
chicago style paper citation
requirements for students
The Chicago style paper citation requirements for students can seem daunting,
but understanding its nuances is crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication. This comprehensive guide will demystify the Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS) for students, covering everything from in-text citations to
bibliography entries. We will delve into the two primary citation systems
within Chicago style: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date
system. Mastering these requirements ensures your research is properly
credited, your arguments are well-supported, and your papers meet academic
standards. This article will provide detailed explanations and examples,
making it an indispensable resource for anyone tackling a Chicago style
paper.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted style guide in the
humanities and social sciences, particularly in North America. It provides
comprehensive guidelines for manuscript preparation, grammar, punctuation,
and, most importantly for academic writing, citation. Its flexibility allows
for two distinct citation methods, catering to different academic disciplines
and preferences.

For students, grasping the core principles of CMOS is fundamental to
producing scholarly work. It’s not merely about following rules; it’s about
engaging with scholarly conversation by accurately attributing sources and
allowing readers to easily locate the materials you consulted. This manual
aims for clarity, consistency, and a high standard of professionalism in
written work.



The Two Citation Systems in Chicago Style

Chicago style offers two primary systems for documenting sources, each
serving different academic needs and conventions. Students must identify
which system their instructor or institution requires, as the formatting and
placement of citations differ significantly.

The Notes-Bibliography System

This system is prevalent in history, literature, and the arts. It relies on
numbered footnotes or endnotes to refer readers to sources within the text. A
comprehensive bibliography, listing all cited sources alphabetically, appears
at the end of the paper.

The advantage of the notes-bibliography system lies in its ability to provide
detailed commentary or supplementary information in the notes without
interrupting the flow of the main text. It also allows for multiple citations
to the same source within a single note, streamlining the in-text
presentation.

The Author-Date System

The author-date system is more common in the sciences and social sciences,
resembling styles like APA or MLA in its in-text citation format. Brief
parenthetical citations within the text include the author’s last name and
the year of publication, along with a page number if applicable. This is
accompanied by a reference list at the end of the paper, which includes all
sources cited in the text.

This system is favored for its conciseness within the body of the text.
Readers can quickly identify the source and year of publication, allowing
them to assess the recency of the information. The reference list then
provides the full bibliographic details for retrieval.

In-Text Citations: Notes-Bibliography System

When using the notes-bibliography system, students will insert superscript
numbers at the end of a sentence or clause where a citation is needed. These
numbers correspond to either footnotes at the bottom of the page or endnotes
at the conclusion of the document.

The first time a source is cited in a note, a full citation is typically



provided. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened, often
using just the author’s last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

Footnotes and Endnotes Explained

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the superscript number is
located. They offer immediate access to source information without the reader
having to turn to the end of the paper. Endnotes, conversely, are collected
at the end of the document, chapter, or article.

The content of a footnote or endnote can be more than just bibliographic
information. It can also include tangential discussions, definitions, or
additional points that enrich the reader’s understanding but do not fit
within the main narrative of the paper. This dual function makes them a
versatile tool for academic writers.

Example of a footnote citation (first mention):

1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four
Meals (New York: Penguin Press, 2006), 99.

Example of a footnote citation (subsequent mention):

2. Pollan, Omnivore's Dilemma, 150.

In-Text Citations: Author-Date System

In the author-date system, citations are embedded directly within the text,
typically in parentheses. This method is straightforward and allows readers
to instantly connect the information in the text to its source.

The standard format for an author-date in-text citation includes the author’s
last name and the year of publication. If you are referencing a specific part
of the source, such as a direct quotation or a particular idea, you must also
include the page number.

Parenthetical Citations and Page Numbers

When quoting directly or paraphrasing a specific idea, including the page



number is essential for accurate citation. This helps readers pinpoint the
exact location of the information within the source material.

If the author’s name is mentioned in the sentence, it does not need to be
repeated in the parenthetical citation. However, the year of publication is
always required. If the year is not available for a particular source, other
relevant publication information may be used.

Example of a parenthetical citation with a direct quote:

The argument posits that "consumer choices have far-reaching
environmental consequences" (Smith 2020, 45).

Example of a parenthetical citation for a paraphrase:

Research indicates a significant shift in dietary habits over the past
decade (Jones 2022).

Example when author is mentioned in the text:

According to Smith, "consumer choices have far-reaching environmental
consequences" (2020, 45).

Crafting Your Bibliography or Reference List

Both systems require a concluding list of all sources consulted and cited in
the paper. The name of this list differs: it is a bibliography for the notes-
bibliography system and a reference list for the author-date system.

The bibliography or reference list serves as a vital resource for your
readers, allowing them to verify your research and explore the topic further.
Meticulous attention to detail in this section is paramount for academic
credibility.

Bibliography Entries

In the notes-bibliography system, the bibliography lists all sources
alphabetically by the author’s last name. Entries include publication
information such as author, title, publication city, publisher, and year.



The formatting of each entry depends on the type of source being cited,
whether it's a book, journal article, website, or other material. Consistency
in formatting is key to presenting a professional and organized bibliography.

Reference List Entries

For the author-date system, the reference list also contains all cited
sources, arranged alphabetically by author’s last name. While the core
information is similar to the bibliography, the order and punctuation may
vary slightly to align with the parenthetical in-text citations.

The purpose remains the same: to provide complete bibliographic details for
every source used. This ensures transparency and allows readers to easily
locate the original materials.

Essential Elements of a Chicago Style Citation

Regardless of which system you employ, certain core elements are consistently
required for accurate Chicago style citations. Understanding these components
will help you construct citations for any source type.

The primary goal is to provide enough information so that a reader can locate
the exact source you used. This includes identifying the author, the title of
the work, and publication details.

Author and Title Information

The author’s name is typically listed in the order of first name, last name,
or last name, first name, depending on the context (e.g., bibliography vs.
notes). The title of the work should be italicized for books and enclosed in
quotation marks for articles or chapters within larger works.

Accurately recording author names, including any middle initials, and
ensuring titles are correctly capitalized and formatted is crucial. Any
omission or error can hinder a reader's ability to find the source.

Publication Details and Locators

Publication details include the place of publication, the publisher, and the
year of publication for books. For articles, you'll need the journal title,



volume and issue numbers, and the date. For online sources, URLs and access
dates are important.

Locators, such as page numbers, are essential for directing readers to
specific passages, especially when using direct quotations or referencing
specific ideas. The precision of these locators contributes significantly to
the credibility of your research.

Citing Common Source Types

Students will encounter a variety of source materials throughout their
academic careers. Learning to cite these common types correctly in Chicago
style is essential for building a robust and accurate citation portfolio.

Books

Citing books in Chicago style requires specific formatting for author, title,
and publication information. Both notes-bibliography and author-date systems
have distinct but related formats.

Notes-Bibliography (Book): Author's First Name Last Name, Title of Book
(Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number.

Author-Date (Book): Author's Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book.
Place of Publication: Publisher.

Journal Articles

Journal articles require details about the author, article title, journal
title, volume, issue, and publication date, along with page numbers or a DOI
(Digital Object Identifier).

Notes-Bibliography (Journal Article): Author's First Name Last Name,
“Title of Article,” Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): page
numbers.

Author-Date (Journal Article): Author's Last Name, First Name. Year.
“Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume (Issue): page numbers.



Websites and Online Sources

Citing online content involves providing author information, title of the
specific page or article, the website’s name, and the URL. For notes-
bibliography, an access date is also often included. For author-date, the
year is prioritized.

Notes-Bibliography (Website): Author's First Name Last Name, “Title of
Web Page,” Name of Website, Publication Date (if available), accessed
Month Day, Year, URL.

Author-Date (Website): Author's Last Name, First Name. Year. “Title of
Web Page.” Name of Website. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Mastering the Chicago style paper citation requirements for students is an
ongoing process. By diligently applying these guidelines to all your academic
writing, you will ensure your work is both ethically sound and professionally
presented, contributing effectively to scholarly discourse.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style
Paper Citation Requirements for Students

Q: What is the main difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago
style?
A: The main difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the
author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations with the author's
last name and year of publication. Both systems conclude with a bibliography
or reference list.

Q: When should I use footnotes versus endnotes in
Chicago style?
A: The choice between footnotes and endnotes is largely a matter of
preference or instructor requirement. Footnotes are located at the bottom of
the page where they are referenced, offering immediate access. Endnotes are
compiled at the end of the document, chapter, or article, and are often
preferred for longer works or when extensive notes are required.



Q: How do I cite a source that has no author?
A: If a source has no identifiable author, you should begin the citation with
the title of the work. In the notes-bibliography system, the title will be
followed by publication information. In the author-date system, the title
will be followed by the publication year. For in-text citations, use a
shortened version of the title instead of an author's name.

Q: What is a DOI, and when should I include it in my
Chicago style citation?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique string of characters that
permanently identifies an electronic document, such as a journal article. You
should include the DOI in your citation whenever one is available, as it
provides a stable and direct link to the source, making it easier for readers
to locate.

Q: How do I cite a source with multiple authors in
Chicago style?
A: For the notes-bibliography system, for two or three authors, list all
authors’ names in the first note. For four or more authors, list only the
first author’s name followed by “et al.” In the bibliography, for two or
three authors, list all. For four or more, list the first author followed by
“et al.” The author-date system typically lists all authors up to three in
the reference list, and for four or more, the first author followed by “et
al.” In-text citations generally follow the "et al." rule for multiple
authors.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher’s location
when citing a book published after 1900?
A: According to the Chicago Manual of Style, it is generally no longer
necessary to include the publisher’s location for books published after 1900.
However, some instructors or disciplines may still prefer or require it.
Always check your specific guidelines.

Q: How do I cite a personal communication, such as
an email or interview?
A: Personal communications are not typically included in the bibliography or
reference list because they are not retrievable by the reader. Instead, they
are cited parenthetically in the text or in a footnote/endnote. The citation
should include the type of communication, the communicator, and the date. For
example: (J. Doe, email to author, March 15, 2023) or 1. J. Doe, email to
author, March 15, 2023.



Q: What are the rules for citing legal sources in
Chicago style?
A: Chicago style has specific, detailed rules for citing legal sources, which
differ significantly from those for general academic works. It often follows
the structure of the Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation. This typically
involves using specific abbreviations and formats for statutes, cases, and
other legal documents, and usually employs the notes-bibliography system.
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