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Mastering Chicago Style: A Comprehensive Guide to Notes and Bibliography
Examples for Research Writing

chicago style notes bibliography examples for research writing are
fundamental to academic integrity and clear communication in scholarly work.
Understanding how to properly cite sources using the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) ensures that your research is credible, allows readers to trace your
sources, and avoids plagiarism. This guide delves into the intricacies of
both the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system, providing
detailed examples for common source types and offering practical advice for
seamless integration into your research papers. We will explore the nuances
of in-text citations, the construction of bibliographies, and the specific
requirements for various media, empowering you to confidently navigate
Chicago style for all your research writing endeavors.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS)

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is one of the most widely used citation
styles in the humanities and social sciences. It offers two distinct systems



for citing sources: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system.
While both aim for clarity and accuracy, the Notes-Bibliography system is
particularly prevalent in history, literature, and art history, emphasizing
detailed source attribution within the text itself through footnotes or
endnotes, complemented by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the
work. The Author-Date system, more common in the sciences and social
sciences, uses parenthetical author-date citations in the text, matched by a
reference list. This article will focus primarily on the Notes-Bibliography
system, as it is often considered more complex and frequently requires
detailed examples for effective implementation.

The core principle behind any citation style, including Chicago, is to give
credit to the original authors and to enable your readers to locate the
sources you consulted. This is crucial for building a strong foundation for
your research and for demonstrating your engagement with existing
scholarship. Adherence to the specific formatting rules of CMOS is not merely
a stylistic choice; it reflects a commitment to academic rigor and ethical
research practices. Familiarity with the latest edition of the manual is
always recommended, as styles can evolve.

The Notes-Bibliography System: An Overview

The Notes-Bibliography system, often referred to as the traditional Chicago
style, relies on two main components: numbered notes (either footnotes or
endnotes) and a bibliography. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page
where the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the
document, before the bibliography. Each note corresponds to a superscript
number placed in the text immediately after the material being cited. The
initial citation of a source in a note typically includes more detailed
information than subsequent citations of the same source.

The bibliography, on the other hand, is an alphabetical list of all the
sources consulted and cited in the paper. It serves as a comprehensive
reference guide for the reader. While notes provide immediate context and
specific page references, the bibliography offers a broader overview of the
research landscape. The relationship between the notes and the bibliography
is symbiotic; each reinforces the other, providing a complete picture of the
research and its underpinnings.

The Role of Superscript Numbers

Superscript numbers are the silent connectors between your text and your
sources in the Notes-Bibliography system. They are placed discretely within
the body of your paper, typically at the end of a sentence or clause, but
always after the punctuation mark. These numbers are sequential and



correspond directly to the notes presented either at the bottom of each page
(footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes). It is imperative that
every piece of information that is not common knowledge and has been drawn
from an external source is accompanied by a corresponding note number.

Ensuring accurate placement of these numbers is paramount. A misplaced number
can lead to confusion for the reader, making it difficult to trace the origin
of information. Pay close attention to how CMOS instructs on placement,
especially with quotations, paraphrases, and ideas that are not your own. The
goal is to attribute information clearly and without disrupting the flow of
your prose.

Distinguishing Between Footnotes and Endnotes

The choice between footnotes and endnotes is largely a matter of preference
or institutional guidelines. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page,
providing immediate access to the source information without requiring the
reader to flip to the end of the document. This can enhance readability for
lengthy works or for readers who prefer to see citations alongside the text.
However, footnotes can sometimes interrupt the visual flow of a page if they
become extensive.

Endnotes, conversely, are gathered at the end of the chapter or the entire
work, before the bibliography. This approach can maintain a cleaner page
design in the main text. While it requires the reader to navigate to a
separate section, the organized compilation of notes can be advantageous for
larger research projects. Regardless of the chosen format, the content and
structure of the notes themselves remain largely the same according to
Chicago style guidelines.

Crafting Footnotes and Endnotes: Essential
Examples

The art of constructing effective notes lies in providing sufficient detail
for identification while remaining concise. For a first-time citation of a
source, the note will contain all necessary publication information.
Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened significantly. It is
crucial to understand the components of a note and their order, which varies
slightly depending on the source type.

First Citation of a Book



The initial note for a book should include the author's first and last name,
the title of the book (italicized), and publication details such as the place
of publication, publisher, and year. Most importantly, it must include the
specific page number(s) from which the information was drawn. The order of
elements and punctuation are critical for adherence to Chicago style.

e Example: 1. Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (New York: Penguin
Classics, 2003), 45.

Subsequent Citations of a Book

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same book can be
significantly abbreviated. This is often done using the author's last name, a
shortened version of the title (if it's lengthy or if multiple works by the
same author are cited), and the specific page number. If only one work by an
author is cited throughout the paper, the author's name and page number might
suffice in subsequent notes, though including a shortened title is generally
safer for clarity.

e Example: 2. Austen, Pride and Prejudice, 112.

e Example (if only one work by Austen is used): 2. Austen, 112.

First Citation of a Journal Article

Citing journal articles requires providing the author's name, the article
title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and
issue number, the year of publication, and the page number(s) of the article.
If the article is found online, additional information such as a DOI (Digital
Object Identifier) or URL might be included.

e Example: 3. Michael Pollan, "The Omnivore's Dilemma," Gastronomica: The
Journal of Food and Culture 7, no. 1 (2007): 23.

Subsequent Citations of a Journal Article

Similar to books, subsequent citations of journal articles are shortened. The
author's last name, a shortened article title (if necessary), and the
specific page number are typically included. The journal title and



publication details are omitted in these abridged notes.

e Example: 4. Pollan, "The Omnivore's Dilemma," 28.

Citing Websites and Online Resources

Citing online sources requires careful attention to the available
information. Include the author (if known), the title of the specific page or
article (in quotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), the
publication date or last updated date, and the URL. It's also good practice
to include a retrieval date, especially if the content is likely to change.

e Example: 5. "The History of the Chicago Public Library," Chicago Public
Library, accessed November 15, 2023,
https://www.chipublib.org/about/history/.

Constructing Your Bibliography: Formatting and
Entries

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all the sources cited in your
research paper. Unlike notes, the bibliography typically omits page numbers
for the entire work, focusing instead on providing complete publication
details for each source. The author's last name appears first, followed by
their first name. The order of information and punctuation are standardized
within Chicago style.

Formatting Your Bibliography

A bibliography is usually presented on its own page at the end of the
document. Entries are listed alphabetically by the author's last name. If no
author is listed, the entry is alphabetized by the title of the work. Entries
are typically single-spaced within each entry and double-spaced between
entries, though individual instructors may have specific formatting
preferences.

Bibliography Entry for a Book

The bibliography entry for a book is similar to the first footnote, but with



some key differences. The author's name is inverted (last name first). The
place of publication, publisher, and year follow the title. Crucially, the
page number is not included unless you are citing a specific chapter or
section that was independently published.

e Example: Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. New York: Penguin Classics,
2003.

Bibliography Entry for a Journal Article

For journal articles, the author's last name comes first, followed by the
article title in quotation marks. The journal title is italicized, followed
by the volume, issue number, publication year, and the inclusive page numbers
of the article. A DOI or URL is included if available.

e Example: Pollan, Michael. "The Omnivore's Dilemma." Gastronomica: The
Journal of Food and Culture 7, no. 1 (2007): 18-32.

Bibliography Entry for a Website

Website entries in the bibliography include the author (if known), the title
of the specific page or article, the name of the website (italicized), the
publication date or last updated date, and the URL. A retrieval date is also
often included.

e Example: "The History of the Chicago Public Library." Chicago Public
Library. Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.chipublib.org/about/history/.

Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style
Citations

Navigating the vast landscape of research materials requires a nuanced
understanding of how to cite each type of source correctly. Chicago style
provides specific guidelines for books, journal articles, websites, and a
plethora of other media. Mastery of these individual formats is essential for
producing accurate and credible research.



Books

Books remain a cornerstone of academic research. Whether you are citing a
single-author monograph, an edited collection, or a translated work, the
principles remain consistent: provide enough information for identification
and locate the specific content. Pay attention to edition numbers for
subsequent editions of the same book.

e Single-Author Book:

o Note: 6. Edward Said, Orientalism (New York: Vintage Books, 1979),
72.

o Bibliography: Said, Edward. Orientalism. New York: Vintage Books,
1979.

e Edited Book:

o Note: 7. Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge, trans. A.
M. Sheridan Smith, ed. Jean Baudoin (New York: Harper & Row, 1972),
15.

o Bibliography: Foucault, Michel. The Archaeology of Knowledge.
Translated by A. M. Sheridan Smith. Edited by Jean Baudoin. New
York: Harper & Row, 1972.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are vital for engaging with current scholarship. The key
elements are the author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, year,
and page range. For online articles, the inclusion of a DOI or stable URL is
crucial for accessibility and verification.

e Article in a Print Journal:

o Note: 8. Judith Butler, "Performative Acts and Gender Constitution:
An Essay in Phenomenology and Feminist Theory," Theatre Journal 40,
no. 4 (1988): 524.

o Bibliography: Butler, Judith. "Performative Acts and Gender
Constitution: An Essay in Phenomenology and Feminist Theory."



Theatre Journal 40, no. 4 (1988): 519-31.
e Article in an Online Journal with DOI:

o Note: 9. Anya Schiach, "Teaching the Politics of Fashion," Fashion
Theory: The Journal of Dress, Body & Culture 14, no. 2 (2010): 258,
d0i:10.2752/175174110X12692266669373.

o Bibliography: Schiach, Anya. "Teaching the Politics of Fashion."
Fashion Theory: The Journal of Dress, Body & Culture 14, no. 2
(2010): 253-68. d0i:10.2752/175174110X12692266669373.

Websites and Online Resources

The internet has become an indispensable research tool, but its fluid nature

requires careful citation. Always aim to provide the most stable and complete
information possible. When citing online articles or pages, note the author,

title of the specific content, name of the overall website, publication date

(if available), and the URL.

e Web Page with Author:

o Note: 10. David P. Dol C. Smith, "The Great Chicago Fire: An
Overview," History Central, November 10, 2022,
https://www.historycentral.com/events/great-chicago-fire.

o Bibliography: Smith, David P. Dol C. "The Great Chicago Fire: An
Overview." History Central. November 10, 2022.
https://www.historycentral.com/events/great-chicago-fire.

e Web Page without Author:

o Note: 11. "The Bean," Millennium Park Chicago, accessed November
15, 2023,

https://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dca/supp_info/millenniu
m_park.html.

o Bibliography: "The Bean." Millennium Park Chicago. Accessed
November 15, 2023.

https://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dca/supp_info/millenniu
m_park.html.



Other Media

Beyond books and articles, researchers frequently engage with a wide array of
media, including interviews, films, podcasts, and more. Chicago style offers
guidance for these as well, ensuring consistency across all sources.

e Interview:

o Note: 12. Interview with Jane Doe, Chicago, Illinois, November 1,
2023.
o Bibliography: Doe, Jane. Interview by author. Chicago, Illinois,
November 1, 2023.
e Film:
o Note: 13. Parasite, directed by Bong Joon Ho, CJ Entertainment,
2019.
o Bibliography: Parasite. Directed by Bong Joon Ho. CJ Entertainment,
2019.
e Podcast Episode:
o Note: 14. "Serial Killers: Ted Bundy," Criminal, Spotify, October
28, 2020.

o Bibliography: "Serial Killers: Ted Bundy." Criminal. Spotify,
October 28, 2020.

Tips for Maintaining Consistency and Accuracy

Achieving consistency and accuracy in your Chicago style citations is an
ongoing process that requires diligence. Even minor inconsistencies can
detract from the professionalism of your research. Developing good habits
early in your research process will save you time and effort in the long run.



Develop a System for Tracking Sources

As you gather your research materials, it is essential to keep meticulous
records of every source. This can involve using citation management software,
creating detailed spreadsheets, or meticulously organizing physical notes.
For each source, record all the bibliographic information needed for both
notes and the bibliography as you find it. This prevents last-minute
scrambling and reduces the likelihood of errors or omissions.

Consult the Chicago Manual of Style Regularly

The Chicago Manual of Style is the definitive authority. Do not rely solely
on online summaries or templates, as they may not always be up-to-date or
cover every specific scenario you encounter. Keep a copy of the manual
readily accessible and consult it whenever you are unsure about a citation
format. Familiarize yourself with its structure and indexing to quickly find
answers.

Proofread Your Citations Meticulously

After drafting your paper, dedicate a significant amount of time to
proofreading your notes and bibliography. Check for consistent formatting,
correct punctuation, accurate spelling of author names and titles, and
correct page numbers. A misplaced comma or a missing period can undermine the
credibility of your work. Reading your citations aloud can sometimes help
catch errors.

By consistently applying these principles and examples, you can ensure that
your research writing in Chicago style is both accurate and professional,
reflecting the highest standards of academic scholarship. This attention to
detail not only honors your sources but also strengthens your own
intellectual contribution to your field.

FAQ

Q: What 1is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago
style?

A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented within the
text. The Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to
cite sources and includes a comprehensive bibliography at the end. The



Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations in the text (e.g., (Smith
2020)) and a corresponding reference list at the end.

Q: When should I use footnotes versus endnotes in
Chicago style?

A: The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often a matter of preference
or specific stylistic guidelines provided by an instructor or publication.
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made,
offering immediate context. Endnotes are compiled at the end of the document,
before the bibliography, and can help maintain a cleaner page design.

Q: How do I cite a book that I consulted online
through a database like JSTOR or Project MUSE in
Chicago style?

A: For online journal articles accessed through databases, you generally
include the author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, year, and
the page range of the article, followed by the database name and URL or DOI.
The retrieval date is often omitted if the source is stable.

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important in Chicago
style citations?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent, unique identifier for
an electronic document. It is important in Chicago style citations for online
sources because it provides a stable link to the content, ensuring that
readers can easily locate the exact version of the article or book you
consulted, even if the original URL changes.

Q: How do I cite a source that has no author listed
in Chicago style?

A: If a source has no author, you begin the note or bibliography entry with
the title of the work. For bibliographies, the entry is then alphabetized by
the first significant word of the title. For notes, the title typically
appears in place of the author's name.

Q: How do I handle multiple works by the same author
in my Chicago style bibliography?

A: When listing multiple works by the same author in the bibliography, you
list the author's full name for the first entry. For subsequent entries by
the same author, you replace the author's name with an em dash (-) followed



by the title, alphabetized by title.

Q: What is the correct format for citing a quotation
from a book in a Chicago style footnote or endnote?

A: When citing a quotation, the footnote or endnote should include the
author's name, the book title, publication details, and the specific page
number(s) where the quotation appears. For example: 1. Author Name, Book
Title (Place: Publisher, Year), page number.

Q: Can I use Chicago style for citing legal
documents or government publications?

A: While Chicago style provides general guidelines, legal documents and
government publications often have their own specialized citation styles
(e.g., The Bluebook for legal citations). It's advisable to consult specific
style guides for these types of sources or follow the guidelines of your
institution or publication.

Chicago Style Notes Bibliography Examples For Research
Writing

Chicago Style Notes Bibliography Examples For Research Writing

Related Articles

e chicago style numbers data
e chicago style publishing for independent publishers

e chicago style manuscript guidelines for publishers

Back to Home


https://www.chem.study/textbooks-032/chicago-style-notes-bibliography-examples-for-research-writing.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-032/chicago-style-notes-bibliography-examples-for-research-writing.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-032/chicago-style-numbers-data.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-032/chicago-style-publishing-for-independent-publishers.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-032/chicago-style-manuscript-guidelines-for-publishers.pdf
https://www.chem.study

