
chicago style paper formatting for literature
review
The Chicago style paper formatting for literature review demands meticulous attention to detail to
ensure academic integrity and clarity. This comprehensive guide will navigate you through the
essential elements of structuring your literature review according to Chicago Manual of Style
guidelines, covering everything from title pages and margins to citations and bibliographies.
Mastering these formatting nuances is crucial for presenting your research effectively, allowing your
scholarly work to shine through without being overshadowed by presentation errors. Understanding
the intricacies of Chicago style, whether you opt for the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system,
is key to producing a polished and professional document that adheres to academic standards.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Literature Reviews

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide for
academic writing. When preparing a literature review in Chicago style, understanding its core
principles is paramount. This style guide offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. For a literature review, the choice between these two often
depends on the specific requirements of your academic institution or publisher, though the Notes-
Bibliography system is frequently preferred in the humanities, while Author-Date is common in the
sciences and social sciences. Regardless of the chosen system, consistency and adherence to the
rules are non-negotiable for a professional presentation of your research.

The fundamental goal of adhering to Chicago style for your literature review is to provide a clear,
organized, and verifiable framework for your research. This means ensuring that every citation
accurately reflects the source material and that the overall document follows a predictable and
easily navigable structure. By meticulously applying these guidelines, you not only demonstrate
respect for scholarly conventions but also enhance the credibility and readability of your work,
allowing your analysis and synthesis of existing literature to take center stage.

The Chicago Style Title Page for a Literature Review



A properly formatted title page is the first impression your Chicago style literature review makes. It
must be clear, concise, and contain specific elements presented in a particular order and style.
Typically, the title page should include the full title of the paper, your name, the name of the course
(if applicable), the instructor's name, and the date. Each of these elements should be centered on the
page and appropriately spaced to create a balanced and professional look.

The title of your literature review should be prominent and descriptive, clearly indicating the subject
matter. It is usually presented in all capital letters or title case and is placed in the upper half of the
page. Your name follows, typically double-spaced below the title. Further down, you will list the
course information and instructor's name, followed by the date, usually presented in a month, day,
year format. It is crucial to double-check the specific requirements of your institution, as minor
variations in spacing or content may be requested.

Essential Elements of the Title Page

Full Title of the Literature Review

Your Name

Course Name and Number

Instructor's Name

Date of Submission

Formatting the Body of Your Chicago Style Literature
Review

The body of your literature review, formatted in Chicago style, requires adherence to specific
guidelines regarding margins, spacing, pagination, and headings to ensure clarity and
professionalism. These structural elements are as important as the content itself for a well-received
academic paper. Properly formatted text guides the reader smoothly through your analysis and
synthesis of the literature, preventing distractions and reinforcing the academic rigor of your work.

Margins should be set at one inch on all sides of the page: top, bottom, left, and right. This
consistent margin provides ample white space, making the text easier to read. The entire document,
including quotations and footnotes or endnotes, should generally be double-spaced. This applies to
paragraphs, block quotations, and the bibliography or reference list, although some instructors may
permit single-spacing for the bibliography. Page numbers are typically placed in the upper right-
hand corner, starting with the first page of the body text (after the title page and any preliminary
pages like an abstract or table of contents, if used). The title page itself is not numbered, but it
counts as page 1 in the sequence.



Paragraph and Indentation Standards

Paragraphs in a Chicago style literature review are typically indented. The first line of each
paragraph should be indented approximately half an inch (often represented by the tab key). This
indentation clearly signals the beginning of a new paragraph and helps to break up the text visually.
Block quotations, which are typically used for longer passages of text (usually four or more lines),
should be formatted differently. They are not indented as a whole unit; instead, they are set off from
the main text by being indented further from the left margin (usually one inch) and are typically
single-spaced, with an extra line of space above and below the block quote.

Headings and Subheadings

While Chicago style does not mandate a specific heading structure, using clear and consistent
headings and subheadings is essential for organizing your literature review. Headings should be
used to delineate different sections or themes within your review. Their formatting should be distinct
and hierarchical, allowing readers to quickly identify the organization of your material. For example,
main headings might be centered and in bold, while subheadings could be left-aligned and italicized.
Always consult your instructor for specific preferences regarding heading levels and formatting
within your literature review.

In-Text Citations in Chicago Style for Literature
Reviews

Accurate in-text citation is a cornerstone of any academic paper, and for a Chicago style literature
review, it is no different. The method of citation depends on whether you are using the Notes-
Bibliography system or the Author-Date system. Both systems aim to provide readers with enough
information to locate the original source, but they do so through different mechanisms within the
text.

Notes-Bibliography System Citations

In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are handled through superscript numbers that
correspond to footnotes or endnotes. Each time you quote, paraphrase, or refer to an idea from a
source, you insert a superscript Arabic numeral in the text, immediately after the relevant sentence
or clause, and usually before any punctuation. These numbers then correspond to a numbered note
at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote). The first time a source
is cited, the note contains full bibliographic details. Subsequent citations of the same source are
typically shortened.

For example, a first note might look like this:

1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York:



Vintage Books, 1977), 17.

A subsequent note for the same source would be much shorter:

2. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 45.

Author-Date System Citations

The Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations directly within the text, which include the
author's last name and the year of publication. This is generally considered more concise for
scientific and social science disciplines. For example, if you are citing a work by John Smith
published in 2020, the citation would appear as (Smith 2020). If you are referring to a specific page,
you would include the page number: (Smith 2020, 34). If there are multiple authors, the citation
format adjusts accordingly. For instance, two authors might be cited as (Smith and Jones 2021), and
three or more as (Smith et al. 2022).

The main advantage of the Author-Date system for a literature review is its immediacy; readers can
see the source and date of publication directly within the text, which can be particularly useful for
tracing the development of ideas over time. The full bibliographic information for each source is
then provided in a reference list at the end of the paper.

Creating the Bibliography or Reference List in Chicago
Style

Whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography system or the Author-Date system, the final section of
your Chicago style literature review will include a comprehensive list of all sources cited. This list is
titled either "Bibliography" (for the Notes-Bibliography system) or "Reference List" (for the Author-
Date system) and is placed at the very end of the document. Both lists are crucial for academic
integrity, allowing readers to verify your sources and explore the literature further.

The bibliography or reference list is typically single-spaced within each entry, with a double space
between entries. However, some instructors may prefer double-spacing throughout. The entries are
generally arranged in alphabetical order by the author's last name. Consistency in formatting is
paramount, with specific rules for books, journal articles, websites, and other types of sources.
Adhering to these rules ensures that your work is perceived as professional and meticulously
prepared.

Formatting Books in the Bibliography

When formatting a book in your bibliography using the Notes-Bibliography system, the entry
typically includes the author's full name (last name first), the full title of the book in italics, and
publication information (city of publication, publisher, and year). For example:

Smith, John. The History of Ideas. New York: Academic Press, 2018.



For the Author-Date system, the format is similar, but the year of publication appears immediately
after the author's name:

Smith, John. 2018. The History of Ideas. New York: Academic Press.

Formatting Journal Articles in the Bibliography

Journal articles require specific formatting, including the author's name, the article title in quotation
marks, the journal title in italics, the volume and issue numbers, and the year of publication. A page
range for the article is also essential. For the Notes-Bibliography system:

Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Literary Criticism." Journal of Modern Literature 45, no. 2 (2019):
123-145.

For the Author-Date system:

Doe, Jane. 2019. "The Evolution of Literary Criticism." Journal of Modern Literature 45, no. 2:
123-145.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Literature Review
Formatting

While the guidelines for Chicago style paper formatting for literature review are detailed, several
common pitfalls can trip up even experienced writers. Being aware of these frequent errors can help
you proactively avoid them, ensuring a more polished and credible final document. Most issues arise
from a lack of attention to detail or misinterpreting specific rules.

One prevalent mistake is inconsistency in citation formatting. Whether it's the placement of commas,
the use of italics, or the order of information in notes or the bibliography, any deviation from the
established Chicago Manual of Style rules can detract from the professionalism of your work.
Another common error is incorrect formatting of block quotations or the failure to distinguish them
from regular paragraphs. Furthermore, misnumbered footnotes or endnotes, or incorrect page
numbering, can confuse readers and undermine the integrity of your citations. Proofreading
meticulously for these types of errors is critical.

Citation Inconsistencies

The most frequent errors in Chicago style citations stem from inconsistency. This includes variations
in how author names are presented (e.g., full name vs. last name only in notes), the punctuation
within citation elements, and the treatment of indirect sources. For example, consistently using full
author names in the first note but only last names in subsequent notes is standard, but applying this
inconsistently across different sources will be problematic. Similarly, ensuring all journal titles are
italicized and all article titles are in quotation marks, and doing so for every entry, is vital.



Pagination and Spacing Errors

Errors related to pagination and spacing are also quite common. This can include incorrect
placement of page numbers, omitting page numbers from citations where they are required, or using
inconsistent spacing within the text and the bibliography. For instance, failing to double-space the
entire document (with exceptions for block quotes and the bibliography, depending on instructor
preference) or improperly indenting paragraphs and block quotes are frequent oversights. Ensuring
that the bibliography is alphabetized correctly and that there is appropriate spacing between entries
and within entries is also crucial.

Meticulous proofreading and using style guides or citation management tools can significantly
reduce these formatting errors. A final review specifically dedicated to checking all formatting
elements, not just content, is highly recommended before submission.

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style paper formatting for literature review requires diligence
and a thorough understanding of the manual's guidelines. By paying close attention to the title page,
body text formatting, in-text citations, and bibliography creation, you can produce a literature
review that is not only well-researched but also impeccably presented. Remember that consistency
and accuracy are key to demonstrating your scholarly rigor and allowing your insights into the
existing body of knowledge to be recognized and appreciated.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style for a
literature review?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes-Bibliography
system uses superscript numbers linked to footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses
parenthetical citations containing the author's last name and publication year directly within the
text. Both systems culminate in a bibliography or reference list at the end of the paper.

Q: Should the title page of a Chicago style literature review be
numbered?
A: No, the title page of a Chicago style literature review is generally not numbered. It is considered
page one of the document in the overall count, but the Arabic numeral "1" is not displayed on it.
Subsequent pages are numbered sequentially.

Q: How should block quotations be formatted in a Chicago
style literature review?
A: Block quotations, typically four or more lines of text, should be set off from the main body of the
text by being indented further from the left margin (usually one inch). They are often single-spaced,



with an extra line of space above and below the quotation. The quotation marks are omitted from
block quotes; the indentation itself signals that it is a block quote.

Q: What is the correct spacing for the bibliography or
reference list in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, entries in the bibliography or reference list are generally single-spaced within
each entry, with a double space (a blank line) between entries. However, it is always advisable to
check with your instructor or publisher for their specific spacing preferences, as some may prefer
double-spacing throughout.

Q: Can I use abbreviations in my footnotes or endnotes for
frequently cited sources in Chicago style?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style permits the use of shortened citations for sources that are cited
multiple times in your footnotes or endnotes. After the first full citation, subsequent citations can be
shortened to include the author's last name, a shortened title (if necessary to distinguish from other
works by the same author), and the page number.

Q: How do I cite a source that has no author in Chicago style?
A: If a source has no author, the citation in Chicago style (both in-text and in the
bibliography/reference list) begins with the title of the work. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the
title is followed by the publication information. For the Author-Date system, the title is followed by
the year of publication.

Q: What is the correct way to format the author's name in a
Chicago style bibliography?
A: In a Chicago style bibliography (for both Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems), the
author's last name is always listed first, followed by their first name. This is so the entries can be
alphabetized correctly by last name. For example: Smith, John.

Q: Should I italicize book titles and journal titles in Chicago
style?
A: Yes, in Chicago style, book titles and journal titles are consistently italicized in both in-text
citations (if applicable) and in the bibliography or reference list. Article titles within journals are
typically enclosed in quotation marks.
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