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Chicago Style Paper Formatting for Anthropology Paper: A Comprehensive Guide

Chicago style paper formatting for anthropology paper is a critical skill for students and researchers in the
field. This esteemed citation style, also known as the Turabian style, offers two distinct systems: the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system, both of which are widely adopted within anthropology.
Mastering these formatting guidelines ensures clarity, academic integrity, and proper attribution of sources,
which are paramount in ethnographic and archaeological research. This comprehensive guide will delve
into the intricacies of Chicago style, covering everything from manuscript preparation and in-text citations
to bibliography construction and specific anthropological considerations. Understanding these nuances will

equip you to present your research with professional polish and adhere to scholarly standards.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style presents two primary citation systems, both of which are applicable to
anthropology papers. The first, the Notes-Bibliography (NB) system, is favored in many humanities
disciplines, including some areas of anthropology that focus on historical or theoretical aspects. This system
relies on superscript numbers within the text to indicate footnotes or endnotes, and a comprehensive
bibliography at the end of the paper. The second system, Author-Date, is more common in social sciences,
including many subfields of anthropology such as archaeology and cultural anthropology. This method uses
parenthetical citations in the text, typically including the author's last name, year of publication, and page

number, followed by a reference list.

The choice between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date system often depends on the specific
requirements of an instructor, department, or journal. It is imperative to confirm which system is expected
for your particular anthropology paper. While the core principles of attribution and accuracy remain the
same, the implementation differs significantly, impacting how readers engage with your sources and the

overall structure of your paper’s citations.



Manuscript Formatting Essentials

Beyond citation specifics, general manuscript formatting in Chicago style provides a professional foundation
for your anthropology paper. This includes adhering to guidelines for margins, font, spacing, and page
numbering, ensuring a clean and readable document. These foundational elements contribute to the overall

impression of your work and demonstrate attention to detail.

Page Layout and Margins

For a standard Chicago style paper, margins should be set at one inch on all four sides of the page: top,
bottom, left, and right. This consistent spacing creates a balanced page and allows ample room for any
annotations or notes. The text should be left-aligned, creating a ragged right edge, rather than justified,

which can sometimes lead to awkward spacing between words.

Font and Spacing

The recommended font for Chicago style is a readable serif typeface, such as Times New Roman or
Garamond, usually in 12-point size. All text, including headings, quotations, and footnotes/endnotes, should
be double-spaced, with the exception of block quotations and table or figure captions, which can be single-

spaced. This consistent double-spacing enhances readability throughout the main body of your anthropology
paper.

Title Page and Page Numbering

A title page is typically included for Chicago style papers, though some instructors may opt for a title
centered at the top of the first page of the text. If a separate title page is used, it should include the paper's
title, your name, the course name and number, the instructor's name, and the date, all centered on the
page. Page numbers should begin with the first page of the main text (not the title page or abstract, if
included) and be placed in the upper right-hand corner, typically one-half inch from the top and one inch

from the right edge. The first page of text is not numbered, but subsequent pages are.

In-Text Citations in Anthropology: Notes-Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system for Chicago style requires superscript numbers embedded within the text
to signal the presence of a footnote or endnote. These notes provide the source information, allowing the
main text to remain uncluttered and focused on the research itself. This system is particularly useful for
providing supplementary information or detailed source attributions without interrupting the flow of your

anthropological narrative.



Placement of Superscript Numbers

Superscript numbers should be placed directly after the relevant word or phrase, punctuation mark, or
clause. Generally, they follow the punctuation mark when the citation refers to the entire sentence, or
precede it if it refers to a specific word or phrase within the sentence. For instance, if you are quoting a
specific passage from an ethnographic study, the superscript number would typically follow the closing

quotation mark and any accompanying punctuation.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where they are referenced, while endnotes are collected at the
end of the paper. Both serve the same purpose of providing citation details. For longer anthropology papers,
endnotes can be more manageable. The first citation of a source in a note is typically full, while subsequent

citations of the same source can be shortened.

e Full Note Example: 1. Franz Boas, Race, Language, and Culture (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1940), 78.

e Shortened Note Example: 2. Boas, Race, Language, and Culture, 112.

In-Text Citations in Anthropology: Author-Date System

The Author-Date system of Chicago style is designed for direct integration of source information into the
text, making it immediately clear to the reader where a particular piece of information originates. This
method is highly prevalent in anthropological research that engages with quantitative data or relies

heavily on empirical findings where dating of sources is crucial.

Parenthetical Citation Format

In the Author-Date system, citations appear in parentheses and typically include the author's last name, the
year of publication, and the page number(s) from which the information was drawn. This format is concise
and allows for easy cross-referencing with the Reference List at the end of the paper. For example, an
anthropologist might write: (Lee 1979, 45). If the author's name is mentioned in the text, only the year and
page number are needed in parentheses: As explored by Lee (1979, 45), the !Kung San diet...



Handling Multiple Authors and Works

When citing works with multiple authors, the format adjusts. For two authors, list both last names

connected by "and": (Johnson and Smith 2010). For three or more authors, cite only the first author's last
name followed by "et al.": (Davis et al. 2015). If you cite multiple works by the same author in the same
year, you would add lowercase letters after the year (e.g., 2018a, 2018b) to distinguish them, both in the

text and in the reference list.

Crafting the Bibliography and Reference List

Whether you use the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, a comprehensive list of all consulted
sources is a non-negotiable component of your anthropology paper. The Notes-Bibliography system
requires a "Bibliography,” while the Author-Date system uses a "Reference List." Both lists are alphabetized

by the author's last name and follow strict formatting rules for each source type.

Bibliography Formatting (Notes-Bibliography System)

The Bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system aims to provide a complete alphabetical list of all
sources cited in the paper. Entries begin with the author's last name, followed by a comma, then the first
name. Book titles are italicized, and publication details include the city of publication, publisher, and year.
For journal articles, the article title is in quotation marks, followed by the journal title in italics, volume,

issue, date, and page range.

¢ Book: Author Last Name, First Name. Book Title. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

¢ Journal Article: Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue

(Year): Page Range.

¢ Chapter in an Edited Book: Author Last Name, First Name. "Chapter Title." In Book Title, edited by
Editor First Name Last Name, Page Range. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Reference List Formatting (Author-Date System)

The Reference List in the Author-Date system is similar in purpose to the Bibliography but formatted to
align with the parenthetical in-text citations. Entries are also alphabetized by author's last name. The key
difference is the inclusion of the publication year immediately after the author's name. Book titles and

journal titles are italicized, and article titles are enclosed in quotation marks.



¢ Book: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Book Title. Place of Publication: Publisher.

o Journal Article: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue):
Page Range.

e Chapter in an Edited Book: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Chapter Title." In Book Title,
edited by Editor First Name Last Name, Page Range. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Formatting Anthropological Data and Visuals

Anthropology papers often incorporate a variety of data types, including qualitative field notes, statistical
data, and visual materials like photographs, maps, and diagrams. Chicago style provides guidelines for
presenting these elements clearly and ethically, ensuring they enhance your arguments rather than

detract from them.

Presenting Field Notes and Qualitative Data

‘When quoting or referencing directly from field notes, it is crucial to maintain their integrity while
adhering to citation principles. Field notes are often treated as unpublished manuscripts, requiring careful
contextualization. If you are using direct quotes from interviews or ethnographic observations, enclose
them in quotation marks within the main text, or use block quotations for longer passages. Ensure proper
citation of the specific note or recording from which the data was extracted, using either the NB or

Author-Date system as appropriate.

Formatting Tables and Figures

Tables and figures (images, maps, graphs) must be clearly labeled and captioned. Tables are typically
numbered sequentially (Table 1, Table 2, etc.) and placed within the text as close as possible to their first
mention. Figures are also numbered sequentially (Figure 1, Figure 2, etc.). Captions for figures should
include a title and a brief description, followed by the source information if the figure is not original. The
source information for figures is often presented below the image, and if it's a reproduction, it requires a

full citation in the bibliography or reference list.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating the complexities of Chicago style can lead to occasional errors. Awareness of common pitfalls can

help you produce a polished anthropology paper that adheres strictly to the required formatting, ensuring



your research is presented with credibility and accuracy.

Inconsistent Citation Practices

Perhaps the most common error is inconsistency in applying the chosen citation system. Double-check that
every source mentioned in your text has a corresponding entry in your bibliography or reference list, and
vice versa. Ensure that the format of notes or parenthetical citations is uniform throughout the paper. If
using the NB system, verify that first citations are full and subsequent ones are shortened correctly. For

Author-Date, confirm the year and page numbers are always present when required.

Incorrectly Formatted Bibliographies/Reference Lists

Minor errors in the alphabetization, punctuation, or italicization of entries in your bibliography or reference
list can detract from your paper's professionalism. Pay close attention to details such as the placement of

commas, periods, and quotation marks, as well as the correct use of italics for book and journal titles. Always
refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or The Craft of Research, Writing, and Presenting

by Chicago/Turabian for precise examples.

Adhering to chicago style paper formatting for anthropology paper guidelines is an integral part of
scholarly communication. By meticulously following these principles for manuscript preparation, in-text
citations, and source listing, anthropologists can ensure their work is presented with the clarity, rigor, and
academic integrity it deserves, allowing their research to be understood and built upon by the wider

academic community.

FAQ

Q What is the main difference between the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date systems in Chicago style for an anthropology paper?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes-Bibliography system
uses superscript numbers linked to footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical
citations directly in the text, including the author's last name and publication year. The choice often

depends on the specific academic subfield or instructor preference.

Q Can I use the Author-Date system if my anthropology paper is more



theoretical or historical?

A: While the Author-Date system is more common in empirical and social science-oriented anthropology, it
can be used for theoretical or historical papers if required by your instructor or institution. Conversely, the
Notes-Bibliography system is often preferred for historical or humanistic approaches to anthropology, but

you should always confirm the specific requirements.

Q How do I cite an ethnographic interview in Chicago style for an
anthropology paper?

A: For unpublished interviews, you would typically treat them as personal communications or
unpublished manuscripts. In the Notes-Bibliography system, you would cite them fully in a footnote or
endnote the first time, and in the Author-Date system, you might cite them parenthetically if they are
formally recorded and transcribed, or describe them in the text if they are informal. Always check specific

guidelines for unpublished materials.

Q What is the proper formatting for a bibliography entry of a book in
Chicago style for anthropology?

A: For a book in the Bibliography (Notes-Bibliography system), the format is: Author Last Name, First
Name. Book Title. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year. For the Reference List (Author-Date system), it is:
Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Book Title. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Q: Do I need to italicize titles in Chicago style anthropology papers?

A: Yes, in Chicago style, the titles of books, journals, magazines, newspapers, and standalone works (like
films or plays) are italicized. Titles of articles, chapters, and shorter works are typically enclosed in

quotation marks.

Q How do I handle citations for sources that have no publication date or
author?

A: If a source has no author, you can use the title of the work in place of the author's name. If there is no
publication date, you can use "n.d." (no date) in place of the year. For example, (n.d.) or n.d. in the

bibliography.



Q: When should I use block quotations in my Chicago style anthropology
paper?

A: Block quotations are used for longer passages of text (generally 5 lines or more, though guidelines can
vary). They should be indented one-half inch from the left margin, single-spaced, and should not be

enclosed in quotation marks. The citation follows the final punctuation.

Q: Is there a difference in how archaeological reports are cited compared
to ethnographic texts in Chicago style?

A: The core citation principles remain the same, but the specific details within the entry will reflect the
nature of the report. Archaeological reports might have institutional authors, specific excavation dates, or
technical appendices that need to be accurately represented in the citation according to Chicago style

guidelines.
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