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MASTERING CHICAGO STYLE PAPER FORMATTING FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
ScIeENCE PAPERS

CHICAGO STYLE PAPER FORMATTING FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER GUIDELINES MAY SEEM DAUNTING, BUT UNDERSTANDING
AND APPLYING THEM CORRECTLY IS CRUCIAL FOR ACADEMIC CREDIBILITY AND CLEAR COMMUNICATION OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH.
THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL DEMYSTIFY THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE'S SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
SCIENCE PAPERS, COVERING EVERYTHING FROM IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND ENDNOTES/FOOTNOTES TO THE INTRICACIES OF
FORMATTING YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY AND PRESENTING SCIENTIFIC DATA. ADHERING TO THESE STANDARDS ENSURES YOUR WORK IS
PRESENTED PROFESSIONALLY, ALLOWING YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH TO SHINE. W/E WILL EXPLORE THE NUANCES OF CITING
DIVERSE SOURCES COMMON IN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, SUCH AS PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES, GOVERNMENT REPORTS, AND FIELD
DATA, AS WELL AS THE PROPER STRUCTURE FOR SCIENTIFIC PAPERS WITHIN THE CHICAGO FRAMEWORK.
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UNDERSTANDING THE FUNDAMENTALS OF CHICAGO STYLE

THe CHIcAGO MANUAL of STYLE (CMOS) IS A WIDELY RESPECTED AND ADOPTED STYLE GUIDE, OFFERING TWO PRIMARY
SYSTEMS FOR CITATION: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM AND THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. FOR MANY ACADEMIC
DISCIPLINES, INCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, WHICH UTILIZES FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES
ALONG WITH A BIBLIOGRAPHY, IS OFTEN PREFERRED. THIS SYSTEM ALLOWS FOR MORE DETAILED ANNOTATIONS AND
EXPLANATIONS WITHIN THE TEXT WITHOUT DISRUPTING THE FLOW OF THE MAIN NARRATIVE, WHICH IS PARTICULARLY
BENEFICIAL WHEN DISCUSSING COMPLEX ENVIRONMENTAL PHENOMENA OR METHODOLOGIES.

THE CORE PRINCIPLE OF CHICAGO STYLE IS TO PROVIDE CLEAR AND CONSISTENT ATTRIBUTION OF SOURCES. THIS NOT ONLY
PREVENTS PLAGIARISM BUT ALSO ALLOWS READERS TO EASILY LOCATE AND VERIFY THE INFORMATION PRESENTED IN YOUR
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER. UUNDERSTANDING THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN A BIBLIOGRAPHY AND A REFERENCE LIST IS ALSO
KEY, A BIBLIOGRAPHY LISTS ALL SOURCES CONSULTED, WHILE A REFERENCE LIST TYPICALLY INCLUDES ONLY THOSE SOURCES
CITED WITHIN THE PAPER. FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE RESEARCH, THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM IS GENERALLY MORE
COMMON, REQUIRING A DETAILED BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END.



STRUCTURING YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER

A WELL-STRUCTURED ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER IS ESSENTIAL FOR CONVEYING COMPLEX INFORMATION EFFECTIVELY.
\W/HILE SPECIFIC JOURNAL OR PROFESSOR REQUIREMENTS MIGHT DICTATE MINOR VARIATIONS, A STANDARD STRUCTURE OFTEN
INCLUDES SEVERAL KEY COMPONENTS. ADHERING TO CHICAGO STYLE FOR FORMATTING THESE SECTIONS ENSURES A
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATION.

TiTLE PAGE AND ABSTRACT

WHILE NOT ALWAYS EXPLICITLY MANDATED BY CHICAGO STYLE ITSELF, MOST ACADEMIC PAPERS, INCLUDING THOSE IN
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, REQUIRE A TITLE PAGE. THIS PAGE TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE PAPER'S TITLE, YOUR NAME, THE COURSE
NAME, THE INSTRUCTOR’'S NAME, AND THE DATE. AN ABSTRACT, A CONCISE SUMMARY OF YOUR RESEARCH (USUALLY 150-250
WORDS), IS ALSO STANDARD. THE ABSTRACT SHOULD ENCAPSULATE THE PROBLEM, METHODS, KEY FINDINGS, AND IMPLICATIONS
OF YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE RESEARCH, ACTING AS A BRIEF PREVIEW FOR THE READER.

INTRODUCTION

THE INTRODUCTION SETS THE STAGE FOR YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER. |T SHOULD CLEARLY STATE THE RESEARCH
PROBLEM OR QUESTION, PROVIDE NECESSARY BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUE BEING STUDIED, AND
OUTLINE THE SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES OF YOUR RESEARCH. A STRONG INTRODUCTION WILL ALSO BRIEFLY MENTION THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TOPIC AND, IF APPLICABLE, A THESIS STATEMENT THAT GUIDES YOUR ARGUMENT. ENSURING SMOOTH
TRANSITIONS BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS IS VITAL FOR READER COMPREHENSION.

LITERATURE REVIEW

THIS SECTION DEMONSTRATES YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF EXISTING RESEARCH ON YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE TOPIC. |T
SHOULD SYNTHESIZE AND ANALYZE RELEVANT SCHOLARLY WORKS, IDENTIFYING GAPS IN CURRENT KNOWLEDGE THAT YOUR
RESEARCH AIMS TO FILL. INSTEAD OF JUST SUMMARIZING ARTICLES, YOU SHOULD CRITICALLY EVALUATE THEM, SHOWING HOW
THEY RELATE TO YOUR OWN WORK AND ESTABLISHING THE CONTEXT FOR YOUR STUDY. PROPER CITATION WITHIN THE
LITERATURE REVIEW IS PARAMOUNT.

METHODOLOGY

THE METHODOLOGY SECTION DETAILS HOW YOU CONDUCTED YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE RESEARCH. THIS INCLUDES
DESCRIBING THE RESEARCH DESIGN, DATA COLLECTION METHODS, SAMPLING TECHNIQUES, AND ANALYTICAL PROCEDURES. For
SCIENTIFIC PAPERS, PRECISION AND CLARITY ARE CRITICAL. READERS SHOULD BE ABLE TO REPLICATE YOUR STUDY BASED ON THE
INFORMATION PROVIDED. THIS SECTION OFTEN BENEFITS FROM CLEAR, DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE AND MAY INCLUDE REFERENCES TO
ESTABLISHED SCIENTIFIC PROTOCOLS OR STATISTICAL SOFT\W ARE.

ResuLTs

HERE, YOU PRESENT THE FINDINGS OF YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE RESEARCH OBJECTIVELY. THIS SECTION SHOULD FOCUS ON
REPORTING THE DATA COLLECTED, OFTEN UTILIZING TABLES, FIGURES, AND GRAPHS TO ILLUSTRATE KEY OUTCOMES. Avolb
INTERPRETING THE DATA IN THIS SECTION; THAT IS RESERVED FOR THE DISCUSSION. THE PRESENTATION OF RESULTS SHOULD BE
CLEAR, CONCISE, AND DIRECTLY RELEVANT TO YOUR RESEARCH QUESTIONS.

Discussion

THE DISCUSSION SECTION IS WHERE YOU INTERPRET YOUR RESULTS AND EXPLAIN THEIR SIGNIFICANCE WITHIN THE BROADER



CONTEXT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE. YOU SHOULD RELATE YOUR FINDINGS BACK TO YOUR RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND THE
EXISTING LITERATURE, DISCUSS ANY LIMITATIONS OF YOUR STUDY, AND SUGGEST DIRECTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH. THIS IS
ALSO WHERE YOU CAN ELABORATE ON THE IMPLICATIONS OF YOUR FINDINGS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY OR PRACTICE.

CoNcLUSION

THE CONCLUSION BRIEFLY SUMMARIZES THE MAIN POINTS OF YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER AND REITERATES THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF YOUR RESEARCH. |T SHOULD NOT INTRODUCE NEW INFORMATION OR ARGUMENTS BUT RATHER PROVIDE A SENSE
OF CLOSURE. A STRONG CONCLUSION WILL LEAVE THE READER WITH A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE
FIELD OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY LISTS ALL SOURCES CITED IN YOUR PAPER, FORMATTED ACCORDING TO CHICAGO STYLE. THIS SECTION IS
CRITICAL FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND ALLOWS READERS TO EXPLORE YOUR RESEARCH FURTHER. THE SPECIFIC FORMATTING OF
ENTRIES WILL DEPEND ON THE TYPE OF SOURCE MATERIAL, WHICH WE WILL DETAIL LATER.

IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES

THE HEART OF CHICAGO STYLE LIES IN ITS COMPREHENSIVE CITATION SYSTEM. WHEN USING THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM,
IN-TEXT CITATIONS ARE TYPICALLY HANDLED THROUGH SUPERSCRIPT NUMBERS THAT CORRESPOND TO EITHER FOOTNOTES OR
ENDNOTES. THESE NOTES CONTAIN THE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION FOR THE SOURCE, OR A SHORTENED VERSION IF THE
SOURCE HAS ALREADY BEEN CITED.

FOOTNOTES VvS. ENDNOTES

FOOTNOTES APPEAR AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE WHERE THE CITATION IS MADE, WHILE ENDNOTES ARE COMPILED AT THE END
OF THE PAPER. FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPERS, EITHER CAN BE USED, BUT CONSISTENCY IS KEY. FOOTNOTES CAN BE MORE
CONVENIENT FOR READERS AS THEY ARE READILY ACCESSIBLE, WHILE ENDNOTES HELP KEEP THE MAIN TEXT CLEANER. THE FIRST
CITATION OF A SOURCE IN A FOOTNOTE OR ENDNOTE WILL BE A FULL CITATION, WHILE SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF THE SAME
SOURCE WILL BE SHORTENED.

SHORTENED CITATIONS

ONCE A SOURCE HAS BEEN FULLY CITED, SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES TO IT IN FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES USE A SHORTENED
FORMAT. THIS TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, A SHORTENED TITLE OF THE WORK, AND THE PAGE NUMBER(S)
FROM WHICH THE INFORMATION WAS DRAWN. FOR EXAMPLE, A SUBSEQUENT CITATION MIGHT LOOK LIKE: SMITH/ EcoLoaicAL
DYNAMICS, 45. THIS PRACTICE STREAMLINES THE CITATION PROCESS AND REDUCES REDUNDANCY.

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY FORMAT

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, OR REFERENCE LIST, APPEARS AT THE END OF YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER. [T LISTS ALL SOURCES
CITED WITHIN THE TEXT, ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY BY THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME. THE FORMATTING WITHIN THE
BIBLIOGRAPHY IS CRUCIAL AND VARIES DEPENDING ON THE SOURCE TYPE. EACH ENTRY MUST BE METICULOUSLY CONSTRUCTED
TO PROVIDE ALL NECESSARY PUBLICATION DETAILS.



FooTNoTES AND ENDNOTES IN CHICAGO STYLE

As MENTIONED, FOOTNOTES AND ENDNOTES ARE THE PRIMARY METHOD OF IN-TEXT CITATION IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY
SYSTEM OF CHICAGO STYLE. EACH NUMBERED REFERENCE IN THE TEXT DIRECTS THE READER TO A CORRESPONDING NOTE AT THE
BOTTOM OF THE PAGE (FOOTNOTE) OR AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT (ENDNOTE). THESE NOTES SERVE TO IDENTIFY THE
SOURCE OF THE INFORMATION AND, IN SOME CASES, TO PROVIDE SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL OR COMMENTARY THAT WOULD
DISRUPT THE MAIN TEXT'S FLOW.

CoMPONENTS oF A FuLL NoTE

A FULL NOTE, USED FOR THE FIRST CITATION OF A SOURCE, TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S NAME (FIRST NAME FIRST), THE
TITLE OF THE WORK (ITALICIZED FOR BOOKS, IN QUOTATION MARKS FOR ARTICLES OR CHAPTERS)I PUBLICATION DETAILS (CITY,
PUBLISHER, YEAR), AND THE SPECIFIC PAGE NUMBER(S) REFERENCED. FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE RESEARCH, THE ACCURACY OF
THESE DETAILS IS PARAMOUNT FOR VERIFYING YOUR FINDINGS.

WHeN To Use NOTES

NOTES ARE USED FOR DIRECT QUOTES, PARAPHRASED IDEAS, STATISTICS, OR ANY INFORMATION THAT HAS BEEN DRAWN FROM
AN EXTERNAL SOURCE. BEYOND SIMPLE CITATION, NOTES CAN ALSO BE USED TO OFFER BRIEF CLARIFICATIONS, DEFINITIONS OF
TECHNICAL TERMS, OR TO DIRECT READERS TO ADDITIONAL RELEVANT SOURCES. THIS IS ESPECIALLY USEFUL WHEN DISCUSSING
COMPLEX ENVIRONMENTAL MODELS OR DATA SETS THAT MIGHT REQUIRE FURTHER EXPLANATION BEYOND WHAT IS FEASIBLE IN
THE MAIN TEXT.

FORMATTING T ABLES AND FIGURES

VISUAL REPRESENTATIONS OF DATA ARE INDISPENSABLE IN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE. CHICAGO STYLE PROVIDES SPECIFIC
GUIDELINES FOR FORMATTING TABLES AND FIGURES TO ENSURE CLARITY AND CONSISTENCY. PROPERLY LABELED AND FORMATTED
VISUALS ENHANCE THE READER'S UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR RESEARCH FINDINGS.

TABLES

TABLES IN CHICAGO STYLE ARE GENERALLY PRESENTED WITH A TITLE ABOVE THE TABLE AND COLUMN HEADINGS. THE DATA
WITHIN THE TABLE SHOULD BE CLEARLY ORGANIZED AND EASY TO READ. EACH TABLE SHOULD BE NUMBERED SEQUENTIALLY (E.G.,
TABLE 1, TABLE 2) A CAPTION, IF NECESSARY, CAN BE PLACED BELOW THE TABLE. SOURCES FOR DATA PRESENTED IN TABLES
MUST BE CITED, USUALLY WITH A NOTE BELOW THE TABLE INDICATING THE ORIGIN OF THE INFORMATION.

FIGURES

FIGURES ENCOMPASS A WIDE RANGE OF VISUAL ELEMENTS, INCLUDING GRAPHS, CHARTS, MAPS, AND PHOTOGRAPHS. SIMILAR TO
TABLES, FIGURES ARE NUMBERED SEQUENTIALLY (E.G., FIGURE ], FIGURE 2) THE FIGURE NUMBER AND TITLE ARE TYPICALLY
PLACED BELOW THE FIGURE. CAPTIONS ACCOMPANYING FIGURES SHOULD PROVIDE ENOUGH DETAIL FOR THE FIGURE TO BE
UNDERSTOOD INDEPENDENTLY OF THE TEXT, BUT WITHOUT BEING OVERLY VERBOSE. AS WITH TABLES, THE SOURCE OF ANY
FIGURE MATERIAL THAT IS NOT YOUR OWN ORIGINAL CREATION MUST BE CLEARLY INDICATED.

PLACEMENT AND REFERENCING

|DEALLY, TABLES AND FIGURES SHOULD BE PLACED AS CLOSE AS POSSIBLE TO WHERE THEY ARE FIRST MENTIONED IN THE TEXT OF



YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER. W/HEN YOU REFER TO A TABLE OR FIGURE IN YOUR WRITING, YOU SHOULD USE ITS
NUMBER, FOR EXAMPLE, “As SHOWN IN FIGURE 3/ THE TEMPERATURE INCREASE...” THIS CROSS-REFERENCING ENSURES READERS
CAN EASILY LOCATE THE VISUAL AIDS. ENSURE ALL LABELS, AXES, AND LEGENDS WITHIN FIGURES ARE CLEAR AND LEGIBLE.

CITING SPECIFIC ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE SOURCES

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE RESEARCH OFTEN INVOLVES A DIVERSE ARRAY OF SOURCE MATERIALS, FROM TRADITIONAL ACADEMIC
JOURNALS TO GOVERNMENT REPORTS AND GREY LITERATURE. UNDERSTANDING HOW TO CITE THESE VARIED SOURCES CORRECTLY
IN CHICAGO STYLE IS ESSENTIAL FOR COMPREHENSIVE AND ACCURATE REFERENCING.

PeeErR-REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES

THESE ARE A CORNERSTONE OF SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE. A TYPICAL CITATION IN A FOOTNOTE/ENDNOTE WOULD INCLUDE THE
AUTHOR(S)/ ARTICLE TITLE (IN QUOTATION MARKS)/JOURNAL TITLE (ITALICIZED)/ VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBERS, PUBLICATION
DATE, AND PAGE RANGE. IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, THE FORMAT IS SIMILAR BUT MAY OMIT THE SPECIFIC PAGE RANGE UNLESS ITS A
SINGLE-AUTHORED WORK.

Books AND Book CHAPTERS

FOR A BOOK, THE CITATION INCLUDES AUTHOR(S), TITLE (ITALICIZED), PUBLICATION CITY, PUBLISHER, AND YEAR. FOR A
CHAPTER WITHIN AN EDITED BOOK, YOU WOULD CITE THE CHAPTER AUTHOR(S), CHAPTER TITLE (IN QUOTATION MARKS),
FOLLOWED BY “IN” AND THEN THE BOOK EDITOR(S), BOOK TITLE (ITALICIZED), PUBLICATION DETAILS, AND THE PAGE RANGE OF
THE CHAPTER.

GOVERNMENT REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS

THESE SOURCES ARE FREQUENTLY ENCOUNTERED IN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE. THEY TYPICALLY INCLUDE THE ISSUING AGENCY,
TITLE OF THE REPORT (ITALICIZED), REPORT NUMBER (IF APPLICABLE), PUBLICATION DATE, AND ANY RELEVANT PAGINATION. FOR
EXAMPLE: UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, NATIONAL W ATER QUALITY INVENTORY: REPORT TO
Congress, EPA 841-R-08-001 (2008).

\WEeBSITES AND ONLINE RESOURCES

CITING ONLINE SOURCES REQUIRES CAREFUL ATTENTION TO DETAIL. INCLUDE THE AUTHOR OR ORGANIZATION RESPONSIBLE, THE
TITLE OF THE SPECIFIC PAGE OR DOCUMENT (IN QUOTATION MARKS), THE WEBSITE NAME (ITALICIZED), THE DATE OF
PUBLICATION OR LAST UPDATE, AND THE URL. IMPORTANTLY, INCLUDE AN ACCESS DATE, AS ONLINE CONTENT CAN CHANGE OR
BE REMOVED. FOR INSTANCE: NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION, “CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS IN THE
UNITED STATES,” ACCESSED MARCH 15, 2024, HTTPS:/ [ WWW.NOAA.GOV/CLIMATE-CHANGE-IMPACTS.

THESES AND DISSERTATIONS

W/HEN CITING THESES OR DISSERTATIONS, INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S NAME, THE TITLE OF THE WORK (ITALICIZED), THE TYPE OF
DEGREE (E.G., PH.D. DISSERTATION, M.S. THESIS), THE UNIVERSITY, AND THE YEAR OF COMPLETION. IF ACCESSED ONLINE
THROUGH A DATABASE, INCLUDE THAT INFORMATION AS WELL.



THE IMPORTANCE OF ACCURACY AND CONSISTENCY

IN SCIENTIFIC WRITING, ACCURACY AND CONSISTENCY ARE NOT MERELY STYLISTIC PREFERENCES; THEY ARE FUNDAMENTAL TO THE
INTEGRITY OF YOUR RESEARCH AND THE CREDIBILITY OF YOUR WORK. EVERY DETAIL, FROM THE PRECISE WORDING OF A QUOTE
TO THE EXACT PUBLICATION DATE OF A CITED SOURCE, MATTERS. INCONSISTENT FORMATTING OR INACCURACIES IN CITATIONS
CAN LEAD TO CONFUSION, UNDERMINE YOUR AUTHORITY, AND, IN THE MOST SERIOUS CASES, BE CONSTRUED AS ACADEMIC
DISHONESTY.

\W/HEN FORMATTING YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER USING CHICAGO STYLE, IT IS IMPERATIVE TO PROOFREAD
METICULOUSLY. PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE CORRECT USE OF COMMAS, PERIODS, ITALICS, AND QUOTATION MARKS AS
SPECIFIED BY THE MANUAL. ENSURE THAT EVERY IN-TEXT CITATION HAS A CORRESPONDING ENTRY IN YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY AND
THAT THE PAGE NUMBERS CITED ARE ACCURATE. THIS DILIGENCE NOT ONLY ADHERES TO THE ACADEMIC STANDARDS EXPECTED IN
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE BUT ALSO DEMONSTRATES YOUR COMMITMENT TO PRESENTING YOUR RESEARCH WITH THE UTMOST
PROFESSIONALISM AND RIGOR.

THE PROCESS OF MASTERING CHICAGO STYLE PAPER FORMATTING FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER IS AN INVESTMENT IN
YOUR ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT. BY UNDERSTANDING AND DILIGENTLY APPLYING THESE GUIDELINES, YOU
ENSURE THAT YOUR VALUABLE RESEARCH IN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE IS COMMUNICATED EFFECTIVELY, CREDIBLY, AND WITH THE
CLARITY IT DESERVES, ALLOWING YOUR INSIGHTS TO CONTRIBUTE MEANINGFULLY TO THE FIELD.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHICAGO STYLE AND OTHER CITATION
STYLES LIKE APA orR MLA FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPERS?

A: THE MAIN DIFFERENCE LIES IN THE CITATION SYSTEM AND FORMATTING. CHICAGO STYLE OFFERS TWO SYSTEMS: NOTES-
BIBLIOGRAPHY (FOOTNOTES/ENDNOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY) AND AUTHOR-DATE (IN-TEXT AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS AND A
REFERENCE LIST). APA IS WIDELY USED IN SOCIAL SCIENCES AND USES THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM EXCLUSIVELY, WITH SPECIFIC
FORMATTING FOR HEADINGS AND EMPIRICAL DATA. MLA IS COMMON IN HUMANITIES AND USES THE AUTHOR-P AGE NUMBER IN-
TEXT CITATION SYSTEM WITH A WoRrks CITED PAGE. FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, CHICAGO'S NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM
IS OF TEN FAVORED FOR ITS FLEXIBILITY IN INCORPORATING DETAILED NOTES.

QZ \W/HEN SHOULD | USE FOOTNOTES VERSUS ENDNOTES IN MY CHICAGO STYLE
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER?

A: THE CHOICE BETWEEN FOOTNOTES AND ENDNOTES IN CHICAGO STYLE IS LARGELY A MATTER OF PREFERENCE AND INSTRUCTOR
GUIDELINES. FOOTNOTES APPEAR AT THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE, PROVIDING IMMEDIATE REFERENCE FOR THE READER. ENDNOTES
ARE COMPILED AT THE END OF THE PAPER, WHICH CAN MAKE THE MAIN TEXT APPEAR CLEANER. BOTH SYSTEMS SERVE THE SAME
PURPOSE OF PROVIDING CITATION INFORMATION, AND CONSISTENCY WITHIN YOUR PAPER IS THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR.

Q: How Do | CITE A GOVERNMENT REPORT FROM AN ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY LIKE THE
EPA IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: CITING GOVERNMENT REPORTS IN CHICAGO STYLE REQUIRES IDENTIFYING THE ISSUING AGENCY, THE TITLE OF THE REPORT
(ITALICIZED), ANY REPORT NUMBER, AND THE PUBLICATION DATE. FOR EXAMPLE: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, NATIONAL
PARKk SERVICE, THE STATE OF THE NATIONAL PARkS: 2023 ReporT, NPS-R-2023-01 (2023). THE EXACT FORMAT MAY
VARY SLIGHTLY BASED ON THE SPECIFIC PUBLICATION, SO CONSULTING THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OR YOUR
INSTRUCTOR’S GUIDELINES IS RECOMMENDED.



Q: WHAT IS THE PROPER WAY TO CITE A SCIENTIFIC DATASET OR RAW
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: CITING SCIENTIFIC DATASETS CAN BE CHALLENGING AS THEY MAY NOT FIT TRADITIONAL PUBLICATION MODELS. GENERALLY,
YOU WOULD INCLUDE THE DATA CREATOR OR SOURCE, THE DATASET TITLE (OFTEN ITALICIZED), THE VERSION OR IDENTIFIER
NUMBER, THE DATE OF CREATION OR ACCESS, AND THE URL OR REPOSITORY WHERE THE DATA CAN BE FOUND. FOR INSTANCE:
INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE, CMIP6 DATA ARCHIVE, ACCESSED MARCH 15, 2024,
HTTPS://WWW.IPCC.CH/DATA.

Q: SHOULD | ITALICIZE JOURNAL TITLES OR ARTICLE TITLES IN MY CHICAGO STYLE
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER?

A: IN CHICAGO STYLE, JOURNAL TITLES ARE ITALICIZED, WHILE THE TITLES OF INDIVIDUAL ARTICLES WITHIN THOSE JOURNALS
ARE PLACED IN QUOTATION MARKS. FOR EXAMPLE, AN ARTICLE TITLED “IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON BIODIVERSITY”
PUBLISHED IN THE JOURNAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE WOULD BE CITED AS FOLLOWS IN A FOOTNOTE: “IMPACTS OF CLIMATE
CHANGE ON BIODIVERSITY,” JOURNAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL SciencE 25, No. 3 (2022): 123-135.

QZ How Do | HANDLE MULTIPLE AUTHORS IN A CHICAGO STYLE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY
FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER?

A: FOR THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, THE FIRST AUTHOR'S NAME IS LISTED IN REVERSE ORDER (LAST NAME FIRST), FOLLOWED BY THE
REMAINING AUTHORS' NAMES IN NORMAL ORDER (FIRST NAME FIRST). IF THERE ARE MORE THAN TWO OR THREE AUTHORS
(DEPENDING ON THE SPECIFIC EDITION OF CHICAGO STYLE BEING USED OR INSTRUCTOR PREFERENCE), YOU MAY LIST THE FIRST
AUTHOR FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” IT'S CRUCIAL TO CHECK THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OR YOUR
SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR THE EXACT NUMBER OF AUTHORS TO LIST.

QZ \WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY IN MY CHICAGO STYLE
FORMATTING FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER?

A: THE BEST APPROACH IS TO USE A CITATION MANAGEMENT TOOL THAT SUPPORTS CHICAGO STYLE, SUCH AS ZOTERO,
MENDELEY, OR ENDNOTE, AND TO CONSISTENTLY INPUT YOUR SOURCE INFORMATION INTO IT. REGULARLY REVIEW YOUR NOTES
AND BIBLIOGRAPHY AGAINST THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE GUIDELINES OR YOUR INSTRUCTOR'S SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.
PROOFREADING YOUR PAPER SPECIFICALLY FOR CITATION ACCURACY AND CONSISTENCY BEFORE SUBMISSION IS ALSO VITAL.

Q: CAN | USE AN ONLINE CITATION GENERATOR FOR MY CHICAGO STYLE
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER?

A: WHILE ONLINE CITATION GENERATORS CAN BE A HELPFUL STARTING POINT, THEY ARE NOT ALWAYS PERFECTLY ACCURATE OR
UP-TO-DATE WITH THE LATEST CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE EDITIONS. |T'S ESSENTIAL TO USE THEM AS A GUIDE AND THEN
MANUALLY VERIFY EACH GENERATED CITATION AGAINST THE OFFICIAL STYLE GUIDE TO ENSURE CORRECTNESS AND CONSISTENCY
IN YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE PAPER.
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