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Understanding Chicago Style for Audiovisual Materials

chicago style paper formatting for audiovisual materials presents unique challenges as academic citation
standards evolve to encompass a broader range of media. Unlike traditional print sources, audiovisual works
require careful consideration of elements such as format, producer, director, and specific access points. This
comprehensive guide will demystify the process of citing films, documentaries, television episodes,
podcasts, music, and other audio-visual content within the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) framework.
We will delve into the intricacies of both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, providing clear
examples and practical advice to ensure your citations are accurate, consistent, and adhere to academic rigor.
Mastering these formatting rules is crucial for academic integrity and for allowing your readers to easily

locate and verify the sources you use.

Table of Contents

Understanding Chicago Style for Audiovisual Materials

The Notes-Bibliography System for Audiovisual Sources

Citing Films and Documentaries

Citing Television Episodes and Series

Citing Podcasts and Radio Programs

Citing Music and Sound Recordings

Citing Online Audiovisual Content (YouTube, Vimeo, etc.)

The Author-Date System for Audiovisual Sources

Key Differences and Considerations



e Best Practices for Audiovisual Citations

The Notes-Bibliography System for Audiovisual Sources

The Notes-Bibliography system, often preferred in the humanities, requires detailed citations in both
footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography. For audiovisual materials, this means capturing specific details that
identify the work and its accessibility. The core principle remains to provide enough information for a
reader to find the exact source being referenced. This system demands precision in listing elements such as
the creator(s), title, distributor, year of release, and any relevant identifiers like episode numbers or track

listings.

Citing Films and Documentaries

When citing films and documentaries in Chicago style, the primary focus is on identifying the work
clearly and attributing its creation appropriately. For a full citation in a footnote or endnote, you will
typically include the director, title, production company, release year, and the medium. In the
bibliography, the order shifts slightly, often beginning with the title. Remember to italicize the title of the
film.

For a footnote or endnote:

1. Film Title, directed by Director's Name (Production Company, Year), medium.

For a bibliography entry:

Director's Name, director. Film Title. Production Company, Year. Medium.

For example, a film citation might look like this:
Casablanca, directed by Michael Curtiz (Warner Bros., 1942), DVD.
In the bibliography:

Curtiz, Michael, director. Casablanca. Warner Bros., 1942. DVD.



Citing Television Episodes and Series

Citing television episodes requires a bit more specificity, as you need to identify not only the episode but
also the series it belongs to. The creator of the series, the episode title, the network, the original air date,
and the season and episode numbers are crucial. For films, the director is paramount; for television, the
creator or executive producer often holds that prominent position, alongside the episode's director if known

and significant.
For a footnote or endnote:

1. "Episode Title," directed by Episode Director (if known), directed by Series Creator, Series Title,
Season Number, Episode Number, Network, Original Air Date. Medium (if applicable).

For a bibliography entry:

Creator's Name, creator. "Episode Title." Series Title, Season Number, Episode Number, Network, Original

Air Date. Directed by Episode Director (if known). Medium (if applicable).

An example citation:

"The Winds of Winter," directed by Miguel Sapochnik, created by David Benioff and D. B. Weiss, Game of
Thrones, Season 6, Episode 10, HBO, June 26, 2016. Blu-ray.

In the bibliography:

Benioff, David, and D. B. Weiss, creators. "The Winds of Winter." Game of Thrones, Season 6, Episode 10,
HBO, June 26, 2016. Directed by Miguel Sapochnik. Blu-ray.

Citing Podcasts and Radio Programs

Podcasts and radio programs are increasingly common sources, and Chicago style provides clear guidelines
for citing them. Key information includes the host(s), episode title, podcast or program name, producer or
network, release date, and episode number or season. For audio-only content, the format is often implied as

an audio file or stream.
For a footnote or endnote:

1. Host's Name, "Episode Title," Podcast/Program Name, Season Number (if applicable), Episode

Number (if applicable), Producer/Network, Release Date. Audio file or stream.



For a bibliography entry:

Host's Name. "Episode Title." Podcast/Program Name. Season Number (if applicable), Episode Number (if
applicable). Producer/Network, Release Date. Audio file or stream.

A podcast citation example:

Sean Ramesburg, "The Rise of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch," Twenty Thousand Hertz, Episode 56,
December 21, 2021. Podcast audio file.

In the bibliography:

Ramesburg, Sean. "The Rise of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch." Twenty Thousand Hertz. Episode 56.
December 21, 2021. Podcast audio file.

Citing Music and Sound Recordings

Citing music involves identifying the performer(s), composer(s) or songwriter(s), the title of the song or
album, the record label, the release year, and the specific format (e.g., CD, vinyl, streaming). For songs, it’s

essential to distinguish between the song title and the album title if they differ.
For a footnote or endnote:

1. Performer's Name, "Song Title," on Album Title, Record Label, Year. Medium.

For a bibliography entry:
Performer's Name. "Song Title." Album Title. Record Label, Year. Medium.

An example of a song citation:

Taylor Swift, "All Too Well (10 Minute Version) (Taylor's Version) (From The Vault)," on Red (Taylor's
Version), Republic Records, 2021. Digital stream.

In the bibliography:

Swift, Taylor. "All Too Well (10 Minute Version) (Taylor's Version) (From The Vault)." Red (Taylor's
Version). Republic Records, 2021. Digital stream.

Citing Online Audiovisual Content (YouTube, Vimeo, etc.)

Citing content from platforms like YouTube or Vimeo requires a slightly adapted approach, as the creator



might be an individual, a channel, or an organization, and the "publisher” is the platform itself. Include the

uploader, the title of the video, the platform name, the publication date, and the URL.
For a footnote or endnote:

1. Uploader's Name or Channel Name, "Video Title," Platform Name, Publication Date, URL.

For a bibliography entry:
Uploader's Name or Channel Name. "Video Title." Platform Name. Publication Date. URL.

A YouTube video citation example:

National Geographic, "The Arctic Fox vs. The Snowy Owl | Planet Earth II," YouTube, December 12, 2020,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=example.
In the bibliography:

National Geographic. "The Arctic Fox vs. The Snowy Owl | Planet Earth IL." YouTube. December 12, 2020.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=example.

The Author-Date System for Audiovisual Sources

The Author-Date system, more common in the social sciences and sciences, uses in-text citations with
author and date, and a reference list at the end of the paper. When adapting this system for audiovisual
materials, the "author” is often the primary creator (director, performer, host) or the title if no clear author

is identifiable. The date of publication or release is essential for the in-text citation.

For an in-text citation:

‘When a clear author is present:
(Director's Last Name Year)
‘When citing a film:

(Curtiz 1942)

When citing a television episode without a clear individual author:
(Series Title Year)

(Game of Thrones 2016)

For a reference list entry, the structure is similar to the Notes-Bibliography system, but the emphasis is on



author and date.

Key Differences and Considerations

The fundamental difference between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems lies in the
placement and structure of citation information. The Notes-Bibliography system prioritizes comprehensive
detail in notes and a more structured bibliography, while the Author-Date system relies on concise in-text
cues linked to a comprehensive reference list. For audiovisual materials, both systems require careful
attention to identifying the primary creator, the specific work, and its publication or release details. It is
crucial to maintain consistency throughout your paper, adhering to whichever system your instructor or

publication mandates.

Best Practices for Audiovisual Citations

Regardless of the Chicago style system employed, several best practices ensure accurate and effective
audiovisual citations. Always consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for the most up-to-
date guidelines, as rules can evolve. Be consistent in your formatting — if you choose to include the
director's full name in one film citation, do so for all. If an element, such as the episode director for a TV
show, is not readily available or deemed crucial, it's acceptable to omit it, but be consistent in your
omissions. When in doubt, err on the side of providing more information rather than less, ensuring your
readers can easily trace your sources. For online audiovisual materials, note the date you accessed the

content, especially if it might be subject to change or removal.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q How do I cite a director if they are also the writer of a film in Chicago
style?

A: If the director is also the writer, Chicago style generally lists them under their primary role as director
in the bibliography, and then indicates their writing credit within the entry or footnote if necessary for

clarity, often following the director's name. In notes, you might prioritize the director's role.

Q What if I'm citing a song from a live performance recording?

A: For a live performance recording of a song, you would cite the performer(s) of that live version, the
song title, the title of the live album, the record label, and the release year of the live album. The format is

similar to a studio recording, but you are specifying the live context.



Q How do I cite a documentary where the subject is the main focus
rather than a single director?

A: If a documentary's primary focus is a subject and a specific director is less prominent or numerous
individuals are credited, you might begin the citation with the title of the documentary in italics, followed

by the director(s) if known, the production company, and the release year.

Q: Is it necessary to include the running time for audiovisual materials in
Chicago style?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally does not require the running time for audiovisual materials in
standard citations unless it is crucial for distinguishing between versions or is specifically requested for a

particular academic purpose.

Q How do I handle multiple performers on a track in Chicago style?

A: For music, if there are multiple performers (e.g., a band), list the primary performer or band name. If it's
a collaboration, you might list the main collaborator first or use "and" to connect them. For songs with

featured artists, list the main artist first and then the featured artist.

Q What if I only watched an audiovisual source online via streaming
without a specific download?

A: For streaming content, you would typically indicate "Digital stream" or "Streaming video/audio" as the

medium in your citation, along with the URL where it was accessed, and the date of access.
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