
chicago style paper formatting for humanities
research paper

chicago style paper formatting for humanities research paper is a crucial skill for students and academics
navigating the complexities of scholarly writing. Mastering this citation style ensures clarity, credibility,
and adherence to academic integrity, particularly within fields like literature, history, philosophy, and art.
This comprehensive guide will delve into the essential components of Chicago style, from the title page
and abstract to in-text citations and the bibliography. We will break down the intricacies of both the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems, offering practical advice and detailed examples to help you
effectively format your humanities research papers. Understanding these guidelines will not only improve
your paper's presentation but also strengthen your arguments by clearly attributing sources and
demonstrating thorough research. Prepare to demystify Chicago style and elevate your academic writing to
a professional standard.
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Title Page and Abstract for Chicago Style Humanities Papers
The title page in Chicago style is a cornerstone of your research paper’s initial presentation. It provides
essential identifying information in a clear and organized manner. While not always strictly required by
every instructor, it is generally expected for formal submissions, especially in the humanities. The title
should be centered on the page, followed by your name, the course number and name, the instructor’s
name, and the submission date, all typically double-spaced and centered as well. Ensuring this page is
meticulously prepared sets a professional tone from the outset of your academic work.

An abstract is a concise summary of your research paper, typically no more than 250 words, though this can
vary. It should provide a brief overview of your research question, methodology, key findings, and
conclusions. The abstract is placed on a separate page after the title page and is not usually assigned a page
number. For humanities research, the abstract should succinctly capture the essence of your argument and
its significance within the broader scholarly conversation. It serves as a crucial first impression for readers,
allowing them to quickly grasp the core of your work.



General Formatting Guidelines for Chicago Style Research Papers
When preparing your Chicago style paper for the humanities, several general formatting guidelines are
paramount to ensure consistency and readability. The entire document should be double-spaced, including
block quotations, but not the bibliography. Margins should be set at one inch on all sides of the page. Font
choice is also important; a standard, legible serif font like Times New Roman or Garamond in 12-point size
is recommended. Page numbers should appear in the upper right-hand corner of each page, starting with
the first page of the text (after the title page and abstract, if applicable). These seemingly small details
contribute significantly to the overall professionalism and academic rigor of your research paper.

Block quotations, which are typically longer than 40 words or four lines of text, require special formatting.
They should be indented one-half inch from the left margin and should not be enclosed in quotation marks.
The citation for a block quotation immediately follows the quotation, often without a preceding period.
Consistency in applying these rules is key to avoiding errors and maintaining a polished appearance for
your Chicago style paper.

The Notes-Bibliography System: A Deep Dive
The Notes-Bibliography system is the more traditional and widely used of Chicago’s two main citation
styles, especially prevalent in the humanities. This system relies on numbered footnotes or endnotes
within the text to provide citations, with a comprehensive bibliography appearing at the end of the paper.
This method allows for detailed explanations and supplementary information to be embedded within the
notes, enriching the reader’s understanding without disrupting the flow of the main text. Understanding
the nuances of constructing these notes and the final bibliography is essential for any scholar in fields like
history, literature, and philosophy.

This system is particularly useful when dealing with a high volume of sources or when requiring
extensive commentary on specific points. The numbering in the text clearly links the reader to the
corresponding note, which then provides the full bibliographic information for the source. This
transparency is vital for academic honesty and for enabling others to locate and verify your research.
Mastering the Notes-Bibliography system is a foundational skill for engaging with scholarly discourse in
the humanities.

Understanding In-Text Citations (Notes) in Chicago Style
In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are handled through superscript numbers placed at the
end of a sentence or clause, immediately after the punctuation mark, or within the punctuation if it’s a
quotation. These numbers correspond to either footnotes at the bottom of the page or endnotes collected at
the end of the document. The first time a source is cited, the note should include full bibliographic details.
Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened, typically including the author’s last name, a
shortened title, and the page number(s).

The specific format for notes depends on the type of source (book, journal article, website, etc.). For



example, a first note for a book might look like this: 1. Author Last Name, Title of Book (Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year), page number. A subsequent note for the same book would be much shorter:
2. Author Last Name, Shortened Title, page number. This system allows for a cleaner reading experience
in the main body of the text, while still providing all necessary source information.

Constructing Your Chicago Style Bibliography
The bibliography is a critical component of the Notes-Bibliography system, serving as an alphabetized list of
all sources cited in your paper. It appears at the very end of your research paper, on a new page titled
"Bibliography." Each entry should be alphabetized by the author's last name. Unlike the footnotes or
endnotes, the bibliography typically uses a “hanging indent,” where the first line of each entry is flush
with the left margin, and subsequent lines are indented one-half inch. This formatting makes it easier for
readers to scan and locate specific entries.

The format of each bibliographic entry closely mirrors that of the first note for the corresponding source,
but with key differences in punctuation and order. For a book, the general format is: Author Last Name,
Author First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year. For journal articles: Author Last
Name, Author First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): page numbers.

Alphabetize entries by author’s last name.

Use a hanging indent for each entry.

Ensure all cited sources are included.

Omit sources that were consulted but not cited.

The Author-Date System: An Alternative Approach
The Author-Date system, while less common than Notes-Bibliography in some humanities disciplines,
offers a more concise in-text citation format. It is particularly favored in fields such as sociology, linguistics,
and some areas of history. In this system, brief parenthetical citations are used within the text, directly
referencing the author and year of publication, and sometimes the page number. A full reference list,
similar to a bibliography, is then provided at the end of the paper. This approach prioritizes a streamlined
reading experience in the main body, with detailed source information consolidated at the end.

The Author-Date system is efficient for authors who frequently cite sources and prefer a less intrusive
citation method within their prose. The in-text citations are typically enclosed in parentheses and appear at
the end of a sentence or clause, or immediately after the quoted material. For example: (Smith 2020, 45).
This clarity helps readers quickly identify the source of specific information without needing to consult
footnotes or endnotes. The accompanying reference list provides the full bibliographic details for every



source mentioned in the parenthetical citations.

Author-Date In-Text Citations Explained
In the Author-Date system, in-text citations are brief and appear directly within the text, enclosed in
parentheses. The basic format includes the author’s last name and the year of publication, separated by a
comma: (AuthorLastName Year). If you are referring to a specific passage, you also include the page
number: (AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber). For instance, if you are quoting or paraphrasing a specific
idea from a work by Jane Doe published in 2021 on page 105, the citation would be (Doe 2021, 105).

When the author’s name is mentioned in the sentence, you only need to include the year and page
number in parentheses. For example: As Doe (2021) argues, the influence of postmodernism is evident in
contemporary art (105). If multiple works by the same author in the same year are cited, the author
appends lowercase letters to the year (e.g., 2021a, 2021b). This ensures clear differentiation between
sources, maintaining the integrity of your citations.

The Author-Date Reference List
The reference list in the Author-Date system functions similarly to the bibliography in the Notes-
Bibliography system, but it is specifically tied to the parenthetical citations in the text. It is an alphabetized
list of all sources cited, appearing at the end of the paper on a new page titled "Reference List." Each entry
is formatted to provide complete bibliographic information for the source, allowing readers to locate the full
details of any work referenced in the text.

The formatting for entries in the Author-Date reference list is slightly different from the Notes-
Bibliography system. For a book, the format is generally: AuthorLastName, FirstName. Year. Title of Book.
Place of Publication: Publisher. For journal articles: AuthorLastName, FirstName. Year. "Title of Article."
Title of Journal Volume (Issue): page numbers. Like the bibliography, the reference list uses a hanging
indent for each entry and is alphabetized by the author’s last name. This ensures that readers can efficiently
find the full details of any source cited within your Chicago style paper.

Comparing the Two Chicago Citation Systems
Choosing between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style often depends on the
specific requirements of your discipline, your instructor, or the journal to which you are submitting. The
Notes-Bibliography system is generally preferred in fields where extensive commentary or historical
contextualization is common, as the footnotes or endnotes can accommodate these discursive elements. It
offers a cleaner presentation of the main text, with detailed source information deferred to the notes.

Conversely, the Author-Date system provides a more direct and immediate link between the text and its
sources, which can be beneficial for scientific or empirical research where rapid verification of data is
crucial. It streamlines the reading process by keeping citation information compact within the prose,



followed by a consolidated list of references. While both systems are rigorous, their structural differences
cater to distinct academic needs and preferences within the humanities and beyond. Understanding these
distinctions is key to selecting the appropriate format for your Chicago style paper.

Common Formatting Challenges in Humanities Research Papers
Formatting in Chicago style, particularly for humanities research papers, can present several recurring
challenges. One common hurdle is correctly citing and formatting various types of primary and secondary
sources unique to these fields, such as archival materials, unpublished manuscripts, interviews, and digital
humanities resources. Each of these demands specific attention to detail in both notes and the bibliography
or reference list.

Another frequent difficulty lies in managing long or complex block quotations. Ensuring they are correctly
indented, properly punctuated, and accurately cited according to Chicago guidelines is essential.
Additionally, maintaining consistency across all citations and bibliographic entries, especially when dealing
with a large number of sources or diverse source types, requires diligent attention. The subtle differences
between first and subsequent notes, or between different editions of a book, can also lead to errors if not
carefully handled. Proofreading meticulously for these nuances is a vital step in producing a high-quality
Chicago style paper.

Accurate citation of diverse source types (archival, unpublished, digital).

Correctly formatting block quotations.

Maintaining consistency in notes and bibliography/reference list.

Handling different editions and publication details.

Ensuring proper placement and formatting of page numbers.

Final Polish and Proofreading for Chicago Style
The final stage of preparing your Chicago style paper for the humanities involves meticulous polishing and
proofreading. Even minor errors in formatting or citation can detract from the credibility of your research
and the professionalism of your work. Thoroughly review your title page, abstract, and all text for
adherence to Chicago manual of style guidelines. Pay close attention to spacing, margins, font consistency,
and page numbering.

Crucially, proofread all your in-text citations (whether notes or parenthetical) and your bibliography or
reference list for accuracy and consistency. Ensure that every source cited in the text appears in the final



list, and vice versa. Check that the formatting of each entry precisely matches Chicago style requirements
for the specific source type. A final read-through specifically for grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors
will also elevate the overall quality of your research paper, ensuring your ideas are presented with the
clarity and authority they deserve.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date Chicago style systems?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The Notes-Bibliography system uses
numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses brief parenthetical citations in the
text, usually including the author’s last name and the year of publication. Both systems conclude with a
comprehensive list of all cited sources (a bibliography or reference list, respectively).

Q: Do I always need a title page for a Chicago style paper in the
humanities?
A: While not universally mandatory, a title page is generally expected for formal submissions of research
papers in the humanities. It should include the paper’s title, your name, the course information, instructor’s
name, and submission date. Always confirm with your instructor for specific requirements.

Q: How should I format block quotations in Chicago style?
A: Block quotations, typically longer than four lines of text, should be indented one-half inch from the left
margin, double-spaced, and set off from the main text without quotation marks. The citation follows the
block quotation.

Q: What is the purpose of a bibliography in Chicago style?
A: The bibliography, used with the Notes-Bibliography system, is an alphabetized list of all sources cited in
your paper. It provides complete publication information for each source, allowing readers to locate and
verify your research.

Q: Can I use a mix of Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date for different
sections of my paper?
A: No, you must choose one system and use it consistently throughout your entire paper. Mixing citation
styles will result in confusion and is considered a significant error in academic formatting.



Q: How do I cite a source that has no author in a Chicago style paper?
A: If a source has no author, you should use the title of the work in place of the author’s name in both in-
text citations and the bibliography/reference list. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the title would appear
first in the note and bibliography. For the Author-Date system, the title would appear first in the
parenthetical citation and reference list.

Q: What is the correct way to format page numbers in a Chicago style
paper?
A: Page numbers are typically placed in the upper right-hand corner of each page, starting from the first
page of the main text (usually page 1). The title page and abstract (if included) are not usually assigned
visible page numbers, though they are counted in the sequence.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style using the Notes-Bibliography
system?
A: For a website in a note, you generally include the author (if known), title of the specific page or article,
title of the website, publication date (if available), and the URL. For the bibliography, the format is similar
but typically omits the publication date and URL unless crucial for retrieval.
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