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The Chicago Style Paper Formatting for Political Science Paper: A Comprehensive Guide

Chicago style paper formatting for political science paper requirements can seem daunting,
but mastering them is crucial for academic success. This comprehensive guide will demystify the
process, providing clear instructions and best practices for adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) in your political science coursework. From understanding the dual citation systems to
meticulously crafting your bibliography, we will cover every essential element. This article will delve
into the nuances of footnotes/endnotes versus the author-date system, title page essentials,
organizing your arguments, in-text citations, and the proper construction of your reference list or
bibliography. By following these guidelines, you will produce polished, professional, and
academically sound papers that meet the rigorous standards of political science scholarship.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct systems for documenting sources: the notes
and bibliography system and the author-date system. For political science papers, understanding
which system your instructor requires is paramount. The notes and bibliography system relies
heavily on footnotes or endnotes for citations, with a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the
paper. This method is often favored in humanities and some social science disciplines where
nuanced attribution and extensive explanatory notes are beneficial. Conversely, the author-date
system uses parenthetical citations within the text, consisting of the author's last name and the year
of publication, which are then elaborated upon in a reference list at the end. This system is generally
more common in the sciences and some social sciences, including political science, for its
conciseness and ease of tracking sources during research. Always clarify with your professor which
of these two systems you should employ for your specific assignment.

The choice between these systems impacts not only how you cite within your text but also the final
section of your paper. The notes and bibliography system requires a detailed bibliography that lists
all sources cited, typically arranged alphabetically by author's last name. Each entry includes full
publication details. The author-date system, on the other hand, necessitates a reference list that only
includes sources that have been directly cited in the paper. The structure of these lists also differs,
with the author-date system prioritizing the author and date upfront to facilitate quick identification.
Familiarizing yourself with the specific requirements of each system will prevent costly errors and



ensure your work is presented professionally.

Essential Elements of a Chicago Style Political Science
Paper

Beyond citation formatting, several structural and presentational elements are fundamental to a
Chicago style political science paper. These include adherence to specific margins, font styles, line
spacing, and the correct placement of page numbers. Generally, a Chicago style paper requires 1-
inch margins on all sides of the page, a standard, readable font such as Times New Roman or Arial in
12-point size, and double-spacing throughout the entire document, including block quotes and the
bibliography. Page numbers are typically placed in the upper right-hand corner of each page,
starting from the title page (though some instructors may prefer them to begin on the first page of
text).

The organization of your paper is also a critical component of Chicago style formatting. A well-
structured paper flows logically from an introduction that clearly states your thesis and outlines your
argument, through body paragraphs that develop your points with evidence, to a concluding section
that synthesizes your findings. Political science papers often benefit from clear topic sentences
within paragraphs, smooth transitions between ideas, and the effective use of headings and
subheadings to guide the reader through complex arguments. The precise formatting of these
elements ensures clarity and professionalism, enhancing the overall impact of your research and
analysis.

Crafting Your Title Page

The title page in Chicago style, especially when using the notes and bibliography system, often
includes specific information presented in a particular order. While not all instructors require a
separate title page (some may prefer the title to appear at the top of the first page of text), when it is
required, it should be centered on the page. Typically, the title of your paper is prominently
displayed, followed by your name, the course name and number, your instructor's name, and the
date of submission. Ensure all this information is double-spaced and centered on the page, with
adequate spacing between each element for visual appeal and clarity. The page number is usually
omitted from the title page itself, but it is counted as page 1 in the sequence.

For papers utilizing the author-date system, the title page might follow a slightly different
convention, though the core information remains similar. The primary goal of the title page is to
provide essential identification of the work and its author. Consistency is key; if your instructor
specifies a particular format for the title page, always adhere to those instructions above general
guidelines. Remember that the title page sets the first impression of your paper, so ensure it is neat,
professional, and free of errors. The title should be descriptive of your paper's content and engaging
enough to capture the reader's interest.



Structuring Your Political Science Paper

A robust structure is the backbone of any persuasive academic paper, and political science research
is no exception. A typical Chicago style paper will commence with an introduction that clearly
articulates the research question or problem, presents your thesis statement—the central argument
of your paper—and briefly outlines the main points you will explore. This roadmap helps the reader
understand the direction and purpose of your analysis. Following the introduction, body paragraphs
will delve into specific aspects of your argument, each ideally focusing on a single idea supported by
evidence from your research. Ensure smooth transitions between paragraphs to maintain a coherent
flow.

The concluding section should not merely summarize your previous points but should synthesize
them, reiterating your thesis in light of the evidence presented and offering broader implications or
suggestions for future research. Avoid introducing new information in the conclusion. For political
science papers, especially those involving analysis of theories, events, or policies, the logical
progression of arguments, supported by credible sources and citations, is paramount. Consider using
subheadings to break up longer sections and improve readability, particularly for complex topics or
extensive research papers. These structural elements, when executed with care, significantly
enhance the clarity and persuasive power of your political science analysis.

Mastering In-Text Citations: Footnotes vs. Author-Date

When employing the notes and bibliography system in Chicago style, in-text citations are made using
superscript numbers that correspond to either footnotes at the bottom of the page or endnotes at the
end of the paper. Each note begins with a superscript number matching the one in the text. The first
time a source is cited, the note should include full bibliographic information for that source.
Subsequent citations of the same source can use a shortened form, typically including the author's
last name, a shortened title of the work, and the page number. This system allows for extensive
detail and explanatory comments directly within the text, which can be invaluable for complex
political science arguments.

For the author-date system, in-text citations are more concise and appear directly within the
sentence. They consist of the author's last name and the year of publication, enclosed in
parentheses. For example, (Smith 2020). If you are referencing a specific page or range of pages,
you would include that as well, like (Smith 2020, 45). If the author's name is mentioned in the
sentence, you only need to include the year in parentheses. This method is generally preferred for its
efficiency, allowing readers to quickly identify the source of information without extensive footnotes.
Regardless of the system chosen, accuracy in matching in-text citations to your bibliography or
reference list is critical for avoiding plagiarism and maintaining academic integrity.

The Art of the Bibliography or Reference List

The bibliography or reference list is the cornerstone of demonstrating your research and
acknowledging your sources. For the notes and bibliography system, you will create a bibliography



that includes all sources cited in your paper. This list is typically arranged alphabetically by the
author's last name. Each entry provides complete publication details, including author(s), title,
publication city, publisher, and year of publication. The format for each source type (book, journal
article, website, etc.) has specific rules that must be followed meticulously. For instance, book titles
are italicized, and article titles might be placed in quotation marks.

With the author-date system, you will compile a reference list, which includes only the sources that
have been directly cited in your paper. Like the bibliography, the reference list is alphabetized by
the author's last name. However, the format for each entry emphasizes the author and date upfront.
For example, a book entry might look like: Smith, John. 2020. Theories of International Relations.
New York: Academic Press. The consistent and accurate formatting of your bibliography or
reference list is crucial for allowing your readers to locate and verify your sources, thereby
strengthening the credibility of your political science research. Proofreading this section carefully is
essential, as even minor errors can detract from your work's professionalism.

Formatting Tables and Figures

When incorporating tables and figures into your political science paper, Chicago style provides
guidelines for clear presentation. Tables, which present data in rows and columns, should be clearly
labeled with a number (e.g., Table 1) and a descriptive title. The table itself should be easy to read,
with clear headings for columns and rows. Notes for tables, if necessary, are placed below the table
and are distinct from footnotes or endnotes. Figures, which can include graphs, charts, maps, or
images, are treated similarly. Each figure must be labeled with a number (e.g., Figure 1) and a
caption that explains its content. Ensure all visual elements are integrated logically within your text
and referenced appropriately.

The placement of tables and figures is also important. They should generally appear as close as
possible to the text that discusses them. If a table or figure is particularly long or complex, it might
be placed in an appendix at the end of the paper, with a clear indication in the text where it can be
found. Ensure all sources for the data or images used in your tables and figures are properly cited,
either within the table/figure notes or in your main citations. Proper formatting of these visual aids
enhances the clarity of your arguments and the professional presentation of your political science
research.

Final Review and Proofreading

Before submitting your Chicago style political science paper, a thorough final review and meticulous
proofreading are absolutely indispensable. This stage involves checking not only for grammatical
errors, spelling mistakes, and typos but also for consistency in your formatting. Double-check that all
citations, both in-text and in your bibliography/reference list, adhere precisely to Chicago style
guidelines. Ensure that page numbers are correctly placed, margins are consistent, and line spacing
is uniform throughout the document. A common error is inconsistent formatting of block quotes or
the capitalization of titles. Reading your paper aloud can help catch awkward phrasing or errors that
your eyes might otherwise skim over.



It is also beneficial to have a fresh pair of eyes review your work. A peer or a writing center tutor
can often spot errors that you might have missed due to familiarity with the text. Pay special
attention to the logic and flow of your arguments. Does your thesis statement remain consistent? Do
your body paragraphs effectively support your claims? Is your conclusion a strong synthesis of your
findings? A well-formatted and error-free paper demonstrates your attention to detail and your
commitment to academic rigor, ultimately enhancing the credibility and impact of your political
science research. Treat this final review as an integral part of the writing process, not an
afterthought.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes and
bibliography system and the author-date system in Chicago
style for political science papers?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and presented at the end. The
notes and bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and concludes with a
comprehensive bibliography. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations (Author Year) in
the text and concludes with a reference list that includes only cited sources.

Q: When should I use footnotes versus endnotes in Chicago
style for my political science paper?
A: Both are acceptable within the notes and bibliography system. Footnotes appear at the bottom of
the page where the citation is made, while endnotes are collected at the end of the paper, preceding
the bibliography. The choice often depends on instructor preference or stylistic considerations for
clarity and reader convenience.

Q: How do I format a book title in a Chicago style bibliography
for a political science paper?
A: In a Chicago style bibliography (notes and bibliography system), book titles are italicized and
followed by publication information. In an author-date reference list, the book title is also italicized,
and the entry begins with the author's name and publication year.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a source multiple times in
Chicago style using the notes and bibliography system?
A: The first citation of a source should be full. Subsequent citations can use a shortened form,
typically including the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the specific page
number(s). If citing the exact same source and page number consecutively, you can use "Ibid."



Q: Do I need a title page for every Chicago style paper in
political science?
A: Not always. The requirement for a separate title page can vary by instructor. If required, it
typically includes the paper title, author's name, course information, instructor's name, and
submission date, all centered and double-spaced. Always check your assignment guidelines.

Q: How should I handle block quotes in a Chicago style
political science paper?
A: Block quotes, typically for passages of 40 words or more, should be formatted as indented
paragraphs, without quotation marks. The citation should follow the block quote, usually without a
period before it, as the period comes at the end of the citation.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?
A: A bibliography, used with the notes and bibliography system, lists all sources consulted, whether
cited or not. A reference list, used with the author-date system, includes only those sources that
have been explicitly cited within the text of the paper.

Q: How do I cite a government document in Chicago style for a
political science paper?
A: Citing government documents can be complex. Generally, you'll cite the issuing agency as the
author, followed by the title of the document, and then publication details. For the author-date
system, the agency name and year are used in the text. Always consult a recent edition of The
Chicago Manual of Style or your instructor for specific guidance on government publications.
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