarly communication, ensuring proper attribution for ideas
and information that are not your own. Whether you are a student, researcher,
or writer, understanding how to accurately paraphrase and cite sources
according to the Chicago Manual of Style is paramount. This comprehensive
guide will delve into the intricacies of paraphrasing, explain the different
citation systems within Chicago style, and provide clear, actionable steps
for implementing correct paraphrase citations. We will cover the essential
elements of in-text citations and bibliography entries, explore common
pitfalls to avoid, and offer practical advice for mastering this vital
academic skill. By the end of this article, you will possess a thorough
understanding of Chicago style paraphrase citation guidelines, enabling you
to produce well-researched and ethically sound academic work.
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Understanding Chicago Style Paraphrasing
Essentials

Paraphrasing is the process of restating someone else's ideas or information
in your own words and sentence structure. It is not merely swapping out a few
words; it requires a deep understanding of the original text and the ability
to synthesize and re-express it clearly and concisely. Effective paraphrasing
demonstrates comprehension and integrates external information smoothly into
your own writing, avoiding the appearance of plagiarism. When paraphrasing
for Chicago style, the primary goal is to convey the original meaning
accurately while giving credit to the original author.

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely used style guide in the
humanities and social sciences. It offers two distinct systems for citation:
the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Both systems
require accurate paraphrasing and attribution, but the presentation of
citations differs significantly. Understanding which system your institution
or publication requires is the first step in correctly applying Chicago style
paraphrase citation guidelines.



Key Components of Chicago Style Citation for
Paraphrases

Regardless of the chosen system, effective Chicago style paraphrase citation
involves two core components: an in-text citation that briefly points the
reader to the source and a full bibliographic entry that provides complete
details about the source. For paraphrases, these components work in tandem to
give credit and allow readers to locate the original material. The in-text
citation serves as an immediate acknowledgment of the source of the
paraphrased idea, while the bibliography entry offers comprehensive
information for further research or verification.

Accurate paraphrasing is the bedrock upon which these citations are built. If
the paraphrase misrepresents the original idea or is too close to the
original wording, even a perfect citation will not salvage the academic
integrity of the work. Therefore, writers must focus on understanding the
source material thoroughly before attempting to rephrase it. This involves
careful reading, identifying the core argument or information, and then
articulating it using one's own vocabulary and sentence construction.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Chicago Style
Paraphrases

The notes-bibliography system, often favored in the arts and literature, uses
numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive
bibliography at the end of the work. When paraphrasing, a superscript number
is placed after the paraphrased sentence or passage, corresponding to a note
at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote).

Crafting Chicago Style Footnotes/Endnotes for
Paraphrases

The initial note for a paraphrased source in the notes-bibliography system
includes a more complete citation than subsequent notes. For a book, a
typical first note for a paraphrase might look like this: Author's First Name
Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication), page number(s). For example: Jane Doe, The History of Ideas
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent notes for the same source are shortened. If you have already cited
this source in a previous note, the following note for a paraphrase would
typically be: Author's Last Name, Shortened Title, page number(s). For
example: Doe, History of Ideas, 62. It is essential to be consistent with the
information included in these notes to provide clear and immediate
acknowledgment.



Creating the Bibliography for the Notes-Bibliography
System

The bibliography section, appearing at the end of your paper, provides a
comprehensive alphabetical listing of all sources consulted and cited. For
paraphrased material, the entry for a book would be structured as: Author's
Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year
of Publication. For example: Doe, Jane. The History of Ideas. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2020. The bibliography aims to give readers all
the necessary information to locate the original source independently.

When paraphrasing, ensuring that the bibliography entry accurately reflects
the source of the paraphrased information is crucial. This means including
all relevant publication details, such as author, title, publisher, and
publication year, as well as specific page numbers if the paraphrase draws
from a particular section of the work.

The Author-Date System for Chicago Style
Paraphrases

The author-date system, common in the sciences and social sciences, uses
parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list at the end of the work.
This system is designed for disciplines that frequently cite scientific
literature and where quick verification of sources is important.

Implementing Chicago Style Parenthetical Citations
for Paraphrases

In the author-date system, when you paraphrase a source, you include the
author's last name and the year of publication within parentheses, usually
followed by the page number(s) from which the paraphrased information was
drawn. The format is typically (AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber). For
example: (Doe 2020, 45). If the author's name is already mentioned in the
sentence, you only need to include the year and page number: Doe's work on
the history of ideas suggests that… (2020, 62).

This parenthetical citation serves as a direct link to the full bibliographic
information in the reference list. It allows readers to quickly identify the
source of the paraphrased material without disrupting the flow of your text
as much as a footnote might. Clarity and conciseness are key in these
parenthetical references.

Assembling the Reference List for the Author-Date
System

The reference list in the author-date system is an alphabetized list of all
sources cited in the text, providing full publication details. For a book,



the entry would be structured as: AuthorLastName, FirstName. Year. Title of
Book. Place of Publication: Publisher. For example: Doe, Jane. 2020. The
History of Ideas. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. This list is
essential for readers to retrieve the original sources of your paraphrased
ideas.

It's vital to ensure that every in-text citation has a corresponding entry in
the reference list, and vice versa. The reference list should be
comprehensive, including all books, articles, websites, and other materials
that you have cited. Mismatches between citations and the reference list can
lead to confusion and undermine the credibility of your work.

Paraphrasing: The Art of Rewording and
Synthesizing

Effective paraphrasing involves more than just changing a few words. It
requires a deep understanding of the original source material. You must grasp
the author's central argument, key concepts, and supporting evidence before
you can effectively rephrase it in your own voice. This process often
involves breaking down complex sentences, identifying the main subject and
verb, and then reconstructing the idea using different sentence structures
and vocabulary.

The goal of paraphrasing is to convey the original meaning accurately without
copying the original phrasing. Consider the following example of original
text: "The pervasive influence of digital media has irrevocably altered the
landscape of political discourse, fostering new avenues for both engagement
and polarization." A good paraphrase might be: "Political conversations have
been fundamentally reshaped by the widespread use of digital platforms, which
have simultaneously opened up new ways for people to participate and
contributed to increased division." This demonstrates a clear understanding
and rephrasing of the core idea.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Paraphrasing

One of the most common mistakes is "patchwriting," where a writer changes
only a few words or the order of phrases from the original text, resulting in
a passage that is too close to the source and still constitutes plagiarism.
Another pitfall is misrepresenting the author's original meaning, which can
happen if the paraphrase is not carefully constructed or if the writer has
not fully understood the source. Forgetting to cite the source altogether is
also a serious error that violates academic integrity.

Another issue is over-reliance on synonyms without changing the sentence
structure. Simply substituting words does not demonstrate original thought or
comprehension. A truly effective paraphrase transforms the original idea into
your own distinct expression. Always remember that even when paraphrasing,
the ideas belong to the original author and require attribution.



Mastering Chicago Style Paraphrase Citation:
Best Practices

To excel at Chicago style paraphrase citation, start by reading and
understanding your source material thoroughly. Then, set the source aside and
try to write down the key idea in your own words. Once you have drafted your
paraphrase, compare it to the original to ensure accuracy in meaning and to
check that your wording is sufficiently different. Finally, meticulously add
the appropriate in-text citation according to the Chicago style you are using
(notes-bibliography or author-date) and ensure a corresponding entry exists
in your bibliography or reference list.

Regular practice is key. The more you paraphrase and cite, the more
comfortable and proficient you will become. Consult the latest edition of The
Chicago Manual of Style or reliable academic writing guides for specific
examples and to stay updated on any changes in citation practices. Developing
a habit of checking your citations against your source materials before
submitting your work will prevent many common errors and ensure your academic
work is both thorough and ethically sound.

Ensuring Accuracy and Completeness in Citations

Accuracy in Chicago style paraphrase citation means including all necessary
information in both the in-text citation and the final bibliography or
reference list. For the notes-bibliography system, ensure the initial note
includes the author's full name, title of the work, publication details, and
specific page numbers. For the author-date system, confirm the parenthetical
citation has the author's last name, publication year, and page numbers, and
that these correspond exactly to the reference list entry.

Completeness is equally important. The bibliography or reference list should
contain all the publication details required by Chicago style for the
specific type of source (book, journal article, website, etc.). Missing
information can hinder readers from locating the original source, undermining
the purpose of citation. Always double-check that every element required for
the specific source type is present.

Navigating Different Source Types in Chicago Style

Chicago style has specific guidelines for citing various types of sources,
including books, journal articles, websites, interviews, and more. When
paraphrasing, the citation format will vary depending on whether you are
referencing a book, an article in a periodical, or an online resource. For
instance, citing a journal article in the notes-bibliography system's first
note would typically include author, article title, journal title, volume and
issue numbers, publication date, and page range. In the author-date system,
the reference list entry would reflect a similar structure but with the year
immediately following the author's name.

It is crucial to consult the Chicago Manual of Style or other authoritative
resources for the precise formatting of each source type. Incorrect



formatting, even for a single source, can detract from the overall
professionalism and credibility of your academic writing. Paying close
attention to these details demonstrates a commitment to scholarly rigor.

The Ethical Imperative of Proper Citation

At its core, Chicago style paraphrase citation is about academic honesty and
respecting intellectual property. Failing to properly cite paraphrased
material, even unintentionally, can be considered plagiarism. Plagiarism can
have serious consequences, including failing grades, academic probation, and
damage to one's reputation. Therefore, understanding and applying Chicago
style paraphrase citation guidelines is not just a matter of following rules;
it is an ethical obligation for all scholars and writers.

By diligently paraphrasing and citing your sources, you are acknowledging the
contributions of others, allowing your readers to verify your information,
and building upon the existing body of knowledge in a responsible manner.
This practice strengthens your own arguments by grounding them in credible
research and demonstrates your commitment to the principles of academic
integrity.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style
for paraphrases?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The
notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the
author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations with the author's
last name and publication year. Both require a comprehensive bibliography or
reference list at the end.

Q: How do I know if I need to cite a paraphrase in
Chicago style?
A: You must cite a paraphrase whenever you restate someone else's ideas,
theories, findings, or arguments in your own words. If the information is not
common knowledge and originated from a specific source, it needs to be
attributed, even when paraphrased.

Q: What is considered an effective paraphrase in
Chicago style?
A: An effective paraphrase accurately conveys the original meaning of a
source in your own words and sentence structure. It is substantially
different from the original wording and sentence construction, and it is
properly cited.



Q: Can I use just the page number in a Chicago style
in-text citation if the author and year are in the
sentence?
A: In the author-date system, if the author's name is mentioned in the text,
you can omit it from the parenthetical citation, but you must still include
the year and page number, e.g., (2020, 45). In the notes-bibliography system,
the note itself will contain the necessary information.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and
a reference list in Chicago style?
A: While both are lists of sources at the end of a document, a bibliography
typically includes all sources consulted, even if not directly cited, whereas
a reference list (used with the author-date system) includes only those
sources that were actually cited in the text.

Q: What if I paraphrase a quote from a larger work,
like a chapter in an edited book, using the notes-
bibliography system?
A: For a first note, you would include the author of the chapter, the chapter
title, the editor(s) of the book, the book title, publication details, and
the page number of the paraphrase. Subsequent notes would be shortened.

Q: How does paraphrasing differ from quoting in
Chicago style citations?
A: Quoting involves using the exact words of a source, enclosed in quotation
marks, and requires citing the source with specific page numbers.
Paraphrasing involves restating the source's ideas in your own words and also
requires citation, typically with page numbers as well to help readers locate
the idea.

Q: What is the penalty for failing to cite a
paraphrase in Chicago style?
A: Failing to cite a paraphrase is considered plagiarism, which can lead to
academic penalties such as a failing grade for the assignment, course
failure, suspension, or even expulsion from an academic institution.
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