CHICAGO STYLE NUMBERS LEGAL WRITING

MASTERING CHICAGO STYLE NUMBERS IN LEGAL WRITING

CHICAGO STYLE NUMBERS LEGAL WRITING DEMANDS PRECISION AND ADHERENCE TO ESTABLISHED CONVENTIONS. THIS
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DELVES DEEP INTO THE INTRICACIES OF PRESENTING NUMERICAL DATA WITHIN LEGAL DOCUMENTS, ENSURING
CLARITY, PROFESSIONALISM, AND COMPLIANCE WITH THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE'S GUIDELINES. WE WILL EXPLORE
FUNDAMENTAL RULES FOR NUMBERS IN LEGAL CONTEXTS, THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN SPELLING OUT NUMBERS AND USING
NUMERALS, THE PROPER HANDLING OF LARGE NUMBERS AND DATES, AND SPECIFIC CONSIDERATIONS FOR STATISTICAL DATA AND
MEASUREMENTS. UNDERSTANDING THESE NUANCES IS PARAMOUNT FOR ANY LEGAL PROFESSIONAL AIMING TO PRODUCE ERROR-
FREE AND IMPACTFUL WRITTEN WORK. THIS ARTICLE WILL SERVE AS YOUR DEFINITIVE RESOURCE FOR NAVIGATING THE
COMPLEXITIES OF CHICAGO STYLE NUMBERS IN LEGAL WRITING, EMPOWERING YOU TO CITE, QUANTIFY, AND PRESENT
INFORMATION EFFECTIVELY.

TaBLE oF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION TO CHICAGO STYLE NUMBERS IN LEGAL W/RITING
Core PrINCIPLES OF CHICAGO STYLE FOR NUMBERS

SPELLING OUT Vvs. UsING NUMERALS IN LEGAL DOCUMENTS
HANDLING L ARGE NUMBERS AND DATES

NUMERICAL DATA IN LEGAL CONTEXTS

SPECIFIC APPLICATIONS AND EXAMPLES

CoMMON PITFALLS AND BEST PRACTICES

CoNCLUSION

Core PrINCIPLES OF CHICAGO STYLE FOR NUMBERS IN LEGAL WRITING

THe CHIcAGO MANUAL of STYLE (CMOS) PROVIDES A ROBUST FRAMEWORK FOR HANDLING NUMBERS, AND ITS APPLICATION IN
LEGAL WRITING PRIORITIZES CLARITY AND CONSISTENCY. AT ITS HEART, THE APPROACH HINGES ON READABILITY AND AVOIDING
AMBIGUITY. LEGAL DOCUMENTS OFTEN CONTAIN COMPLEX INFORMATION, AND THE WAY NUMBERS ARE PRESENTED CAN
SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT A READER'S COMPREHENSION. THEREFORE, CMOS OFFERS GUIDELINES TO ENSURE THAT NUMERICAL DATA
IS BOTH ACCURATE AND EASILY DIGESTIBLE FOR ATTORNEYS, JUDGES, AND CLIENTS ALIKE.

ONE OF THE FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES IS TO BE CONSISTENT WITHIN A DOCUMENT. ONCE A DECISION IS MADE TO SPELL OUT OR
USE NUMERALS FOR A CERTAIN CATEGORY OF NUMBERS, THAT CONVENTION SHOULD BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT. THiS
CONSISTENCY PREVENTS CONFUSION AND REINFORCES THE PROFESSIONALISM OF THE WRITING. FURTHERMORE, CMOS EMPHASIZES
COMMON USAGE AND READER EXPECTATION. \WHILE THERE ARE SPECIFIC RULES, THE ULTIMATE GOAL IS TO MAKE THE TEXT AS
CLEAR AS POSSIBLE FOR THE INTENDED AUDIENCE.

THE CONTEXT OF THE NUMBER IS ALSO A CRITICAL FACTOR. NUMBERS USED IN A GENERAL NARRATIVE MIGHT BE TREATED
DIFFERENTLY THAN THOSE APPEARING IN CITATIONS, FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, OR STATISTICAL ANALYSES. LEGAL WRITING
FREQUENTLY INVOLVES PRECISE FIGURES, DATES, AND QUANTITIES, MAKING THE PROPER APPLICATION OF CMOS RULES FOR
NUMBERS NOT MERELY A STYLISTIC CHOICE BUT A NECESSITY FOR LEGAL ACCURACY.

SPELLING OUT vs. UsING NUMERALS IN LEGAL DOCUMENTS

A CENTRAL TENET OF CHICAGO STYLE FOR NUMBERS IS THE DECISION OF WHEN TO SPELL OUT A NUMBER AND WHEN TO USE A
NUMERAL. GENERALLY, CMOS ADVISES SPELLING OUT NUMBERS FROM ZERO THROUGH ONE HUNDRED. THIS APPLIES TO
QUANTITIES AND FIGURES THAT ARE NOT PART OF A STATISTICAL TABLE OR A SCIENTIFIC OR TECHNICAL CONTEXT. FOR
EXAMPLE, “THE CONTRACT WAS SIGNED BY TWELVE PARTIES” IS PREFERRED OVER “THE CONTRACT WAS SIGNED BY 12

"
PARTIES.



HOWEVER, THERE ARE SIGNIFICANT EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE, PARTICULARLY CRUCIAL IN LEGAL WRITING. NUMBERS THAT
REPRESENT PRECISE MEASUREMENTS, STATISTICAL DATA, DATES, TIMES, PERCENTAGES, MONETARY AMOUNTS, CHAPTER AND
VERSE NUMBERS, AND HOUSE OR ROOM NUMBERS ARE ALMOST ALWAYS RENDERED AS NUMERALS. FOR INSTANCE, A LEGAL BRIEF
MIGHT REFER TO “A $5,000,000 JUDGMENT” OR “THE INCIDENT OCCURRED ON OCTOBER 26, 2023."

\W/HEN NUMBERS APPEAR AT THE BEGINNING OF A SENTENCE, THE GENERAL RULE IS TO SPELL THEM OUT, EVEN IF THEY ARE ABOVE
ONE HUNDRED, TO MAINTAIN GRAMMATICAL FLOW. For EXAMPLE, “T WO HUNDRED PAGES OF DISCOVERY WERE SUBMITTED.”
HO\X/EVER, IF SPELLING OUT A LARGE NUMBER WOULD BE CUMBERSOME OR AWKWARD, CMOS ALLOWS FOR THE USE OF
NUMERALS, ESPECIALLY IF ANOTHER NUMBER IN THE SAME SENTENCE IS ALREADY IN NUMERAL FORM. THIS NUANCED APPROACH
ALLOWS FOR FLEXIBILITY WHILE UPHOLDING THE CORE PRINCIPLE OF CLARITY.

WHEN TO SPELL OUT NUMBERS

o NUMBERS ZERO THROUGH ONE HUNDRED WHEN USED IN A GENERAL CONTEXT.
o FRACTIONS WHEN THEY APPEAR IN PROSE, SUCH AS “ONE-THIRD OF THE ESTATE.”

e NUMBERS THAT BEGIN A SENTENCE, UNLESS THEY ARE DATES OR PART OF A STATISTIC WHERE NUMERALS ARE STANDARD.

W/HeEN To Use NUMERALS

o NUMBERS ONE HUNDRED AND ABOVE, GENERALLY.

e Precise MEASUREMENTS (g.G., 10 FeeT, 500 MiLES).

e DaTes AnD TIMeS (E.G., JANUARY 1, 2024, 3:00 p.m.).

* MoNeTARY AMOUNTS (E.G., $10,000).

o Percentaces (EG., 75%).

o CHAPTER AND VERSE NUMBERS IN LEGAL CITATIONS AND RELIGIOUS TEXTS.
e HOUSE, STREET, AND ROOM NUMBERS.

e NUMBERS USED IN STATISTICAL TABLES, SCIENTIFIC DATA, AND TECHNICAL CONTEXTS.

HANDLING LARGE NUMBERS AND DATES

L ARGE NUMBERS IN LEGAL WRITING OFTEN REQUIRE CAREFUL PRESENTATION TO AVOID MISINTERPRETATION. CHICAGO STYLE
GENERALLY PREFERS NUMERALS FOR NUMBERS ONE HUNDRED AND ABOVE. THIS MEANS THAT FIGURES LIKE ONE THOUSAND, TEN
THOUSAND, OR ONE MILLION SHOULD BE WRITTEN AS 1,000, 10,000, ano 1,000,000, RESPECTIVELY. THE USE OF COMMAS
IN LARGE NUMBERS IS STANDARD AND AIDS IN READABILITY. FOR VERY LARGE ROUND NUMBERS, SUCH AS MILLIONS OR BILLIONS,
CMOS SOMETIMES ALLOWS FOR A COMBINATION OF WORDS AND NUMERALS FOR CONCISENESS, FOR EXAMPLE, “OVER 2 MILLION
DOLLARS,” ALTHOUGH THE FULLY NUMERICAL FORM IS OFTEN PREFERRED FOR LEGAL PRECISION.

DATES ARE A CRITICAL ELEMENT IN LEGAL DOCUMENTS, AND THEIR PRESENTATION FOLLOWS A SPECIFIC CONVENTION. THE
STANDARD FORMAT FOR DATES IN CHICAGO STYLE IS MONTH DAY, YEAR (E.G., JULY 4, 1776). THIS FORMAT IS CONSISTENT



AND UNIVERSALLY UNDERSTOOD. \WHEN REFERRING TO A SPECIFIC YEAR WITHOUT A MONTH OR DAY, IT IS WRITTEN AS A
NUMERAL (E.G., “THE EVENTS OF 1945"). \W/HEN REFERRING TO A DECADE, IT IS TYPICALLY WRITTEN WITH AN APOSTROPHE,
SUCH AS “THE 1920s,” ALTHOUGH SOME STYLE GUIDES MAY PREFER “THE 1920s.” IN LEGAL CONTEXTS, PRECISE DATE
FORMATS ARE CRUCIAL FOR ESTABLISHING TIMELINES AND LEGAL STANDING.

\X/HEN REFERRING TO ORDINAL NUMBERS, SUCH AS FIRST, SECOND, OR THIRD, THESE ARE GENERALLY SPELLED OUT WHEN THEY
FALL WITHIN THE ZERO-TO~ONE-HUNDRED RANGE (FIRST, SECOND, THIRD). HO\X/EVER, FOR LARGER ORDINAL NUMBERS OR WHEN
THEY ARE PART OF A SPECIFIC DESIGNATION, NUMERALS MIGHT BE USED. For INSTANCE, “THE TENTH AMENDMENT” IS STANDARD,
BUT IF REFERRING TO A SEQUENCE OF EVENTS, “THe T0TH WITNESS” MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE IF CONSISTENT WITH OTHER
NUMERICAL TREATMENTS WITHIN THE DOCUMENT.

NUMERICAL DATA IN LEGAL CONTEXTS

LEGAL WRITING FREQUENTLY INVOLVES THE PRESENTATION OF NUMERICAL DATA, WHETHER IT BE FINANCIAL FIGURES,
STATISTICAL EVIDENCE, OR QUANTITATIVE ASSESSMENTS OF DAMAGES. IN SUCH CASES, CHICAGO STYLE STRONGLY FAVORS
THE USE OF NUMERALS TO ENSURE ACCURACY AND TO FACILITATE COMPARISON. STATISTICAL TABLES, CHARTS, AND GRAPHS,
WHICH ARE COMMON IN LEGAL BRIEFS AND EXPERT REPORTS, EXCLUSIVELY USE NUMERALS FOR CLARITY AND EASE OF ANALYSIS.

\W/HEN DISCUSSING MONETARY AMOUNTS, PRECISION IS PARAMOUNT. CHICAGO STYLE DICTATES THE USE OF NUMERALS, OFTEN
PRECEDED BY A CURRENCY SYMBOL. FOR EXAMPLE, “$1,500,000” or “£250.” COMMAS ARE USED TO SEPARATE
THOUSANDS, AND DECIMAL POINTS ARE USED FOR CENTS OR FRACTIONAL CURRENCY. CONSISTENCY IN FORMATTING CURRENCY,
INCLUDING THE PLACEMENT OF THE CURRENCY SYMBOL AND THE NUMBER OF DECIMAL PLACES, IS VITAL IN FINANCIAL
DOCUMENTATION WITHIN LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

PERCENTAGES ALSO REQUIRE CLEAR REPRESENTATION, TYPICALLY USING NUMERALS AND THE PERCENT SIGN (%). FOR INSTANCE,
“A 159 INCREASE” OR A DECLINE OF 2.5%.” \W/HEN PERCENTAGES ARE USED IN COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OR COMPLEX
CALCULATIONS, ENSURING THAT THE NOTATION IS IMMEDIATELY UNDERSTANDABLE TO ALL PARTIES IS A KEY OBJECTIVE. THE
USE OF NUMERALS FOR PERCENTAGES IS STANDARD PRACTICE IN LEGAL AND FINANCIAL REPORTING.

PRESENTING STATISTICAL INFORMATION

o ALWAYS USE NUMERALS FOR STATISTICAL DATA.
® EMPLOY COMMAS FOR LARGE NUMBERS TO ENHANCE READABILITY.

® BE CONSISTENT WITH THE NUMBER OF DECIMAL PLACES SHOWN.

UTiLize TABLES, CHARTS, AND GRAPHS FOR COMPLEX DATA SETS, ENSURING ALL NUMERICAL INFORMATION WITHIN THEM
IS PRESENTED CLEARLY.

HANDLING MONETARY V ALUES

o (USE NUMERALS AND CURRENCY SYMBOLS (E.G., $, S, €).

INCLUDE COMMAS FOR THOUSANDS AND DECIMAL POINTS FOR CENTS.

® SPECIFY THE CURRENCY IF THERE IS ANY POTENTIAL FOR CONFUSION.

® ENSURE CONSISTENCY IN THE FORMATTING OF ALL MONETARY FIGURES.



SPECIFIC APPLICATIONS AND EXAMPLES

THE APPLICATION OF CHICAGO STYLE NUMBERS IN LEGAL WRITING CAN BE OBSERVED IN VARIOUS DOCUMENT TYPES. IN
CONTRACTS, CLAUSES OFTEN SPECIFY PRECISE QUANTITIES, DATES, AND FINANCIAL TERMS. FOR EXAMPLE, A CONTRACT MIGHT
STATE: “THE LESSEE SHALL PAY THE LESSOR THE SUM oF $5,000,000 (FIVE MILLION UNITED STATES DOLLARS) ON OR
BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2025.” THIS DUAL REPRESENTATION—NUMERAL AND SPELLED-OUT WORD—IS SOMETIMES USED IN LEGAL
DOCUMENTS FOR EXTREME CLARITY, PARTICULARLY FOR SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS, THOUGH CMOS GENERALLY
PREFERS A CONSISTENT APPROACH. HOWEVER, FOR STANDARD CLAUSES, A SINGLE, CLEAR NUMERICAL REPRESENTATION IS
USUALLY SUFFICIENT.

IN PLEADINGS AND MOTIONS, REFERENCES TO STATUTES, CASE LAW, AND COURT RULES REQUIRE STRICT ADHERENCE TO
NUMERICAL CONVENTIONS. FOR INSTANCE, CITING A STATUTE WOULD Look Like “See 28 U.S.C. § 1332 (2018),” wHere
NUMERALS ARE USED FOR VOLUME, CHAPTER, AND SECTION NUMBERS. \W/HEN REFERRING TO SPECIFIC PAGES OR PARAGRAPHS
WITHIN A DOCUMENT, SUCH AS IN A DEPOSITION TRANSCRIPT, FORMATS LIKE “AT PAGE 52, LINES 10-15" ARE COMMON,
EMPLOYING NUMERALS FOR PRECISION.

EXPERT WITNESS REPORTS OFTEN CONTAIN EXTENSIVE DATA AND ANALYSIS. FOR EXAMPLE, AN ECONOMIST’'S REPORT MIGHT
DETAIL “PROJECTED LOSSES OF $1,250,000 Per YEAR FOR 10 YEARS,” OR A FORENSIC SCIENTIST MIGHT REPORT “A DNA
MATCH PROBABILITY OfF 1IN 100,000.” IN THESE CONTEXTS, THE CLARITY AND ACCURACY AFFORDED BY NUMERALS ARE
INDISPENSABLE. THE OBJECTIVE IS ALWAYS TO PRESENT NUMERICAL INFORMATION IN A WAY THAT IS UNAMBIGUOUS AND EASILY
VERIFIABLE.

CoMMOoN PITFALLS AND BEST PRACTICES

ONE OF THE MOST COMMON PITFALLS IN LEGAL WRITING REGARDING NUMBERS IS INCONSISTENCY. ALTERNATING BETWEEN
SPELLING OUT NUMBERS AND USING NUMERALS FOR SIMILAR ITEMS WITHIN THE SAME DOCUMENT CAN CONFUSE READERS AND
UNDERMINE THE PROFESSIONALISM OF THE WRITING. ANOTHER FREQUENT ERROR IS THE MISAPPLICATION OF THE “START OF
SENTENCE” RULE. WHILE NUMBERS AT THE BEGINNING OF A SENTENCE ARE TYPICALLY SPELLED OUT, THIS CAN LEAD TO

AWK ARD PHRASING WITH LARGE NUMBERS, AND IT'S OFTEN BETTER TO REPHRASE THE SENTENCE TO AVOID BEGINNING WITH A
NUMERAL.

ANOTHER AREA OF CONCERN IS THE HANDLING OF COMPOUND NUMBERS. FOR INSTANCE, NUMBERS BETWEEN TWENTY-ONE AND
NINETY-NINE ARE HYPHENATED WHEN SPELLED OUT (E.G., “TWENTY-ONE"). FRACTIONS ARE ALSO A COMMON SOURCE OF ERROR;
WHEN SPELLED OUT IN PROSE, THEY ARE TYPICALLY HYPHENATED (E.G., “THREE-QUARTERS”). HOWEVER, PRECISE NUMERICAL
FRACTIONS ARE BEST REPRESENTED USING NUMERALS, ESPECIALLY IN TECHNICAL CONTEXTS.

To AVOID THESE PITFALLS, LEGAL WRITERS SHOULD ADOPT BEST PRACTICES THAT PRIORITIZE CLARITY AND ADHERENCE TO
CMOS GUIDELINES.

® ALWAYS CONSULT THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR DEFINITIVE GUIDANCE, AS SPECIFIC EDITIONS MAY HAVE
UPDATED RULES.

® MAINTAIN A STYLE SHEET FOR YOUR PROJECT OR FIRM TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY IN NUMERICAL REPRESENTATION ACROSS
ALL DOCUMENTS.

® PROOFREAD CAREFULLY FOR ANY NUMERICAL INCONSISTENCIES OR ERRORS BEFORE SUBMISSION.
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o \X/HEN IN DOUBT ABOUT HOW TO PRESENT A NUMBER, ERR ON THE SIDE OF USING NUMERALS FOR CLARITY AND PRECISION
ESPECIALLY IN LEGAL CONTEXTS WHERE EXACTNESS IS CRITICAL.

o CONSIDER THE AUDIENCE; WHILE STRICT ADHERENCE TO CMOS 1s IMPORTANT, THE ULTIMATE GOAL IS COMPREHENSION.



BY UNDERSTANDING THE CORE PRINCIPLES, EXCEPTIONS, AND SPECIFIC APPLICATIONS OF CHICAGO STYLE NUMBERS IN LEGAL
WRITING, PROFESSIONALS CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE THE CLARITY, ACCURACY, AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THEIR WRITTEN
COMMUNICATIONS.

FAQ

Q: How SHOULD | REPRESENT MONETARY VALUES IN LEGAL DOCUMENTS ACCORDING TO
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: ACCORDING TO CHICAGO STYLE, MONETARY VALUES SHOULD GENERALLY BE REPRESENTED USING NUMERALS, PRECEDED BY
THE APPROPRIATE CURRENCY syMeoL (E.G., $50,000, £1,200, €25,500). COMMAS SHOULD BE USED TO SEPARATE
THOUSANDS, AND DECIMAL POINTS SHOULD BE USED FOR CENTS. |T IS CRUCIAL TO BE CONSISTENT WITH THE CURRENCY SYMBOL
AND THE FORMAT THROUGHOUT THE DOCUMENT.

Q: IS THERE A SPECIFIC RULE FOR NUMBERS AT THE BEGINNING OF A SENTENCE IN LEGAL
WRITING USING CHICAGO STYLE?

A: YES, THE GENERAL CHICAGO STYLE RULE IS TO SPELL OUT NUMBERS FROM ZERO THROUGH ONE HUNDRED WHEN THEY APPEAR
AT THE BEGINNING OF A SENTENCE. HO\X/EVER, IF SPELLING OUT A LARGE NUMBER BECOMES AWKW ARD OR IF ANOTHER NUMBER IN
THE SAME SENTENCE IS ALREADY IN NUMERAL FORM, IT IS PERMISSIBLE TO USE A NUMERAL. IN LEGAL WRITING, ESPECIALLY WITH
DATES AND PRECISE FIGURES, REPHRASING THE SENTENCE TO AVOID STARTING WITH A NUMBER MIGHT BE THE CLEAREST OPTION.

QI \W/HEN SHOULD | SPELL OUT NUMBERS VERSUS USING NUMERALS IN LEGAL BRIEFS?

A: IN LEGAL BRIEFS, THE GENERAL GUIDELINE OF SPELLING OUT NUMBERS ZERO THROUGH ONE HUNDRED IS OFTEN SUPERSEDED BY
THE NEED FOR PRECISION. NUMERALS ARE STRONGLY PREFERRED FOR DATES, TIMES, MONETARY AMOUNTS, PERCENTAGES,
MEASUREMENTS, STATISTICAL DATA, AND ANY FIGURES THAT ARE CRITICAL TO THE LEGAL ARGUMENT. FOR GENERAL
QUANTITIES BELOW ONE HUNDRED, SPELLING OUT MIGHT STILL APPLY IF IT ENHANCES READABILITY AND DOES NOT COMPROMISE
LEGAL ACCURACY.

QI WHAT ARE THE CHICAGO STYLE RULES FOR WRITING DATES IN LEGAL DOCUMENTS?

A: CHICAGO STYLE USES THE MONTH DAY, YEAR FORMAT FOR DATES (E.G., APRIL 15, 1998). \W/HEN REFERRING TO A DECADE,
IT'S TYPICALLY WRITTEN AS “THE 1990s.” IF A DATE IS MENTIONED WITHOUT A MONTH OR DAY, IT IS WRITTEN AS A
NUMERAL (€.G., “THE YEAR 2023"). CONSISTENCY IN DATE FORMATTING IS PARAMOUNT IN LEGAL DOCUMENTS.

Q: How Do | HANDLE LARGE NUMBERS , SUCH AS MILLIONS OR BILLIONS, IN LEGAL
WRITING UNDER CHICAGO STYLE?

A: FOR LARGE NUMBERS, CHICAGO STYLE GENERALLY PREFERS NUMERALS WITH COMMAS FOR CLARITY (£.G., 1,500,000 For
ONE MILLION FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND). FOR VERY LARGE ROUND NUMBERS, SUCH AS “OVER 2 MILLION” OR “APPROXIMATELY
10 BILLION,” A COMBINATION OF WORDS AND NUMERALS CAN BE ACCEPTABLE FOR CONCISENESS, THOUGH THE FULLY NUMERICAL
REPRESENTATION IS OFTEN FAVORED IN LEGAL CONTEXTS FOR ABSOLUTE PRECISION.

Q: ARE THERE SPECIFIC FORMATTING RULES FOR FRACTIONS IN CHICAGO STYLE LEGAL
WRITING?

A: WW/HEN FRACTIONS APPEAR IN GENERAL PROSE, THEY ARE TYPICALLY SPELLED OUT AND HYPHENATED (E.G./ ”ONE‘HALF,”



“TWo-THIRDS"). HOWEVER, IN LEGAL AND TECHNICAL CONTEXTS, PRECISE NUMERICAL FRACTIONS ARE USUALLY REPRESENTED
USING NUMERALS (E.G., 1/2, 2/3). FOR MIXED NUMBERS, IT'S OFTEN BEST TO USE NUMERALS, SUCH AS 1.

Q: WHAT IS THE TREATMENT OF PERCENTAGES IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR LEGAL
DOCUMENTS?

A: PERCENTAGES ARE CONSISTENTLY REPRESENTED USING NUMERALS FOLLOWED BY THE PERCENT SIGN (%) IN CHICAGO STYLE
PARTICULARLY IN LEGAL WRITING WHERE PRECISION IS KEY (E.G., 50%, 12.5%). ENSURE THAT THE PERCENTAGE IS CLEARLY
DEFINED IN CONTEXT, ESPECIALLY WHEN DISCUSSING STATISTICAL EVIDENCE OR FINANCIAL CALCULATIONS.
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