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Understanding Chicago Style Paper Formatting for Magazines

chicago style paper formatting for magazines plays a crucial role in ensuring clarity, consistency, and
academic rigor in published works, particularly when articles are intended for a professional or scholarly
audience that adheres to this widely recognized citation and style guide. This comprehensive approach to
formatting encompasses everything from the intricate details of in-text citations and the construction of
bibliographies to the broader presentation of the manuscript, including margins, spacing, and the proper use of
headings and subheadings. For writers aiming to submit articles to academic journals, literary reviews, or even
certain high-brow magazines that require adherence to established scholarly conventions, mastering the
nuances of Chicago style is not merely a suggestion but a fundamental requirement for acceptance. This article
delves deep into the essential components of Chicago style as applied to magazine submissions, providing a clear
roadmap for authors to follow. We will explore the two primary systems of citation within Chicago style –
notes and bibliography, and author-date – and detail their specific applications in magazine contexts.
Furthermore, we will cover the intricacies of formatting a bibliography or reference list, the proper methods
for citing various source types commonly encountered in magazine articles, and the general manuscript
preparation guidelines that contribute to a polished and professional submission.
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The Two Chicago Style Systems: Notes & Bibliography vs. Author-
Date

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct systems for citation: the notes and bibliography
system and the author-date system. While both are widely accepted, their suitability for different types of
publications, including magazines, can vary.

The Notes and Bibliography System

The notes and bibliography system is the preferred method for many disciplines, particularly in the humanities,
and is often favored by publications that value detailed source acknowledgment. In this system, citations are
provided through numbered footnotes or endnotes within the text. Each note corresponds to a superscript



number in the manuscript and appears either at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document
(endnote). These notes offer the full bibliographic information for the source the first time it is cited, and
subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened. A comprehensive bibliography, listing all sources
cited in the notes, is typically included at the end of the article or publication. This system allows for
extensive commentary and direct quotation without disrupting the flow of the main text, making it a robust
choice for in-depth magazine articles requiring substantial research and detailed referencing.

The Author-Date System

The author-date system is more common in the social sciences and sciences. It uses parenthetical in-text
citations that include the author's last name and the year of publication (e.g., Smith 2023). This is often
followed by a page number if a direct quote is used (e.g., Smith 2023, 45). A corresponding reference list,
alphabetized by author's last name, appears at the end of the article, providing the full bibliographic details
for each source cited. While less common for traditional academic journals, some contemporary magazines,
especially those with a scientific or social science focus, might adopt this system for its directness and ease of
immediate source identification within the prose. For magazine submissions, understanding which system your
target publication prefers is paramount.

Manuscript Formatting Essentials for Magazine Submissions

Beyond citation styles, the overall presentation of your manuscript is critical for professional magazine
submissions. Adhering to specific formatting guidelines demonstrates attention to detail and respect for the
publication's standards. These guidelines ensure that your work is easy to read, edit, and integrate into the
magazine's layout.

General Formatting Guidelines

Most magazines, regardless of their preferred citation style, will have standard manuscript formatting
expectations. These typically include using a standard, readable font such as Times New Roman or Arial,
usually in 12-point size. Double-spacing the entire manuscript, including block quotes and the bibliography or
reference list, is a common requirement to facilitate ease of reading and editing. Margins are generally set at one
inch on all sides, providing ample space for notes and edits. Each page should be numbered consecutively,
typically in the upper right-hand corner, and the first page should include your name, address, phone number, and
email address, along with the title of the article. For Chicago style, especially in the notes and bibliography
system, this foundational formatting is essential for clarity.

Title Page and Article Structure

While not always explicitly requested for magazine submissions in the same way as academic papers, a clear
title is always necessary. Some publications may request a separate title page, while others prefer the title
to appear on the first page of the manuscript, along with your contact information. The article itself should
be logically structured with an engaging introduction that hooks the reader, well-developed body paragraphs
that present your arguments or information, and a satisfying conclusion. Within the body, the use of
subheadings, as outlined by Chicago style principles, can greatly enhance readability and organization, guiding
the reader through complex information, which is particularly important for longer feature articles in
magazines.



In-Text Citations in Chicago Style for Magazines

The method of in-text citation directly reflects which of the two Chicago style systems you are employing.
Whether using notes or author-date, the goal is to seamlessly integrate source information into your text or
provide clear pointers to that information.

Footnotes and Endnotes (Notes and Bibliography System)

When using the notes and bibliography system, superscript numbers are placed within the text immediately
following the borrowed material or statement requiring attribution. For magazines that prefer this system,
these numbers are crucial. The first time a source is cited, the corresponding footnote or endnote will contain
complete bibliographic details, including author, title, publication information, and page number(s). Subsequent
citations of the same source can be significantly shortened, typically including the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number. For very frequent citations of a single source, the abbreviation "ibid."
(meaning "in the same place") may be used if the citation immediately follows the previous one for the same
source and page. This system is excellent for magazine articles where you might want to include supplementary
information or elaborate on a point without interrupting the main narrative flow, offering a nuanced way to
engage with sources.

Parenthetical Citations (Author-Date System)

In the author-date system, the citation appears directly within the sentence or at the end of it, enclosed in
parentheses. It typically includes the author's last name and the year of publication, for example, (Miller
2021). If you are quoting directly, you must also include the page number, such as (Miller 2021, 78). When
the author's name is mentioned in the text of the article, the year can often be omitted if the reference is clear,
or placed immediately after the author's name in parentheses. This method is more direct and can be helpful for
readers who want to quickly identify the source of information without referring to endnotes or footnotes,
making it a concise option for certain magazine formats.

Crafting Your Bibliography or Reference List

Whether you use footnotes/endnotes or author-date citations, a concluding list of all consulted and cited
sources is indispensable in Chicago style. The format and title of this list will differ based on the system
chosen.

Bibliography (Notes and Bibliography System)

For publications using the notes and bibliography system, the concluding section is titled "Bibliography." This
list is alphabetized by the author's last name. Each entry provides full bibliographic details for every source
cited in the notes, formatted in a specific manner depending on the source type (book, journal article, magazine
article, website, etc.). The bibliography allows readers to locate and consult the original sources themselves.
Proper formatting of this list is crucial for academic integrity and is a hallmark of Chicago style magazine
submissions. Pay close attention to the order of information, punctuation, and the use of italics for titles of
larger works.



Reference List (Author-Date System)

If you are employing the author-date system, the concluding list is typically called a "Reference List." Similar
to the bibliography, it is alphabetized by the author's last name. Each entry in the reference list corresponds
directly to an in-text parenthetical citation and provides complete publication details. The primary difference in
formatting between a bibliography and a reference list often lies in how initial publication details are presented
and the inclusion of specific elements like DOIs or URLs. Consistency in formatting within this list is paramount,
ensuring that readers can easily find and verify the sources referenced within your magazine article.

Citing Common Magazine Article Sources

Magazine articles draw from a variety of sources, and Chicago style provides specific guidelines for citing
each. Accuracy in these citations is key to avoiding plagiarism and giving proper credit.

Magazines and Periodicals

Citing a magazine article within the notes and bibliography system typically includes the author's name, the
title of the article in quotation marks, the title of the magazine italicized, the volume and issue number (if
applicable), the date of publication, and the page number(s) on which the article appears. For example: Jane Doe,
"The Future of AI," Tech Weekly, October 26, 2023, 35. In the author-date system, this would appear as
(Doe 2023, 35). The specific formatting for magazine titles, dates, and page numbers should be meticulously
followed as per the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style.

Books

When citing a book, the notes and bibliography system requires the author's full name, the title of the book
italicized, publication information (city, publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) if referencing a
particular part of the book. For example: John Smith, The Art of Writing (New York: Penguin Books, 2022),
112. In the author-date system, this would be (Smith 2022, 112). Ensure that all bibliographic details are
accurate and complete.

Websites and Online Sources

Citing online sources requires including the author (if available), the title of the specific page or article, the
name of the website (often italicized), the publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL. It is
also crucial to include the date you accessed the material. For example: Sarah Lee, "Understanding Digital
Publishing," Media Today Online, November 1, 2023, accessed November 15, 2023,
www.mediatodayonline.com/digitalpublishing. In the author-date system, this might be (Lee 2023). Many online
magazines have their own specific digital citation requirements, so always check their submission guidelines.

Special Considerations for Magazine Formatting

While the core principles of Chicago style remain consistent, applying them to magazine submissions often
involves adapting to the publication's specific editorial needs and audience. This includes understanding how
Chicago style integrates with journalistic conventions.



Consistency and Adaptability

The most critical aspect of using Chicago style for magazines is maintaining absolute consistency in your
chosen citation system and formatting throughout the entire article. If the magazine's editorial guidelines offer
specific modifications to Chicago style – for instance, requesting a particular way to handle digital article
citations or a preferred date format – it is essential to adhere to those directives precisely. This adaptability
shows professionalism and ensures your manuscript fits seamlessly into their established workflow and
publication style. The goal is to make your work accessible and professional for the magazine's readers and
editors.

When to Deviate (and When Not To)

In general, for academic-leaning magazines or literary journals, adherence to Chicago style is expected to be
very strict. For more general interest or commercial magazines, editors might have a more streamlined approach
or a house style that borrows from Chicago but simplifies certain elements. Always prioritize the magazine's
specific submission guidelines over general Chicago style rules if there is a conflict. However, fundamental
elements like proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism remain non-negotiable. If a magazine doesn't explicitly
state its citation style, defaulting to Chicago style (and clearly indicating which system you've used) is a
safe and professional approach, particularly for feature articles that require a degree of depth and
authority.

FAQ

Q: Is Chicago style formatting primarily for academic papers, or is it
applicable to magazines?
A: Chicago style formatting is highly applicable to magazines, particularly those with an academic, literary,
or in-depth journalistic focus. While it originated in academic publishing, its two citation systems (notes-
bibliography and author-date) provide robust frameworks for acknowledging sources, which is crucial for
credibility in any published medium, including magazines.

Q: Which of the two Chicago style systems is more common for magazines?
A: The notes and bibliography system is more traditionally common for magazines that value detailed source
attribution, especially in the humanities and arts. However, the author-date system is increasingly seen in
magazines with a scientific or social science focus due to its directness. It's essential to check the specific
magazine's submission guidelines to determine their preference.

Q: How do I format a bibliography entry for a magazine article in Chicago
style?
A: For a magazine article using the notes and bibliography system, a typical entry includes the author's full
name, the title of the article in quotation marks, the title of the magazine italicized, the date of publication,
and the page number(s). For example: John Doe, "The Evolution of Print," Magazine Today, March 2023, 45-50.

Q: What are the essential manuscript formatting requirements when using



Chicago style for a magazine submission?
A: Essential manuscript formatting typically includes using a readable 12-point font (like Times New Roman),
double-spacing the entire document, setting one-inch margins on all sides, and numbering pages consecutively. The
first page usually contains your contact information and the article title. These foundational elements ensure
readability and ease of editing.

Q: When citing an online magazine article in Chicago style, what information
must be included?
A: When citing an online magazine article in Chicago style, you should include the author's name (if available),
the title of the article in quotation marks, the name of the magazine italicized, the publication date, the URL,
and the date you accessed the content. For example: Jane Smith, "Digital Trends," Online Magazine Review, April
15, 2023, accessed November 15, 2023, www.onlinemagazinereview.com/digitaltrends.

Q: Should I use footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations in a magazine
article formatted in Chicago style?
A: If the magazine specifies the notes and bibliography system, you will use either footnotes or endnotes.
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while endnotes are compiled at the end
of the article. Always confirm with the magazine's submission guidelines which of these is preferred, or if they
have a specific convention.

Q: How does Chicago style address block quotes within magazine articles?
A: In Chicago style, block quotes (longer quotations, typically 5 lines or more) are set off from the main
text as freestanding paragraphs, indented from the left margin, and usually single-spaced. They do not use
quotation marks at the beginning or end. The citation follows the block quote.

Q: What is the difference between a Bibliography and a Reference List in
Chicago style for magazines?
A: A Bibliography is used with the notes and bibliography system and lists all sources cited in the notes,
providing a comprehensive overview of research. A Reference List is used with the author-date system and
contains only the sources directly cited within the text. Both are alphabetized by author's last name.
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