
chicago style paper styles

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive
style guide that offers two distinct systems for citing sources.
Understanding these chicago style paper styles is crucial for academics,
researchers, and writers across various disciplines to ensure clarity,
credibility, and adherence to scholarly conventions. This article delves deep
into the intricacies of both the Notes-Bibliography (NB) and Author-Date (AD)
systems, exploring their fundamental differences, when to use each, and the
specific formatting requirements for both in-text citations and
bibliographical entries. We will also examine the nuances of crafting
effective bibliographies and reference lists, alongside practical tips for
mastering the Chicago style for a polished and professional presentation of
academic work.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style, often referred to as CMOS or Chicago style, is a
proprietary style guide published by the University of Chicago Press. It is
renowned for its thoroughness and flexibility, catering to a broad range of
academic fields, particularly in the humanities and social sciences. Unlike
some other style guides that mandate a single citation format, Chicago offers
two primary systems, allowing writers to choose the one that best suits their
discipline and publication venue. This dual approach is one of its most
significant strengths, providing a robust framework for academic integrity.

The manual covers a vast array of editorial and stylistic concerns, from
punctuation and grammar to manuscript preparation and citation. Its longevity
and widespread adoption are testaments to its enduring relevance and
adaptability in the ever-evolving landscape of academic publishing. Whether
you are crafting a history thesis, a sociology paper, or an art history
dissertation, a firm grasp of Chicago style is an invaluable asset.



The Notes-Bibliography System (NB)

The Notes-Bibliography system is the more traditional of the two Chicago
styles and is widely favored in disciplines such as history, literature, and
the arts. Its hallmark is the use of numbered notes, either footnotes at the
bottom of the page or endnotes at the end of the document, to reference
sources. These notes provide detailed information about the source, allowing
readers to easily locate the original material without interrupting the flow
of the main text. This system offers a high degree of flexibility in the
amount of information provided in each note, depending on the context and the
need for specificity.

Key Features of the NB System

The primary characteristic of the Notes-Bibliography system is its reliance
on numbered notes. Each note corresponds to a superscript number placed
within the text immediately after the cited material. These numbers are
sequential throughout the document. The first time a source is cited, the
note will contain full bibliographical details. Subsequent citations of the
same source typically use a shortened form, often including the author's last
name, a shortened title, and the page number. This convention helps to avoid
redundancy while still providing sufficient information for the reader to
identify the source.

In-Text Citations in the NB System

In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are handled through
superscript numbers. These numbers are placed directly after the quotation,
paraphrase, or specific piece of information that requires attribution. For
example, if you are quoting directly from a book, the superscript number
would follow the closing quotation mark. If you are paraphrasing an idea or
referring to a specific fact from a source, the number would typically appear
at the end of the sentence or clause containing that information. It is
crucial to ensure that every piece of borrowed material is properly
attributed with a corresponding note number.

Crafting Notes (Footnotes and Endnotes)

Notes in the Chicago style can be implemented as either footnotes or
endnotes. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page on which the citation
number appears, while endnotes are collected at the end of the chapter or the
entire document. The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often dictated
by the publisher or instructor. The first note for a given source includes
the complete bibliographic information. For instance, a book citation in a
footnote would typically include the author's full name, the title of the
book in italics, the place of publication, the publisher, the year of
publication, and the specific page number(s) cited. Subsequent notes for the
same source employ a shortened format, usually consisting of the author's
last name, a shortened version of the title (if the work has a long title),
and the page number.



The Bibliography

Accompanying the notes is a comprehensive Bibliography, which appears at the
end of the document. The Bibliography lists all the sources cited in the
text, as well as any other sources consulted. Unlike the notes, which include
page numbers for specific citations, the Bibliography entries for books and
other complete works do not typically include page numbers unless it is an
edited collection with individual chapter page numbers. The entries are
alphabetized by the author's last name. The format of the Bibliography
entries closely mirrors that of the first note for each source, but without
the specific page number for that instance of citation. This allows readers
to see the full scope of sources used and to easily find complete publication
details for any source mentioned in the notes.

The Author-Date System (AD)

The Author-Date system is the second primary citation method offered by the
Chicago Manual of Style. This system is often preferred in the social
sciences, such as sociology, political science, and anthropology, and in
scientific disciplines. Its primary advantage lies in its conciseness for in-
text citations, making it particularly useful for works with a large number
of citations or for authors who prefer a less intrusive citation method
within the body of their text. The system uses parenthetical citations in the
text, which are then fully detailed in a Reference List at the end of the
work.

Key Features of the AD System

The defining characteristic of the Author-Date system is the use of
parenthetical citations within the text. These citations typically include
the author's last name and the year of publication, followed by the page
number if a specific part of the source is being referenced. For example, a
citation might appear as (Smith 2020, 15). This format provides immediate,
at-a-glance information about the source and its publication date, allowing
readers to quickly identify the origin of the information without needing to
consult separate notes. The brevity of these in-text citations helps to
maintain the flow of the narrative.

In-Text Citations in the AD System

In the Author-Date system, in-text citations are embedded directly within the
text, enclosed in parentheses. The standard format includes the author's last
name, followed by a comma and the year of publication. If you are citing a
specific passage or quotation, you will also include the page number after a
comma. For instance, (Johnson 2018, 45). If the author's name is mentioned in
the sentence, you can omit it from the parenthetical citation and just
include the year and page number, such as Johnson (2018, 45) argues that… .
When citing multiple works by the same author in the same year, letters are
added to the year (e.g., 2021a, 2021b) to differentiate them. These letters
must correspond to the order of the works in the Reference List.



The Reference List

The Author-Date system is paired with a Reference List, which functions
similarly to a Bibliography in the NB system but is strictly limited to
sources that have been cited in the text. The Reference List appears at the
end of the document and contains full bibliographic details for each cited
source. Entries are alphabetized by the author's last name. Each entry
provides all the necessary information for a reader to locate and consult the
original source. The format of these entries is consistent and detailed,
ensuring that readers can access the full publication information. The
absence of page numbers for the entire work in a Reference List entry is a
key distinction from the Bibliography in the NB system, as the specific page
numbers are already provided within the in-text parenthetical citations.

Choosing the Right Chicago Style

The decision between the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system
often depends on the conventions of the specific academic discipline or the
requirements of the publisher or instructor. For fields where textual
analysis, historical context, and extensive commentary are common, such as
literature and history, the Notes-Bibliography system is generally preferred.
Its ability to accommodate detailed notes and provide supplementary
information without disrupting the main text makes it ideal for these areas.

Conversely, disciplines that prioritize the currency of research and require
frequent referencing of empirical data, such as sociology and political
science, often lean towards the Author-Date system. The concise parenthetical
citations in the Author-Date system facilitate a smoother reading experience
in texts with a high density of citations, making it easier for readers to
track the origins of information and assess the timeliness of the research.

Formatting Specific Elements in Chicago Style

Regardless of which system you choose, adherence to the specific formatting
rules for different types of sources is paramount. The Chicago Manual of
Style provides detailed guidance for citing a wide range of materials, from
books and journal articles to websites and audiovisual media. Consistency in
application is key to producing a professional and credible academic
document.

Books

When citing a book in Chicago style, whether in notes or the Reference List,
you will need to include the author's name(s), the full title of the book
(italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of
publication. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note will include
specific page numbers cited. For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation
will include the year and page number, and the Reference List entry will
include the year but not specific page numbers. For example, a book entry in



a Bibliography might look like: Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. City:
Publisher, Year.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles requires providing the author(s) of the article, the
article title, the title of the journal (italicized), the volume and issue
numbers, the year of publication, and the page range of the article. In the
Notes-Bibliography system, notes will include the specific page numbers of
the cited material. In the Author-Date system, parenthetical citations will
include the year and page number. The Bibliography or Reference List will
provide the full details. A typical journal entry in a bibliography would be:
Lastname, Firstname. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Year): Page range.

Websites and Online Sources

Citing online sources in Chicago style has evolved to address the dynamic
nature of web content. Key information to include typically comprises the
author (if available), the title of the specific page or document, the name
of the website, the publication or last updated date (if available), and a
URL. For sources that may change or be removed, providing a stable URL or DOI
(Digital Object Identifier) is recommended. If a page has no author or
publication date, it should be noted. It is crucial to be as precise as
possible with online citations to enable readers to locate the information.

Other Common Source Types

Chicago style also provides guidance for citing a multitude of other sources,
including book chapters, essays in edited collections, dissertations, theses,
reports, government documents, interviews, films, television shows, and even
social media posts. Each type of source has specific formatting conventions
to ensure clarity and accuracy. For instance, citing a chapter in an edited
book requires detailing the chapter author, chapter title, editors of the
book, the book title, and the book's publication details, along with the page
numbers of the chapter. Consulting the latest edition of The Chicago Manual
of Style is essential for mastering the citation of less common source types.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

One of the most frequent errors in applying Chicago style is inconsistency in
formatting. Whether it's the placement of commas, the use of italics, or the
structure of citations, maintaining uniformity throughout the document is
crucial. Another common pitfall is incomplete citation information, which can
frustrate readers and undermine the credibility of the work. Always double-
check that all necessary components of a citation are present.

A best practice is to utilize citation management software, such as Zotero,



Mendeley, or EndNote, which can help automate the process of generating
citations and bibliographies in Chicago style. However, it is vital to
understand the underlying rules yourself, as software can sometimes produce
errors. Regularly consulting a style guide or reliable online resources
specifically dedicated to Chicago style is highly recommended. Finally,
always review your work carefully for any citation errors before submission.

Mastering Chicago Style for Academic Success

Successfully navigating the complexities of chicago style paper styles,
whether the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, is a fundamental skill
for academic and professional writers. By understanding the core principles
of each system, paying close attention to formatting details for various
source types, and adhering to best practices, writers can produce polished,
credible, and well-documented work. Proficiency in Chicago style not only
demonstrates a commitment to academic integrity but also enhances the clarity
and professionalism of your writing, ultimately contributing to its impact
and reception.

Q: What is the main difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago
style?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the
Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (author, year, page
number).

Q: When should I use the Chicago Notes-Bibliography
system?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system is generally preferred in the humanities,
such as history, literature, and art history, where detailed commentary and
extensive source information are often required.

Q: When should I use the Chicago Author-Date system?
A: The Author-Date system is commonly used in the social sciences and some
scientific fields, like sociology, political science, and anthropology, where
conciseness and currency of research are emphasized.

Q: What information must be included in a footnote or
endnote in the Notes-Bibliography system?
A: The first time a source is cited, the note must include full publication
details, including author, title, place of publication, publisher, year, and
specific page number(s). Subsequent citations use a shortened format.



Q: What information must be included in an in-text
citation in the Author-Date system?
A: An in-text citation in the Author-Date system typically includes the
author's last name, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s)
if a particular passage is being referenced.

Q: What is the purpose of the Bibliography in the
Notes-Bibliography system?
A: The Bibliography lists all sources cited in the text, as well as any other
sources consulted, and provides full publication details for each. Entries
are alphabetized.

Q: What is the purpose of the Reference List in the
Author-Date system?
A: The Reference List, found at the end of the document, contains full
bibliographic information for all sources cited in the text. It is
alphabetized and serves as a complete inventory of cited works.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style?
A: Citing a website involves providing the author (if available), title of
the page or document, website name, publication date (if available), and the
URL. Stability of the source is a key consideration.

Q: Can I mix the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date
systems in the same paper?
A: No, you must choose one system and use it consistently throughout your
entire paper. Mixing systems will result in confusion and is not permissible
in Chicago style.

Q: Where can I find the most authoritative guidance
on Chicago style?
A: The most authoritative source is the official publication: The Chicago
Manual of Style, 17th edition (or the latest edition available). Online
resources from reputable academic institutions also offer helpful summaries.

Chicago Style Paper Styles

Chicago Style Paper Styles

https://www.chem.study/textbooks-032/chicago-style-paper-styles.pdf


Related Articles
chicago style publication writing guide
chicago style publishing resources
chicago style paper formatting for term paper

Back to Home

https://www.chem.study/textbooks-032/chicago-style-publication-writing-guide.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-032/chicago-style-publishing-resources.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-032/chicago-style-paper-formatting-for-term-paper.pdf
https://www.chem.study

