
chicago style notes bibliography examples for
dissertations
chicago style notes bibliography examples for dissertations are crucial for academic integrity and
clear communication in scholarly work. This guide delves into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual
of Style (CMOS) as applied to dissertations, focusing specifically on how to construct accurate and
effective footnotes/endnotes and bibliography entries. Understanding the nuances between the note
and bibliography systems is paramount, as is mastering the correct formatting for various source
types, from books and journal articles to online resources and interviews. We will explore common
pitfalls and provide clear, actionable examples to ensure your dissertation adheres to the highest
academic standards. This comprehensive resource will equip you with the knowledge to confidently
manage your citations and bibliography.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes vs. Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the documentary-note
system and the author-date system. For dissertations, the documentary-note system, which utilizes
footnotes or endnotes, is often the preferred choice, particularly in the humanities and arts. This
system requires authors to provide detailed citations in notes for each piece of information or idea
drawn from an external source, and then compile a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the
work. The bibliography serves as an alphabetical list of all sources cited in the notes, providing full
publication details. Understanding when and how to use each component is fundamental to a well-
cited dissertation.

The choice between notes and bibliography is not arbitrary; it reflects the emphasis and style of the
academic discipline. While the author-date system is common in the sciences and social sciences, the
documentary-note system offers a more fluid reading experience for complex arguments that rely on
extensive engagement with primary sources or intricate scholarly debates. This allows readers to
delve into the source material through the notes without disrupting the flow of the main text. The
bibliography then provides a complete scholarly record.



Crafting Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago Style

Footnotes and endnotes in Chicago style serve the primary purpose of acknowledging sources and
providing detailed attribution. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is
made, while endnotes are gathered at the end of the document, chapter, or dissertation. For
dissertations, endnotes are generally more practical and are often preferred by institutions. Each
note begins with a superscript Arabic numeral placed unobtrusively after the relevant text, clause,
or punctuation mark. The first citation of a particular source requires a full note, providing all
necessary bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same source can use a shortened
form, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

The First Full Note
The initial citation of a source in a note must be comprehensive. It includes the author's full name,
the full title of the work (italicized if it's a book or a standalone publication, or in quotation marks if
it's a chapter or article within a larger work), publication details (place of publication, publisher, and
year of publication for books), and the specific page number(s) being referenced. This thoroughness
ensures that readers can easily locate the original source material without ambiguity.

Subsequent Shortened Notes
Once a source has been fully cited, subsequent references to it can be significantly abbreviated. A
shortened note typically comprises the author's last name, a concise version of the title (often the
first few significant words), and the page number. For example, if a book titled "The History of
Medieval Architecture" by John Smith was first fully cited, a subsequent note might appear as:
Smith, Medieval Architecture, 112.

Ibid. Usage
The Latin abbreviation "ibid." (short for ibidem, meaning "in the same place") is used to refer to the
immediately preceding note. If the page number is also the same, simply "Ibid." suffices. However, if
the page number differs, it is followed by the new page number. While traditionally common, some
style guides and institutions are now discouraging or limiting the use of "ibid." in favor of shortened
notes for clarity and to avoid potential confusion.

Constructing the Bibliography in Chicago Style

The bibliography, placed at the end of the dissertation, is an alphabetical list of all the sources that
have been cited in the notes. It provides a complete overview of the research undertaken and allows
readers to easily find and consult the original materials. Unlike the notes, the bibliography omits
specific page numbers unless the entire work is being referenced for a particular reason (e.g., a
collection of primary source documents). The formatting of bibliography entries is crucial and
follows specific rules regarding capitalization, punctuation, and order of information.



Alphabetical Order and Entry Structure
Entries in the Chicago-style bibliography are arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If
there are multiple works by the same author, they are then sub-alphabetized by title. Each entry
begins with the author's last name, followed by a comma and their first name (or initial(s)). Titles of
books and journals are italicized, while titles of articles and chapters are enclosed in quotation
marks. Publication information for books includes the place of publication, publisher, and year.

Key Components of a Bibliography Entry
A standard bibliography entry for a book includes:

Author's Last Name, First Name.

Title of Book: Subtitle.

Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

For journal articles, the structure is:

Author's Last Name, First Name.

"Title of Article."

Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range.

Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style
Examples

Accurate citation requires understanding the specific formatting conventions for different types of
sources. The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed guidance for a wide array of materials, from
traditional academic publications to digital resources. Mastery of these examples is essential for a
professional and credible dissertation.

Books: The Foundation of Academic Citations
Books are a cornerstone of academic research. The correct formatting for a book citation ensures
that readers can identify and locate the specific edition used. For a single-author book, the note and
bibliography entry will share key information but differ in punctuation and arrangement.



Book Note Example (First Reference)

1. John Smith, The History of Medieval Architecture (New York: Grand City Books, 2020), 78.

Book Bibliography Example

Smith, John. The History of Medieval Architecture. New York: Grand City Books, 2020.

Book with Multiple Authors

For works with two authors, list both in the note and bibliography. For three or more, list the first
author followed by "et al." in the note, but list all authors in the bibliography if the publication
predates the current CMOS edition's allowance for "et al." in bibliographies.

Book Note Example (Two Authors)

2. Jane Doe and Richard Roe, Urban Planning in the Renaissance (London: Old World Press, 2018),
210.

Book Bibliography Example (Two Authors)

Doe, Jane, and Richard Roe. Urban Planning in the Renaissance. London: Old World Press, 2018.

Journal Articles: Citing Scholarly Research
Journal articles represent a significant portion of academic research. Proper citation includes
author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, year, and page numbers. The distinction between
note and bibliography formatting is particularly important here.

Journal Article Note Example (First Reference)

3. Emily Carter, "The Evolution of Early Cinema" Journal of Film Studies 35, no. 2 (2019): 155.

Journal Article Bibliography Example

Carter, Emily. "The Evolution of Early Cinema." Journal of Film Studies 35, no. 2 (2019): 150–170.

Articles in Edited Collections

When citing a chapter or essay within an edited book, you must cite the author of the specific piece,
the title of the piece, the editor(s) of the collection, the title of the collection, and publication details.

Note Example (Chapter in Edited Book)

4. David Lee, "Social Movements in the Digital Age," in Contemporary Sociological Trends, ed. Sarah
Green (Chicago: University Press, 2021), 55.



Bibliography Example (Chapter in Edited Book)

Lee, David. "Social Movements in the Digital Age." In Contemporary Sociological Trends, edited by
Sarah Green, 50–75. Chicago: University Press, 2021.

Websites and Online Resources: Navigating the Digital
Landscape
Citing online sources requires attention to the specific details available, including author (if any),
title, website name, publication date (if available), and the URL. For dissertations, it is also crucial to
include an access date. Websites are generally considered ephemeral, making the access date
important.

Website Note Example

5. "The History of the Printing Press," Digital Archives Project, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.digitalarchives.org/history/printing-press.

Website Bibliography Example

"The History of the Printing Press." Digital Archives Project. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.digitalarchives.org/history/printing-press.

It's important to note that if a website has a clear author and publication date, those elements
should be included in the citation, similar to how you would cite a traditional publication.

Other Common Source Materials
Dissertations often incorporate a variety of other source materials, each with its own specific
citation format.

Dissertations and Theses: When citing another dissertation or thesis, include the author's
name, title of the work, degree for which it was presented, university, and year. For
unpublished works, include the month and day.

Newspaper Articles: For newspaper articles, include the author (if known), article title,
newspaper name (italicized), date of publication, and page number(s).

Interviews: For interviews, whether published or unpublished, provide the interviewee's
name, the nature of the interview (e.g., "personal interview," "email interview"), and the date it
occurred. For published interviews, include publication details.

Government Documents: Cite government documents according to their specific nature,
often including the issuing agency, title, and publication details.



Key Differences and Considerations for Dissertation
Formatting

While the core principles of Chicago style remain consistent, specific institutional guidelines for
dissertations may introduce minor variations. Always consult your university's dissertation handbook
or your advisor for any specific departmental or institutional requirements. These can include
preferences for footnotes versus endnotes, specific formatting for supplementary materials, or even
slight deviations in the bibliography's layout. Adhering to these internal guidelines is as crucial as
following CMOS itself.

One significant consideration for dissertations is the sheer volume of sources. As a result,
consistency in application of the style guide becomes paramount. A meticulously crafted
bibliography and perfectly formatted notes demonstrate a high level of scholarly rigor. Attention to
detail in every citation entry, from capitalization of titles to the correct placement of commas and
periods, reflects the author's commitment to accuracy and academic honesty. It's also worth noting
that some modern digital publishing platforms or university submission systems might have
automated formatting checks, so understanding the underlying principles will help you troubleshoot
any issues.

The process of compiling notes and bibliography can be streamlined through the use of citation
management software. Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can help organize sources, generate
citations in Chicago style, and create bibliographies automatically. However, it is crucial to
understand the principles behind these tools and to review their output for accuracy, as they are not
infallible and may require manual adjustments to perfectly match complex or unusual source types.

Ultimately, the goal of employing Chicago style notes and bibliography examples for dissertations is
to provide a clear, verifiable, and comprehensive record of the research that underpins your
scholarly work. It allows readers to engage with your arguments, trace your evidence, and further
explore the relevant literature. Mastering these elements is an integral part of producing a
successful and impactful dissertation.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the note and
bibliography systems in Chicago style for a dissertation?
A: The primary difference is that the note system (footnotes or endnotes) provides detailed citation
information immediately after the referenced text, while the bibliography is a cumulative,
alphabetical list of all cited sources at the end of the document, offering full publication details for
each. For dissertations, endnotes are generally preferred over footnotes.

Q: When should I use a full note versus a shortened note in



Chicago style for my dissertation?
A: The first time you cite a source, you must use a full note with all bibliographic details. For all
subsequent references to the same source, you should use a shortened note, which typically includes
the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the page number.

Q: How do I cite a book in Chicago style for my dissertation
bibliography?
A: A book bibliography entry in Chicago style typically includes the author's last name, first name,
the italicized title of the book, the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication.

Q: What is the correct format for citing a journal article in a
Chicago style bibliography for a dissertation?
A: A journal article bibliography entry includes the author's last name, first name, the article title in
quotation marks, the italicized journal title, the volume and issue number, the year of publication,
and the page range of the article.

Q: How do I format the bibliography for my dissertation if I
have multiple works by the same author?
A: When you have multiple works by the same author in your Chicago style bibliography, list them
alphabetically by title after the first entry. For subsequent entries by that author, replace their name
with three hyphens followed by a period (---.).

Q: Is it acceptable to use "ibid." in my dissertation's Chicago
style notes?
A: While "ibid." is traditional for referring to the immediately preceding note, many academic
institutions and style guides now discourage its use in favor of shortened notes for greater clarity
and to avoid potential confusion, especially in lengthy dissertations.

Q: What information should I include when citing a website in
my dissertation using Chicago style?
A: For website citations in Chicago style, include the author (if known), the title of the specific page
or article, the name of the website (italicized), the publication date (if available), and the URL.
Crucially, always include the date you accessed the website.



Q: Should I consult my university's specific guidelines for
Chicago style formatting in my dissertation?
A: Absolutely. While the Chicago Manual of Style provides the foundational rules, most universities
have their own specific formatting requirements and guidelines for dissertations. Always refer to
your institution's handbook or consult with your advisor to ensure compliance.
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