
chicago style notes bibliography
examples for theses

chicago style notes bibliography examples for theses are crucial for academic
integrity and scholarly communication, ensuring that all sources are properly
acknowledged. Mastering this citation style, particularly the intricate
details of both footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography, is a cornerstone of
thesis writing. This comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of
Chicago style, providing clear, detailed examples for both notes and
bibliography entries, and offering practical advice for thesis writers. We
will explore the fundamental principles, common source types, and the
essential differences and connections between notes and bibliography entries,
equipping you with the knowledge to confidently format your academic work.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes vs.
Bibliography

Chicago style, often referred to as the Turabian style for student papers,
presents a dual system for acknowledging sources: footnotes/endnotes and a
bibliography. While both systems aim to credit original authors and allow
readers to locate sources, they serve slightly different purposes. The notes
(footnotes or endnotes) provide specific attribution for individual pieces of
information or quotations used within the text. They are typically numbered
sequentially and appear at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end
of the document (endnotes). The bibliography, on the other hand, is a
comprehensive, alphabetized list of all sources cited in the thesis. Its
purpose is to provide a complete overview of the research undertaken and to
offer readers a resource for further exploration. Understanding the
distinction and relationship between these two components is fundamental to
successful Chicago style thesis formatting.

The notes system in Chicago style is designed for immediate referencing,
allowing readers to see exactly where a specific piece of information
originated without having to hunt through an entire bibliography. Each note
corresponds to a superscript number in the text. Conversely, the bibliography
is a curated collection, offering a broader view of the academic conversation
your thesis engages with. While notes provide granular detail, the
bibliography offers a curated overview. Both are indispensable for a well-
researched and ethically presented thesis.



Core Principles of Chicago Style Notes

The fundamental principle guiding Chicago style notes is to provide enough
information for the reader to identify the source unequivocally. For initial
citations, this typically includes the author's full name, the title of the
work in italics (or quotation marks for articles/chapters), publication
details (place, publisher, year), and specific page numbers. Subsequent
citations of the same source become progressively shorter, often employing a
shortened title and page number, or even a simple "ibid." for consecutive
references to the same work.

Accuracy in page numbers is paramount. When quoting directly or paraphrasing
specific ideas, the note must direct the reader to the exact location within
the source. Consistency in formatting, such as the use of commas, periods,
and italics, is also a hallmark of proper Chicago style. This meticulous
attention to detail ensures clarity and professionalism in your academic
writing, demonstrating a deep respect for scholarly conventions.

First Reference Notes

The first time a source is cited in the notes, it requires a full
bibliographic entry. This comprehensive format ensures that even if the
reader only glances at the notes section, they can identify the source. For
example, a book's first note would include the author's full name, the book
title in italics, publication information, and the specific page number(s).
For articles or chapters, the article or chapter title would be in quotation
marks, followed by the journal or book title in italics.

Consider the following structure for a book:

Author's First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year), Page Number(s).

And for an article:

Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number(s).

Subsequent Reference Notes

To avoid redundancy and improve readability, subsequent citations of a source
that has already been fully cited in the notes are abbreviated. This
typically involves using the author's last name, a shortened version of the
title (if the title is long), and the specific page number. This streamlined
approach maintains clarity without cluttering the notes with repetitive full
citations.

The standard format for subsequent notes is:



Author's Last Name, Shortened Title of Book, Page Number(s).

Author's Last Name, "Shortened Title of Article," Page Number(s).

If you are referencing the very same work and page number immediately after
the first citation, you may use "ibid." (meaning "in the same place"). If
it's the same work but a different page, you would use "ibid." followed by
the new page number.

Ibid. Usage

"Ibid." is a Latin abbreviation used to refer to the immediately preceding
citation. It signifies that the source is identical to the one just
mentioned. If the page number is also the same, "ibid." alone suffices. If
the page number differs, "ibid." is followed by the new page number. However,
if any other information (like the author or title) changes, even slightly,
"ibid." should not be used. It’s a concise way to handle repetitive
references to a single source in close proximity.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Bibliography
Entries

The Chicago style bibliography is an alphabetized list of all sources
consulted and cited in the thesis. Unlike the notes, which prioritize
immediate reference and can be abbreviated, bibliography entries are designed
to be comprehensive and stand alone. Each entry provides the full
bibliographic details necessary for a reader to locate the source
independently. The primary organizing principle is the author's last name,
facilitating easy navigation for the reader.

Key differences from notes include the order of author names (last name
first), the omission of specific page numbers for general references (though
they are included for specific articles or chapters within larger works), and
the use of periods rather than commas to separate elements in many cases. The
bibliography serves as a complete inventory of your research foundation.

Alphabetization

The bibliography must be strictly alphabetized by the author's last name. If
a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of
the title (ignoring articles like "A," "An," or "The"). For works by the same
author, entries are alphabetized by title. If there are multiple works by the
same author, the first entry will have the author's full name, and subsequent
entries by the same author will use three hyphens followed by a period (---.)
in place of the name, alphabetized by title. This systematic organization is
crucial for user-friendliness.



Author Names

In the bibliography, the author's last name always comes first, followed by
their first name and any middle names or initials. This inversion is a
distinguishing feature of the bibliography compared to the notes section. For
multiple authors, the first author's name is inverted, but subsequent
authors' names are listed in normal order (first name first). This convention
ensures clarity and consistency in listing collaborative works.

Titles and Publication Information

Book titles are italicized in the bibliography, while titles of articles,
essays, or chapters within larger works are enclosed in quotation marks.
Publication information generally includes the place of publication,
publisher, and year. For articles in periodicals, the journal title is
italicized, followed by the volume, issue number, and publication date, with
page numbers for the entire article. The precise formatting, including the
use of periods and commas, is important for adhering to Chicago style
standards.

Common Source Types in Chicago Style Notes

When crafting notes for a thesis, you will encounter a variety of source
materials, each requiring a specific format. From books and journal articles
to websites and interviews, the Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed
guidelines for citing them accurately in your notes. Understanding these
variations is key to maintaining consistency and credibility throughout your
research paper.

Books

For a book, the first note includes the author's full name, the title in
italics, publication details, and the specific page number. Subsequent notes
are abbreviated.

Example of a first note for a book:

1. Jane Doe, The History of Citation Styles (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Example of a subsequent note for the same book:

2. Doe, History of Citation Styles, 67.



Journal Articles

Journal articles in notes typically include the author's full name, the
article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, volume and
issue numbers, publication year, and the specific page number. Subsequent
notes are abbreviated similarly to books.

Example of a first note for a journal article:

3. John Smith, "The Evolution of Academic Writing," Journal of Scholarly
Practice 15, no. 2 (2021): 112.

Example of a subsequent note for the same article:

4. Smith, "Evolution of Academic Writing," 115.

Websites

Citing websites in Chicago style notes requires providing the author (if
available), the title of the specific page or article, the website name, the
publication or last updated date, and the URL. A crucial addition for web
sources is the date of access, as online content can change.

Example of a note for a webpage:

5. Sarah Lee, "Understanding Academic Integrity," Research Guides, last
updated September 15, 2022,
https://www.exampleuniversity.edu/integrity/understanding.

Interviews

Interviews are cited in notes by stating the interviewee's name, the type of
interview (e.g., "personal interview," "email interview"), the date of the
interview, and the location if applicable. If the interview has been
transcribed or recorded and is accessible, include that information.

Example of a note for an interview:

6. David Miller, personal interview, October 26, 2023, Chicago, IL.

Common Source Types in Chicago Style
Bibliography

The bibliography is where you provide the full, unadorned details for every
source that informed your thesis. This section requires a consistent



application of Chicago style rules to each type of source. The goal is to
offer a clear, accessible reference point for every piece of information
cited in your notes.

Books

Bibliography entries for books are alphabetized by the author's last name.
The format includes the author's full name, the title in italics, the place
of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. No page numbers
are typically included unless the work is a collection of distinct pieces
where individual pages are relevant to the overall entry.

Example bibliography entry for a book:

Doe, Jane. The History of Citation Styles. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2020.

Journal Articles

For journal articles in the bibliography, the author's full name is followed
by the article title in quotation marks. The journal title is italicized,
followed by the volume, issue number, publication year, and the inclusive
page numbers of the article. This ensures the reader can find the entire
article.

Example bibliography entry for a journal article:

Smith, John. "The Evolution of Academic Writing." Journal of Scholarly
Practice 15, no. 2 (2021): 110–125.

Websites

Website entries in the bibliography include the author (if known), the title
of the page or document, the website name, the publication or last updated
date, and the URL. For web sources that do not have a clear publication date,
you may use the accessed date.

Example bibliography entry for a webpage:

Lee, Sarah. "Understanding Academic Integrity." Research Guides. Last
updated September 15, 2022.
https://www.exampleuniversity.edu/integrity/understanding.

Interviews

Interviews are typically listed in the bibliography as "Interview with



[Interviewee Name]," followed by the date and location of the interview. If
the interview has been published or is archived, treat it as such and follow
the appropriate format for published works.

Example bibliography entry for an interview:

Miller, David. Personal interview. October 26, 2023. Chicago, IL.

Advanced Chicago Style Citation Scenarios

While basic source types are common, theses often involve more complex
sources that require specific citation approaches. Navigating these advanced
scenarios requires a thorough understanding of Chicago style's flexibility
and its commitment to clarity. Whether it's citing a chapter in an edited
volume or a government document, precise formatting is key to academic
integrity.

Chapters in Edited Volumes

Citing a chapter or essay within a larger edited collection requires
detailing both the specific chapter and the overarching edited volume. In the
notes, you would cite the chapter author, chapter title, followed by "in,"
the edited volume title, the editor(s), and publication details. The
bibliography entry follows a similar structure but is alphabetized by the
chapter author's last name.

Example note for a chapter in an edited volume:

7. Emily White, "The Art of Citation," in Academic Essentials, ed.
Robert Green (New York: Oxford University Press, 2019), 78.

Example bibliography entry for a chapter in an edited volume:

White, Emily. "The Art of Citation." In Academic Essentials, edited by
Robert Green, 75–90. New York: Oxford University Press, 2019.

Government Documents

Government documents are often cited by the name of the issuing agency or the
title of the document, depending on which provides a clearer identification.
The publication details will reflect the issuing body and the publication
year. For theses, it's important to be consistent in how you refer to these
official sources.

Example note for a government document:

8. United States, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
Statistical Abstract of the United States, 2020, sec. 3, Table 3.1,



https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2020/compendia/statab2020.ht
ml.

Example bibliography entry for a government document:

United States, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Statistical
Abstract of the United States. 2020.
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2020/compendia/statab2020.ht
ml.

Secondary Sources

When you cite a work that you found cited within another work (a secondary
source), Chicago style requires you to cite the original source if possible.
If the original source is unavailable, you cite the secondary source and note
that you are citing it indirectly. This is often indicated in the note with
the abbreviation "qtd. in" (quoted in).

Example note for a secondary source:

9. John Adams, The American Revolution (New York: Historical Press,
1950), 100, qtd. in Susan Brown, Founding Fathers Revisited (Boston:
Liberty Books, 2010), 55.

In the bibliography, you would only list the source you actually consulted,
which is the secondary source. The concept of citing a secondary source
indirectly emphasizes the importance of consulting primary materials whenever
possible for a thesis.

Formatting Tips for Theses

Beyond the specific citation examples, the overall formatting of your notes
and bibliography in a thesis is critical. Adhering to Chicago style
guidelines for page layout, numbering, and font choices contributes to a
polished and professional document. Consistency in these details demonstrates
attention to scholarly convention and enhances the readability of your work.

Ensuring that your notes are clearly distinguishable from the main text,
whether as footnotes or endnotes, is paramount. Similarly, the bibliography
should be a clearly delineated section at the end of your thesis. These
visual cues help readers navigate your research and understand its scholarly
underpinnings. Pay close attention to margins, line spacing, and heading
styles to create a cohesive and professional presentation.

Notes Placement

Chicago style offers two options for notes: footnotes or endnotes. Footnotes
appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made, while endnotes



are collected at the end of the chapter or the entire document. Both are
acceptable, but your institution or department may have a preference. Ensure
that the numbering is sequential and accurate, correlating precisely with the
superscript numbers in the main text.

If using footnotes, they should be clearly separated from the main body of
text with a dividing line. Endnotes should be placed after the main text and
before the bibliography. Regardless of the choice, the presentation should be
clean and easy to follow, allowing readers to quickly find the corresponding
citation information.

Bibliography Formatting

The bibliography should begin on a new page, typically titled "Bibliography."
It should be double-spaced, with the first line of each entry flush with the
left margin and subsequent lines indented (hanging indent). Entries are
alphabetized by the author's last name, or by title if no author is listed.
The clear organization of the bibliography is essential for its function as a
research guide.

A common mistake is to forget the hanging indent, which can make the
bibliography difficult to read. Ensure that all elements within an entry are
correctly punctuated, with periods separating major components and commas
used where appropriate. This attention to detail reinforces the professional
presentation of your thesis.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Navigating Chicago style can be complex, and several common pitfalls can trip
up even experienced writers. Being aware of these frequent errors can save
you significant time and effort during the thesis writing process. Proactive
attention to these details will ensure your work meets academic standards.

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistency in formatting. Whether it's
the capitalization of titles, the use of italics, or the punctuation within
an entry, a lack of consistency can detract from the credibility of your
thesis. Another common issue is failing to update your citation style guide
regularly, as the Chicago Manual of Style is periodically revised.

Inconsistent Citation Styles

One of the most pervasive issues is the inconsistent application of Chicago
style rules. This can manifest as mixing footnote and endnote styles,
variations in how authors' names are presented across different entries, or
differing treatments of publication details. Meticulously follow the
guidelines for every source type and ensure every entry adheres to the same
standard. A style sheet can be invaluable here.



Incorrect Page Numbering

For notes, using incorrect or missing page numbers is a critical error. The
purpose of the note is to pinpoint the exact location of the information.
Always double-check that the page number cited in the note corresponds
precisely to the source material. Similarly, in the bibliography, ensuring
the correct inclusive page range for articles or chapters is vital for
accurate referencing.

Omitting Necessary Information

Another common mistake is omitting essential bibliographic information. For
instance, forgetting to include the publisher, the year of publication, or
the URL for online sources renders the citation incomplete and unhelpful.
Always consult a style guide to ensure all required elements for each source
type are present in both notes and bibliography entries.

Confusing Notes and Bibliography Format

Students often confuse the formatting requirements for notes and bibliography
entries. Remember that notes are often more abbreviated and can use different
punctuation than the comprehensive, stand-alone entries in the bibliography.
Paying close attention to the specific rules for each section will prevent
these errors. For example, author names are inverted in the bibliography but
not in the notes.

Q: What is the fundamental difference between Chicago
style notes and a bibliography?
A: The fundamental difference lies in their purpose and format. Chicago style
notes (footnotes or endnotes) provide immediate, specific attribution for
individual pieces of information or quotations within the text, often
abbreviated for conciseness in subsequent citations. The bibliography,
conversely, is a comprehensive, alphabetized list of all sources cited in the
thesis, providing full bibliographic details for each source so readers can
locate them independently.

Q: When should I use "ibid." in my Chicago style
notes?
A: You should use "ibid." (short for the Latin "ibidem," meaning "in the same
place") in your Chicago style notes when you are referencing the immediately
preceding source without any intervening citations. If the page number is the
same, "ibid." alone is sufficient. If the page number differs, you would use
"ibid." followed by the new page number.



Q: How do I format an edited book chapter in Chicago
style notes and bibliography?
A: In Chicago style notes, you cite the chapter author, chapter title in
quotation marks, followed by "in," the edited volume title in italics, the
editor(s)' names, and publication details, ending with the page number. In
the bibliography, the entry is alphabetized by the chapter author's last name
and includes the chapter title, followed by "in," the editor(s), the volume
title in italics, publication information, and inclusive page numbers of the
chapter.

Q: What is the rule for alphabetizing entries in a
Chicago style bibliography?
A: Chicago style bibliography entries are alphabetized by the author's last
name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant
word of the title (ignoring "A," "An," or "The"). For multiple works by the
same author, entries are alphabetized by title, and subsequent works by the
same author are indicated by three hyphens followed by a period (---.)
instead of repeating the author's name.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style, and what
are the key elements?
A: When citing a website in Chicago style notes, include the author (if
known), the title of the specific page or article in quotation marks, the
website name in italics, the publication or last updated date, and the full
URL. Crucially, include the date you accessed the website. In the
bibliography, the format is similar, but it's alphabetized by author or
title, and often includes the access date if a publication date is not clear.

Q: Are there differences in how book titles are
treated in Chicago style notes versus the
bibliography?
A: Yes, there are subtle differences in how book titles are presented. In
Chicago style notes, book titles are typically italicized. In the
bibliography, book titles are also italicized, but the punctuation and
overall structure surrounding the title may differ slightly to accommodate
the different purpose and format of the bibliography entry.

Q: What is the correct way to handle citing a source
that was found within another source (a secondary
source) in Chicago style?
A: When citing a secondary source in Chicago style, you should ideally
consult and cite the original source. However, if the original source is
unavailable, you cite the secondary source and indicate in the note that you
are citing it indirectly, often using the abbreviation "qtd. in" (quoted in)
followed by the citation of the secondary source. In the bibliography, you
only list the secondary source that you actually consulted.
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